Allyson Mellberg, a new member of the Charlottesville community, first caught students’ attention by giving a lecture and collograph demonstration to printmaking classes in Fall 2004. During the Spring 2006 semester, she will be teaching a printmaking class in collaborative DIY exhibition with non-toxic materials to advanced art students. Additional spring programs, including public lectures and gallery talks, will present her project to a wider audience at the University and in the Charlottesville community. She is exhibiting recent works in the UVa Art Museum with a satellite exhibit in the Newcomb Hall Art Gallery from January 27 to February 12. With assistance from her students, she will be offering a Short Course from February 13-March 3 with sessions in Collograph, Relief Printing, and Book-Making. Collaborative pieces by Mellberg with students from her class and Short Course will be exhibited in UVa’s OffGrounds Gallery from March 14-30, with an opening and public talk on collaboration and artist books on March 17. This presents a tremendous opportunity for students of any major to exhibit their own art in a gallery and make Charlottesville’s art scene more accessible to their classmates. Allyson emphasizes teaching techniques that students will be able to pursue practically, affordably, and safely on their own.

Mellberg hails from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She received her B.F.A. from the Milwaukee Institute of Design and her M.F.A. from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her work can be found in public and private collections, including the Fogg Museum at Harvard, the Milwaukee Art Museum, and La Maison Rouge in Paris. She is also a member of Booklyn, an artist-run, non-profit, consensus-governed, artists and bookmakers organization headquartered in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.
Her drawings and prints evince the gravity of modern human existence and habit. She works with an ongoing portrait series depicting physically mutated boys and girls. Grotesque and beautiful, the images are lenses through which to view the distorting effects of a culture inundated with digital and chemical technology. “As our world grows smaller through the use of new products and technology,” says Mellberg, we “invent ways not to look at one another, or ourselves, in a natural way. We ingest and apply multiple chemicals to our bodies every day without much thought of the consequences for ourselves or our environment.”

