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BOARD OF VISITORS CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1.  ARCHITECT/ENGINEER SELECTION, RUFFNER HALL RENOVATION: 

Approval of architect/ engineer selection  

 

A $20 million dollar project was approved in February 2007 

to repair and replace major infrastructure systems in Ruffner 

Hall, built in 1973 and home to the Curry School of Education.   

The project  includes replacement of the HVAC and fire 

suppression systems, electrical and plumbing upgrades, 

management of hazardous material removal, an elevator upgrade, 

general building improvements to achieve ADA compliance, roof 

replacement, and minor architectu ral renovations.   The selected 

firm shall serve as the A/E of record .  In conjunction with  the 

building renovation, a stacking study is currently underway to 

review, evaluate, and improve current space use in Ruffner Hall 

for greater efficiency.      

 

 We re commend the selection of  McKinney & Company, of 

Ashland,  for the performance of engineering services for the 

Ruffner Hall renovation at the University of Virginia.  

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Approval by the Buildings and Grounds 

Committee  

 

APPROVAL OF ARCHITECT/ENGINEER SELECTION FOR RUFFNER HALL 

RENOVATION: 

 

RESOLVED, McKinney & Company, of Ashland, is  approved for 

the  engineering services for the Ruffner Hall renovation at the 

University of Virginia.   

 

2.  ARCHITECT/ENGINEER SELECTION, NEWCOMB HALL REPAIRS AND 

RENOVATIONS:    

Approval of architect/engineer selection  

 

A $15.2 million project was approved in April 2009, as part 

of the Major Capital Projects Program.  The renewal of Newcomb 

Hall and its supporting infrastructure will revitalize the 

facility and support a growing number of increasingly diverse 

programs and activities.   Extensive maintenance, repairs and 

systems up - grades will preserve a valuable University asset and 

ensure continued use of the structure.  Renovations will respond 

to contemporary p rogrammatic demands, improving the way the 

building functions.  Aesthetic improvements will create a fresh 

and inviting atmosphere while restoring and preserving 

significant traditional elements of the interiors and 
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surrounding landscape.  A comprehensive,  interior finish master 

plan will provide a distinctive identity with a cohesive 

aesthetic that will help to unify the variety of spaces within 

Newcomb Hall.  

  

 We recommend the selection of Co le and Denn y Architects, of 

Alexandria, for the contract.  

 

APPROVAL OF ARCHITECT/ENGINEER SELECTION FOR NEWCOMB HALL 

REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS:  

 

 RESOLVED, Cole and Denn y Architects, of Alexandria ,  are  

approved for the performance of architectural and engineering 

services for the Newcomb Hall r enovation at the University of 

Virginia.  
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGIN IA  

BOARD OF VISITORS AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

BOARD MEETING:   September 11, 2009  

 

COMMITTEE:   Buildings and Grounds  

 

AGENDA ITEM:  II.A.  Concept, Site, and Design Guidelines, 

College at Wise New Library  

 

  $50 million ï State General Funds  

 

BACKGROUND:   This project will construct a replacement library 

for the Collegeôs John Cook Wyllie Library.  The library, which 

was completed in 1969, was upgraded in 1998 with a 6,500 GSF 

addition and a major renovation.  The building is presently at 

capacity.  Its stu dent study areas barely met the required 

guidelines during the Collegeôs last accreditation.  Since that 

time, the enrollment has grown to over 1,900.  In addition, 

programs requiring supplementary reference materials have been 

added to the Collegeôs curriculum.  The new library will provide 

sufficient capacity for the current enrollment target of 2,000 

students and for a potential enrollment in the 2,500 to 3,000 

range , as well as more than doubling the current volume 

capacity .  Without this project it wil l be difficult to maintain 

accreditation in the future.  

 

The State has provided funding for a preplanning study to 

verify the projectôs budget and scope.  The study will be 

completed in mid - September so that the projectôs funding request 

will be eligible f or consideration by the 2010 General Assembly 

Session.  

 

DISCUSSION:   The Office of the Architect has prepared the 

concept, site and design guidelines.  Mr. Neuman will review the 

guidelines with the Committee.  

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Approval by the Buildings and Grounds Committee  
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APPROVAL OF CONCEPT, SITE ,  AND DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE NEW 

LIBRARY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIAôS COLLEGE AT WISE  

 

 RESOLVED, the concept, site, and design guidelines, dated 

September 11,  2009, and prepared by the Architect for the 

University for The University of Virginiaôs College at Wise new 

library ,  are approved; and  

 

 RESOLVED FURTHER,  the project will be presented for further 

review at the schematic design level of development.  
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The University of Virginiaôs College at Wise New Library 

Concept, Site and Design Guidelines  

  
A)  Proposed Project Concept  

The University of Virginia's College at Wise is a publicly 

supported, baccalaureate granting institution providing 

undergraduate education for 1,900 + students based in the 

liberal arts.  The College's mission is to prepare students for 

lifelong learning, for professional careers in fields such as 

business, teaching and health care, and for graduate study.  The 

College at Wise serve s a diverse population that includes 

traditional residential students, students who commute, and non -

traditional students seeking lifelong learning opportunities or 

preparation for career changes.  The College continues to build 

a diverse, talented, well - qualified faculty whose primary role 

is excellent undergraduate teaching.  

The present library is at capacity, and its student study areas 

barely meet the required guidelines of the College's last 

accreditation.  Since that time, the enrollment has grown to 

over 1,900.  In addition, programs requiring supplementary 

reference materials are being added to the College's curriculum. 

Without this project, it will be difficult to maintain 

accreditation in the future.  

The design of the new library must embody the va lues and 

aspirations held by the University of Virginia and the College 

at Wise.  It will follow both the Board - approved 2006 Campus 

Plan and the 2000 College at Wise Architectural G uidelines in 

both ñletter and spiritò.  The 66,000 GSF facility goes to th e 

core of the educational mission of the College at Wise in the 

form of academic support for the students and faculty, and will 

provide sufficient space to accommodate the Collegeôs planned 

growth.  The project will provide space to more than double the 

College's current collection and will provide study and 

instructional spaces to accommodate the College's needs of up to 

3,000 students.   
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B)  Siting Criteria  

The University of Virginia general siting criteria for all new 

facilities include the following components.  Those highlighted 

are the most pertinent in determining the siting recommendation 

for the new library.  

 

 Conforms with overall land use pla n and district/area 

plans.  

 

 Reinforces functional relationships with other 

components of the same department or program, and is 

compatible with other neighboring uses.  

 

 Satisfies access requirements -  pedestrian, bicycle, 

vehicular and service.  

 

 Maximizes infill opportunities to utilize land 

resources and existing infrastructure.  

 

 Minimizes site develop ment costs, including extension 

of utilities, access, loss of parking, mass grading, 

etc.  

 

 Minimizes opportunity cost; i.e., value of this use and 

size versus other alternatives.  

 

 Provides a size that is adequate, but not excessive, 

for initial program, fu ture expansion, and ancillary 

uses.  

 

 Allows for incorporating sustainability principles in 

terms of solar orientation, reuse of historic 

structures, storm water management, etc.  

 

 Avoids unnecessary environmental impacts, including 

significant tree removal or filling of existing stream 

valleys.  

 

 Allows site visibility and aesthetic character as 

appropriate for the intended use and for the 

neighborhood.  

 

 Minimizes time for implementation of project.  
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C)  Proposed Site  
Strategically located between the Wise upper and lower campuses, the 

new library will be a physical, programmatic ,  and symbolic link 

between the two.  The project site is also in a very prominent 

location and will be visible from the main entry to the campus.  

The site is in conformance with th e Board of Visitorsô approved 2006 

University of Virginiaôs College at Wise Campus Plan.  

 

 

 

 

  

The University of Virginiaôs College at Wise-  

Aerial View:  2006  

Proposed 

Site 

John Cook 

Wyllie 

Library 
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The University of Virginiaôs College at Wise 2006 Campus Plan  

 

 

Site 
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View of Site from Main Entry Drive  

 

Project 

Site 
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View of Site from Lower Campus  

 
D)  Design Guidelines  

Site Planning  

-  The building will be sited to create a strong visual 

presence from the main campus entry drive.  

-  The building and its site features will provide a critical 

pedestrian link between the upper and lower campuses.  

-  Views to the mountains, natural areas, and campus features 

will be consid ered in the arrangement of both interior and 

exterior public spaces.  

-  Maintain a minimum 30ô setback from Henson Hall.  

-  Proposed slopes should not exceed 3:1 if they are to be 

mowed or 2:1 if they are planted.  

 

Circulation and Parking  

- New pedestrian walks and landscape elements around the 

building will provide safe and attractive access to the 

building and between the upper and lower campuses.  

- A 24 hour a day handicap circulation route between the 

upper and lower campuses will be provided.  

- Parking wil l be limited to service and delivery  vehicles .  

- The impact of service access on pedestrian routes should be 

minimized.  

Project 

Site 
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- The existing service area behind Cantrell will be 

redesigned as an extension of the pedestrian walkway 

between the Arts Center and Dining Hall  to provide direct 

pedestrian access to the Library site .  

- A new service road/fire lane will be developed behind 

Henson Hall.  

 
Architecture  

- The design and material/color palette will conform to the 

spirit and specific requirements of the 2000 Architectural 

Guidelines of the College at Wise and will provide a 

consistent visual quality and affinity with adjacent campus 

buildings  that comply with these guidelines ; e.g., S lemp 

Student Center.   

-  The building will be visible from all four sides.  Ca re 

will be taken to offer well designed facades for all 

elevations , as well as for  the roof form/shape.  

-  Massing to be four to six stories to address slope 

condition and to be topped with a hipped roof.  

-  The building will provide 24 hour access (includin g 

handicapped) between the upper and lower campuses while 

maintaining the libraryôs need for controlled  point s of 

entry.  

-  Evaluate and integrate the basic tenets of sustainable 

design to achieve LEED certification.  

 
Landscape   

- Walkways will encompass planting and paving schemes to 

achieve coordinated pedestrian scale and welcoming exterior 

public spaces.  

-  Plantings will not impede views to the lake, natural areas 

or distant mountains.  

-  Plantings will be low maintenance, non - invasive and not 

create sa fety or security concerns.  

-  Preserve any existing trees and incorporate into design 

where possible.  The University Landscape Architect will 

tag significant trees to be preserved.  

-  Carefully locate and screen service loading area, 

trash/recycling area, a nd above - grade utilities: e.g., 

transformers, backflow preventers, with appropriate screen 

walls.  Screen is not to be accomplished solely with 

vegetation.  

-  Provide adequate pedestrian lighting and utilize campus 

standard light poles.  

-  Landscape design must incorporate required stormwater 

quality and quantity controls and best practice standards.  
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Review and Compliance  

The Office of the Architect for the University is responsible 

for the review and approval of project compliance with these 

guidelines .  
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  

BOARD OF VISITORS AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

BOARD MEETING:   September 11,  2009 

 

COMMITTEE:   Buildings and Grounds  

 

AGENDA ITEM:  II. B.   Schematic Design Approval , Rehearsal 

Hall  

 

    $12.7 million -  Gifts  

 

BACKGROUND:  In April 2009, the Board of Visitors approved the 

Rehearsal Hall project at a budget range of $10.7 to $12.7 

million, from gifts.   The Rehearsal Hall will provide rehearsal 

and support spaces for the University Band  Program  and for the 

McIntire Department of Music.  This 16,400 gross square foot 

facility will be a two - story structure set into the hillside 

north of Ruffin Hall between Culbreth Road and the CSX railroad 

right - of - way.  The building will include a large rehearsa l room 

sized to accommodate the University Band ( 250+ musicians ) , small 

ensemble rehearsal rooms, band offices, and support spaces.  The 

building and its associated site improvements represent a nother  

major step towards the completion of the Arts Grounds o f the 

University.   

 

The project was approved in April 2009 as an addition to 

the Major Capital Projects Program.  The Concept, Site, and 

Design Guidelines and the design architect, William Rawn 

Associates, were approved in February 2009.  The project was 

presented for schematic design review in June 2009.  

 

DISCUSSION:  At this point in the design, a firm budget for this 

construction project is recommended at $12.7 million in gift  

funds .  William Rawn Associates has developed the s chematic 

design  in collaboration with the Architect for the University ,  

representatives from the College  and Graduate School of Arts & 

Sciences,  the University Band ,  and Facilities Management .  Mr. 

Neuman will review the design with the Committee .  

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  Approval  by the Buildings and Grounds Committee  
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN APPROVAL, REHEARSAL HALL  

 

  RESOLVED, the schematic design , dated  September 11, 2009 , 

and prepared by William Rawn Associates, Boston, in conjunction 

with the Architect for the University and others, for  the 

Rehearsal Hall, is approved  for further development and 

construction.  

 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that a budget of $12.7 million is 

established for the constr uction of the Rehearsal Hall.  
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Arts Grounds Master Site Plan  
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Proposed Rehearsal Hall Site Plan  

 

 

View of the Site from the Culbreth Road Garage  with Ruffin Hall 

to the south.  
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Ruffin Hall  

 

Drama Building   
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Adjacent Buildings in Arts Grounds

 

Rehearsal Hall Study Model  

 
 

Rehearsal Hall Study Model  
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Rehearsal Hall Rendering s  

 

 
 

View from Drama Building to Site  

 

 

 
 

View from Drama Building with Rehearsal Hall  
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  

BOARD OF VISITORS AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

BOARD MEETING:   September 11 , 200 9 

 

COMMITTEE:   Buildings and Grounds  

 

AGENDA ITEM:   III.  Schematic Design Review,    

    Bookstore Expansion  

    

  $ 7.0 million Bookstore revenues  

 $ 3.6 million  University debt  

    $10.6 million  

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  None   

 

BACKGROUND:  The project was approved by the Board in January 

2007.   The Architect Selection of Bowie Gridley Architects and  

the  Concept, Site and Design Guidelines were approved at the 

February 05, 2009 meeting of the Building s and Grounds 

Committee.  A report on the schematic design will be presented 

at the September, 2009 meeting, with schematic design approval 

anticipated at the November, 2009 Board Meeting.  

 

The proposed project will construct approximately 16,000 

gross square feet of space along t he western side of the 

existing Bookstore facility , as originally planned .   The 

additional space is necessary to meet the needs of expanding 

student, faculty, and staff populations desiring products and 

services not previously available through university bookstores.  

 

With minimum impact on day - to - day operations, the new 

construction will connect seamlessly with the existing building. 

The new floor area will be designed for long - range flexibility 

so that the Bookstore can continue to adapt to the ever - chan ging 

mix of products, services and consumer expectations.  Product 

merchandising will benefit from an improved customer experience. 

The addition will  make it possible to offer seating for reading, 

special events or University visitors enjoying the cafe.   

 

Cost estimates during design development will determine the 

extent of interior renovat ions within the approved budget.  All 

exterior design details will be in keeping with the existing 

facilities.   
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DISCUSSION:  The Office of the Architect has prepared a review 

of the schematic design progress to date.  Mr. Neuman will 

review th is design  with the Committee.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Site Location  
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Aerial View with Addition  

 

 

 

 
 

Overall Building Section 
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Existing View from near the Dell Pond  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
View from near the Dell Pond with Bookstore Addition  

  


