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THE GREEKS AND ROMANS 
at the 

University of Virginia  
 

FALL, 2008 
 
 

 
Each semester the faculty of the Department of Classics and their colleagues in other 
departments offer a rich program of courses and special events in Classical studies.  The Greeks 
and Romans is published to inform the University community of the wealth of opportunities for 
study during the Fall semester, 2008.  These are described in the next pages under the following 
headings: 

 
I. GREEKS:    Courses in the Greek language and literature, and 
    in Greek art, ideas, history, and other aspects of 
    Greek civilization. 
 
II. ROMANS:  Courses in the Latin language and Roman literature,  
    and in Roman art, history, and other aspects of 
    Roman civilization. 
 
III. COMPARATIVE: Courses presenting Classical studies in relation to 
    other subjects. 
 
IV. SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
  AND EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****************************************** 
 



 2 

I.     THE GREEKS 
 
 
The Greek World 
 
CLAS 201   GREEK CIVILIZATION   TR           930-1045  
Mr. George <chg4n>     
         
  Discusssion 
    Mr. George    F                    1000-1050 
         F             1100-1150 
         F                   1200-1250 
         F                   1400-1450 
 
An introduction to the literature and history of ancient Greece with particular emphasis on Greek 
beliefs regarding morality and justice, the gods, non-Greeks, and the arts. All readings will be in 
translation, including Homer, Herodotus, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Thucydides, 
Aristophanes, and Plato. Midterm, final, and two writing projects. 
 
 
ARTH 213    GREEK ART    MWF        1000-1050 
Mr. Bell <mb2s>  
 
A survey of Greek art from ca. 1000 B.C. to ca. 100 B.C. Works of Greek painting and sculpture 
are studied in their cultural settings--in agora, temple, and cemetery; in Panhellenic sanctuaries 
and private houses. The course examines such themes as mythological narrative, artistic 
conventions, gender distinctions in art, and heroic and athletic nudity.   
 
 
HIEU 203  AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF ANCIENT GREECE 
Ms. Meyer (eam2n)     MW + Section        1100-1150 
 
History of Ancient Greece from the Homeric period to the death of Alexander the Great.  
Development of the city-state, Athenian democracy, and the nature of Greek politics; the conflict 
between Greece and Persia, and between Sparta and the Athenian naval empire; consequences of 
the latter conflict--the Peloponnesian War--for subsequent Greek history; finally, the 
Macedonian conquest of Greece and Persia. 
 
Lecture and weekly discussions; midterm, final, seven-page paper, and occasional quizzes in 
section.  Weekly readings will average between 100 and 125 pages a week, to be taken from the 
following (students are not responsible--for exam purposes--for the entirety of any of these, 
although--note!--they will have to read all of either Herodotus or Thucydides for the paper): 
 
  



 3 

 Herodotus, History (Chicago) 
     Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War (Landmark) 
    Plutarch, Greek Lives (Oxford) 
    Plato, The Apology of Socrates 
      J. M. Moore, Aristotle and Xenophon on Democracy and Oligarchy (California) 
      Pomeroy, Burstein, Donlan and Roberts, Ancient Greece:  A Political, Social, and  
 Cultural History  (second edition, Oxford 2008)  and a course packet 
 
 
PHIL 258   ANCIENT POLITICAL THOUGHT MW       1100-1150 
Mr. Devereux <dtd2e>  
 
A survey of the political ideas and theories of the ancient Greeks beginning with the early poets 
and sophists, and extending to the late Hellensitic philosophers, the Stoics and Epicureans.  
Particular attention will be paid to the theories of Plato and Aristotle.  Readings will include 
Plato’s Republic and Statesman, and Aristotle’s Politics and sections of his Nicomachean Ethics.  
Requirements: 2 papers, a mid-term, and a final exam. 
 
 
PHIL 311          PLATO 
Mr. Scott <djs6u>       TR              1100-1215 
 
This course will survey a range of Plato's dialogues, starting with the Apology and working 
through the Euthyphro, Protagoras, Meno, Gorgias, and the Republic.  Reference will also be 
made to the Symposium, Pledo and Parmenides.  Although I shall aim to read the different 
dialogues as wholes, I shall also give a synoptic overview of the different themes explored in the 
dialogues, e.g., political, psychological, metaphysical and epistemological. 
 
 
ARTH 312   GREEK VASE PAINTING  TR              1230-1345 
Ms. Smith <tjs6e> 
 
This class will survey the major styles, techniques, and painters of Greek vases produced in the Archaic 
and Classical periods (c. 700-350 BC). It will further emphasize themes of both mythology and daily life, 
and the relationship of vases to other art forms, such as sculpture, coins, and gems. Requirements include 
a midterm exam, a final exam, and two short papers (5-6 pages). 
 
 
ARTH 491   ART AND MYTH   W        1300-1530 
Mr. Barolsky <pb4r> 
 
In this seminar we will study the ways in which artists throughout the history of Western art have 
interpreted the myths of ancient Greece and Rome. Our principal text will be Ovid's 
Metamorphoses, a work much loved by the painters and sculptors of modern Europe. We will 
discuss the mythological works of Botticelli, Michelangelo, Correggio, Titian, Bernini, Rubens, 
Rembrandt, Velazquez, Poussin, Boucher, Delacroix, and Picasso among other masters. 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PHIL 711   PLATO'S THEORY OF FORMS 
Mr. Devereux <dtd2e>      M        1530-1800 
              
We will discuss the influences and motivations that led Plato to develop the theory of Forms; 
what sorts of problems the theory is designed to solve, and what are some of the main difficulties 
inherent in the theory.   In connection with the latter, we will look at objections to the theory 
posed by Aristotle as well as Plato himself. 
 
 
 
The Greek Language 
 
GREE 101   ELEMENTARY GREEK I  MWF                    1000-1050 
Mr. Kovacs <pdk7g> 
 

Discussion       TR        1100-1215 
         TR        1230-1345 
 
The elements of ancient Greek, including the forms of verbs and nouns, the rules of syntax, and a 
beginning vocabulary. This and the following semester course (GREE 102) are preparation for 
either GREE 201, 202 (Xenophon, Plato, Herodotus, and Euripides) or GREEK 223, 224 (the 
Gospels and Epistles of the New Testament).  There will be short readings, exercises in writing 
Greek, frequent quizzes, and an hour exam and a final. 
 
 
GREE 201               INTERMEDIATE GREEK I         MWF             900-950  
Mr. Dillery <jdd4n> 
 
Beginning with a review of grammar this course takes students through portions of Xenophon's 
historical work Hellenica and through Plato's Apology.   Advanced grammar is introduced as 
needed and reinforced by exercises in writing Greek. 
 
 
GREE 223   NEW TESTAMENT I  TR         1400-1515 
Mrs. Kovacs <jkovacs> 
 
The aims of this course are to solidify your knowledge of Hellenistic Greek grammar and 
vocabulary and to gain speed and proficiency in reading and translating the Greek New 
Testament.  We will read passages from I Corinthians and Romans, as well as some passages 
from the Acts of the Apostles.  We will also consider some of the principles of New Testament 
textual criticism.  Prerequisite: Greek 101-102 or permission of the instructor.  Graduate students 
should consult instructor about registration. 
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GREE 301   ADVANCED READING IN GREEK I   
Mr. Mikalson  <jdm9x>      MWF                    1000-1050 
 
A reading of Euripides' Ion and prose accounts of Delphic oracles from Herodotus and Plutarch. 
 
 
GREEK  504  PROSE COMPOSITION     MWF                   1200-1250 
Mr. Kovacs <pdk7g> 
 
Weekly exercises in translating English into Greek.  We will begin with what I call "advanced 
elementary" sentences, only a little bit more difficult than the kind of sentences one does in 
elementary Greek.  We will continue with connected paragraphs written for translation into 
Greek, move on to a couple of "retranslation" exercises, i.e. translating a translation of a Greek 
author back into Greek, and end with a few exercises turning modern English into Greek.  This 
will be accompanied by readings in Greek prose authors with attention to their style.  
 
 
GREEK 515   SOPHOCLES   TR              0930-1045  
Mr. Mikalson <jdm9x> 
 
Close reading of the Antigone, Oedipus Tyrannos and one other play, with some emphasis on 
style and prosody.  Quizzes, an exam after each play, a short textual commentary, and a final 
paper. 
 
 
GREEK 837/ARAH 937  GREEK SYMPOSIUM TR        1400-1515 
Mrs. Clay <jsc2t> 
Mr. Bell <mb2s> 
 
We will explore the symposium as a defining institution in archaic and early classical Greek 
culture, as a locus for the production of poetry, as a dedicated space in domestic and religious 
architecture, and as a leading theme in funerary and vase painting. 
 
There will be student presentations and a major paper.  Students will need to have a solid 
command of Greek and have some acquaintance with Greek Lyric poetry (e.g. the material in 
Campbell). Enrollment limited to 17. 
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II.   THE ROMANS 
 
The Roman World 
 
ARTH 491   ART AND MYTH   W        1300-1530 
Mr. Barolsky <pb4r> 
 
In this seminar we will study the ways in which artists throughout the history of Western art have 
interpreted the myths of ancient Greece and Rome. Our principal text will be Ovid's 
Metamorphoses, a work much loved by the painters and sculptors of modern Europe. We will 
discuss the mythological works of Botticelli, Michelangelo, Correggio, Titian, Bernini, Rubens, 
Rembrandt, Velazquez, Poussin, Boucher, Delacroix, and Picasso among other masters. 
 
 
HIEU 304   THE FALL OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC TR         11-12:15 
Ms. Meyer <eam2n> 
 
This upper-level lecture class assumes a basic knowledge of Roman history.  It will cover the 
most tumultuous period in Roman history, that which stretches from 133 B.C. to the 
establishment of Octavian (Augustus) as the first emperor in 27 B.C.  This was the age of the 
great generals (Marius, Sulla, Pompey, Caesar); of great oratory (Cicero), of amazing changes in 
the city of Rome itself, in Italy, and in the ever-growing provinces; an age of shifting political 
alliances, howling crowds, and the eventual transformation of a Republic into a monarchy.  How 
did this come about?  Could the Republic maintain an empire, or was the dominance of one man 
unavoidable?  We will read mostly primary sources in translation, averaging about 140 pages a 
week; there will be sporadic discussions, a midterm, a final, one 5-6 page paper, and one 10-12 
page paper.  Reading will be drawn from: 
  
 H.H. Scullard, From the Gracchi to Nero (fifth edition, 1982) 
 Plutarch, Makers of Rome and The Fall of the Roman Republic (Penguin) 
 Sallust, Jugurthine War and Conspiracy of Catiline (Penguin, transl. Woodman 2007) 
 Julius Caesar, Civil Wars and Gallic War (Oxford) 
 M. Tullius Cicero, On Government and Selected Political Speeches (Penguin) 
 and a course packet 
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The Latin Language 
 
 
LATI 101 ELEMENTARY LATIN MWF                    1100-1150 
Ms. Crawford  <jwc8n>                  
  

Discussion        TR          930-1045 
         TR                   1100-1215 
        TR        1230-1345  

                              
Beginning grammar and composition with simple Latin readings. 
 
 
LATI 103 FUNDAMENTALS OF LATIN  
  
   MTWR                 0900-0950   
   MTWR                 1000-1050 
   MTWR                 1300-1350 
 
Review of basic Latin grammar and vocabulary, with simple readings.  Prerequisite:  Two or 
more years of high school Latin. 
 
 
LATI 201  INTERMEDIATE LATIN I  
    
     MWF                     0900-0950 
     MWF   1100-1150 
     MWF 1300-1350           >   MWF 1300-1350    
 
Introductory readings from Latin literature. 
 
 
LATI 202 INTERMEDIATE LATIN II 
    
     MWF 1100-1150 
     MWF  1300-1350 
 
Selected readings from Latin literature. 
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LATI 302 CATULLUS    MWF                     1300-1350 
Mr. Woodman <ajw6n> 
 
The plan in this class is to read as representative a selection as possible of the poems of Catullus, 
recognised as one of the world's greatest love poets. The emphasis will be on translating and 
interpreting individual poems, paying attention above all to their language and structure. 
 
 
LATI 307   LIVY     MWF        1100-1150 
Mr. Dillery <jdd4n> 
 
Extensive reading from Livy Book 1, centering on the origins and early history of Rome through 
the foundation of the Republic.  Emphasis will be on close reading of the Latin, but we will also 
discuss larger issues of history and historiography.  Requirements will include one or more hour 
exams, a final exam, and a paper. 
 
 
LATIN 403   CICERO, Philosophy     MWF            1300-1350 
Ms. Crawford <jwc8n> 
 
This course will focus on Cicero’s philosophical work on the nature of the gods, De Natura 
Deorum. There will be close reading, translation, analysis and discussion of the first book; in 
addition, we will read the whole work in translation with a view toward learning about the 
various philosophical schools represented in the dialogue and Cicero’s own philosophical 
thought. 
 
 
LATI 410 LUCRETIUS                                    TR                    1400-1450 
Mr. George <chg4n> 
 
Reading of substantial selections from Lucretius' poem about the nature of the universe, to 
include topics such as atomic theory, death, love, the origin of civilization, and Lucretius' 
attitude to other philosophers, especially Epicurus. Class discussion will range from grammatical 
difficulties and meter to style, genre, and the place of Epicureanism in the Roman Republic. 
Midterm, final, and paper. 
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LATIN 505   LATIN PALAEOGRAPY           TR        1530-1645            
Mr. Hays <bgh2n> 
  
An introduction to Latin paleography and related topics, including the theory and practice of 
Latin textual criticism and the transmission of Latin texts from late antiquity through the 
Renaissance. We will survey the development of the various scripts and practice reading them. 
We will also read and discuss major contributions to the history and theory of paleography, 
textual criticism and editing. 
  
Requirements will include one or more substantial reports, regular exercises in transcription and 
collation, and a substantial research paper or project. Graduate students from other departments 
are very welcome. The course will not involve translation of Latin on a large scale, but students 
should have a basic mastery of the language (at least three years at the college level). Reading 
knowledge of German and/or Italian would be helpful but is not required. This course is intended 
primarily for graduate students; advanced undergraduates should contact the instructor before the 
first class meeting. 
 
 
LATI 507   PROPERTIUS          MW       1530-1645  
Mr. Woodman <ajw6n> 
 
Propertius, the Augustan poet whose elegies are recognised as being amongst the most difficult 
poems in Latin, has been the subject of much recent scholarship. In particular there has appeared 
a radical new Oxford Classical Text from S.J. Heyworth, accompanied by an ample explanatory 
commentary; and also a substantial interpretative monograph from Francis Cairns. The aim in 
this class is to read Propertius' elegies in the light of new work such as this. 
 
 
 

III.   COMPARATIVE STUDIES 
 
 
 
RELC 205 HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY I         TR     1400-1530 
Mr. Wilken <rlw2w>    Plus Discussion 
 
How did Christianity evolve from a small Jewish sect in Palestine into a church that embraced 
the Mediterranean world, Europe, the Middle East, Byzantium and the Slavic peoples?  How did 
the teachings of Jesus and the events of his life become the foundation for a complex system of 
belief (e.g. Trinity), ethics (e.g. marriage), worship?  What was the origin and development of 
Christian institutions and practices, e.g. bishops and clergy, the papacy, monasticism, Baptism, 
Communion, et al.  How did the Bible take its present form?  How was this faith understood and 
explained in rational terms?  These are the broader questions addressed in a survey of the first 
thousand years of Christian history. 
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IV.   SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
 
 
The James S. Constantine Lectureship 
 
The James S. Constantine annual lectureship was established in 1987 by the colleagues, friends, 
and former students of James S. Constantine, in recognition of his contributions to the teaching 
and study of the Classics.   
 
 
The Arthur F. Stocker Lectureship 
 
The Arthur F. Stocker Endowment Fund for Classical Lectures was established in 1984 by the 
colleagues, friends, and former students of Arthur F. Stocker, in recognition of his contributions 
to the field of Classics.   
 
 
Colloquium Sponsored by the Classics Graduate Association 
 
Each year the graduate students of the Department of Classics sponsor a colloquium with 
lectures by distinguished scholars of their own choosing. 
 
 
Tuesday Luncheons 
 
At Tuesday Luncheons during the academic year, students, faculty of the Classics Department, 
and other persons with classical interests hear and discuss papers relevant to the Classics. 
 
 
Annual Fall Meeting of the Classical Association of Virginia 
 
Each year, the Classical Association of Virginia holds its autumn meeting at the University of 
Virginia.  At this meeting, attended by secondary school teachers and faculty from colleges and 
universities throughout the state, papers by members and by a distinguished guest lecturer are 
read and, also, a luncheon and reception are held. 
 
 
The Virginia Senior Classical League 
 
The Virginia Senior Classical League is a statewide organization of college students who are 
interested in the ancient world.  The VSCL assists the Virginia Junior Classical League at the 
BJCL Convention each fall.  Each year the VSCL also runs two Certamina (academic 
competition for high school Latin students) for the VJCL.  Students interested in joining should 
e-mail president@vscl.org. 
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The Classics Club at UVA 
 
The purpose of the Classics Club is to promote community both among Classics Majors and 
other interested undergraduates through the facilitation of educational, social, and service-related 
activities.  For further information send an e-mail to classicsclub@virginia.edu. 
 
 
The Archaeological Institute of America 
 
The Archaeological Institute of America is an educational and scientific society of archaeologists 
and others interested in archaeological study and research.  There is a chapter of the AIA in 
Charlottesville, and those interested in joining should contact Professor John J. Dobbins 
<dobbins@virginia.edu>.  The AIA sponsors a series of lectures, which are free and open to the 
public.   
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