UCAN
The University Career Assistance Network (UCAN) is a networking tool designed by the Alumni Association to help you connect with alumni. By registering for an account at Hoosonline.com, you have the ability to contact any of the 25,000 alumni who have agreed to help fellow alumni and current U.Va. students. Alumni in UCAN are open to providing advice and perspectives regarding their major and career decisions, job search strategies, and experiences in the world of work. 
How to get started:

1. Visit hoosonline.com and register as a new user. Someone in the Alumni Office will verify that you are a current student and will send you an access code.

2. Once registration is complete, log into your new account. From the menu on the left hand side, select the “Career Assistance” option.

3. Use the UCAN Simple or Advanced Search to find alumni who share your major, career field or geographic location of interest, and/or University affiliations. 

4. A maximum of 500 results will be displayed. Narrow your search criteria if you have too many results.

5. Once you have found someone of interest, click on their last name. This will take you to a new page.

6. From this new page, click “Add to UCAN folder.”

7. As you add contacts to your folder, you can click on full names to review alumni contact information, such as email address, phone number, and mailing address. 

8. At the top of each contact’s personal page you will find “Suggested Text for Contacting Career Resource Contacts.” Draft a message and initiate contact.
When you speak with alumni to ask for tips and advice, you will conduct an “informational interview.” That is, you interview people who share your interests to gather information. 

Learn more about informational interviewing and networking with this UCS handout:
http://www.career.virginia.edu/students/resources/handouts/networking.pdf
Questions about UCAN? Drop by UCS during walk-in hours, M-F, noon-3:45pm. 
