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Mohammed Al-Atoui is from Saudi Arabia.  He is a hydrographic officer in the 
hydrographic department of the Military Survey Department in Saudi Arabia. 
 
Faisal Al-Saaq is from Saudi Arabia.  He is a hydrographic officer in the hydrographic 
department of the Military Survey Department in Saudi Arabia.  He holds a B.S. in 
Marine Science. 
 
Verda Akün is from Turkey.  She is a research assistant at the University of Istanbul, 
Faculty of Law. She is interested in law of the sea, international environmental law, and 
marine pollution.  She plans to complete a doctorate in Public International law. 
 
Finnur Birgisson is from Iceland.  He is First Secretary in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Iceland where his main area of responsibility has been legal and institutional 
matters concerning Iceland’s trade policy.  He has a law degree. 
 
Arianna Broggiato is from Italy.  She now works as a researcher in law in the European 
Academy in Bolzano and hopes to switch to a research center specializing in law of the 
sea.  She has a degree in Political Science and an LL.M. in Environmental Law. 
 
Mohsen Daneshmand is from Iran.  He is a diplomat at the embassy of Iran in Athens and 
is in charge of political and international affairs.  He has an M.A. in Political Science. 
 
Alexandra Edgar is from New Zealand.  She is the Senior International Advisor at the 
New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries.  She is working on her Master’s degree in Resource 
Studies. 
 
Jasper Erekosima is from Nigeria.  He is a lawyer who wishes to expand his knowledge 
of the law of the sea.  He holds a BL and LLB. 
 
Edwin Estrada is from the Philippines.  He is a foreign affairs research specialist. His 
areas of specialization include issues on the South China Sea dispute and UNCLOS.  His 
B.A. in Political Science is from the University of the Philippines. 
 
Paulo Ezequiel is from Mozambique.  He is Senior Legal Adviser at the Instituto 
Nacional do Mar e Fronteiras of Mozambique (National Institute of Sea and Borders) and 
Assistant Lecturer at the Universidade Técnica de Moçambique.  His law degree is from 
Eduardo Mondiane University. 
 
Judith Fischer is from The Netherlands.  She is a PhD student researching in the area of 
the law of the sea.  She holds an LL.M. degree from the University of Amsterdam Law 
School. 
 



Gudni Gunnarsson is from Iceland.  She is a production manager with a B.S. in Fishery 
Science. 
 
Tatjana Hema is from Albania.  She is a program officer with the United Nations 
Environment Programme, Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan.  She is 
responsible for following the development of the legal framework of the Barcelona 
Convention and its Protocols. Her doctorate in Science is from the University of Tirana. 
 
Nong Hong is from China.  She is a researcher at the National Institute for the South 
China Sea Studies.  Her research focuses on the applicability of UNCLOS in the 
countries involved in the South China Sea disputes.  She has a Master’s degree in Public 
Management. 
 
Elisio Jamine is from Mozambique.  He is a Research and Documentation Officer in the 
National Institute of Maritime and Borders Affairs (Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation of the Republic of Mozambique).  He is working with the Center for Oceans 
Law and Policy, University of Virginia School of Law on research on the law of the sea 
(United Nations—Nippon Foundation Fellowship Programme). 
 
Baris Kalkavan is from Turkey.  He is First Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkey.  He has been posted twice to the Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and 
Aviation, and specialized particularly on Aviation matters.  His B.A. is in International 
Relations. 
 
Elise Karlsen is from Norway.  She holds a law degree and is a research fellow at the 
Faculty of Law, University of Tromsø.  She has lectured for the past two years at the 
Faculty of Law in Tromsø on the law of the sea and environmental law. 
 
Terje Lobach is from Norway.  He is Senior Legal Adviser at the Directorate of Fisheries 
in Bergen.  His law degree is from the University of Bergen.  He specializes in bilateral 
and multilateral negotiations and consultations in the field of marine management.  His 
legal work has related to most aspects of the management of marine resources. 
 
Keith Lewis is from Canada.  He is a Legal Officer for the Oceans and Environmental 
Law Division at the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of the 
government of Canada.  He holds an LL. B from the University of Toronto. 
 
Steinar Matthiasson is from Iceland.  He is an Adviser at the Ministry of Fisheries in 
Iceland.  He holds an MS in Strategic Management and Environmental Science from the 
University of Iceland. 
 
Sainivalati Navoti is from Fiji.  He is the Legal Adviser at the Permanent Mission of Fiji 
to the UN. In addition to his responsibilities in the United Nations General Assembly’s 
Third and Sixth Committee, he is also Fiji’s representative in oceans and law of the sea 
matters. 
 



Marvin Ngirutang is from Palau.  He is Senior Foreign Service Officer at the Bureau of 
Foreign Affairs at the Ministry of State in Koror, Palau.  He analyzes, formulates, and 
manages policies on international security, disarmament, and sustainable development, 
and is also a speechwriter for the President and Minister of State. 
 
Bruno Noriega is from Peru.  He is a diplomat in the division of Maritime Sovereignty, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  He holds a Master in International Relations degree from 
the Peruvian Diplomatic Academy. 
 
Alina Orosan is from Romania.  She is Third Secretary, Directorate General for Legal 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  She is also a member of the Bureau for Frontiers 
and Maritime Delimitations within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  She has a law degree. 
 
Marco Nielebock is from Germany.  He is a jurist and scientific assistant.  He is 
especially interested in environmental impacts of fisheries on the North Sea, including 
LOSC and its regulations regarding fisheries. In his doctoral thesis he is analyzing 
European fisheries law. 
 
Efthymios Papastavridis is from Greece.  He is an attorney and currently a Ph.D. 
candidate in international law at University College in London.  His doctoral thesis 
addresses interference with foreign flagged vessels on the high seas. 
 
Emilena Popova is from Bulgaria.  She is Director of the International Law Directorate. 
Her law degree is from Sofia University. 
 
Eugeniu Revenco is from Moldova.  He is Deputy Permanent Representative and 
Counselor at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Moldova to the UN and other 
international organizations in Geneva.  His LL.M. is in European Law. 
 
Constantinos Salonidis is from Greece.  He holds an LL.M. degree in International Law 
from the Democritus University of Thrace and is currently a Ph.D. candidate there. 
 
William Sloan is from the United States.   He has a JD from the University of California.  
He represents a variety of clients in natural resource, land use, eminent domain and 
boundary dispute litigation. 
 
Laurel Simm is from New Zealand.  She is a legal advisor in the Legal Division, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade of New Zealand.  She is part of the Oceans, Fisheries, 
Environment, Antarctica and Pacific team.  Areas of responsibility include UNCLOS and 
related bodies. 
 
Alexander Surzhin is from the Russian Federation.  He is Assistant of the President of the 
Russian Association of International Law.  His law degree is from Moscow State Social 
University. His thesis was the “Legal Regime of the Black Sea.” 
 



Mang Thang is from Myanmar.  He is a career diplomat and the desk officer of the 
Maritime Boundary Delimitation Unit at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Myanmar.  
Currently he is doing research at the Marine Law and Ocean Policy Centre in Galway. 
 
Levan Tsurtsumia is from Georgia.  He is Councillor, International Law Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia.  He has a Master’s degree in International 
Maritime Law from the International Maritime Law Institute, Malta. 
 
Robert Van Dijk is from The Netherlands.  He is Senior Legal Counsel for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in The Hague (International Law Division).  He was also a legal 
officer for the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  His LL.M. is from Utrecht 
University. 
 
Sarah Wynn-Williams is from New Zealand.  She is International Legal 
Adviser/Diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade in New Zealand.  Her 
LL.M. is from Victoria University of Wellington. 
 
Lu Ji Wu is from China.  She is a researcher and presently works in the China Institute 
for Marine Affairs, State Oceanic Administration.  Her research areas include marine 
strategy, policies and laws, and regulations. 
 
Melike Yilmaz is from Turkey.  She is Legal Counsel at the Department of Law, Turkish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  She holds an LL.M. from Ankara University. 
 


