
The Center for International Studies and the 
East Asia Center held a panel yesterday on the 
current crisis in Japan following the destruc-
tive earthquake and tsunami. The panel fea-
tured six professors from the Education 
School, Architecture School and the politics 
and anthropology departments.  

March 11, a 9.0 magnitude earthquake hit the 
coast of Japan, the largest to strike the coun-
try, which was then combined with the effects 
of a tsunami. In addition, the nation faced the 
worst nuclear emergency since Chernobyl as 
leaks and explosions occurred in three reac-
tors at the Fukusima Daiichi Nuclear Power 
Station. Meanwhile, spent fuel rods at another 
reactor overheated and caught fire, causing 
radioactive material to be released directly 
into the atmosphere. 

Politics Prof. Len Schoppa served as the mod-
erator of the panel and focused on the way the 
Japanese political system is dealing with the 
disaster and nuclear power. 

ñLike virtually every other society, Japanôs po-
litical system is not perfect and disasters like 
these reveal its problems,ò Schoppa said. He 
said this crisis highlights mistakes the Japa-
nese government had made in deciding to al-

(Continued on page 13) 

Japan ñTeach-Inò: Professors Speak on Japan Crisis 
Source: Cavalier Daily, by Michaela Accardi, Staff Writer, March 25, 2011  

This summer the Asia Institute 
staff will help in the administra-
tion of three language learning 
programs: 
1. Chinese STARTALK  ï Miao-

fen Tseng directs the teacher 
training portion of this work-
shop, and participants have 
the opportunity to apply their 
newfound methodological 
approaches over a ten day 
period with local 9 th through 
12th grade students who at-
tend class for 3 hours each 
morning.  

2. Governorôs Japanese Acad-
emy  ï this program was 
developed by the Virginia 
Department of Education 

(Continued on page 11) 

Outreach and Asia Institute News          by Rachel Stauffer  
Looking for 

course listings?  

You can find the list-

ing of East Asia re-

lated courses for Fall 

2011 online at:  

www.virginia.edu/

eastasia/courses.html  
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The Asia Institute and East Asia Center will have the National Geo-

graphic Society Giant Asia Map on loan and available for FREE use 

to schools September 26th, 2011 through October 14th, 2011.  

Politics Prof. Len Schoppa moderated the panel, 

which included Assoc. Architecture Professors 

John Quale and Kirk Martini, Education Professors 

Peter Sheras and Diane Hoffman, and Anthropol-

ogy Prof. Kath Weston. Photo by W. Cole Geddy  



Message from the Director     by: John Shepherd  

This has been a very busy and productive year for the East Asia Center.  This spring we saw successful searches result in the 
hiring of Japan specialist Allison Alexy in Anthropology, and specialist in Korean literature Susie Kim in DEALLC.  We also 
anticipate the hiring of a Weedon professor of Asian Architecture.   Our speakers series has been packed with as many as 
fourteen events this spring, bringing us specialists on a wide range of topics.  On March 18 we celebrated the official open-
ing of the newly renovated Asian Reading Room in Alderman Library.   We are also saddened by the tragedy surrounding 
the earthquake and tsunami in Japan, and appreciate the efforts of faculty and students who have deepened our under-
standing of the impact of the events and are helping assist those affected. 
 
This is the first of four years The East Asia Center is serving as a Title VI National Resource Center. The NRC funding from 
the Dept. of Education is helping fund library acquisitions, innovation in language instruction and assessment tools, K -12 
outreach programs, the speaker series, new course development, and workshops and conferences.  Rich Cohen, managing 
director of the EAC, has been overseeing the administration of the Title VI grant.  Thanks to DOE funding we have been 
able to offer Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) fellowships, including tuition and stipend support, to four graduate 
students and five undergraduates during the academic year, and  to six students for language study during the summer. 
 
Our evolving trilateral relationship with HKUST and Peking University has resulted so far in two workshops, one organized 
by anthropologist Fred Damon on southeast China held in Hong Kong in March, and one organized by historian Ellen 
Zhang on filial piety to be held in Beijing in June.   Professor Charles Laughlin is working hard on the arrangements for a 
summer conference in Beijing in August that will introduce as many as a dozen UVA professors from outside East Asian 
Studies to the possibilities of scholarly exchange through the trilateral relationship.  
 
Our outreach program, ably directed by Rachel Stauffer with the help of our students and faculty, is working hard to keep 
up with the growing interest in East Asia in the schools.  The summer will be a busy time as we sponsor Chinese Startalk, 
the Governorôs Japanese Academy,  and a Mandarin mini-course, and the Summer Language Institute conducts intensive 
courses in Chinese and Tibetan.   Professor Hsin-hsin Liang will oversee a large group of students studying Chinese in the 
UVA program at ECNU in Shanghai and architecture professor Yunsheng Huang will conduct the summer architecture pro-
gram at Peking University.  Our Weedon travel grants will also assist a good number of students pursuing studies in East 
Asia this summer. 
 
I am completing my third year as Director and will be on leave next year;  the new Director has yet to be announced.  Eliza-
beth Miller, who has worked in the EAC office for the past two years, will receive her East Asian Studies M.A. this May.  
Jaime Luce will return to Seattle.  We will also be sad to see historian Federico Marcon and Korean lecturer Soojeong Kim 
leave us at the end of the semester.  We wish them all the best in their new situations. 

Alumni News: Former M.A. Student Norm Apter Accepts Tenure -Track Position at 

Clark University  

Norm Apter, M.A. East Asian Studies 1999 will begin teaching next year in a tenure track position in Modern Chinese His-
tory   at Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts.   Norm will receive his Ph.D. in history at UCLA for a thesis entitled "T he 
Historical Evolution of Child Welfare in Twentieth -Century China."  

Alumni News: David DiValerio, Accepts Position at the University of Wisconsin -

Milwakee  

David DiValerio (M.A., Religious Studies, 2005) will receive his Ph.D in the Department of Religious Studies in May 2011.  His 
dissertation is titled "Subversive Sainthood and Tantric Fundamentalism: An Historical Study of Tibet's 'Holy Madmen.'"  Next  
year he will begin teaching in the religion and history programs at the University of Wisconsin -Milwaukee.  

Graduate Student News: Inhan Kim Accepts Position at the University of Colorado  

Inhan Kim accepted a tenure-track assistant professor position of Political Science Department at the University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs, which will begin this August.  He will defend his Ph.D. thesis in Politics at the end of April.  
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UVA Welcomes Chen Yuting (Vesper), 

Visiting Scholar from HKUST  

Chen Yuting conducted her dissertation fieldwork in Eastern Guangdong, 
a Hakka dialect speaking area. Her research applies her interest in land-
scape studies, popular religion, and social history to issues in south China 
at both the macro level of regional interaction and at the micro level of 
development of local communities and domestic groups. Yuting is cur-
rently working on the history of a local community and the relationship 
between the well-being of the elder generation and popular religion. This 
has led to two streams of research, one on the contemporary ethnography, 
dealing with the impact of urbanization on the elder generation, domestic 
groups, and the practice of popular religion. The other involves environ-
mental and social history from the seventeenth to the nineteenth century, 
the formation of landscape and the traditional architecture of the Hakka 
dialect speaking group. 

Chen Yuting is a visiting scholar from UVaôs partner institution Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology.  Other graduate students vis-
iting from HKUST are Matt Noellert, Anthropology, On Kit Tang, Philoso-
phy, and Zhangcuizi Jiang, History.  

Anthropology Department Welcomes New Hire, 

Professor Allison Alexy  

The Anthropology department is delighted to report that Allison Alexy has accepted its offer 

of a position as Assistant Professor beginning Fall 2011. Allison is currently Assistant Profes-

sor in the department of anthropology and sociology at Lafayette college, in Easton PA.  Ms. 

Alexy received her A. B. with honors in Anthropology and Sociology from the University of 

Chicago in 2001, and her Ph.D. in Anthropology from Yale University in 2008, for a disserta-

tion entitled ñIntimate Separations: Divorce and its Reverberations in Contemporary Ja-

panò.     Allison Alexy is the co-editor with R. Ronald of the volume ñHome and Family in Ja-

pan: Continuity and transformationò published by Routledge press in 2010.   She is also the 

author of several journal articles on the anthropology of marriage and divorce in modern Ja-

pan.  Professor Alexy will teach an anthropology class titled ñJapan: Culture, Society, Moder-

nityò in the upcoming Fall semester, 2011.  
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DEALLC Welcomes New Hire in Korean Literature, Professor Susie Kim  

     The DEALLC is pleased to 
announce that Susie Kim has 
accepted an offer to join the 
faculty this fall. Ms. Kim re-
ceived her B.A. in Comparative 
Literature at the University of 
California, Berkeley, her M.A. 
in Korean Literature, Seoul 
National University, (Seoul, 
Korea) and her Ph.D. in Com-
parative Literature, University 
of California, Los Angeles. Her 
primary field is Korean litera-
ture with areas of specializa-
tion in Korean film, Korean 
history, comparative literature, 
and modern Japanese litera-

ture.  
     In her latest research, Pro-
fessor Kim explores the role of 
history in textual representa-
tions of contemporary Korea, 
with a focus on the 1970s.  She 
is also interested in narratives 
of exile and alienation gener-
ated by national division, par-
ticularly in relation to the no-
tion of home. A project dealing 
with the historical juncture 
during the final hours of the 
ChosƮn period (1392-1910) is 
the focus of her book manu-
script, Writing New Identities 
in Turn of the Century Korea.  

This study looks at reform and 
ñcivilizationò disseminated 
through sinsosƮl (New Fiction) 
and print media on the eve of 
colonization as Korea faced the 
threat of foreign encroach-
ment, the demise of the tradi-
tional East Asian world order, 
and the task of negotiating a 
changing global paradigm of 
nation -states. Other research 
pursuits feature the specter of 
trauma haunting postwar Ko-
rean literature, as well as the 
genealogy of ñnew woman,ò 
from its emergence in the early 
1900s to the consummate 

ñmodern girlò in the colonial 
era. Ms. Kim is also engaged in 
research projects on Korean 
cinema.  
     Ms. Kim has taught at vari-
ous institutions such as UCLA, 
Yale University, Duke Univer-
sity, the University of Wash-
ington, and Korea University.  
     This fall, Ms. Kim will be 
teaching two new courses: 
ñIntroduction to Modern Ko-
rean Literatureò and ñKorean 
Cinema : Film, Culture and 
Society of Korea.ò 



Seminar on Chinese Classics, September 2010      

Tibet Day at UVa!         by Elizabeth Miller  

Anne Kinney of the University of Virginia and Moss Roberts of 

New York University held the first of a series of seminars on 

the Chinese Classics at New York University in September of 

2010, generously funded by Title VI and UVAôs East Asia Cen-

ter and the Department of East Asian Studies at NYU. Consid-

ering the central importance of these texts in the university 

curriculum, in addition to the recent spate of new archaeologi-

cal texts, the seminar will benefit both the field and our stu-

dents. The seminar will examine a different text each of the 

four years, beginning with the Book of Odes in 2010. The loca-

tion (NYU) has been selected to allow for inexpensive and con-

venient travel and lodging for a maximum number of special-

ists who live in the eastern part of the US. An edited volume 

containing these papers and those of the next seminar is in its 

planning stage. 

 

This coming fall we are planning a workshop on the Zuo zhuan. 

Presentations last Fall included: 

1. Constance Cook: ñWen Wang in Mao 235ò 

2. John Major: ñOde #243, óXia wuôЮ  and Variant Reading in 

Huainanzi 10.9ò 

3. Paul Goldin: ñMao 247, óJizuiô : Who Is Drunk in Mao 

247, 'They/We/He/She/It Am/Is/Are Drunk'?"  

4. Moss Roberts: ñThe Hidden Graphic-Phonetic Meanings in the 

Opening Phrases of Shi #1 and the First Poem of the Sanguoy-

anyi (Qing, Mao edition): From 'guan -guan' to 'gong-gong'" 

5. Margaret Pearson: ñYin and Yang in the Shijingò 

6. Anne Kinney: ñOde Stops Sexual Assault. Victim Claims: óI 

Pulled Out Mao 141 and He Just Walked Awayôò 

7. Gopal Sukhu: ñMao #9 óHan guangô and Human Sacrificeò 

8. Andrew Meyer: "Eros and Cosmos in the óGuan juô"  

9. Sarah Queen: "Is there a Suburban Sacrifice in the Shijing? 

Gongyang Readings ofOdes 236 and 238ò 

On February 18, 2011, UVa held another very successful Tibet Day.  Co-
sponsored by the Asia Institute and the Tibet Center, Tibet day included per-
formances by UVa students and staff as well as children from the local commu-
nity.  The Charlottesville Tibetan community came out in their finest tradi-
tional garb for the event, and a everyone enjoyed the day. 
 Tibet day began with a reception of guests in Minor Hall.  Table dis-
plays were set up by Ngawang Thokmey of the Tibetan Collection at the Uni-
versityôs library; Machik UVa, a chapter of the non-profit organization Machik 
which does education work on the Plateau; Tashi Choeling Buddhist Center of 
Charlottesville; the Tibetan and Himalayan Library (www.thlib.org); and other 
local and University organizations.  During the reception, attendees had an 
opportunity to interact with representatives of each organization, ask ques-
tions, and learn more about the Tibetan Studies resources at the University of 
Virginia, including program offerings in Anthropology and Religious Studies, 
as well as the DEALLC and the Summer Language Institute. 

 The opening reception was followed by performances of Tibetan traditional 
songs and dances.  Local community members, adults 
and children alike, took part, including the Tibetan 
language and culture Sunday School students (K-12 
ages).  Joining them for two songs were the Univer-
sityôs Tibetan language students, who performed the 
Tibetan alphabet song and a song of welcome.  Other 
performances included ñGasu Shu,ò a song from Kham 
(eastern Tibet), ñAmdo Shey,ò a song from Amdo 
(northeastern Tibet), and ñToshey Chola Tashi,ò a Ti-
betan classical song and dance. 
 For the grand finale, students, staff, and com-
munity members all joined together in a Tibetan tradi-
tional circle dance led by the DEALLCôs own Tsetan 
Nepali, Tibetan language instructor.  Also joining in 
the celebrations were the visiting fellows from the 
Education to Employment initiative.  A wonderful 
time was had by all! 
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Ngawang Thokmey of the UVA 
Tibetan library and Kunga Gyalt-
sen from Sichuan Provincial Ti-
betan Institute in conversation at 
the Tibet Day reception  

Tsetan Nepali, DEALLC Tibetan lecturer 
and organizer of UVaôs Tibet Day, with 
his Tibetan traditional hammer dulcimer  

Tsewang Yangzom, UVa 
nursing student, performs 
at UVa Tibet Day  



Tragedy in Japan ð A Message from the Asia Institute  

The unimaginable events that unfolded in Japan the week of March 11th and since have had an enormous 
impact in that nation and across the world. The destruction caused by natural events was unfathomable in 
and of itself, but the subsequent nuclear crisis has further complicated an already devastating situation. The 
total number of missing people and victims of the catastrophe is still increasing daily. This event has even 
impacted us locally here in Virginia: one of the casualties of this tragedy was Taylor Anderson, a graduate of 
Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, and of St. Catherineôs School in Richmond who was participating in 
the JET program as a teacher of American English and culture in the village of Ishinomaki, one of the areas 
hardest hit by the tsunami. Our thoughts are with Taylorôs family and with the families of others nationwide 
who lost loved ones in this heartbreaking disaster.  
The Asia Institute and the East Asia Center encourage people to donate to the charities and organizations 
that are contributing to the relief effort. We do not endorse any specific organizations over others, but we 
can suggest the following, although please do keep in mind that there are many organizations out there con-
tributing to the recovery and rebuilding of Japan:  
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UVaõs Japan Club Raises Funds for Earthquake Relief         by: Chase Uyeda  
The week of March 20th, UVA's Japan Club 

was very active tabling at various locations 

around Grounds (Newcomb, Thornton Hall, 

South Lawn) in an effort to raise funds to 

donate to the Japanese Red Cross. Other 

clubs representing Asian/Asian-Pacific 

American cultures and interests, including 

the Hong Kong Student Association, Korean 

Student Association, Alpha Kappa Delta Phi 

Sorority, and Global Student Council also 

volunteered their members for the drive. 

Over a span of five days, including March 

26thôs Japan Day event, Japan Club was  

successful in raising over $3,000 in relief 

funds which will go directly to the Japa-

nese Red Cross. The Japan Club thanks 

everyone who has expressed interest in 

collaborating and helping out in this time 

of need. 

¶ American Red Cross 

¶ Global Giving  

¶ International Medical Corps  

¶ Japanese Red Cross Society 

¶ Mercy Corps   

¶ Save the Children  

¶ UNICEF  

¶ World Vision  

¶ Japan Center for International 
Exchange  

¶ Japan Society  

¶ Japanese American Society of 
New York  

¶ Japanese Chamber of Commerce, 
NYC  

¶ JET Alumni Association  

¶ Peace Winds America  

¶ The U.S.-Japan Council  

¶ National Association of Japan-
America Societies  

Japanese Honor Society  
 

The Japanese Language Program nominated the following graduating students to the Japanese 
National Honor Society in recognition of their outstanding academic achievement.  Each stu-
dent will receive a formal certificate and red -and-white cord to wear during the Commence-
ment.  Also, the names of the students will be published in the Association of Teachers of Japa-
nese (ATJ) Newsletter and posted on the ATJ website.  Please join us in congratulating these 
outstanding students!   

Yaman Hama, Xiao Huang,  Alise Newman,  
Alyssa Paredes, Kimberly Patton,  
Gabriela Piatkowski,  Michael Wu 
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 For the past two months, the University of Virginiaôs Tibet Sustainable Governance Program (TGSP) at the Tibet Center and the 

Curry School of Education have hosted fourteen fellows from the Tibetan Plateau as a part of the Education to Employment Init iat ive (E2E). 

In partnership with the nonprofit Machik, the Tibetan and Himalayan Library and the UVa Curry School of Education, the E2E In iti ative 

seeks to create a foundation for the exploration of new models and practices to foster greater economic self-sufficiency for Tib etan commu-

nities through educational programs focused on workforce development on the Tibetan plateau. 

 The Education to Employment Initiative builds on previous initiatives focused on sustainable tourism and Tibetan social busin ess 

developed through TSGP in partnership between Machik and the University of Virginia. Drawing on these earlier programs, E2E seeks to 

develop new strategies and approaches to the challenges of improving educational platforms for expanding employment prospects and so-

cially beneficial economic revitalization in the Tibetan region.  

 The E2E Initiative included a 2 -month E2E Fellowship program in the US for fourteen Tibetans in the areas of vocational training , 

tourism, business, cultural preservation, and digital technology.  During their time at UVa, visiting fellows were given oppo rtu nities to meet 

with leaders at the University, Blue Ridge Community College, Piedmont Virginia Community College, and a number of vocational  tr aining 

institutions.  They also attended seminars on new digital technologies and their uses; met with entrepreneurs, development leaders, and 

business leaders; and worked in partnerships with UVa students and mentorships with professors to achieve their personal goals for the 

fellowship while also having an opportunity to connect directly with the University community.  

 The program also included a three week series of Education to Employment Forums to be held in the Tibetan areas of Utsang, 

Kham, and Amdo in summer 2011. The 2011 E2E Fellows include three researchers, four entrepreneurs, and three major cultural institu-

tions, two teachers and three community workers. The program was organized around four themes: Responsible Tourism, Social Entrepre-

neurship, Digital Technology and Cultural Preservation/Agency, and Vocational Training.  

 In addition, a policy research component links the activities and discussions across the themes and encompasses not only the tech-

nical and institutional aspects of public policy and administration, but also larger questions concerning the negotiation and  allocation of 

resources, social agency, and public authority. One of the objectives of the policy research component of the E2E Initiative is to produce a 

formal policy document through the course of the program.  

 The Education to Employment program concluded the portion of the initiative taking place at UVa with a concert at Southern Ca fe 

and Music Hall: ñSongs of Tibet: A Night of Tibetan Music,ò on Saturday, April 9, 2011.  

Page 6 

Education to Employment: Visiting Fellows  
Chokdan (Mchog Dan) : Since 2001, Mchog Dan has been teaching English at a Tibetan Middle School in Ngawa 

County. In order to improve the educational situation in this school and to support financially -challenged students, he 

has contacted various foundations, companies, and individuals to collect over 2,500 different reading materials in three 

languages. As a result of these efforts, he has also been able to support two students in college, nine high school and 

middle school students, ten primary school students, and has provided clothing to over 5,050 students over the years.  In 

June 2010, Mchog Dan started a tsampa (roasted barley flour) business to generate income to support students and to 

promote local business awareness.  Mchog Dan is passionate about computer technology. He has used his knowledge in 

this field to provide computer and English training to Tibetan students and to monks, and to assist them by installing 

software for free.  In 2009, he translated a book entitled How to Use a Computer Easily  from Chinese into Tibetan. It 

was published by Sichuan Nationalities Press House and distributed across rural Tibetan areas. 

 

Dechen Lhaze graduated from Southwest University for Nationalities with a Bachelor's 

Degree in Economics and a Master's Degree in Management in 2005.  Her passion for community work led her to work 

as a volunteer teacher in Dikyi Orphanage School in Lhasa in 2003. While in Lhasa, she coordinated the Traditional 

Handicraft Revival Training for Buddhist monks as part of a two -year UNESCO project in Tibet in 2004. Afterward, she 

joined The Bridge Fund and worked her way up from Communication Associate to Sichuan Regional Director.  At the 

same time, she helped Plateau Heritage Association, a grass-roots NGO (www.plateauheritage.org) to conduct various 

projects on cultural heritage preservation, particularly ancient homes, towers, and mural conservation. In addition, she 

initiated and formed the Tsechen Choling Women's Group in Minyag and conducted various projects focusing on 

women and children. Her work there included projects on rural women's hygiene and disease prevention awareness 

education. 

(Continued on page 7) 

by: Tashi Rabgey and 

Elizabeth Miller  



Education to Employment: Visiting Fellows  

Drolma Gyalpo , Drolma Gyalpo exemplifies the entrepreneurial spirit. After starting his career as a rickshaw driver 

in Lhasa, Drolma Gyalpo worked his way up in travel companies for eight years before striking out on his own and 

establishing the Tibet Namchen Travel Agency and Hotel Services Company.  Tibet Namchen has been operating for 

the last six years and employs over twenty people. Drolma Gyalpo is committed to the advancement and enrichment 

of his staff and other Tibetans interested in tourism --the largest industry in Tibetan areas of China. This commitment 

to creating training opportunities for local Tibetans to improve their competitiveness in the tourism industry in cen-

tral Tibet made Drolma Gyalpo an excellent choice for the TEEI fellowship program. Through the TEEI fellowship 

Drolma Gyalpo would like to connect with institutions and organizations that can help him to create a curriculum 

centered on practical skills development for Tibetans interested in entering the tourism 

industry or for those already in the field who seek to advance their careers.  

 

Druklha , is a professor of Tibetan studies at the top nationalities university in China --Beijing Nationalities Univer-

sity. He is keenly interested in exploring ways to improve education for Tibetan students that will allow them to re-

tain their language and culture while having optimal opportunities to integrate into the existing economic structures 

in meaningful ways.  

 

Kunga Gyaltsen  is an educator committed to the preservation and advancement of Tibetan 

language and culture, and has emerged as a leader in Tibetan-language education in Sichuan 

Province. Since 2002 he has served as the vice president of the unique and innovative Sichuan 

Provincial Tibetan Institute (SPTI). The SPTI stands out as one of the only post-primary education institutions in the 

Kham area of Tibet dedicated to a Tibetan language and culture-centered curriculum. Over the years, SPTI has produced 

graduates who are leaders in the fields of Tibetan studies, social entrepreneurship, Tibetan-language education, and 

cultural preservation. Kunga is dedicated to developing pathways for young Tibetans to continue to learn their language 

and traditions while obtaining the skills necessary to be competitive in the job market in China. He will work through the 

TEEI fellowship to explore ways to improve education to employment opportunities for Tibetans in the areas of handi-

craft production and sales, tourism, and traditional Tibetan medicine. Kunga will be paired with other fellows working to dev elop improved 

education to employment programs for primary, secondary, and post-secondary education on the Tibetan plateau.  

 

Lhamodeva is been the central Tibetan in Winrock International, working as its operations manager. Winrock Interna-

tional is one of two primary recipients of USAID funding for work with Tibetan communities and at present is of the main 

international NGOs working with Tibetans in China on a full spectrum of activities. Its three main areas are livelihoods, 

cultural preservation, and environmental conservation. As the operations manager in the home office in Chengdu, Si-

chuan Province, Lhamodeva plays a key role in all aspects of the work across all three areas and has a broad understand-

ing of the work of Winrock and its diverse partners. In our E2E program, she will focus on the central problem of voca-

tional training. Through her participation, the initiative will have the opportunity to influence the direction of the next 

four years of Winrockôs extensive USAID programs.  

 

Rinchenkhar  currently works for the University of Virginia as the deputy manager of its work with Winrock Interna-

tional on developing sustainable strategies for cultural preservation and revitalization amongst Tibetan communities in 

China. Prior to joining UVa, Rinchenkar got a masters in the Philippines, and also worked at managing an unusually 

extensive and high budget program for the Canada Fund on solar cookers, amongst other community development 

projects. He thus represents the promising young generation of Tibetans in their twenties who are fluent in three lan-

guages ï Tibetan, Chinese, and English ï and strongly committed to non -profit work in 

their communities.  

 

Tashi Phuntsok  is the founder of Travel Wild Tibet (www.travelwildtibet.com), a travel 

company that mostly specializes all kind of tours throughout Amdo and Kham regions of 

Tibet. He is also an intellectual with a passion for Tibetan life and culture, he is well versed 

in  the history of the Tibetan plateau, Tibetan musical traditions, and the ancient and modern culture of all Ti-

betan regions.  In addition, he is an experienced photographer and videographer, and has documented the daily 

life of Tibetans as well as remote landscapes on video and film.  He has worked as a travel agent, tour guide, and 

agency manager since 1999.  He has organized and guided the trips of researchers, filmmakers, photographers, 

explorers and backpackers throughout the Tibetan world.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Education to Employment: Visiting Fellows  

Tashi Tsering is a new member of Eastern Tibet Training Institute (www.etti.org.cn). ETTI was founded in 2004 as a not -

for-profit training center working to improve the livelihoods of remote communities in China's southwest through training -

based poverty alleviation programs. ETTI's flagship program is the Youth Pre-Employment Training Program designed to 

help rural youth find their first job. Participants receive training in languages, computers, accounting, customer service an d 

life skills. It also includes on -the-job training. To date, more than 200 young people have graduated from the program, with 

more than 90% securing jobs before or soon after graduating, some in a variety of local enterprises while others have devel-

oped small businesses and tourism projects in their home villages.  Tashi Tsering has been hired by ETTI to open up a new 

Youth Pre-Employment Training Program in Jyekundo, an area in Qinghai devastated by a recent earthquake, designed to 

equip unemployed young people in the region with the skills needed to participate in the reconstruction and rehabilitation.  

 

Tsem Gonthar  is the vice-director of the Tibetan cultural museum in Qinghai, which is probably 

the best-run and most dynamic Tibetan museum in all of China. He is also one of the leaders of the Arura Group, a unique 

consortium of high profile institutions in Qinghai focused largely on traditional Tibetan medicine. Prior to that, he was a 

prominent staff member for the Trace Foundation, probably the largest external foundation focused on Tibetan communities 

in China. He is thus in a position to exercise considerable influence in Qinghai province, the center of dynamic Tibetan cul-

tural initiatives in China.  

 

Tsemdo Thar  is active in cultural preservation work through the well -regarded Plateau Perspec-

tives (PP) project (www.plateauperspectives.org). A graduate of the English Training Program in 

Xining, he is now working works for a Tibetan participatory photography project called Plateau 

Photographers in Amdo. He is one of the co-managers of the project and trains Tibetan students in basic photographic skills. 

Plateau Photographers gives Tibetan students with basic photography and computer skills the opportunity to document cul-

tural elements in their home villages. So far the project has trained about 80 students and collected 20,000 images from 

different Tibetan areas.  

 

Tsering Dhondrup  is a Professor at the College of Business Administration of the Qinghai Univer-

sity for Nationalities. He holds an MBA from the University of Tennessee and a Bachelor of Science from the Utah Valley State 

College. As a business educator, his focus is on entrepreneurship and investment, and his interest is in expanding Tibetan ca-

pacity in ways of doing business. With the state promotion of small loans for starting new businesses in Tibetan areas, Tsering 

Dhondrup hopes to help find ways to support young Tibetan entrepreneurs to establish new business ventures. Given the cur-

rent lack of capacity, he hopes to help develop strategies for providing the necessary training and support.   He is particularly 

concerned to address the problem of the saturation of the teaching market. Most Tibetan students now have to compete with 

Han and other ethnic students for jobs in non -educational fields and in non-Tibetan community areas. However, it is difficult 

for Tibetans to compete when working within Han communities and business skills, particularly given their weaker Chinese 

competence. Tsering Dhondrup will explore developing a research project that addresses the lack of Tibetan-language business 

education that would enable the Tibetan labor market to expand.  

 

Tsewang Dorje  is vice professor of Chinese-Tibetan education and culture at the Nationalities Teacherôs College of Qinghai 

Normal University. He holds a PhD in Educational Leadership from Assumption University in Thailand and a MA in English 

language and literature teaching from Ateno de Manila University in the Philippines. Professor Tsewang Dorjeôs research and 

teaching focuses on languages, culture, and educational reforms in rural Tibetan areas with the overarching goal of improving 

the quality of Tibetan education. As a member of the policy research team, he will conduct research that will form the back-

bone of a larger project of his entitled ñModels of Multi-cultural Education and their Relevance for Educational Reforms: Edu-

cation, Culture, and Language Change in Mixed Ethnic Communities in Hainan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (HTAP), PR 

Chinaò. His research through the TEEI fellowship will directly contribute to this multi-staged project that will, upon its com-

pletion, provide recommendations for improving the quality of multi -cultural education in HTAP based on the case-study 

analysis and identification of factors that determine the success of education in multi -cultural contexts.  

 

Wangchuk Tseten  is a professor and editor from Northwest University for Nationalities in Lanzhou, Gansu Province. In 

2004, he and his brother founded www.Tibetcul.com, a website defined as: the Chinese platform for understanding Tibetan 

culture.  Over seven years, Tibetcul.com has expanded its content to a number of different areas related to news, videos, 

blogs, community, friendships, shopping and other functions, with 14 sections in all. It is accessable to people all over central 

Tibet, Kham, Amdo, and mainland China, Asian countries, and anyone able to read Chinese around the world.  It is the 

world's largest site for communicating information on Tibetan culture in Chinese language.  Wangchuk Tseten plans to con-

tinue improving both the technology and content, refining the content in each section, and enhancing the user experience. 
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Enter the Rabbit ð Lunar New Year Outreach  

by Maria W. Chee  

Page 9 

Community 

members 

perform at 

the Lunar 

New Year 

celebration 

at Fashion 

Square Mall  

Lunar New Year Fest, Fashion Square Mall . 1 ï 4 pm, Saturday, February 26, 2011 

Co-sponsored by the local Piedmont Chinese Association (PCA), the Asia Institute and the East Asia Center, Maria W. 

Chee had organized this annual Lunar Year Fest in hope of contributing to public education in diversity and global aware-

ness, to enrich local residentsô knowledge of various cultural heritages specifically that of East Asia and Chinese American 

experience.  A hidden agenda - bring together students from China and its diaspora.  

Immediately following the lion dance, Charlottesville mayor Mr. David Norris and Mr. Duane Snow from the Albemarle County Boa rd of 

Supervisors delivered their welcome remarks. As in years past, hundreds of attendees crowded the exhibits and live performances, show-

casing highlights such as calligraphy, name translation, tea tasting, Chinese zodiac signs, taiqiquan, martial arts, folk dances and childrenôs 

dances in full costumes of vibrant colors, as well as instrumental music including the zither, hulushi flute, pipa and erhu.  

 

For the first time, all of the following U.Va. student organizations joined force with PCA to labor on this common project: T he Chinese 

Students Association (CSA) with members who are English speaking and primarily American born or raised, the Chinese Students and 

Scholars Society (CSSS) with international students from China who speak Putonghua aka Mandarin, Cantonese speakers and interna-

tional students of the Hong Kong Students Association (HKSA), Chinese international students of the Mainland Students Network  (MSN) 

formed just to be independent of the CSSS, and the Taiwanese Students Association (TSA) with members mostly born here to parents 

originated from Taiwan. These are American and international students from various cultural backgrounds and historical trajec tor ies, yet 

they converged to collaborate on a festival most important to them all. The studentsô enthusiasm was infectious ï they came to volunteer in 

the midst of their mid -term exams. And did they have fun! 

 

K -6 Outreach  

With a colleague from the Music Department, Maria Chee also conducted an outreach presentation on the Lunar New Year to 20 second 

graders at the Greenbrier Elementary School in February, 2011.  The children listened to stories on the origin of New Year (Nian) and set-

ting off of fire crackers, and customary practices special to this time of the year. They learned to sing a New Year song in Putonghua/

Mandarin, rather rapidly and with PERFECT accent. Each student also received a hong bao (red pocket) with real money inside. As the 

presenters gathered their materials to leave, they could still hear the children humming the song é gong xi ni, gong xi ni, gong xi gong xi 

gong xi ni ya! 

Out goes the cacophonous ñbattle hymn of the tigeré.ò 



Japanese Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki Speaks at UVa  by Bram Lipman  

     On Wednesday, February 9th Mr. 

Ichiro Fujisaki, the current Japanese 

ambassador to the United States, gave a 

talk in the Dome room of the Rotunda 

entitled Where we are in the World . The 

talk lasted about an hour with Mr. Fuji-

saki speaking for slightly over half the 

time and then answering questions for 

the remainder of the time.  

     To start the talk off, Mr. Fujisaki 

quizzed the audience at large on Japanôs 

economic and political place in the 

world.  As the talk continued, topics that 

including Japan's energy and food self 

sufficiency rate as compared to the 

United States and other industrialized 

countries, GDP and GDP per capita, UN 

contribution, trade deficits, carbon emis-

sions, and others were discussed . In 

regard to UN contributions, Mr. Fujisaki 

restated Japan's desire for a permanent 

seat on the security council. In matters 

of trade deficit, he discussed how Japan 

was one of the largest consumers of 

American agricultural exports, and de-

spite a $90 billion trade deficit, how 

Japan was smoothing over the trade 

friction by directly investing $260 billion 

in American industries, second only to 

the UK.  

     Mr. Fujisaki also mentioned several 

areas where Japan could partner with 

the United States on projects. Nuclear 

power in the United States hasn't grown 

since the Three Mile Island incident, and 

Japan's new technology and record with 

nuclear power stands ready to help meet 

growing American electricity demands. 
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East Asia Center Awards Almost $30,000 in Travel Grants  

Chris Bell, who is currently 
working in Hong Kong, will 
travel to Lhasa to continue 
research on Tibetan Bud-
dhism. 
 
Bram Lipman, who will 
travel to Kyoto, Japan, to 
take part in the KCJS pro-
gram at the Kyoto Consor-
tium.  
 
Minna Choi, who will be part 
of the UVa Architecture in 
Beijing program.  

       Approximately $30,000 
was awarded this year in 
travel grants, including 4 
faculty members, 11 gradu-
ate students, and 10 under-
graduate students receiving 
Ellen Bayard Weedon Travel 
Grants and 1 graduate stu-
dent receiving a Penn Grant. 
       Several of the students 
receiving awards will attend 
the UVa-sponsored Shang-
hai Language Program. 
       Others include students 
traveling for research pur-
poses, including: 

Julie Starr (Penn Grant re-
cipient), who plans to do 
dissertation research on skin 
whitening and cosmetic sur-
gery in Shanghai. 
 
Peter Moody, who will travel 
to the North Korea Resource 
Center in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, for masterôs thesis re-
search.  
 
Matthew Zito, who plans to 
travel to Qinghai province to 
study Amdo Tibetan. 

Did you know: There is 

no such thing as ñyak 

butterò?  ñYak ,ò in 

Tibetan, is the male of 

the species.  Females 

are called dri .  So 

actually, Tibetans drink 

dri  butter tea!  

Virginia Discovery Museum Holds Closing Ceremony 

for Tibet Exhibit  

Year), and exploring the Buddhist 

altars where all Tibetans worship. 

       Tsetan Nepali of the DEALLC, and 

some of his students, took part in the 

closing ceremony, playing instru-

ments and singing. 

       The exhibit was sponsored by  

numerous members of the UVa and 

Charlottesville communities.  

       The Virginia Discovery Museum 

on the Downtown Mall recently held 

a closing ceremony celebrating a 

successful 6-month exhibit on Tibet.  

       The exhibit ran from September 

25, 2010 to March 25, 2011, and 

included activities such as: 

Chances to explore the unique cul-

ture and traditions of the people who 

live in the Himalayan mountains of 

Tibet, known as the ñtop of the 

world,ò visiting a nomadôs tent, 

learning the many uses of yaks, blan-

ket weaving, trading goods in the 

market, listening to Tibetan stories, 

music and dance performance, 

dressing in traditional garb for the 

Losar Festival (Tibetan lunar New 

For more information 

about grants available, 

please visit: 

www.virginia.edu/

eastasia/grants.html 

In regards to high speed rail, Mr. Fuji-

saki argued Japan was better suited to 

help America develop high speed rail 

than any European country and that rail 

development would help the American 

economy. Lastly, Japan is the second 

largest aid donor to Iraq, Pakistan, and 

Afghanistan, with the United States be-

ing first.  

     The audience asked a wide array of 

questions covering issues on free trade 

agreements, American bases in Japan, 

territorial disputes, as well as language 

and cultural exchange. Official gifts were 

exchanged between the University and 

ambassador Fujisaki, who after the end 

of the talk took time to stay and talk one 

on one with members of the audience.  

http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/grants.html
http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/grants.html
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Asia Institute Update  

Remaining Spring 2011 Lectures  

Every semester the East Asia Center invites scholars of East Asia from around the world to deliver a series of lectures at UVa to students, 

faculty, and community members.  Title VI funding helps support the East Asia Center lecture series. 

The Spring 2011 semester has been quite busy for the East Asia Centerôs lecture series, with 14  lectures total scheduled from scholars work-

ing in a variety of disciplines on topics ranging from relations between China and Vietnam and Chinese wedding poetry to ñnew religionsò 

arising in modern Japan.  There are four lectures remaining in the series: 

 

ñNative Women and Cantonese Wives: Migrant Strategies in Late Imperial South Chinaò 

April 15, 3:15 pm, Room TBD 

Steve Miles, Associate Professor in History, Washington University, St. Louis 

 

ñWhatôs óNewô about a óNew Religion?ô: Reevaluating Japanôs óRush Hour of the Godsôò 

April 15, 3:15 pm, Room TBD 

Levi McLaughlin, Assistant Professor of Religion, Wofford College 

 

ñMonks, Monasteries and Madness: The Relationship Between Buddhist Monasteries & Mental Institutions in East Asiaò 

April 22, 3:15 pm, Wilson 301 

James Robson, Associate Professor of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University 

 

ñóThe Middle Kingdom Between Their Earsô: The Cultural Revolution and the Politics of Asian Studiesò 

April 29, 3:15 pm, Wilson 301 

Fabio Lanza, Assistant Professor of Modern Chinese History, University of Arizona 

 

For more information, visit our website, www.virginia.edu/eastasia, or subscribe to our mailing list by sending an email to  

eastasiacenter@virginia.edu  

Spring 2011  

and has been in existence for nearly 30 years. It is a 3-week residential program 
designed for 10th through 12th grade Virginia students. Some students may have 
previously studied Japanese, others have had no prior instruction. During the 
three weeks, participants will engage in language learning and cultural activities. 

3. Mandarin Mini -Course  ï a program in introductory Mandarin Chinese lan-
guage and culture for K-12 teachers with little to no prior study. This program 
will take place over two days in June and will be taught by Sara Epperly, teacher 
of Spanish, Mandarin, and social studies at Charlottesville High School.  So far, 
this idea has been very well-received and weôre anticipating a large group. 

 
In other outreach news: 

¶ Margaret McNett, a graduate student in the Masters in East Asian Studies pro-
gram, recently visited Fluvanna Middle School.  Margaret gave a presentation on 
Chinese language and culture for two classes of 7th graders in an elective World 
Languages course. 

¶ The East Asia Center now has a modest resource library for K-16. Materials in-
clude DVDs, instructional materials, and books.  

¶ Japan Teach-In ï the Asia Institute and East Asia Center helped in the planning 
of this event in response to the devastating events in Japan last month.  

¶ The Asia Institute staff has to say goodbye to Jaime Luce, administrative support 
staff for the office since March 2010. Jaimeôs husband will graduate from U.Va 
Law in May, and has accepted a position in a Seattle law firm. We are sad to see 
Jaime go, but know that she is ecstatic to be returning to her hometown. Simul-
taneously, we are delighted to welcome Dena Perez to our office as Jaimeôs re-
placement. Dena is originally from Texas and has a wealth of experience that will 
significantly contribute to our efforts.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 This photo was taken at Evergreen Elementary School, 

one of the Chesterfield County Public Schools. The 

Chinese acrobatic troupe featured here not only demon-

strated seemingly death defying feats such as riding this 

unicycle and literally jumping through hoops, but they 

also reviewed content about China with 2nd and 3rd 

grade spectators and performed a traditional lion dance. 

It was a seriously impressive display, and one that can 

be easily replicated in any school ï if youôre interested, 

contact the Asia Institute, and we can try to set some-

thing up!  (staufferr@virginia.edu)  



New Courses for Fall 2011  

ANTH 2559 -002:  Japan: Culture & Modernity, Allison Alexy  
This course offers an introductory survey of Japan from an anthropological perspective. It is open without pre-
requisite to anyone with a curiosity about what is arguably the most important non -Western society of the last 
100 years, and to anyone concerned about the diverse conditions of modern life. We will range over many aspects 
of contemporary Japan, and draw on scholarship in history, literature, religion, and the various social sci-
ences.  The requirements include two short papers and one longer final paper with a graded rough draft.  
 
CHIN 5559 -001: Social Science Readings in Chinese , Hsin -hsin Liang  
The theme during this term will be the role of China in the world, in particular its relations with Japan, Korea, 
Vietnam, the Middle East, Africa and so on. The course will be conducted solely in Chinese.  The instructor in 
consultation with the students will decide what specific articles and topics we will cover.  
Prerequisite: CHIN4020 or CHIN4060 or equivalent, or instructor permission.  
 
CHIN 5230: Conversation and Composition , Shu -chen Chen  
This course is not for Chinese native speakers.  This 3-credit course will serve those students:   1. who have completed CHIN3020/
CHIN5020 and want to enhance their listening and speaking proficiency and 2. who are taking CHIN4010/CHIN7010 and want to hav e 
extra time to hone their speaking and listening skills.  
Prerequisite:  CHIN3020 or CHIN5020.    
 
CHTR 3010/5010 : Survey of Classical Chinese Literature , Charles Laughlin  
An overview of Chinese literature from earliest times to the beginning of the 20th century, exploring major genres through th e works of rep-
resentative authors in English translation. Fulfills the non -Western perspectives requirement. 
 
CHTR 4559/5559: Women and Writing Modern China , Charles Laughlin  
This course examines images of women in modern Chinese literature by authors of both genders. The works span the 20th century from 
China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong and will be provided in both Chinese and in English translation. The course is writing intensive  and will 
focus on a single author each week, and students will be expected to make in-class presentations. 
 
HIEA 1501 -002: Introductory Seminar in East Asian History "Hiroshima in History and Memory", Robert Stolz  
This discussion seminar will use multiple perspectives and methods to explore the enormity of the events of 8:15 am Monday August 6, 1945. 
We will also examine the tension between history and memory and the role of historical knowledge. This is not a course on tactics, military 
history, or the war itself. There will be a review paper, short response papers, in-class writing, and a final student -designed research project.  
 
HIEA 3559 -100: The Japanese Empire, Robert Stolz  
This lecture and informal discussion course will explore the political, social, cultural, and economic issues of the Japanese empire from 
roughly 1895-1945. We will use theoretical and historical readings. There will be occasional short writing exercises, a take-home midterm, 
one paper, and a take-home final exam.  
 
KRTR 3559: Introduction to Modern Korean Literature , Susie Kim  
This course is an introduction to major topics in modern Korean literature through representative texts from the early twenti eth century to 
the contemporary era. No prerequisite.  
 
KRTR 4559 Korean Cinema : Film, Culture and Society of Korea, Susie Kim  
Introduction to major aspects of Korean cinema. Critical overview includes sub -topics such as home, family, national division,  gender, class, 
and youth culture. No prerequisite.  

For more 

information on 

courses being 

offered in Fall 

2011, visit 

www.virginia.edu

/eastasia/

courses.html  

Getting ready for summer!  
 

Both the Tibetan and Chinese language programs are beginning prepara-
tions for this summerôs Summer Language Institute (SLI) programs. 

Tibetan SLI classes meet from Monday through Friday for seven and a 
half hours a day with three different Tibetan language instructors. The 
study of Tibetan culture is integrated with language learning throughout 
all three sessions.  Fulfill your foreign language requirement and 
learn two years of Tibetan in a fast-paced yet supportive environment.  

Through intensive, performance-based activities and exposure to cultur-
ally authentic contexts, students in the Chinese SLI are able to master a 
voluminous amount of material in a short time.   Inside the classroom, 
students enjoy an intimate format with tutorials.   Outside the classroom, 
students practice what they are learning with native speakers through 
community outreach events which are often not offered during the regu-
lar academic semester.  

East Asia Center Newsletter  Page 12 

Members of UVaós Go Club at Japan Week Spring Festival 

teach local Charlottesvillians how to play go 

http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/courses.html
http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/courses.html
http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/courses.html


low a nuclear power plant to be built in such a dangerous and vulnerable area and in allowing such an extensive nu-
clear system to exist in a dangerous way. 

Schoppa listed various groups which can be blamed for the poor monitoring and establishment of nuclear plants, in-
cluding the bureaucracy, politicians and Tokyoôs Electric Power Company. He acknowledged, however, that there is 
much to be learned from Japanôs experience, and he hopes it will encourage people to look at business from a new per-

spective, without experiencing its pain.  

ñWhat Iôm saying about Japanese politics can also 
be said about American politics,ò he said. 

Assoc. Architecture Professors John Quale and Kirk 
Martini discussed the importance of the structural 
soundness of Japanese architecture. 

Quale, a former Fulbright Scholar at the University 
of Tokyo with an interest in affordable, sustainable 
housing, said Japan has the most sophisticated pre-
fabricated housing in the world. Although there 
isnôt much emphasis on affordable housing cur-
rently, the Japanese now ñmay actually be in a 
unique position to take sophisticated models and 
apply them to affordable housing,ò Quale said. He 
said he believes there will be an effort to make this 
happen in the near future. 

Martini, who has an undergraduate degree in Structural Engineering from the University of California at Berkeley, 
discussed how much worse the disaster could have been. Given the earthquakeôs size and density, he said, there was 
relatively little damage. If this same disaster had occurred in San Francisco or Los Angeles, the damage would have 
been much worse because of the number of old buildings. 

Assoc. Education Prof. Diane Hoffman spoke of cultural issues which have played an enormous role in the traumatic 
experience of the Japanese, focusing on the theme of human relationships and spirituality. 

Education Prof. Peter Sheras also concentrated on the experience of the Japanese people after the earthquake and tsu-
nami and the effects they still are dealing with. He has experience with post-disaster mental health and psychological 
first aid through working with organizations such as the Red Cross. He explained the ways in which people in Japan 
may demonstrate symptoms of post-traumatic stress, either by externalizing or internalizing it. Examples of these in-
clude ongoing fear and inability to concentrate. Sheras also sympathized with the Japanese leaders, saying ñthe leaders 
and people in charge have been criticized for slow response, but we forget that these people are experiencing trauma as 
well.ò 

Kath Weston, anthropology professor and director of the Studies in Women and Gender program, was in Tokyo during 
the time of the earthquake, planning to attend an Asia Global Studies conference. 

ñEven in the middle of this earthquake, I thought to myself, if you were to be in any other place to experience an earth-
quake I would rather be in Japan,ò she said, referencing the level of infrastructure in place. Weston brought together 
the various viewpoints of the other panelists by combining cultural, architectural, economic and psychological aspects. 
ñYou had a thought that these may be the people you die with, and then you go your separate ways.ò 

After listening to the panel, fourth -year College student Nancy Laura Tappan said she felt University students ñcould 
help out in one of two ways, by donating or by holding educational symposiums.ò Third-year College student Yonathan 
Anatolii Ast said the panel itself was reassuring. ñItôs comforting, after listening to all the panelists, to have the sense 
that [the Japanese people] will be OK and will bounce back,ò he said. 

Japan ñTeach-Inò, continued from page 1      

Professor Kath Weston speaks at the Teach-in  

(photo: Cole Geddy) 
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