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Former Ambassador to China and Miller Center James R.
Schlesinger Distinguished Professor Speaks at UVa

Adm. Joseph W.
Prueher, former com-
mander-in-chief of
the U.S. Pacific Com-
mand, was named the
Miller Center of Pub-
lic Affairs James R.
Schlesinger Distin-
guished Professor in
May 2009.

Throughout
the 2009-10 academic
year, Prueher has
worked with the
Miller Center, taking
part in activities and
programs including
forums, panels and
conferences, and has
spent time writing on
foreign policy and
national security matters. He has also spent time
guest lecturing in UVa classes and as a speaker at
various events on grounds.

Admiral Prueher served as United States
Ambassador to the People's Republic of China from
1999 to 2001. Prior to his posting as ambassador,
Prueher was a U.S. Navy Admiral and the Com-
mander, United States Pacific Command from 1996
to 1999. During his tenure as ambassador, Adm.

Adm. Joseph Prueher was
named the 2009 -10 Miller
Center of Public Affairs
James R. Schlesinger Distin-
guished Professor

by Graham Odell & Elizabeth Miller

Prueher delivered the "letter of the two sorries" which
defused the Hainan Island incident in 2001.

On March 24th, 2010, Adm. Prueher deliv-
ered one of many lectures he has given at UVa. The
talk, titled: fAA DS Retatiohse
in the Past, Present, and
small audience in the Rotunda.

Adm. Prueher began his talk with an over-
view of current high -profile issues between the U.S.
and China, including U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, the
valuation of the RMB vis-a-vis the U.S. Dollar, and
the Dal ai Lamadbés visit wi
month.

On the Dalai Lama, Adm. Prueher spoke on
the differing interpretations of human rights in the
two countries. In America, because of the widespread
enjoyment of economic benefits, advocates tend to
focus on the political and religious aspects of human
rights. In China, however, economic human rights
are considered just as important as their political and
religious counterparts. Adm. Prueher suggests that
America recognize Chinabs
ditions, and that China not ignore the political and
religious dimensions of human rights.

Adm. Prueher then spoke about the com-
plexities of working with China as an American diplo-
mat. Although he eventually developed very amicable
relationships with his Chinese counterparts, when the
two governments began talking to each other, much of
that goodwill would often evaporate.

(Continued on page 12)

ACul tur al Crossi

Peri odo

On March 1% 13 2010, the University |
of Virginia hosted the Cultural Cross- g
ings International Conference and
Workshop (CCC) focusing on cultural
exchanges between medieval China
and adjacent regions from the second
to the tenth centuries CE. The event
was organized by Dorothy Wong in Art
History in collaboration with her de-
partmental colleague Eric Ramirez-
Weaver and Gustav Heldt in the De-
partment of East Asian Languages,
Literatures and Cultures. (A full pro-
gram of the conference can be accessed
at http://www.virginia.edu/
artmuseum/culturalcrossings/ .)
(Continued on page 8)
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UVa Begins Trilateral Initiative with Peking
University and Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology

The office of the Vice Provost for International Programs has announced it will contribute funding to
a Trilateral Initiative among UVA, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology and Peking Uni-
For an account of Dean versity. The initiative will sponsor faculty and student exchanges, research collaborations, and joint
Woo's recent visit, see her symposia among the three universities.

blog dated March 29, "A Pas-

sage to China" at:
http://

artsandsciences.virginia.edu/

meredithwoo/blog/

This is the latest in a series of steps taken to increase exchange among these universities. In Novem-
ber, 2009, UVA President Casteen and Dean of Arts and Sciences Meredith Woo opened a UVA office
at Peking University. In February 2010 James Lee, Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, visited UVA and discussed the possi-
bilities of collaboration with several groups of faculty in East Asian studies and the sciences.

In addition, UVA and HKUST have this year agreed to exchange as many as 12 undergraduates each
semester (4 each in the sciences, humanities and social sciences, and engineering), as well as gradu-
ate students in selected fields. During spring break Dean Woo and others from the College visited
HKUST and a new PKU research campus in Nansha, Guangdong. Planning is now underway to or-
ganize and fund several projects involving faculty collaboration among the schools.

Visiting Scholar from China University of
Political Science and Law, Li Xiaoyan

Li Xiaoyan teaches ture study in Interna- research on
History of Interna- tional Relations. She strategic culture trans-
tional Relations and has published several formation since 1949.
International Negotia- paper s ab outSh€ibiem iatérasted
tion courses in her strategic culturebased i n Ameri cabd
university. on t he st udyongCHina&nd belieaesd s
She earned her Ph.D. Ming Dynasty. that communication
from China Foreign Supported by the and cooperation be-
Affairs University in China Scholarship tween China and US
2007. Her academic Council, she came to will bring many more
focus is strategic cul- UVA to further her benefits to the World.

%

Visiting Scholar from Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences, Zhang Xupeng

Zhang Xupeng comes to University of Virginia from the Institute of World

M History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China. His research
is mainly focused on European Cultural History and Western Historiogra-
phy. He now is a visiting scholar in the History Department, and he will
spend one year studying at UVa.

Zhang Xupeng has published numerous articles, including:
AiWestern Discourses and CHistoriegaphy Hi st or

ﬁWorId Hi story Studying in the Perspec
vation Centered on AebeirAcademic Jodrcah d e mi a o
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Seminar by Visiting Scholar Liu Zhiyang on Minorities Studies and Tibet
ResearCh in the PRC by Tashi Rabgey and Elizabeth Miller

On January 28, Visiting Professor Liu Zhiyang led a ings at different times. Its
seminar on minorities studies and Tibet research in the translation into English has,
PRC. Hosted by the Tibet Sustainable Governance Pro-  correspondingly, led to some
gram, the seminar provided UVa students and faculty an  confusion. Today, according to
opportunity to learn about a research and scholarly field Professor Liu, it is a politicized
that has undergone a significant transition over the past concept.

generation. Liu Zhiyang contrasted the
A professor at Zhongshan University in Guangzhou, development of minorities stud-
Liu Zhiyang himself specializes in Tibetan studies and ies with the discipline of anthro-

pology (renleixue). Considered
politically suspect, anthropology
was eliminated as a field of
study in China in favor of mi-
norities studies. Today, the two fields have converged, | Nicolas Sihle, Professor of

has conducted extensive field research, both in Lhasa
and in the Tibetan-Yi corridor of Pingwu county and
elsewhere on the Sina Tibetan frontier. He has been
resident at the University of Virginia through the Tibet
Center over the past academic year.

) - o ) with the one clear distinction that Chinese anthropol- Anthropology at UVa,
Idn hls.semmar., Professgr qu discussed the meaning and ogy also includgs within its purview the study of cul- listens as Professor Liu
irection of minzu xue in China. He also spoke on the tural difference among the RHano nathl on 3 ty,
direction that Ch zamgxaesareT i b « minorities studies does not. presents his thoughts.
heading. Professor Liu recently returned to Guangzhou
In particularly, he discussed the complexity of the where he will continue teaching anthropology, minori-
term minzu. The concept has denoted different mean- ties studies and Tibetan studies.
University of Virginia Welcomes East Asian
Visiting Scholars
9 Yang Motso
Yang Motso is a doctoral student specializing in Ancient Tibetan History in the College for Ti-
betan Studies at the Minzu University of China, she also received her BA in Tibetan Studies and |
MA in Tibetan Linguistics and Literature from the same university, now she is focusing her re-
search on the Bughyal Period of Tibetan History.
Xuan LUO Yang Motso
Xuan Luo is a visiting scholar under the direction of Prof. Melvyn Leffler, Edward
Stettinius Professor of History. As an associate professor teaching American His-
tory in the Institute of American History and Culture at Nankai University, China,
Xuan is working on a research project, funded by Chinese Ministry of Education,
on the impact of international news reporting on the making of U.S. foreign policy.
Xuan Luo will be at the University of Virginia from August 2009 until August 2010.
Tundrup Tendzin
Tundrup Tendzin is a doctoral student in Higher Education in the Curry School of Educa-
tion in the University of Virginia. He is a researcher from the Tibetan Academy of Social Sci-
ences, Lhasa. He has a B.A degree in Tibetan History and Literature from Minzu University
in Beijing and an M.Phil degree in International and Comparative Education from the Uni-
versity of Oslo, Norway. He has been involved in various research projects and international
development projects and has published numerous articles on contemporary development
in Tibet.
Tundrupbés research interests are Internationa

tural Settings and Contemporary Tibetan Studies.




Spring 2010 Page4

Alumni News fi Former UVa M.A. Student Chris
Smith Enters University of Hawaii PhD Program

Chris Smith has entered the PhD pro-  Along with other students he selected
gram at the University of Hawaii at several prints from the Academy's
Manoa after completing the MA pro- vast collection for display and pre-
gram at UVa. As part of a course on pared explanatory labels for them.
Edo period literature, he received an The exhibit, which focuses on prints
opportunity to guest curate an exhibit  of kabuki actors and warriors, will go
of Edo woodblock prints at the Hono-  on display April 1 - May 23, 2010.
lulu Academy of Arts.

Will Schroeder, UVa PhD, Accepts Fellowship at
Manchester University

Will Schroeder was offered and has accepted a Fellowship in Contemporary Chinese Society and Culture in
the Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) within the framework of the British Inter -university China Centre
(BICC) at Manchester University.

> > >

The Fellowship started in January, 2010 and is a two-year post-doc that turns into a permanent lectureship
(assistant professor position) on satisfactory completion of the post-doc.

Will received his PhD from the UVa Anthropology Department in December, 2009, with the dissertation "An
Anthropology of the Weekend: Recreation and Relatedness in Gay and Lesbian Beijing."

Alumni News o Former UVa M.A. Student Tim Grose Receives Boren
Fellowship

Timothy Grose (Ph.D. candidate, Central Eurasian Studies, Indiana University) received a Boren Fellowship to re-

search education programs established for minority children in China, specifically a boarding school program for
Chinads Uyghur minority. This research is in addition|to
Uyghur and Chinese. Grose will study in China from June to December 2010 and spend most of this time at the

Minzu University of China in Beijing.

Book Series University of Virginia Series on American Studies

Translated Into Chinese 4 4 <

The series, "University of Virginia Series on American Studies," is being published by the East China Normal Univer-
sity Press, the 5th largest in China. It is the only translation series identified with an American university to be
translated and published in China.

One book of the set of five is out, three more are through translation and review and are in the process of
being published, and one is still in translation.

American Presidency by Sidney Milkis was released in September, 2008, and it isselling well. About to be
published: William B. Quandt, Peace process: American diplomacy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict Since 1967, Peter
Onuf,J ef f er s o n énd Mdtvymg_éfflere For the Soul of Mankind: The United States, the Soviet Union, and
the Cold War. Still in translation is Edward Ayers, The Promise of a New South: Life After Reconstruction .

The East Asia Centerds Brantly Womack (Politics), Brad Reed
the American Series editors.
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Meredith Jung -En Woo, Buck-
ner W. Clay Dean of theCollege
and Graduate School of Arts &
Sciencesat the University of Vir-
ginia, recently received the Chang
Lin Tien Education Leadership
Award from the Asian Pacific
Fund.

The Tien Leadership Awards
annually honor two Asian -
Americans with significant aca-
demic accomplishments and the
potential to advance to the highest
leadership levels in higher educa-
tion. This year's other recipient is
S. Shankar Sastry, dean of the
College of Engineering and direc-
tor of the Blum Center for Devel-
oping Economies at the University
of California, Berkeley. Sastry and
Woo each will receive an unre-
stricted grant of $10,000.

Education Leadership Award

"The award committee was very
impressed by her professional
accomplishments," said Gail Kong,
president and executive director of
the Asian Pacific Fund. "She served
on the Presidential Commission on
U.S. Pacific Trade and Investment
Policy, was a consultant for the
World Bank, the United States
Trade Representative, the Asian
Development Bank Institute, the
Asia Foundation and the MacAr-
thur Foundation, all while she was
fully committed to scholarly and
university work. We know that
Dean Woo has a very bright fu-
ture.”

Woo, dean of Arts & Sciences
since June 2008, joined U.Va. at a
time when University leaders were
laying out ambitious plans to raise
the international profile of the

Arts & Sciences Dean Meredith Woo Receives

source: UVA Today, January 13, 2010

institution, which consistently
ranks as one of the nation's best
public universities.

"I'am honored to have been
recognized by the Asian Pacific
Fund,” Woo said. "The Tien Award
is a great symbol of the ways Asian
-Americans are advancing higher
education, and a testament to our
international accomplishments
and ambitions here at the Univer-
sity of Virginia."

Woo came to U.Va. from the
University of Michigan, where she
served most recently as professor
of political science and associate
dean for the social sciences in the
College of Literature, Science and
the Arts. Before her eight years at
Michigan, she taught for 12 years
at Northwestern University, where
she helped rebuild the department

of political science and co-founded
the Center for International and
Comparative Studies.

An expert on international po-
litical economy and East Asian
politics, Woo has written and ed-
ited seven books, and was the ex-
ecutive producer of an award-
winning documentary film about
Stalin's ethnic cleansing of Soviet
Koreans during the Great Terror.

A native of Seoul who was edu-
cated in Seoul and Tokyo through
high school, she came to the United
States to study at Bowdoin College
in Maine. She completed her mas-
ter's and doctoral degrees in inter-
national affairs, Latin American
studies and political science at
Columbia University.

University Art Museum Exhibition: T
Redi scoveredo Chinese Stone Scul ptur
Collections at Columbia University. Jan. 16 - March 14

Head of a Disciple / Northern Qi dynasty, 550-577

Probably from Xiangtangshan

Miriam and Ira D. Wallace Art Gallery, Columbia

University, NY

This exhibition was organized by the
Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Art Gallery of
Columbia University and guest curated
by Dorothy Wong, Associate Professor of
East Asian Art, University of Virginia

The exhibition highlighted one of the
notable collections of Chinese stone
sculpture in the US. The 21 sculptures
that comprise the exhibition 9 steles, full
figures and heads of divinities, as well as
funerary objectso provide a comprehen-

sive view of how art manifests ritual
practice and reveals, through iconogra-
phy, the transmission and transforma-
tion of culture from the Han (206 BCE -
220 CE) through the Tang Dynasty (617
907 CE). Eighteen of the works are Bud-
dhist, and some have been ascribed for
the first time to specific Buddhist sites.
Complementing the sculptures were
rubbings, informative didactic panels,
maps, and photographic and audio-visual
materials.

professors.

Chinese Summer Language Institute Update

For information, please go to: http://www.virginia.edu/summer/SLI/index.htm|

by Chen Shu -chen

Chinese Summer Language Institute offers Beginner and Intermediate Chinese on grounds at the University of Vir-
ginia. Shu-chen Chen will teach the Beginner level while Yuan Jing will teach the Intermediate level. All applicants
are encouraged to apply as soon as possible.Past students indicate that studying Chinese in the summer is more
enjoyable than during the fall and spring semester, and students learn better and more quickly since language study
is the only thing they need to focus on. Over the course of the program, students get considerably more exposure to
Chinese culture because of Friday cultural presentations by speakers from the local Chinese community and UVa


http://www.virginia.edu/summer/SLI/index.html

Spring 2010 Paget

Two UVa Students Receive Tung Scholarships

by Len Schoppa

The University of Virginia, which operates the academic ptudentsr a m
were among the Tung Scholars who participated in the inaugural program on the Spring 2010 journey around the world. Christina King

and Mongkol Emerson Siwaluk were awarded full and partial scholarships, respectively, to sail on the voyage and patrticipate in the special
course on USChina relations co-taught by John Israel (Emeritus Professor of Chinese History from UVA) and Shen Dingli (Fudan Un iver-
sity). Other awardees included one student from the University of Arkansas and five students from Fudan University in Shanghai. The
program was funded by a grant from the family of CY Tung, who founded the Semester at Sea Program in the 1960sStudents who partici-
pated in the program had an opportunity to visit in Hong Kong with CH Tung, who served the first Chief Executive of Hong Kong when it
regained independence from Britain in the 1980s, and they also had the benefit of studying with Jonathan Spence, the eminent Yale histo-
rian, who sailed with the students on the first leg of the journey.

The Tung Program will operate for a second time on the Spring 2011 voyage, which once again will feature the special coursenoUS-China
relations and field programs in China and other Asian ports. The program is open to UVA students, who earn UVA credit toward their
degrees. Next year's voyage will offer scholarships to five Chinese students, who without aid would not be able to join the round-the-world
journey, but a decision on whether scholarships will be available to US-based students has not yet been made.Wait for updates on the
Semester at Sea website.

A Letter from Mongkol Emerson Siwaluk, Tung
Scholarship Recipient

Dear University of Virginia,
| write to you sitting above the beautiful and calm Indian Ocean. Life aboard the ship has been a pleasant
surprise. At first | felt nervous, and | asked myself those simple questions: What would my roommate be like? Would |
For full details, get along with him? Would | get along with everyone else? To answer my worries, | kept an open door policy. | tried to
lease see the vov- be _at_:t_ive,‘ to say hi to everyone, :_:md most importantly to get out of my comfort zone. The first day | signeq up for many
p y activities including the programming board. | helped to organize the talent show, dances, and open-mic nights. | really
age website at: wanted to dedicate myself to the shipboard community. Now the days pass by, and | feel comfortable. | can be myself
] and people enjoy my company.
http:// Even though | have studied at UVA for two years, it is quite a different experience studying on the ship with
WWW.semesteratsea mostly American students. Instead of being an Asian learning about his own culture, | have adopted the American point
of view when learning about the countries nearest to my home. One of the best qualities of American students is their
.org/voyages/ willingness to try new things. They are very open, and they strive to make connections with people from other cultures.
These qualities seemingly contrast those of the Chinese students aboard the ship. Sometimes | feel they stick together
like rice on chopsticks. You would think that they are shy. Perhaps because of my Asian identity and my outgoing na-
ture, | have been fortunate enough to get along well with both the American and Chinese students. Since then, | have

learned otherwise about the two student bodies. It is not like they separate themselves from each other. It is just more
likely for American students to take the initiative to interact with Chinese students. When the American students do so, the Chinese students are happy
to share their experience with them. That is life on the ship.
One thing that both American and Chinese students share is curiosity in our ports of destination. Our first stop in East Asia was Japan.

There, | traveled to Yokohama, Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, and Kobe. | especially remember my trip with Semester at Sea to experierealtural Kyoto. The
uniqueness of Japanese style is compactness. Space is so important in Japan because there is just so little of it. For instae, in Kyoto we stayed in a
traditional Japanese hotel called a ryokan, where we slept on the floor. | especially enjoyed the minimalism of Japanese lifestyle. They prove that we do
not need lots of furniture and luxuries to live in comfort.

| was impressed with many other aspects of Japanese culture. Japanese people are typically very quiet, but when | asked therfor help, they
were very kind. | must mention that in Japan everything is very modern, but it is not American or Western modern. They have t heir very own stamp on
life. My favorite thing about Japan is their food. | spent most of my time in Japan eating and eating. Japanese food reflects their values of minimalism.
Sushi comes in very small pieces and the bento box is highly compartmentalized. Japanese food is very tasty even though thego not use lots of sauces
and spices. The appeal to their food is its simplicity.

The next port of call on our voyage was China. China and Japan contrast with each other in many ways. | went there during Chnese New
Year. It seemed like every family in China was out celebrating the holiday. Some tourist places like Yu Garden were so denswith people. While the
sheer mass of people was exciting in its own right, | was amazed by the colorful lights and decorations for the festivities.| remember the dragon boat in
Yu Garden decorated in colored paper placed on top of lights. The light shining through the paper accentuated every detail ofthe dr agonds
brought it to life. The Chinese believe that New Year is a day to create beautiful things in order to ensure an auspicious yar. Even with all the excite-
ment of the Chinese New Year, Shanghai was still overcrowded, busy, and dirty. Overpopulation is a visible problem in Shanghai. One of the saddest
parts of overpopulation is its effect on children. One night, upon leaving a dance club at 2.a.m, | saw children outside beggng for money. It was so sad
to see them out so late at night most likely working for the mafia.

s ki

Getting outside of Shanghai | saw a different kind of life. | st ayed with my Chinese fri enilafeoutsicemi | vy.

Shanghai called Zujiajiao. | experienced how their major daily activities revolved around water. Their houses were built righ t along the river channels,
(Continued on page 10)


http://www.semesteratsea.org/voyages/upcoming-voyages/spring-2010.php
http://www.semesteratsea.org/voyages/upcoming-voyages/spring-2010.php
http://www.semesteratsea.org/voyages/upcoming-voyages/spring-2010.php
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Emiko Ohnuki -Ti er ney Speaks at UVA on AObj-ectw fi
Objectification of Oopowerd Hi t | e rycraafioshi EMp e |
Professor Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney was born The principal question she asked in her talk used during the war stlated t
and raised in Japan and attended Tsuda was: ATo what extent humansamonghumans as cherry blossoms

University. She is currently William F. Vilas with symbol s?o0 Her mare fl owers among fl owers. o

Professor of Anthropology at the University
of Wisconsin, Madison. Her many publica-
tions include: Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms,
and Nationalisms: The Militarization of
Aesthetics in Japanese History (University
of Chicago Press, 2002) andKamikaze
Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student
Soldiers (University of Chicago Press,
2006).

trasted the representations of Hitler with
those of the Japanese emperors before and
during World War II. In Europe, dictators
used mass media to form personality cults
around themselves. In Japan, by contrast,
the Emperor was never visually repre-
sented, and did not speak to the public
through the mass media until the end of the
war. He was an example of a zero signifier,
something that is not spoken of.

both are superior examples of the broader
group. Cherry blossoms also mean power.
Accordingly, Japanese leaders traditionally
have used grand cherry blossom viewings to
showcase their political strength. Flowers
were also used as symbols in Europe; both
Hitler and Stalin used photographs of them-
selves holding roses to portray their benevo-
lence. Ohnuki-Ti er neyds tal k
her arguing that war is always accompanied

On March 19th, Professor Ohnuki-Tierney
titl
Objectification

gave a talk

peror Meiji.o

East Asia Center Awards Over $30,000 in Travel Grants

Over $30,000 was awarded
this year in travel grants,
including 1 faculty member,
6 graduate students, and 1
undergraduate students re-
ceiving Ellen Bayard Wee-
don Travel Grants; 4 gradu-
ate students receiving Penn
Grants; and 1 undergraduate
receiving a

Several of the students re-
ceiving awards will attend
the UVa-sponsored Shang-
hai Language Program and

fiChinese Tables provide
good opportunities for
instructors to better
understand their
studentso
language learning
experiences... 0

Fo

live

ed: -
of

the Architecture in Beijing
program.

Others include students
traveling for research pur-
poses, including:

Elizabeth Miller, who hopes

to do research on indigenous

education-related projects in
westkkra China. Gr an't

Viet Nguyen, who will be
gathering information for his
dissertation at the Diplo-
matic Academy of Vietnam.

She also discussed the concept of polyvocal-
ity, where a symbol has multiple meanings. -
In Japan, the cherry blossom is used to
represent several things. One metaphor

Geoffrey Barstow, who will
be doing research in Beijing
and Sichuan, China.

Yi Jongbok, who will be do-
ing research at monasteries
in Lhasa, Tibet, China.

And Benjamin Deitle, who
will be doing language study
at Southwest Nationalities
University in Chengdu, Si-
chuan, China.

Chinese Program Update

Chinese Placement Exam

Online: Starting in Spring 2010, the
Chinese Language Program moved
the written part of it placement exam
online. It has proved to be effective
agd egiﬂ'egt, with a lot of paper and
labor saved. The program plans to
continue administering the online
exam for Fall 2010. We anticipate
around 100 students taking the exam
1:00-3:00pm on August 23. Students
who wish to be placed in a course will
need to have oral interviews with the

Chinese instructors as well as a hand-
writing session in addition to the
online exam. The location of the
placement exam will be available at
the website of the Department of East
Asian Languages, Literatures and
Cultures: www.virginia.edu/deallc .

Shea House Chinese Tables:  With
financial help from the East Asia
Center, the Chinese Program is able
to continue its tradition of Chinese

Table each Thursday in the Shea

by an aesthetic. This can be seen in ceremo-
nial swords worn by Japanese officers and

in the impressive array of medals worn by
Western military leaders.

For more information
about grants available,
please visit:

www.virginia.edu/

eastasia/grants.html

House. Each Thursday one of the Chi-
nese Program faculty members joins
the residents of the Chinese Floor of
Shea House for dinner and conversa-

tion in Chinese. Chinese Tables provide

good opportunities for instructors to
better understand

and language learning experiences, and

get updated from the Language Assis-
tants about various activities on the

Floor. Residents have a chance to share

their experiences, suggestions, or con-
cerns (if any) with a faculty member.

ended

their


http://www.virginia.edu/deallc
http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/grants.html
http://www.virginia.edu/eastasia/grants.html
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Cultural Crossings, contdéd from page 1

Since its establishment in the first century, the Silk Road was a channel for the movement of ideas, technologies, and artisic forms within a
region that stretched from the Pacific to the Atlantic. In Asia, from the 2 nd through 10t centuries, the transmission of religious faiths & most notably
Buddhismd had a profound impact on this process, enabling us to trace connections between regions with a clarity and depth that @n be said to distin-
guish medieval from earlier times. The fruits of these exchanges were manifest in an increasingly uniform and international B uddhist idiom, along with
a growing awareness of onebdés own soci al identity as a c ona,ethnic,political,e f i'ned
and religious communities.

The purpose of CCC was to open new avenues of approach into these complex exchanges by breaking down traditional national ardi scipli-
nary boundaries that continue to organize our views of this period. Individual panels crossed geographical regions from present-day Sweden to Japan,
as well as disciplinary divisions between art history, history, information sciences, literature, and religious studies. As b efitted the unprecedented scope
of this undertaking, over fifty scholars from across Asia, Europe, and North America participated, and well over a hundred pe ople attended.

The conference began with a keynote | ecture by Lewis L amgaBsundany: (UC
Where When How, 0 which explored how the current expansi on canfintirmgéneratenat i o
a more complex narration of history and cultural flows across Eurasia. This was followed by six panels organized under the rubrics of: Silk Road Stud-
ies; Gender and Medieval China; Exchanges with Northeastern Neighbors; New Buddhist Communities in Asia; Image, Ritual and Text in Esoteric
Buddhi sm; and The Cult of AvalokiteSvara. Nicola Di Cos moonferencesandponrt e f o
dered the application of the conceptual categories of spaces, agency, mobility, networks, transmission, communication and polti cal culture to cross-
border studies.

Taking advantage of the gathering of scholars from such a wide range of disciplines, the Institute for Advanced Technology inthe Humanities
(IATH) at the University of Virginia also hosted a half -day workshop on March 13. Ven. Huimin of the Dharma Drum Buddhist Colleg e, Taiwan, gave
the keynote address, followed by seven presentations on digital projects in Asian art and humanities.

This report cannot do justice to the diversity of approaches and topics encompassed by such a gathering in a manner that give each con-
tributor the attention deserved. Suffice it to say that organizers were gratified to see numerous connections between different areas of research arise
from the combinations of panelists the gathering enabled. One noteworthy theme that emerged was the importance of reconsidering the ways in which
we map networks of exchange across time and space in this period. The digital projects in particular showed promising avenuesof approach for concep-
tualizing such phenomena by providing new means for visualizing geographical linkages across time, particularly as they related to the diffusion of
Buddhist communities and iconography.

The ACul tural Crossingso international and interdisciplinfoomyheconf er
Buckner W. Clay Endowment for the Humanities, the Page-Barbour Interdisciplinary Initiative, and the Ellen Bayard Weedon Foundat ion within the
University of Virginia, in addition to support from the East Asia Center, the Medieval Studies Program, and the University of Virginia Art Museum.

Significant financial support was also provided by the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange, Taiwan, and the Dharma
Drum Buddhist College in Taipei. Fully revised papers will be published in a conference volume.

As organizers of this event, we have been extremely gratified to hear the many expressions of thanks and admiration extendedy the partici-
pants and general audience, not to mention the extent to which this gathering marked a significant point of departure for fut ure work in the field of
premodern studies at large. This ambitious and complex undertaking would not have proceeded so smoothly without the hard work of a number of
other people, particularly Margaret Bierwirth, Anna Kim, Elizabeth Miller, Graham Odell, Yoko Hara and Michael Duren -Voyt.

Remaining Spring 2010 Lectures

Every semester the East Asia Center invites scholars of East Asia from around the world to deliver a series of lectures at U¥to stu-

dents, faculty, and community members.

The Spring 2010 semester has been quite busy for the omachdlarsAsi a C
working in a variety of disciplines on topics ranging from Tibetan legends and 17th century dream records in China to history and mem-

ory of World War Il in Japan. There are four lectures remaining in the series:

AMaternal Excess: Rendering Kinship, Car e, & Family in Contempor a
Friday, April 16, 1 pm, Brooks Hall 2nd Floor Lecture Room
Nancy Abelmann, Professor of Anthropology & East Asian Languages and Cultures, University of Illinois, Urbana-Chamaign

ALate | mperial Era Lineage Formation in the Wancheng Chieftaincyo
Friday, April 23, 1:00 pm, Brooks Hall 2nd Floor Lecture Room
James Wilkerson, Associate Professor, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan

ATraversing Ancestral & New Homel ands: Chinese | mmigrant Transnat
Devel opment in Chinabo

Friday, April 23, 3:15 pm, Wilson 402

Min Zhou, Professor of Sociology & Asian American Studies, University of California, Los Angeles

AMaking Debate Hell: Knowl edge and Power in Japanese Buddhi st Rit
Friday, April 30, 3:15 pm, Minor 125
Asuka Sango, Assistant Professor of Religion, Carleton College

For more information, visit our website, www.virginia.edu/eastasia, or subscribe to our mailing list by sending an email to
eastasiacenter@virginia.edu
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Library News fi Asian Studies
Reading Room and Reference
Library to be Created

The Library is investing $500,000 in creating the Asian Studies

Japan Week Spring
Festival at Fashion
Square Mall

Joinus from 2 -4 pm on Saturday, April 17 at

<4 <

A - . . Fashion Square Mall for Japan
Reading Room and Reference Library. Located in the Alderman Li- . q P
. L . Festival!
brary, this 2,000 square foot facility will provide a comfortable, con- L L .
; . . . Activities will include a Taiko Drum Performance, a
venient environment for faculty and students pursuing East Asian . .
. : . . Judo demonstration, traditional songs and dances, a
research. The room will contain an extensive reference collection, tea ceremony. origami. anime. calliaraphy. and more!
direct physical access to the East Asia and South Asia librarians, and y, origami, ' grapny. )
will house, upon receipt from the bequest, the 10,000 volume dmission is free. and.all are welco
AStanl ey and Lucie Weinstein Buddohl s? and Asi an g“?'udi es Librar:
The project is scheduled to complete in the summer of 2010.
New Courses for Fall 2010 For more
information on
. . . . r in
ANTH 5529 -1. Buddhism and Society, Nicolas Sihlé cou sesl being
This new seminar is an examination of Buddhism in contemporary societies, primarily in Asia, from an an- offered in Fall
thropological perspective. The organization of the course will be primarily thematic, and comparative: we will .
. - - M ; . ; N 2010, visit
focus on certain key themes (such as monasticism, complex religious fields, gift and exchange, ritual, religious
texts, gender, the state, modernity, globalization...) and, for each of those, analyze comparatively a selection of www.virginia.edu
ethnographic studies based on Buddhist traditions ranging from Sri Lanka, Thailand and Burma to Tibet, Jeastasia/
parts of Nepal, China, Korea and Japan. Interested students are strongly encouraged to consult the instructor leastasial
in advance in order to discuss the possible inclusion of particular thematic or theoretical interests. Course courses.html
meets Second Writing Requirement.
HIEA 2559: When Samurai Ruled: A History of Japan from Prehistory to the 19th Century, Federico Marcon
This lecture class surveys the history of Japanese civilization from prehistory to the end of the nineteenth century. Through
an assortment of historical, literary, religious and visual materials, it offers an introduction to the political, social, religious, intellec-
tual, artistic, and cultural life of Japan in its various epochs. From the refined court life of antiquity to the tumultuous wars of the Mid-
dle Ages, from the samurai world of the early modern period to the revolutionary modernization of the late nineteenth century, HIEA
2559 proposes a new and lively portrait of Japan, caught not in isolation but in the context of East Asia and the world.
No previous knowledge of Japanese history is required to enroll in this class.
HIEA 4501: Seminar: The Dark Valley: Japan 1930s, Robert Stolz
A small class (not more than 15 students) intended primarily but not exclusively for history majors who have completed two or more
courses relevant to the topic of the seminar. The work of the seminar results primarily in the preparation of a substantial ( ca.25 pp. in
standard format) research paper. Some restrictions and prerequisites apply to enroliment. See a history advisor or the director of under-
graduate studies.
JAPN 4840: Japands Two Nobel Laureates: Kawabate and Oe, Michi Wi | s

An advanced Japanese language course focused on Japan's two Nobel Laureates throughingual texts. This course is partly reading,
partly comprehension, partly discussion in Japanese. JAPN 302 or permission of instructor.

JPTR 2100/5100: Ancient Japanese Literature: Myth, History and Song,

Gus Heldt

This seminar will focus on the very first writings in the Japanese literary tradition, consisting of the mytho -histories and poetry recorded
in the eighth century. Prior exposure to Japanese literature is encouraged, but not required.

PLCP 1010: Introduction to Comparative Politics (40% East Asia Related), Len

Schoppa

Provides a basis for understanding and explaining similarities and differences in the character of political life as observed in different set-

tings. Issues include the political role of parties and interest groups, manageme
authority, and the consequences of federal and unitary systems of government.

RELB 2054: Tibetan Buddhism, David Germano
This course surveys Tibetan Buddhist religious culture in terms of its history, biographical traditions, religious communitie s, cultural pat-
terns, ritual life, contemplative traditions, and philosophical discourses. The focus will be on how tantric Buddhism has his torically func-
tioned in Tibet to relate these different dimensions together as an identifiable cultural zone of vast geographical terrain, despite never
achieving any form of political unity. These range from controversies over antinomian practices pertaining to sexuality and v iolence, to

Ti b et 6-politicad dolutignato tantrals decentralized paradigm of religious leaders understood to be Buddhas with local ma ndalas of
(Continued on page 16)

nt of political conflict, establishment of | egitimate political
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Community Outreach 0 Lunar New Year Celebration at
Fashion Square Mall

Maria W. Chee organized the large scale annual instrumental music, and costumes from the Tang
Lunar New Year Fest in Charlottesville on February and Qing dynasty. The event was cesponsored by
20, 2010. Hundreds of local residents crowded the the East Asia Center, the Asia Institute, the Pied-
exhibits and live performances throughout the day. mont Chinese Association and assisted by U.Va.

students including members of the Chinese Stu-
With welcome remarks by Ms. Holly Edwards, Vice dents Association, the Chinese Students and Schol-
Mayor, City of Charlottesville and Ms. Ann Mallek, ars Society, the Hong Kong Students Association,
Chair, Albemarle County Board of Supervisors , the the U.Va. Wushu Club, the Virginia Lion Dance
Fest showcased several Chinese cultural traditions Club, and children from the Charlottesville Chinese
such as calligraphy and brush painting, and live School.

performances including the dragon and folk dances,

Students from 4 4 4

Charlottesville
Chinese School
Prepare to Perform
at the Lunar New

Year Festival

Letter from Mongkol Emerson Siwaluk (Continued from page 6)
and they used the water as a primary form of transportation. They did not need cars or wasteful technologies. However, it concerns me that the
water pollution in the village may create problems for the villagersdo |

After leaving Shanghai, we went to Hong Kong. Though originally a part of China, Hong Kong has created its own uniqueness in
East Asia. Though also densely populated, it is much more organized and cleaner than mainland China. | did not see a traditicmal mode of culture
in Hong Kong. It reminded me a lot of the United States. There were a lot of white people and most of the signs were in English The city looked
like a giant shopping center. Going outside the city to rural Hong Kong, | felt refreshed by the crisp air and lush forests. | learned that the govern-
ment of Hong Kong implemented a green policy to make sure that the surrounding areas keep their natural beauty. Because of tlis, | felt a balance
between nature and modernity in Hong Kong.

The next stop on my voyage was Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham. Vietnam is working on achieving modernity like its Asian
neighbors. When we arrived in Ho Chi Minh City, | did not see many high rise buildings like in Hong Kong. However, | learned fr om a tour guide
that in two years, Ho Chi Minh city will copy a plan from Shanghai to build many skyscrapers along the river in order to crea te a business center. |
wonder how Vietnamese culture will adapt to this rapid development.

One thing that will not change with the development is that Vietnamese food. Pho is the famous rice noodles dish. It comes witha variety
of meat choices such as seafood, chicken or beefThe meat is cooked well done inside a spectacular soup full of vegetables andpices. Che is my
favorite dessert. It is similar to fruit punch, but it tastes sweeter because it is filled with cane and coconut juice. | felt fresh drinking it in the hot
Vietnamese sun. | saw many fruit and seafood markets along the streets and in the Mekong Delta. They reminded me of my home cuntry, Thai-
land.

Going to these countries gave me the opportunity to reflect on my Asian heritage. We have such a valuable culture, and | sethat many
American students are excited to experience it. The West has already gone to the East and exposed their culture to them. Thikas resulted in West-
ernization of many Asian countries as they develop. | fear that many Asian countries forget about their culture as they seekto modernize. The
American students are willing to learn about Asian culture. Maybe it is time for the West to Easternize as they move to the fuure.
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First International Conference on Tibet, Social Business
and Entrepreneurship by Tashi Rabgey

A unique international conference on Tibet and social entrepreneurship will be convened at the University of Virginia on Sat-

urday, April 10, 2010.

The Tibetan Social Business conference will bring together Tibetan entrepreneurs from across the Tibetan plateau with prominent global thinkers,

educators and practitioners in the fields of social business and sustainable enterprise.

The conference is part of the Tibetan Social Business and Sustainable Entrepreneurship Initiative (SBI), a joint project of the Tibet Sustainable

Governance Program (TSGP) of the UVa Tibet Center, and Machik, a nonprofit organization that develops opportunities for education, capacity-

building and innovation on the Tibetan plateau.

Featured speakers include Andrew Zolli, social innovator and founder of Pop!Tech; Dr. Asif Dowla, Hilda C. Landers Endowed Chairat St . Mar y o s
Collegeandcecaut hor of The Poor Al ways Pay Back: The Grameen || SdWorldwide Rebecc
and board member of the Calvert Group; Guy Pfeffermann, founder and CEO of the Global Business School Network; Undraa Buyannenekh, a

leader in sustainable practices adventure travel in Mongolia; and many others.

The day of discussions will be led by UVa faculty who specialize in the fields of sustainability, innovation and entrepreneurship. These include

Andrea Larson, Darden Associate Professor of Business Administration and cofounder of the Ingenuity Project; and Brad Brown, Associate Profes-

sor of Mclintire School of Commerce and a specialist in business ethics. Peter Rodriguez, Associate Dean of International Affairs at Darden School

of Business, will provide the honorary welcoming remarks.

AFor Tibetan entrepreneurs, the Social Business confer emdideasdodrfe®@r s a uni
model s of business and sustainable practices, 0 said TashidcoPandegadfy, di r ec
Machik.

She continued, " Par ti ci pants wi |l | -édge glbbaltdeas aboutsedal busmess and sustamaple entreprenewhip through dy-

namic case studies and presentations by soci al innovators and thought |

Darden Students Learned GM Shanghai Is A Different Story

by Peter Yu
Spring break is the time for Darden School of Business students to take GBE (Global Business Experience) trips
to about ten sites all over the world. China is one of them. From March 4 to 14, | took 29 MBA students to Bei- Darden students were
jing and Shanghai. The Beijing portion was a combination of company visits and cultural activities such as tour- surorised ta. see the hus-
ing the Forbidden City and the Great Walll . At LenlV® ERTI WAl s ar ge

the latest models of Lenovo computers; and at Digital China, probably the largest data processing company in tling and bustling on the

China, my students enjoyed the music from digitized home theatre and drove a simulation car on Beijing streets. | assembly floor... More
A conversation with the companyés CFO taught wus a | astbnisinhwastbhedrow| t o ¢
When we moved to Shanghai, Chinabds epicenter f|OthatBCickBo@EviceCa€ , |We h
ule. We attended lectures by professors from Cheung Kong Graduate School of BusinessDar dendés p arﬁahyrbﬁsrin China as it
school in China; visited companies, and of course, enjoyed a touch of Chinese culturé an acrobatic show in the did in the U.S
evening. Two companies were of particular interest to Darden studentsi we listened to a presentation by Mary e
Kayds China president and | earned the tortuous joufrney theagdireft sce
China; today it is one of the most profitable companies doing business in China. The other is GM Shanghaii
Darden students were surprised to see the hustling and bustling on the assembly floor, in stark contrast to what
they learned of GM in the U.S. More astonishing was to hear that Buick sold twice as many cars in China as it did in the U.S
On top of those experiential learning activities, my MBE students were required to form teams and work on field projects, each fo-
cusing on a topic that | provided, such as AHow has St afobu,ck(G0 aycera res
| have been leading the Darden GBE China program for seven years. It has become the most popular one among GBE programs that
Darden offers, and it is also one of the Top Ten most popular courses at Darderi no small feat for a non-Darden faculty member.

Weedon Lectures on Asian Architecture

This spring the School of Architecture has hosted a new series, The Weedon Lectures on Asian Architecture. On February 22, Dana Buntrock, Associ-

ate Professor of Architecture, University of Calif or ni aentemporaf é&apakesd ey, pr
Architecture: Tradition and Today." On March 24, Wu Hung, Harrie A. Vanderstappen Distinguished Service Professor of Art Histor y, University of
Chicago, presented a |l ecture entitled #fCon OrAp 26rAaun prga@dl, iPnofessoeandAsgociaten d Ur b
Dean for Research at the School of Natural Resour ces anGimdEecChangeamiment at
dian Cities. o He will lecture on his work related to mnlwthagoousantinstitus of i
tional change, property rights, poverty, and biodiversity. All the lectures are held in Campbell Hall 153 at 5:30 p.m.

The School of Architecture will search in 2010-11 for a new William Stone Weedon Professor in Asian Architecture.



Spring 2010

Pagel2

Elliot Sperling Opens East Asia Center Spring 2010 Lecture Series

by Jann Ronis

The spring 2010 lecture series began right
out of the starting gate with a lecture on
January 22 by Elliot Sperling. The Indiana
University scholar is widely recognized as a
leader in multiple fields of Tibetan studies,
including Sino -Tibetan relations, modern
Tibet, and Tibetan history. One of his longest
-running scholarly interests has been the
Tangut kingdom of Xixia, 1038-1227. During
this time, Xixia was a formidable power in
Inner Asia. In 1987 Sperling published
"Lama to the King of Hsia" and has followed
it with important articles on the religious and
political history of Xixia in the following
decades. During this visit Sperling shared his
current research in Tangut studies. The title
of his talk was "Tangut Legends and Legacies
in Tibet"

Sperling began the lecture with a
review of the rise and fall of the Tangut em-
pire, with a focus on the history of the king-
dom's involvement in the cult of the Bud-
dhi st protector
quent adoption by the Mongols and their
Yuan dynasty. This discussion segued into
the question of where the Tangut royal family
fled after their defeat by the Mongols in 1227.

dei ty

This seemingly straightforward question
brought up questions of genealogy; both the
ancestry of the large population in eastern
Tibet that claim to be of Tangut origins, and
the ancestries of the various elite families
around Tibet that claim to descend from
Tangut royalty.

As for the first of these, Sperling
led us on a fascinating study of the origins of
the people in the region of eastern Tibet
known as Kham-Minyak. Conventional wis-
dom has long assumed that these people
were Tanguts from Xixia who settled in
Kham after losing their kingdom to the Mon-
gols. Sperling suggested that the original
Kham-Minyak people did not descend from
the Tanguts of Xixia but from a common
ancestor, the Dongxiang Qiang, and their
arrival in eastern Tibet long preceded the fall
of Xixia. Sperling speculated that the Inner
Asian Tanguts migrated to Kham-Minyak
after the defeat to the Mongols because their

"chlsinsbweife bstablishaddn the regions u b sae ver y

Following this investigation into

the claims by certain Tibetan ruling families
to have biological links to the Tangut royal
family. Sperling centered this part of the
talk on two works of genealogy about the
royal family of Sikkim, who in these texts
are portrayed as coming from Minyak. This
is an ambiguous designation, however, as
Minyak may mean either Xixia or Kham -
Minyak. Sperling's approach to the conun-
drum was to see the issue as more a matter
of representation rather than a historical
dilemma that can be definitively resolved. In
other words, the historical import of the
popularity of Tangut descent by families of
power i such as the Sikkimese royal family
T is not the veracity of the claim but the fact
that even hundreds of years after Xixia's
eclipse by the Yuan and Ming and Qing
dynasties the kingdom remained prestigious
and imbued with power. This was no doubt
connected with the first point of the paper,
that the kings and chaplains of Xixia created
compelling

the ethnic history of those people who are Sperling's work on the genealogy of the
thought to be the direct descendants of the Sikkimese royal family will be published at
Tanguts, the second topic was the veracity of some point soon.

Former Ambassador to China, Adm. Joseph Prueher

(contdd from page 1

He used two examplesi the 2001 EP-3 Spy Plane Incident and the 19951996 Taiwan Strait Crisisi to illus-
trate the difficulties of managing Sino -American relations. In 2001, arguing about who was at fault (the American plane
or the Chinese pilot) did not serve to resolve the crisis, but nevertheless political fallout in both countries had to be dealt
with by their respective governments. Naturally, this complicated the talks between US and Chinese officials over the

return of
whole bilateral relationship.

t he

Ameri can

crewmembers.

One of Adm.

In 1996, the crisis, involving China firing missiles over Taiwan and the U.S. sending a carrier group toward
Taiwan, also threatened to put the whole relationship at risk. Since then, substantial efforts have been made to develop

communicat.i

ons | i

nks between t he

ing, and thus greater trust, between the U.S. and China.
Adm. Prueher also recounted a conversation he had with a Chinese graduate student who asked him about the

similarity

bet ween

Americabds bel

two countriesd mil

ef in its Manifest

state

itari

)

Desti

hold that the respective nation is or is meant to be the leader of the world, or at least be viewed as the civilization most
worthy of emulation. These two seemingly irreconcilable ideologies can lead to difficulties in managing the U.S.-China
relationship. Additionally, Adm. Prueher discussed the recent paradigm of thought that asks whether U.S. and China
relations will come to be dominated by conflict or cooperation. He sees this as the wrong question to ask, as it forces
people into rigidly opposed ideologies. Reality is, in fact, far more complex, with both conflict and cooperation regular
features of the bilateral relationship. Adm. Prueher ended the talk with the recommendation that foreign governments
not cajole China into changing its behavior, since this rarely works.
During his tenure both as Commander-in-Chief of the US Navy Pacific Command, and as Ambassador to
China, Admiral Prueher had numerous opportunities to meet, speak with, and negotiate with important figures from
both the United States and China. During his lecture he recounted meetings he had with numerous leading members of
the Chinese Politburo, including then Party Secretary Jiang Zemin. He also told the audience that once, when asked by a
Chinese student what the most difficult part of being Ambassador to China was, he said it was dealing with the Chinese
government. He quickly followed that statement, saying the second most difficult part was dealing with the United

States Government.

Admiral Prueher demonstrated that he takes a very pragmatic stance toward both international negotiations

and international relationships, striving to make each situation a win -win, building relationships, and striving to under-

stand his partner (or partner government) in each interaction. Through recounting his own experiences, Adm. Prueher
helped the audience understand the recent history of Sino-US relations, as well as how each audience member can relate
better to those of other cultures through understanding and seeking win -win solutions to conflict.

cul t

Prueher 6s

es.

ny
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Faculty Updates: Research Projects, Summer Ever wonder what our
. . . professors are up to
Field Work, Recent Publications when theydre n
Ellen Fuller , (East Asian Languages, Literatures, and Cultures [DEALLC]; Studies in Women and Gender) teaching or grading?
was invited in October 2009 to present a talk, "The Art of Organizational War: Culture as Contests over Mean- This section features
ings and Values,"based on her first book, Going Global: Culture, Gender and Authority in the Japanese Sub- just a few of the
sidiary of an American Corporation (Temple 2009), for the University of Pennsylvania's Center for East Asian projects that aos

Studies, Issues in Contemporary East Asia Lecture Seriesln January 2010, she spent 3 weeks in Okinawafor
research at the Okinawa Prefectural Library on her second book project,tentatively titted Discourse and the
Socio-politics of Power in Okinawa Social Movements .

East Asia faculty are
working on.

Calvin Hsu , East Asian Librarian, was awarded a library innovation grant to work on a pinyin project. The goal is to create a translation
mechanism between the official Chinesepinyin system and the system underlying VIRGO and other library catalogs, i.e., the Library of Con-
gress Romanization scheme. When completed, a user can use either system to search a library catalog and get the same result.

Anne Kinney (DEALLC) presented a paper at the Columbia University Early China Seminar in January entitled, "The Mao Commentary to the
Book of Odesas a Source for Women's history." This paper will be published by the Chinese University of Hong Kong Press in a collectiorcalled
Overt and Covert Treasures Essays o0 n editdd by Chma WinggcelsmigHoor Chi nese Wo me
Professor Kinneyo6s article "Infant Abandonment in Ear |y Gubgangaed., wa
Jiating Yu Shehui, Beijing: Qinghua Daxue Chubanshe.

Professor Kinney served as discussant for the panel "Desire and Anxiety: the Portrayal of Women in Chinese Literature and Culur e" at the an-
nual meeting of the AAS, and she will be presenting a paper in May at the Workshop on Chu Excavated Texts hosted by Pennsylvea State Uni-
versity

0s |
tr

John Shepherd  (Anthropology) will present a paper "Studying the 1918 Influenza Epidemic in Macao" at an international conference to be
held in Macao on April 15-16. The paper represents part of his ongoing research on the demographic impact of the influenza epideic through-
out East Asia.

Nicolas Sihlé  (Anthropology) is currently working on his fieldwork materials on the two thousand or so Tibetan Buddhist and Bénpo house-
holder tantric ritual specialists of the Repkong district of Amdo/Qinghai (China) 9 the largest concentration of non-monastic specialists known
in Tibetan areas. Of particular interest is the way this rather decentralized section of the Tibetan Buddhist clergy takes part in, and to some ex-
tent is organized at the supra-local level (i.e. beyond the level of the village community), largely through annual large-scalecollective rituals &
an uncommon mode of religious organization.

Miao -fen Tseng (DEALLC) currently serves as the president of the Chinese Language Teachers Association of Virginia and has worked inten-
sively with the Confucius Institute at George Mason University to plan for the Chinese Pedagogy Workshop to be held at GMU'sFairfax campus
on Saturday, May 8th, 2010. The workshop is also sponsored by UVa
Miao-fen also continues to serve as the program director and key trainer for the government-funded STARTALK Chinese Teacher Acaémy this
year. This year's program will be implemented at UVa, on grounds, and recruit K-16 teacher participants from across the nation and local high
school learners.

Miao-fen has contributed a chapter entitled "Language Attrition in Grammar and Reception Skills in Mandarin Chinese," published in a book
entitled Learners of Chinese as a Foreign Language by the National Language Resource Center at the University of Hawai'i (2010). She will

also present a paper entitled "An Experimental Study of Authentic Tasks with Multi -media Resources" at the 6th annual conferenceof Technol-
ogy of Chinese Language Teaching at Ohio State University, June 124, 2010

s E

Brantly Womack  (Politics) continues to push two books through the publication process. Chi nadés Ri se i n Hiasedied i c P e
volume based on presentations at the Miller Center last spring, is due out in June. The Annual Meeting of the Association fa Asian Studies in

Philadelphia features a roundtable based on the book. He will participate in another roundtable at AAS discussing his earlier book, China and

Vietnam: the Politics of Asymmetry (2006). China among Unequals: Asymmetric Foreign RelationsinAsia, a col |l ecti on of 0 m:¢
is due to be published in Singapore in May. He wi | | g iymbelic @onftica | k n A
Common I nterests. o

Cong Zhang (Ellen)  (History) is on sabbatical leave this spring. She just finished co-editing (with Ping Yao) Xifang Zhongguo Shi Yanjiu,
Sixiang Wenhua Shi (Western Scholarship on Chinese History, Intellectual History, one volume in a series of six), to be published by Shanghai
Guji Chubanshe this year. Currently, she is focusing on collecting material, analyzing sources, and building databases for hebook project Filial
Piety and the Social and Cultural Order in Song China (960 -1279). She will spend part of her summer time doing archival research in China.

Zhao Ran: (DEALLC) In addition to her regular teaching and service duties, Ran Zhao worked on a paper discussing various methods of ushg
student-made films in language classes. The paper was recently completed and accepted for publication in an academic journal foChinese lan-

guage pedagogy.




Dorie Solinger of UC, l rvine Sp

Nl e Urban Poor at UVa (by Graham Odell)

East Asia Center On Friday, April2MdPr of essor Dorothy Solinger gave a talk

University of Virginia Their Program: Anti-Emb 1l em of Ur ban Modernization. 0 She i ¢

New Cabell Hall BO31 the University of California, Irvine, where she has taught for over 20 years..

P.O. Box 400781 Prior to the main lecture, Prof. Solinger gave an informal presentation on her new book

Charlottesville, VA 22904. Statesd Gains, Labordés Losses: China, F+®R@hce, an
The basic thesis of her book is that capital crises in these three countries washed away any domes-

Phone: (434) 924 -7836 tic political differences between them, specifically those pertaining to labor groups. As a conse-

Fax: Fax: (434) 924 -6977 guence, all three countriesd |l eaderships found i

Email: (the WTO for China, the EU for France, and NAFTA for Mexico) to restart their economies. The

result was the disenfranchisement of the privileged labor classes in these nations.

Prof. Solinger d&ds ma dimaohu systemurr Ghinad €ha basic functionh t h e
Director: John Shepherd of this system is to meet the most basic economi
Newalsicr Efir: Eiakeh she illustrated, the dibaohu system is laden with inequities, both social and economic. For exam-

eastasiacenter@virginia.edu

ple, in order to get dibao assistance, a family must present their case to the neighborhood for ap-

Miller
proval, which can prove to be quite humiliating. She also argued that the state uses the system
s (especially in rich cities) to marginalize China
www.virginia.edu/ gence, reliant on the meager support of the welfare system. By disqualifying families that run side-
eastasia walk enterprises, the system removes them from the public eye, principally to present to foreign

investors a nicer image of modern China. The end result is the creation of a persistent underclass
in Chinese urban society.

Members of the Cultural
Crossings Conference Planning
.| Committee

3

2 b

A !IJ[ Back: Elizabeth Miller and Maggie Bierwirth
Front: Graham Odell, Yoko Hara, and Michael
Duren -Voyt

Cultural Crossings
Conference Attendees
Collaborating
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Do you ever wonder Graduate Student Updates: Areas of Study, Research

what our students who — Projects, Goals for the Future
are focused on East Asia

are studying and Geoffrey Barstow s in his final semester of course work, and is looking forward to turning his attention
researching? This to his dissertation, which will be on a twelfth century collection of Avalokite Ssara related texts known as the
section features just a Mal Kabum. In the meantime, he is wrapping up work on a paper about the late 20th century lama
few of the projects that Thangla Tsewang, which he will be delivering at the 12th IATS conference in August.

UVads E afactisedA ®drody Lineer  (second year undergraduate) received the Critical Language Scholarship from the US
students are working Department of State to study Korean this summer at Chonbuk National University in Jeonju city, South
on. Korea this summer.

Nona Moskowitz , Ph.D. candidate in Anthropology, successfully defended her dissertation on February
25, 2010 and will graduate in May. The dissertation is entitled "Inculcating National Identity: Voices of School and Youth on C hichijima
Island, Japan." Nona is teaching anthropology this year at Hamilton College, Clinton New York.

Jessica Starling is a PhD candidate in the Department of Religious Studies' History of Religions/East Asian Buddhism program, with a
focus on Japan. She is currently researching for her dissertation, "A family of clerics: Temple Wives, Tradition and Changein Modern
Jodo Shinshu Temples," as a visiting researcher at Otani University in Kyoto, Japan. In November she presented a talk to theKyoto Asian
Studies Group, sponsored by the Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies, entitled "A Family of Clerics: Problems and Possibilites for the
Role of Temple Wife in the Jodo Shinshu Otani-ha." In June she will present the paper "Acting priests": Wartime Temple Wives and the
Negotiation of Clerical Standards in the Jodo Shinshu Otani-ha" to the Asian Studies Conference Japan. She plans to remain in Koto
conducting fieldwork until August, 2011.

Julie Starr , graduate student in Anthropology, will spend the upcoming summer in China participating in the Critical Language Scholar-
ship, a ten week intensive language program funded by the United States Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultual Af-
fairs. The program provides group-based intensive language instruction and structured cultural enrichment experiences in order to culti-
vate cultural understanding and advanced language skills.

Yan Haiming is and will be working on the topic of world heritage in China, namely how the universalistic discourse of world heritage
shapes the Chinese perception and understanding of their national past. This is his dissertation topic and he will conduct the fieldwork in
China during the next academic year.

Peter Yu demonstrates
Chinese calligraphy at the
Lunar New Year festival

Tea tasting at the
Lunar New Year
Festival at Fashion
Square Mall




