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This talk considers the local history surrounding the rise of Gonpo Namgyal, a secular 
personality who dominated Eastern Tibet in the nineteenth century.  Gonpo Namgyal was a 
minor chieftain from the Nyarong region in Eastern Tibet.  His rise can be analyzed from several 
perspectives which shed light on the nature of this understudied area.  Research in this area 
calls attention to certain presumptions commonly found in accepted scholarship in this area. 
Looking into the background that paved the way for Gonpo Namgyal’s success, an underlying 
motivation of this research is to demonstrate the importance of secular sources for obtaining a 
balanced history of Tibet, as well as to show how local history effects the direction of larger 

national history.
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