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YUDRU TSOMU IS CURRENTLY AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF HISTORY IN THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT OF
LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY. SHE RECEIVED HER PH.D. FROM THE TIBETAN AND HIMALAYAN STUDIES PROGRAM
AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY IN 2006, AND WAS A POST-DOCTORAL FELLOW AT THE CENTER FOR EAST ASIAN
STUDIES, STANFORD UNIVERSITY IN 2007.
THIS TALK CONSIDERS THE LOCAL HISTORY SURROUNDING THE RISE OF GONPO NAMGYAL, A SECULAR
PERSONALITY WHO DOMINATED EASTERN TIBET IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. GONPO NAMGYAL WAS A
MINOR CHIEFTAIN FROM THE INYARONG REGION IN EASTERN TIBET. HIS RISE CAN BE ANALYZED FROM SEVERAL
PERSPECTIVES WHICH SHED LIGHT ON THE NATURE OF THIS UNDERSTUDIED AREA. RESEARCH IN THIS AREA
CALLS ATTENTION TO CERTAIN PRESUMPTIONS COMMONLY FOUND IN ACCEPTED SCHOLARSHIP IN THIS AREA.
LOOKING INTO THE BACKGROUND THAT PAVED THE WAY FOR GONPO NAMGYAL'S SUCCESS, AN UNDERLYING
MOTIVATION OF THIS RESEARCH IS TO DEMONSTRATE THE IMPORTANCE OF SECULAR SOURCES FOR OBTAINING A
BALANCED HISTORY OF TIBET, AS WELL AS TO SHOW HOW LOCAL HISTORY EFFECTS THE DIRECTION OF LARGER
NATIONAL HISTORY.

FriDAY, OCTOBER 2
3:30 p™m
NEewcomB HALL 168
CoO-SPONSORED BY THE TIBET CENTER



