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Charting the history and politics of introduction and implementation of ideas and practices of 
sovereignty, liberation, buffer state, and border, I will argue that Tibet’s strategic location has 
been constructed through an interaction between imperial histories, shifting geopolitics, and 
postcolonial state formation in China and India. What are the main strategic priorities for the 
two Asian countries in the Himalayan region? It is not the presence of many Tibetan exiles in 
India but the legacy of traditional Tibetan polity on boundary issue that is a source of tension 
in China-India relations. The lecture will offer a new perspective by ascribing the sensitivities 
over the border to a combination of Tibet’s strategic importance (military, economic, ecological) 

to China and India’s evolution into what I call ‘Postcolonial Informal Empires’.

Dr. Dibyesh Anand is a Reader (Associate Professor) in international relations at Westminster 
University in London. His publications are in the areas of Global Politics, Tibet, China, 
Hindu Nationalism, and Security. He is the author of Geopolitical Exotica: Tibet in Western 
Imagination (University of Minnesota Press, 2007) and Hindu Nationalism in India and the 
Politics of Fear (Palgrave Macmillan, Forthcoming). He is currently working on a book China’s 
Tibet, a research project on Sino-Indian border regions, and majority-minority relations in India 

and China. 
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