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East Asia has experienced a “soft power” boom, from “Cool Japan,” to the “Korea Wave,” to 
China’s “Charm Offensive.” But for Japanese leaders like Abe Shinzô and Asô Tarô and many 
in their recently defeated Liberal Democratic Party, Japan’s contribution to Asia should be 
in the promotion of democracy: a diplomatic stance derided by those in Japan arguing that it 
was part of America’s falsely “universal” values. This paper examines the odd path of Japan’s 
kachikan gaikô (“values diplomacy”) over the past five years, connecting it both to political 

expediency and to teleological positions regarding Japanese leadership. 
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