The Academic Affairs Committee

October 24, 2008 – 10:00-11:30 am

Board Room, Newcomb Hall

Meeting Minutes

Present: Robert Kemp, Brian Pusser, Lynda Phillips-Madson, Malcolm Bell, Stephen Patek, Ignacio Provencio, Edmund Kitch, Richard Steeves

Guests:
Clorisa Phillips, Associate Provost for Institutional Advancement



Elizabeth Powell, Co-Chair, F.S. Planning and Development Committee 

Madelyn Wessel, Special Advisor to the University Librarian

Robert Kemp, Chair of the Academic Affairs Committee, called the meeting to order.  Introductions were made.
Clorisa Phillips said that several program proposals will soon be brought to the Academic Affairs Committee for review.  Among them are:

· An MA in Arts Administration, an accelerated 5-year program.

· 4 to 6 degree terminations

· Several name changes from Arts and Sciences related to foreign languages

Ms. Phillips reviewed the process for approvals for new programs, name changes, mergers, and degree terminations.  They include, in the following order:

· Approval within the school/department where the proposal originated
· Approval from the Office of the Provost

· Approval from the Academic Affairs Committee

· Approval from the full Senate

· Approval from the Board of Visitors
· Approval from SCHEV

Ms. Phillips said that SACS (Southern Association of Colleges and Schools) is the University’s accreditation arm.  SACS conducts strict review of all University programs. The group handles oversight of the accreditation process for the Federal government.  Ms. Phillips said she would like to engage the Academic Affairs Committee in dialogue regarding ways that the University’s accreditation process might be improved.
Madelyn Wessel gave a slide presentation on Intellectual Property and Copyright issues.  The presentation included the cost of the University Library’s historical acquisitions, a guide to how copyrights work, who owns the copyright in faculty work, and the University’s policy on copyrights. An on-Grounds survey was sent out regarding Intellectual Property and Copyrights, Ms. Wessel said.
Bob Kemp asked if the Academic Affairs Committee is the correct group to study and make recommendations regarding the University’s policy on copyrights.  Ed Kitch, Chair of the Faculty Senate, said he would like to have feedback on the opinions of others on the issue.  It was noted that faculty education is a major component of the copyright issues.  In conclusion, Ed Kitch and the members of the Academic Affairs Committee decided that the best course of action is to appoint a task force of five members to develop a resolution and to address the question on what sustained longer term action would make sense.   Brian Pusser agreed to chair the task force.
The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
