The meeting was called to order at 8: 02 PM (approx.) by Jessica Huang, Chair (CLAS).  
All members were present, with the exception Will Derry (SOM), Jon Overdevest (GSAS), Erin Kalman (GEAS), and Aaaron Trimble (SOM). 
Honor Committee Meeting

March 22, 2009

I. Roll Call 

II. Community Concerns

A. Alexander Cohen: concerned with the by-law amendment proposal because students who are deeply religious might difficulty finding a date when they are available 

III. Officer Reports
A. Tyler Alexander—Vice Chair Community Relations, CLAS

a. JJ Litchford is the VCCR-Elect

b. Faculty luncheon: good discussion, but lower attendance than initially expected; follow-up email to be sent

c. The outside academic research project is concluding its research and would like to present at a new meeting

B. Ryann Burke—Vice Chair Education, COMM

a. Rob Atkinson is the VCE-Elect

b. New education efforts going forward; education was a major topic of discussion at Graves Mountain retreat

c. Benefits posters with quotes from faculty, alumni, and student; posters to be printed in the next few weeks; please let Ryann know good places to hang posters within schools; if there is anyone that the educators need to contact in order to gain approval to hang posters in specific areas, please let her 

d. Movie of the Lawn: Honor DVD was the trailer to the movie; cups handed out to students; Honor educators present to mingle with students

e. Initiative to distribute handouts with basic information about what constitutes an honor offense and some additional information about Honor

f. La Alianza suggested that Honor have an office hour campaign; office hour campaign to occur during finals; information about office hours to be publicized 
g. Springfest: educators to distribute cups with information about CRs and Honor at the event

h. Honor Awareness Week: Flyers to be available by Tuesday; Committee members to be emailed the flyers; please distribute them to your various schools

C. Blaire Hawkins—Vice Chair Investigations, CLAS

a. Mary Siegel is the VCI-Elect  

D. Sophie Staples—Vice Chair Trials, CLAS

a. Alex Carroll is the VCT-Elect

b. Open trial scheduled for March 29th, 2009 at 10am; tickets to be distributed at a table on the fourth floor of Newcomb Hall on Wednesday March 25th from 3-4pm

E. Jess Huang—Chair, CLAS

a. David Truetzel is the Honor Chair-Elect

b. Worked to plan the retreat

c. Attended one of the events of Latino Awareness week: Conversations amongst Communities

IV. School Representative Reports
A. School of Continuing and Professional Studies—Aadil Bhavnagri and John Brase

a. There have been no major events since last report

b. Conversations with individual students about papers and exams

c. Trying to schedule a meeting with the new Dean to keep overall awareness alive and try to be placed on his agenda

d. New representative: Jonathan Damron is the newest representative; Maria Chi gave them full reign on finding new committee representative

e. They have been working to transition Jonathan into his role as a Committee member in order to maintain institutional memory

B. College of Arts and Sciences—Tyler Alexander, Blaire Hawkins, Jess Huang, Kiefer Pirrung, and Sophie Staples

a. Meeting with Dean Woo has been postponed (again)

b. Meetings with incoming CLAS representatives; many meetings pertaining to elections and departmental concerns have occurred

C. Next Week: School of Medicine and School of Commerce
V. Old Business

A. Proposal to Amend the By-Laws, Re: Trial Request and LAG—Sophie Staples, CLAS

a. Under the current system, students are only guaranteed to have the VCT provide one date; this actually guarantees the student at least five dates

b. Religious reasons would definitely fall under good cause in Sophie’s opinion as VCT

c. Amendment is not a huge change; it is essentially codifying something that is already a practice; it will do something to make sure the process is efficient and fair

d. Motion to vote, motion to vote seconded; 21 Committee members present; 20 vote yes; Chair abstains

B. Language included below

Proposal to Amend the Bylaws Sections IV.C.8 and IV.E.5
Current Language, IV.C.8

8. Consequences Flowing from Formal Accusation.  Notice of accusation by the Investigative Panel will be provided by email and certified mail.  

Proposed Language, IV.C.8

8. Consequences Flowing from Formal Accusation.  Notice of accusation by the Investigative Panel will be provided by email and certified mail, and shall include a list of at least five (5) proposed trial dates.
Current Language, IV.E.5

5.  Requesting a Trial.  When requesting a trial, an accused student must inform the Vice Chair for Trials, in writing, within ten (10) days following delivery of notice of accusation by the Investigative Panel, as to his or her preferences in the following matters:

        (a) a selected date or dates from a list of possible and feasible dates to be provided by the Vice Chair for Trials with notice of the accusation 

        (b) the selection of Honor Counsel or other counsel;

        (c) whether the jury panel should be composed of a mixed panel, a panel of Honor Committee members only, or a panel of randomly-selected students only;

        (d) whether to include jurors from the undergraduate or graduate schools (as described in Paragraph 3, above); and

        (e) an open versus closed trial.
Proposed Language, IV.E.5

(5).  Requesting a Trial.  For purposes of these By-laws, the ten- (10-) day period following delivery of notice of accusation by the Investigative Panel shall be referred to as the “Trial Request Period.”  When requesting a trial, an accused student must inform the Vice Chair for Trials, in writing, prior to the expiration of the Trial Request Period, as to his or her preferences in the following matters:     

   (a) at least one trial date, selected from the list of at least five (5) possible and feasible dates proposed by the Vice Chair for Trials with the notice of accusation; 

        (b) the selection of Honor Counsel or other counsel;

        (c) whether the jury panel should be composed of a mixed panel, a panel of Honor Committee members only, or a panel of randomly-selected students only;

        (d) whether to include jurors from the undergraduate or graduate schools (as described in Paragraph 3, above); and

        (e) an open versus closed trial.

If, within the Trial Request Period, the student requests a trial but fails to select a trial date from the list of at least five (5) dates proposed by the Vice Chair for Trials with the notice of accusation, then, absent good cause shown, as reasonably determined by the Vice Chair for Trials or Committee Chair, such student shall be deemed to have waived the right to an Honor trial and to have admitted guilt (or “LAGGED”) as to the Honor Offense(s) charged, as of the last day of the Trial Request Period.  The consequences for such a LAG shall be as described in Section IV.C.8, below.

If, within the Trial Request Period, the student selects a trial date (or dates) but fails to specify his or her preference as to the matters described in Sections 5(b), (c), (d),and/or (e), above, then the Vice Chair for Trials shall, as applicable, assign Counsel from the Counsel Pool; select a random jury panel without regard to the undergraduate or graduate status of particular jurors; and/or schedule a trial that is closed to the public.  

VI. New Business

A. Departmental Unity Proposal—Kiefer Pirrung, CLAS

a. Proposal submitted after concerns expressed at the Honor Faculty Luncheon by a faculty member that expressed concerns in cases when departments had differing policies on reporting cases

b. Ryann Burke expressed concerns that certain departments would express support of reporting cases and others would explicitly express their unwillingness to report cases to the System

c. Kiefer Pirrung—proposal would highlight problems

d. Sophie Staples respects the merit of the proposal, but is concerned that the resolution is an ineffective way to address the problem; she would encourage the incoming Committee to make a change that will continue for years instead of supporting a resolution that doesn’t necessarily do anything

e. Vote of support for proposal would have poor repercussions; huge backlash associated with unified hostility to the Honor Committee; 

f. Blaire Hawkins hopes that the incoming Committee champions it as a cause and finds a way to solve the solution through amending some of our governing documents

g. Julie Caruccio feels that this is a political cause, and we would be unable to have the support of the new Deans within the University because it is seems to be more of a mandate than a possible solution; better way to achieve this goal is to go individual department by individual department
h. Kiefer Pirrung feels that we have limited time as a Committee, but thinks that this might be a way to help foster discussion among individual departments

i. Adam Trusner suggests that the next Committee have a few individuals look into the issue

j. Jess Huang---bring to FAC for their opinion
B. Technology Ad-Hoc Update—Thad Darden, SEAS

a. Website to debut this week; comparison of two websites shown by Thaddeus Darden

b. Website includes Honor blog with any articles sent to the Cavalier Daily, information about individual websites, minutes, aesthetically pleasing pictures; major improvement to our older website

c. Jess Huang requests that Thad emails the Committee with the finalized link

d. Tyler Alexander suggests that there be a feedback button that allows for a member of Honor to respond to specific concerns; anonymous feedback function already present

e. Ryann Burke mentions that the Education pool will be publicizing the website through a campaign with pens; website to be used as a key tool for event publicity

f. Honor blog as a forum for the outgoing and incoming Committee

C. FAC Update—Christina Polenta, COMM

a. Semester at Sea discussion: guests attend to speak to life and culture on the ship: Karen Ryan, Laurie Casteen, Sydney Owens, Professor Wilkerson

b. Academic resources were available on the ship; measures have been taken to increase internet access and availability to academic resources; faculty members often curtailed courses to fit the atmosphere of ship

c. Students were often unclear about judicial expectations; there is little student self-governance

d. Institutional memory: non-triviality of cheating in an academic environment, question of students found guilty of an honor offense in the semester after the trial occurs receiving credit for class in which act occurred, semester at sea discussion
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