
a s  ;I prelcxl lo remove parls~r~irlr~~rrl iorrsl.rrl (Fcrguson el al., "Non-l Icart-Rcaling 
Organ Donors"). Rcniarkably, Elizahelll Ward ends l~c r  appeal for prcsumcd- 
consen1 Icgi~l~ilion in a U.K. nation'll newspaper (see ~notc 37 ' ~ h v c )  with the 
following passage: "Sooner or I,itvr we all have lo conle to terms with the losb 
of sonwonc close, hut it is far c.'isic*r wllc~l tvc k~iow 1Ii,1t dc,1111 was incvilablc, 
,111tl tliat all tll,lt coultl he t i o ~ i ~  lo save llis or 1ic.r life Ir'ld hcc.11 do~le." W'lrd's 
ctrtlccrll .lnd ac~~lin~ell ls  d p p d r ~ ~ ~ ~ l l y  apply c ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ i ~ c I y  10 IIIc* n*1.1lik.111.s of orgalis, 
no1 lo l11e ~~n\villing "~1011ors." 

Organ Vendors, Families, 
and the Gift of Life 

Personal Staterncrrt 

The renltn of gifts zoos mysterious to me. I liked receiving tlrem, and was qrrile 
hnppy togioe tlrenr, to bcsure. Brrt somc tltittgs nbolrt gifts zocre prrzzlirrg. What 
is so bnd if yorr forget to nckrtourlcdgc n gift? Ifozc) cnti it be tlrnt sonretitrrcs me 
are obliged to make n gift? Why do / fcel more corrstraincd itt how I trent n gift 
than in nry treatmerrt ofsornethirrg Iobtairrfor rrtyself? Imay never have cleared 
these nrysteries up hnd it ,rot beerr for a bizarre case that irtexorably drau me 
it{. The case irrvolved a stnrr wltosc cells were rrsed by a resenrclter to develop a 
patentnble, arrd poterltially lucrativc, cell lhre. The matt, john Moore, protested 
thnt a wrorrg had beerr dorre artd, ns people do these days, sued. 

The Moore case prompted me to thirrk aborrt the relationship between medical 
researclrcrs artd the people udro donate the tissires that make research possible. 
I conc/rrded tllat the best ulny to rrrtderstarrd tlre relatiottship wns to thitlk of 
it as irrvolvir~g a gift-+ gift of the body. Tlrnt corrclirsiort tiirtred o~rt to be 
the b q i t ~ t t i t r ~ ,  trot the rtrli, of ttry process of t~~t~~icrstnrrdirrg. TO ~llld~rstntld 
/he ctlricnl itrtyli~lrtiotrs of S I I C ? ~  ~ i f l s ,  I ~ J I I I I I X C I ~  irrto tlrc (rclativcly rnenger) 
plrilosc~ldricnl artd tlreologicnl 1iterntrtr~- otr gifts, n t d ,  tnore itnportnrrt, irrto tlrc 
eyr-oper~ing n~rthropologicrrl nrrd sociologicnl litrrattrrc. I fitritd ttrrrclr t!rrrc 
about the rolz ofgifts irr society irl gencrnl, nlorrg witlr com~trlling irrsiglrts into 
UrgRlt nrrd tissrre dot~ntiort-tlrc S ~ I I I P ~ ~ I I I C S  lifC-prcsenrirrg gifts of the btdy. 




























