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Welcome to the University of Virginia (UVa)
This handbook is written for international scholars planning to come to UVa with J-1 immigration status. The handbook is not written for use by international students with J-1 status. Thus, it does not address international student visa and orientation issues. The information contained in this handbook can also be found at the ISO website linked here: http://www.virginia.edu/iso/issp/j1/index.html
J-1 scholar contact:  Linda Callihan, International Scholar Advisor

209 Minor Hall, Telephone 434-982-3015, Fax 434-982-3011
email: lhc4x@virginia.edu
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Information and advice with serious legal implications is marked with an asterix (a “star” or *). Please make sure you fully understand and accept these items. Your ability to enter the U.S. and/or to remain in this country depends on your compliance with these regulations.  If these items raise questions or concerns, please contact ISO for assistance. 
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A Word of Caution
ISO supports your visit to UVa by providing the following information and advice, as well as by responding to your questions or concerns about J-1 status and about coming to UVa and getting settled here. 
As a matter of U.S. law, the responsibility for understanding and complying with the information and advice we provide rests with you, the incoming J-1 scholar, not with UVa or ISO.

The U.S. government currently has a “zero tolerance” attitude and, in many cases, policy toward J-1 regulation violations. Even unintended status violations can result in severe penalties.  

Please take the information and advice below seriously. If you have questions or concerns about any of what follows, please contact ISO well in advance of your departure for the U.S.

Applying for a J-1 Visa

In order to apply for a J-1 visa, you need a Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor (J-1 Status), more commonly known as form DS-2019.  

Applying for a J-1 visa is a multi-part process that is fully described below:

1.
Obtain DS-2019 from UVa as indicated above.  Contact the U.S. embassy for a 

J-1 visa application interview.  Complete instructions from the US Department of State on applying for visas can be found here: http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types_1267.html
2.
Pay the SEVIS fee.  

3.
Apply for your J-1 visa. 
SEVIS

As you begin the J-1 visa application process, you may see references to SEVIS.

SEVIS is the name of U.S. government data base developed and managed by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  SEVIS is a computerized system that maintains and manages data about international students and scholars with F-1, J-1, and M-1 status during their stay in the U.S.  For more than 50 years, U.S. educational institutions have been required to maintain such information about F-1, J-1, and M-1 status visitors present in their facilities. In the past, this was a decentralized, paper-driven, and inefficient system.

SEVIS automates and centralizes this data. SEVIS allows for real-time access to this information and it helps F-1, J-1, and M-1 visitors to comply with the terms of their visas.

SEVIS Fee

DHS requires the collection of a one-time SEVIS fee from all first-time applicants for J-1 visas and for Canadian citizens seeking first-time J-1 status upon their admission to the U.S.

The fee is being charged and collected by the U.S. government in order to defray the cost of developing and operating SEVIS. The fee is not being charged or collected by UVa or by ISO. 
The SEVIS fee is in addition to, and it is charged and collected separately from, consular fees required by the U.S. embassy in order to process your J-1 visa application or processing fees charged by the U.S. government to consider your request to change status, etc., from inside the country after you have paid the SEVIS fee. 
Who, in a J-1 context, must pay the SEVIS fee?

International students and scholars applying for first-time J-1 visas, and Canadian citizens seeking first-time J-1 status upon their admission to the U.S.

Who, in a J-1 context, does not have to pay the SEVIS fee?

International students and scholars currently in J-1 status who apply for a new J-1 visa during the course of their J-1 program, and Canadian citizens seeking re-admission to the U.S. with J-1 status during the course of their existing J-1 programs.

Applicants for first-time J-1 visas whose applications for those visas were initially rejected may re-apply within 12 months of the initial denial notice without incurring another SEVIS fee. 
Dependents of J-1 visitors, i.e., applicants for first-time J-2 visas and status.

How is the SEVIS fee charged and collected?

At least three (3) business days before your J-1 visa application interview, go to www.FMJFee.com and follow the instructions.  You may pay by credit card. 
Be sure to print out the SEVIS fee receipt from the Web site. You will need to present your fee receipt when you attend your J-1 visa application interview.  You cannot pay the SEVIS fee at the U.S. embassy. 
The credit card used to pay the SEVIS fee does not have to be in your name. Someone other than you (a friend, family member, or even your UVa department) can pay the SEVIS fee for you. However, ISO cannot pay the SEVIS fee for you. 
Your DS-2019

Your DS-2019 is a numbered, bar-coded U.S. government certificate that tells the staff at an American embassy or consulate that you are being sponsored for a J-1 visa by UVa. 

To apply for a J-1 visa, you need a valid DS-2019 and a valid passport. The J-1 visa will be placed in your passport by the embassy or consulate staff. It is not possible for you to obtain a J-1 visa without a DS-2019.

In addition, your DS-2019 tells officers of DHS who are responsible for securing America's borders, that you should be admitted to the US with J-1 status. 

To qualify for admission with J-1 status, you must present both a valid J-1 visa in your passport and a valid DS-2019. 

Depending on your circumstance, other forms and documents may be required by the U.S. embassy or consulate, but they are not provided by UVa.  For complete instructions please visit the U.S. Embassy website in your home country.
At the U.S. Embassy

Due to increasing and often unannounced security delays at American missions abroad, you should apply for your J-1 visa as soon as possible after receiving your DS-2019. 
After you receive your DS-2019 from UVa, contact the U.S. embassy where you plan to apply for your J-1 visa. Precise application procedures, including turn-around times, vary by location. In addition, they are subject to change without notice.

This, plus the number of American missions abroad, makes it impossible for ISO to give you additional, worthwhile advice in the matter. 
Please find out for yourself what the procedure is at a given US embassy or consulate at the time you wish to apply for your J-1 visa.

A complete list of American missions is available at the following Web site:

http://usembassy.state.gov/ 
Review your DS-2019 carefully and let ISO know immediately if there is an error in any of the information about you, or if you have questions about the form and how to use it.

If everything is correct, sign your DS-2019 where indicated on the bottom of the front.

Where it asks for “Place,” indicate your location at the time you sign the DS-2019: e.g., if you are in Paris, France, write “Paris, France”. 
Apart from this, do not mark or make any changes to your DS-2019 unless you are specifically instructed to do so by the staff at the U.S. embassy, or by DHS upon your arrival in the U.S.

When traveling to the U.S., do not keep your passport in one place and your DS-2019 in another. The best place for your DS-2019 is folded—not stapled—inside your passport.

You will be asked to show both the J-1 visa in your passport and your DS-2019 upon arrival in the U.S. 

Canadian Citizens
If you are a Canadian citizen, and you are being sponsored for J-1 status, you do not require a J-1 visa in your passport. 
You do, however, require a DS-2019 form and you must present it to a DHS officer before entering the U.S.

We strongly advise you to carry your passport and to present it to DHS along with your DS-2019.

Your DS-2019 and possibly your passport, will be marked by DHS and a form I-94 provided to you, indicating that you have been admitted to the US with J-1 status.

Be sure DHS understands you need J-1 status. Especially if you enter the US via a land border crossing, do not allow DHS to “wave you through” as a Canadian tourist. You may have to insist on this. 
Except for the matter of a J-1 visa in your passport, Canadian citizens are liable for all other J-1 regulations, including payment of the SEVIS fee. Please see above “SEVIS Fee”.  Note that you must show your SEVIS fee receipt, along with your DS-2019 and passport, at the U.S.-Canada border, in order to be granted admission to the U.S. with J-1 status.  

The SEVIS fee cannot be paid at the land border crossing or at the Canadian airport before you leave for the U.S. 
Fulbright Scholars

A special welcome to international scholars whose presence here is made possible by Fulbright funding!

Fulbright scholars at UVa have access to all the services and programs ISO offers to other international scholars here, with the following, important exception. 
Fulbright scholars have J-1 status, but UVa is not their J-1 sponsor. A Fulbright scholar’s J-1 sponsor is either the U.S. Department of State or an international education organization such as Institute for International Education (IIE) or the Council for the International Exchange of Scholars (CIES). 
Because UVa is not a Fulbright scholar’s J-1 sponsor, ISO is able to provide only general responses to their questions about J-1 status. In the end, ISO must ask Fulbright scholars to direct their J-1 status concerns to their J-1 sponsors. 
Fulbright scholars must contact their J-1 sponsors on matters such as:

Lost or damaged DS-2019

Travel signature on DS-2019 in advance of travel outside the U.S.

Applying for a new J-1 visa, if necessary

Extending J-1 status

Transferring J-1 status from the Fulbright sponsor to UVa

When to Enter the U.S. 
You may enter the U.S. with J-1 status ONLY as indicated below.  
You may enter the U.S. with J-1 status no earlier than 30 days before the start date indicated on your DS-2019 (see box #3), as long as you also have a valid J-1 visa in your passport. 
After arrival you must  attend a new J-1 Scholar Orientation (see below) at ISO no later than 30 days after the start date indicated on your DS-2019.

We refer to this as the “30-day window”. The 30 days does not begin counting on the date you enter the U.S. with J-1 status. It begins counting from the start date indicated on your DS-2019 (see box #3).

Failure to meet the 30-day window results in the immediate and automatic cancellation by the U.S. government of your DS-2019. If this occurs, your DS-2019 becomes invalid even if the expiration date in box #3 is in the future.

Both things are possible because your DS-2019 is produced, maintained, and monitored by SEVIS. ISO cannot prevent or delay the invalidation of your DS-2019 at the end of the 30-day window unless you attend a New J-1 Scholar Orientation in a timely manner.

Without a valid DS-2019, you cannot (i) apply for a J-1 visa, (ii) enter the U.S. with J-1 status, even if you have a valid J-1 visa, or (iii) remain in the U.S. with J-1 status. 
A cancelled DS-2019 means the loss of J-1 status which than means you are subject to deportation without appeal.

Loss of J-1 status as a result of a cancelled DS-2019 cannot be “fixed” from inside the U.S. You would have to depart the U.S. immediately, with the possibility of being re-admitted to the country with J-1 status unlikely. 

If you don’t meet the 30-day window, you may lose your chance to come to, or to remain at, UVa at all. 
Please take care to make travel arrangements that accommodate the 30-day window. Indeed, your need to meet the 30-day window—and not issues of personal convenience—must determine your travel plans.

If there is a good chance you will be entering the U.S. and/or arriving at UVa very close to, or after, the close of the 30-day window, contact ISO immediately for advice in the matter.

We may have to prepare and to send to you a new DS-2019, one with a later start date in box #3. However, you must contact us well before the 30-day window closes. Sadly, if you have not met the 30-day window, we cannot “fix” the problem after the window closes.

New J-1 Scholar Orientation

By law, you are required to attend a New J-1 Scholar Orientation no later than 30 days after the start date indicated on your DS-2019 (see box #3). These orientations occur only as follows:

Every Monday or Wednesday at 10 AM in ISO (208 Minor Hall). 
Because these are small group meetings, we start on time (at 10 AM). Please arrive a few minutes early. If you are unable to arrive by 10 AM you will be asked to attend the next available New J-1 Scholar Orientation.

No appointment is necessary. Simply come to a New J-1 Scholar Orientation that is convenient for you, but just to one as they are both the same.

New J-1 Scholar Orientation lasts 30-40 minutes. Please plan to stay for the whole meeting. No other times or days are available for this important activity.

What to bring—Your passport; form I-94 (small, white card you will receive upon admission to the U.S.), DS-2019, and proof of health insurance if available at the time.

Your spouse and/or minor children with J-2 status are not required to attend, but you must bring their documents with you to the orientation. Indeed, out of consideration for the lack of space at ISO, we request that you not bring your J-2 dependents with you to the New J-1 Scholar Orientation. Simply bring their travel documents with you as indicated above.
Important Address—In the event that you need to contact the Exchange Visitor Program Services, the address is:

Office of Exchange Coordination and Designation

US Department of State

301 4th Street, SW, Room 732

Washington, D.C. 20547-0001

Tel: 202-203-5029

email: jvisas@state.gov
Some Important J-1 Regulations
Attend a New J-1 Scholar Orientation no later than 30 days after the start date indicated on your DS-2019 (see box #3). No J-1 visitor is exempt from this! For more information about New J-1 Scholar Orientation, please see above. 
Current U.S. address. After you attend a New J-1 Scholar Orientation, inform ISO of any change in your U.S. address within 10 days of the change. Just send email to maxwell@virginia.edu
Maintain J-1 status medical insurance. As a matter of U.S. law, J-1 scholars and students and their dependents with J-2 status must be covered by medical insurance.  Failure to obtain/maintain medical insurance results in the immediate loss of J-1 status. If you have not yet obtained medical insurance as described, you must do so within 7 days of your arrival at UVa. For more information about this requirement, see below “Health Insurance”.  

J-1 Status Transfer. If you intend to move from UVa permanently to another U.S. institution, and you will be on J-1 status at the other institution, please contact ISO well in advance to discuss transferring your J-1 status.  

J-1 Students—Maintain full-time course registration. 12 credits/semester for undergraduates, 9 credits/semester for graduates/professionals. 
J-1 Students—Observe J-1 Student Work Rules. Work on UVa campus only, paid by UVa or Aramark (dining services company) only. Up to 20 hours/week, 40 hours/week during breaks Must have SSN before you can be hired/paid. No ISO permission required for this.  Work off-campus is possible during summer break only.  Many restrictions apply and you must have ISO’s written permission well in advance of finalizing plans for off-campus employment during the summer. Ask ISO before considering any non-UVa employment.  
J-1 Scholars—Observe J-1 Scholar Work Rules. Any/all employment in U.S. is limited to the professional field/discipline indicated on your DS-2019 (see box #4) and to cognate fields and disciplines.  For example, a J-1 scholar whose field is microbiology may, with ISO’s permission in advance, move from the Department of Microbiology to another department in the biomedical field. No employment or payment from a U.S. source outside UVa without prior discussion and written permission from ISO. 
Travel to Charlottesville

By air to Charlottesville…
If you are coming to the US by air, try to book a flight directly to Charlottesville-Albemarle Airport (CHO). http://www.gocho.com While there are no direct international flights into CHO, you should be able to get a connecting flight here from most American airports.

Airlines serving CHO include: United Express (www.atlanticcoast.com ), and US Airways ( www.usairways.com ) and Delta (www.delta.com), and Northwest Airlines (www.nwa.com).

From CHO, you can get a taxi to wherever you are going in Charlottesville.

Taxis— You can find taxis at CHO waiting to meet nearly every incoming flight. However, you may also arrange a taxi, as well. Van-on-the-Go (434-975-8267, toll free 877-973-7667, vanonthego@cstone.net ), AAA Cab Company (434-975-5555, 434-981-5555), A-C Airport Cab (434-981-0585). 

Taxis in Charlottesville are expensive by American standards. The average taxi fare between CHO and UVa, a distance of about 8 miles, is $15-20 plus tip (10-15%).

Rental car —For information about renting a car, please see below. 

Bus —There is no city or UVa bus to and from CHO. 

By air to Washington, D.C…
The nearest major international airport to UVa is Dulles International Airport (IAD), outside of Washington, DC http://www.metwashairports.com/Dulles/  IAD is about 120 miles (2 ½ hours) by car from Charlottesville.
While Dulles is the nearest major international airport to Charlottesville, Charlottesville is not “near” Dulles airport or Washington, DC! IAD itself is 40 miles west of Washington, DC. 
Options for travel between IAD and Charlottesville include:
Train—Amtrak http://www.amtrak.com/ Amtrak does not service IAD. You have to go from IAD to Union Station in Washington, DC in order to take Amtrak to Charlottesville One-way fare is $20-25, but service is very limited and reservations are either required or strongly suggested. For information about transportation between IAD and Washington, DC, please contact Amtrak or ask at IAD.

Rental car —For information about renting a car, please see below. 

Bus—Greyhound http://www.greyhound.com/ (For departure city, indicate Dulles, VA rather than Washington, DC.) One-way fare is about $18-20. Many international visitors tell us that Greyhound service is both unreliable and inconvenient. If you choose to travel from IAD by Greyhound, be prepared for delays, and possible to change your plans at the last minute.
Taxi—Van-on-the-Go (434-975-8267, toll free 877-973-7667, vanonthego@cstone.net ). You must arrange this in advance. One-way fare $138-150. Other private taxis at IAD may be willing to drive you to Charlottesville. You will have to ask at IAD about this. One-way fare $150-200 plus tip. 
By air to Richmond, Virginia…
Richmond International Airport (RIC), just outside the Virginia state capital, handles some foreign air traffic, but it is not a significant port-of-entry to the US. http://www.flyrichmond.com/Index_Flash.html
Richmond, the state capital, is 70 miles east of Charlottesville. There is no train service between Richmond and Charlottesville, and no bus service between RIC and Charlottesville. RIC itself is 20 miles east of Richmond, VA.

Taxi—Van-on-the-Go (434-975-8267, toll free 877-973-7667, vanonthego@cstone.net ). You must arrange for this in advance. One-way fare $108-150. Other private taxis at RIC may be willing to drive you to Charlottesville. You will have to ask at RIC about this. One-way fare $100-150 plus tip. 

Renting a car…
Rules about such things as minimum age, insurance, etc., vary by firm. If you plan to rent a car in the US, please ask about these matters in advance. The major car rental companies in the Charlottesville area include:

Avis www.avis.com , national toll-free 1-800-331-1212, Charlottesville airport office 434-973-6000 National www.nationalcar.com , national toll-free 1-800-227-7368, Charlottesville airport office 434-074-4664 (another office is located at Route 29 and Greenbrier Drive 434-973-2948) Hertz www.hertz.com , national toll-free 1-800-654-3131, Charlottesville airport office 434-297-4288 Enterprise www.enterprise.com , national toll-free 1-800-325-8007, Seminole Square Shopping Center 434-974-7488, Pantops Shopping Center 434-979-5566 
Driving directions to Charlottesville…
It is possible to drive to UVa from various points in the US. Directions to Charlottesville from the Washington, DC area:

From the north, take I-95 south to Washington, DC. Take I-66 west toward Manassas. (If driving from IAD, simply take I-66 west toward Manassas and follow these directions.) Take the exit marked “Route 29/Gainesville”. Proceed to Charlottesville, where Route 29 becomes Emmet Street. Continue on Emmet Street through through the traffic light at the intersection of Route 250 Business ( University Avenue/Ivy Road ). Continue ½ block just past the blinking light. Turn left into the UVa parking garage (hourly fees), which is directly in front of Newcomb Hall.

From the eastern part of Virginia, e.g., Richmond. Take I-64 west toward Charlottesville, following signs to the UVa Information Center. Get off at exit 118-B for the Route 29/250 Bypass. Go approximately 2 miles and take the off ramp for Route 250 East Business ( Ivy Road). Turn right off the exit ramp and follow Ivy Road. At the fourth traffic light, turn right on Route 29 Business/Emmet Street. Continue 1/2 block just past the blinking light. Turn left into the UVa parking garage (hourly fees), which is directly in front of Newcomb Hall.

You may also find driving directions to Charlottesville at www.mapquest.com  or www.googlemaps.com. 

30-Day Grace Period at the End of Your J-1 Status

At the end of every J-1 status that is not being extended, there is a 30-day period during which you may remain in the U.S. as a tourist. This 30 days does not appear on your DS-2019. It is just “there”.

For example, if your DS-2019 expires on 05/31/2010, and your J-1 status is not being extended, you may remain in the U.S. as a tourist for 30 days, or until 06/30/2010.

You may not work or engage in any professional activity during this 30-day period. 
You must depart the U.S. by the end of the 30 days, or have arranged to move to another status before then. The U.S. has no “default” status. Thus, on the 31st day, you would be in the U.S. illegally.

Health Insurance

As a matter of U.S. law, J-1 visitors are required to secure health insurance as follows for the duration of their J-1 status:

At least $50,000 per accident or illness, with deductible of not more than $500; repatriation of remains, in the event of death, in the amount of $7,500; and expenses associated with medical evacuation to your home country or to your country of permanent residence in the amount of $10,000.
Having health insurance is not optional. It is required by law. Failure to secure health insurance is a violation of J-1 status resulting in the immediate loss of J-1 status.

You do not need health insurance in order to apply for a J-1 visa or to receive J-1 status upon admission to the U.S. You need health insurance in order to keep the J-1 status conferred upon your admission to the U.S.

The J-1 status health insurance requirement includes every J-2 dependent with you in the U.S. Both you (the J-1 visitor) and each of your J-2 dependents must be covered by health insurance as described.

If health insurance will be provided to you by UVa as part of a comprehensive salary and benefits package, the UVa coverage meets and exceeds the requirements above.

However, you must speak with your UVa department’s administrator immediately upon arriving at UVa in order to enroll in the plan. In addition, if you have J-2 dependents with you, be sure they are included in your UVa health insurance plan when you enroll in it.

Information about health insurance provided by UVa is available at the following Web sites:

UVa Plan (called Health South). For faculty and research scholars with faculty appointments, e.g., Research Associates, of 6+ months, and their dependents, only. Not available to students, post-doctoral fellows, or non-salaried appointments.

Enrollment is through University Human Resources (HR). Your UVa department must make an appointment for you at the Benefits Office (part of HR) in order for you to enroll in the plan. For more information about this plan, please visit the following Web site: http://hrs.virginia.edu/facben.html
Post-Doctoral Fellows funded by UVa—Please contact the Office of the Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies’ Web site on the matter: http://virginia.edu/vprgs/postdocinsurance.html
If health insurance will not be provided to you by UVa as part of a comprehensive salary and benefits package, please secure it before departing for the U.S.  If you are required to purchase your own health insurance in order to satisfy the J-1 regulations, you will be asked to provide evidence that you have done this when you attend a New J-1 Scholar Orientation.  

In your case, UVa does not endorse a particular health insurance plan. You are free to choose your own health insurance plan. The health insurance plan does not have to be provided by a U.S. firm. It may be a company in your home country if the plan provides coverage as required in the U.S.

For your convenience, a partial list of the U.S. firms that sell the insurance you need follows: International Student Organization (also has scholar insurance) www.isoa.org  The Harbour Group www.hginsurance.com T.W. Lord Associates www.twlord.com Gateway Plans www.gatewayplans.com
Alternatively, you may contact a local insurance agent in Charlottesville to inquire about other plans. For your convenience, the names and contact information of two such agencies follows: Cabell Insurance http://www.cabellinsurance.com/  Daggett Insurance http://www.daggettins.com/ 
J-2 Status Dependency
If UVa is sponsoring your dependents for J-2 visas and their DS-2019s are enclosed with yours, they may apply for J-2 visas at the same time you do, or some time later, until about 30 days before the end date indicated in box #3 of your DS-2019. 
In addition, your dependents may enter the U.S. with a J-2 visa either at the same time you do, or some time later, until either their J-2 visas expire or about 30 days before the end date indicated in box #3 of your DS-2019.

PLEASE NOTE! As dependents, J-2 visitors have no status of their own!
Your J-2 dependent’s status is utterly dependent on the validity of your J-1 status. This means your J-2 dependents may not enter the U.S. before you do, or before you check in with ISO.  

Further, your J-2 dependent’s status ends when your status ends. Your J-2 dependents may not remain in the U.S. when your J-1 status expires and you have returned to your home country.

Each time you travel abroad during the course of your J-1 visit, your J-1 status is suspended (put on hold). While outside the U.S., you have no J-1 status. 
Thus, if your J-2 dependents remain in the U.S. without you, they have no status, and this places them at risk in legal terms.

In practice, it should not be a problem for your dependents if you go abroad alone for a brief (1-14 day) trip, leaving them behind in the U.S. However, your dependent remains at risk until you return to the U.S. and resume your J-1 status.  

Do not depart the U.S. for a significant period (14+ days) and leave your dependents in the U.S.  Doing this could result in the termination of your J-1 status and require your dependents to leave the U.S. immediately.  

If you go abroad for longer than 14 days, your dependents should leave the U.S., too.

J-2 Work Permission

Dependents with J-2 status require an Employment Authorization Document (EAD), or a “work card”, from the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) before they can work legally in the US. Until they receive a work card J-2 visitors may not work even for free outside a context that clearly depends on volunteers. 
Working at UVa always requires a work card because the University does not depend on volunteers. A dependent with J-2 status may not work for “free” in a UVa department office or laboratory, library, etc., not even for a few hours. 
J-2 visitors apply for work cards directly to USCIS after they arrive at UVa. 
ISO can help with this by providing the work card application and instructions for completing it.  Be aware that it can take USCIS 2-3 months to provide the work card once the application has been received.

For a J-2 work card application and instructions, please go to http://www.virginia.edu/iso/issp/scholar/main.htm and click the link called “J-2 Work Permission”.
After you have completed the work card application, if you would like ISO to review it before you send it to USCIS, please contact ISO for an appointment.  We are happy to help you!
About Charlottesville

Charlottesville is an historic, attractive, prosperous, and sophisticated small city located 2 ½ hours southwest of Washington, DC in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains at the edge of the Shenandoah National Park, in a region called Piedmont Virginia.

The City of Charlottesville is in the County of Albemarle, a jurisdiction within the Commonwealth (or state) of Virginia. 

Information about Charlottesville and the surrounding area is available at the following Web sites: City of Charlottesville (Official site) http://www.charlottesville.org 
Albemarle County (Official site) http://www.albemarle.org Charlottesville Community Organizations http://www.avenue.org Charlottesville City Guide http://www.charlottesvilleguide.com  

Local Public Schools

In the US, public elementary, middle, and high schools are operated by state and local governments, which are funded by local tax payers. They are “free” in the sense that tuition is usually not charged for attendance by the children of local area residents. 
School-age children with J-2 status are welcome to attend local public schools for free—although restrictions may apply. In some, relatively rare cases, tuition may be charged.

If you will be accompanied to UVa by school-age children with J-2 status, please contact one of the local public school systems before you depart for the US. You should inquire about admission requirements, enrollment procedures, and whether you will be liable for tuition charge. 
There are two school districts in the UVa area: City of Charlottesville, which is small, and Albemarle County. Which school district your children would attend depends entirely on your local street address. 
We encourage you to contact the local public school districts for further information and assistance.

City of Charlottesville Schools Administration, telephone 434-245-2400, www.charlottesville.org
Albemarle County School District, International & ESOL Office, 907 Henry Avenue, Charlottesville, VA 22903, tel 434-296-6517, Dr. Loreli Damron (ldamron@albemarle.org), www.albemarle.org
Lodging & Housing

You should make all temporary lodging and, if possible, long-term housing arrangements before you arrive in Charlottesville.

It can often be very difficult—even impossible—to secure a hotel or motel room “on the spot” especially during the academic year (roughly August-May).

Please—do not arrive at UVa expecting to find a place to stay for the night unless you have made plans for this in advance!

Lorna Sundberg International Center (Or, simply, “The IC”) 
Short-term lodging may be available at the Lorna Sundberg International Center (IC). Please note, The IC is part of ISO, but our locations are different. For information about rooms at IC, visit the following Web site: http://www.virginia.edu/iso/ic/index.html 

Hotels and motels in Charlottesville 


For a list of hotels and motels near UVa, please visit the following Web site: http://www.virginia.edu/placestostay.html
Hotels and motels within walking distance to UVa—Red Roof Inn; Best Western Cavalier Inn; Budget Inn; Econo-Lodge South, English Inn, Courtyard by Marriot, West Main Street; Hampton Inn, West Main Street; and Marriot Residence Inn.

Long-term housing on campus http://www.virginia.edu/housing/ 

Long-term housing off campus http://www.brac.com
In addition, you may find it helpful to consult the classified advertising for long-term housing in the following local newspapers:

Charlottesville Daily Progress http://www.dailyprogress.com 
C-Ville Weekly http://www.c-ville.com 

The Hook http://www.readthehook.com 
Social Security Number

Required by U.S. law for employment and/or other kinds of employment-related payments from a U.S. source. The government considers other reasons for a SSN to be matters of convenience, which it is not inclined to accommodate.

Virginia Driver’s License
If you have a valid home country driver’s license or an international driver’s license, you may drive on them in Virginia for 6 months after your arrival. Beyond that, Virginia wants you to have a Virginia driver’s license.

Maps

Of UVa: http://www.virginia.edu/Map/
Of Charlottesville: http://www.charlottesvilleguide.com/maps 
Links 

The following Web sites were developed for specific, not necessarily international communities at UVa. However, much of the information and advice they contain would be helpful to any newcomer—American or international—to UVa and Charlottesville. We encourage you to visit them! 
http://www.virginia.edu/virginia/gradguide/index.html 
http://www.law.virginia.edu/home2002/html/insider/oriented.htm 
http://www.hrs.virginia.edu/cville.html 
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