
We now know what UVA does for encores...ABC/ESPN didn't pay much attention to the CMB 
until 4th quarter and "Rocky" was played, a nice full section shot with sound. But that was 
followed by several more good looks of CMB crowned by the last regular time rendering of The 
Good Old Song, showing the crowd swaying, and then the band finishing, featuring Coach Pease 
with his arm in the air and a great big smile! To top that off, the Overtime victory and throngs of 
fans streaming on to the field to congratulate the team. The band was prominent in the stands 
showing unity, though the network left quickly for the next game. Last week they did have a shot 
of the after-game "serenade" on the field. Its' pretty obvious CMB is a big part of Hooville.  
-Bob Deal 
10/19/2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
         
Pardon the break from admission talk, but I just spent more than a few minutes watching videos 
of the Cavalier Marching Band and thought I'd share them. 
 
Whenever I run errands during the summer, I hope I get stuck at the intersection of Emmet and 
Ivy so I can roll down the window and listen to the band practicing on the intramural field 
nearby. At football game halftime, I don't leave my seat so I can watch the marching band (there 
are plenty others who feel the same way). And while others are streaming out of the stadium 
after the game, many stick around to see the post-game performance, which is usually very 
impressive (if you have a Facebook account, check out this post-game video from a recent 
game...it's fantastic!). 
 
We've had a band in some form for many years, but the marching band in its current form was 
founded in 2004. You would never know that the program is relatively young from the 
performances. This band is awesome. 
10/17/2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi Bill, 
  
Great show last night and super game.  I think your selection of "Don't Stop Believing" was 
prophetic.  Way to go.  And I was proud of John.  The trumpets sounded fantastic.  Thanks for 
everything. 
  
We tailgated with the Farleys.  Kelly seems to be enjoying the band.  I knew she'd be a good fit. 
  
Dave Jacobson 
10-16-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Maybe it was the selected music, but this was one of the best shows yet. My only complaint is 
that they do not allow you more time. I think the fans really enjoyed it. 
Alan Roberts 
10-16-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mr. Pease, 
 
That was one of the most gratifying interviews I have ever conducted, and I think it will remain 
so, no matter how long I write for the CD. I'm not allowed to put my own opinions in the article, 
so I will put them in this email instead: I am so impressed by your passion for and commitment 
not just to the bands and the classes you lead, but to the community of students and teachers at 
UVa. Thank you for enriching this community! I myself am in love with UVa, and one of my 
favorite things about it is hearing other people express that same (or very similar) feeling. 
 
You gave me a lot of great information to work with. Thanks for taking the time to do so, and we 
at the CD look forward to the next performance, 
Sarah :) 
10-16-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Pease and Mr. Koch, 
  
I just wanted to tell you what a positive reception I have received from alumni and guests of the 
Jefferson Society about the band. Whenever I mention my association, people light up and are 
incredibly interested to ask questions. I have heard so many compliments from so many people; 
and considering the relatively traditional nature of our group it is really impressive. I've been on 
dinners where the topic of conversation will completely stop so people can ask about the CMB 
and figure out how we've gotten so good so fast.  
  
Hopefully this brightens an otherwise rainy day. Hope all is well with both of you all and once 
the chaos that is October is over, perhaps we can plan a section lunch. Take care! 
  
Best, 
Bailee 
10-16-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Pease and Mr. Koch, 
 
I wanted to thank you for another great Band Day event. It has made an outstanding impression 
on my kids. They love it each year and it energizes them so much. I can't tell you how 
appreciative I am for your hard work with this event. It has made a noticeable difference in our 
own band with leadership and musicianship. The CMB is a great group and makes us band 
directors across the Commonwealth proud to see what you do for UVA and our state. 
 
We are looking at getting some small pep tunes "shorts" for our stands, and I wanted to see if it 
is alright to use one of your stands shorts in our stands "book". The 'Let's Go Hoos' tune was a hit 
and I wanted to see if it is alright with you to play that tune at our own book. The kids absolutely 
loved it. Let me know if that is acceptable with you.  
 
Again, thanks for all that you do and best of luck for the rest of your season. Please let me know 
if there is anything I can do to help in the future, and I hope to be to send some players your way 
in the coming years. 
 
All my best, 
 
Frank 
 
Frank Sampson  
Director of Bands 
Rockbridge County High School 
10-16-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Your band was certainly the shining stars at the football game last Saturday.  Your music 
selections were awesome!  Who was your guitar player?  His name may have been announced 
but the intercom was not working well.  I felt that your performance last Saturday was your best 
ever.  Keep up the good work and good luck at the game today.  Hopefully it will dry off in time 
for your half time performance. 
  
Sharon Boyer 
Assistant Director of Pharmacy 
10-16-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hey Mr. Pease, 
 
 I checked out the link you sent to the Cav Daily article and it filled me with nostalgia for the 
tunnels, loading the truck with Glenn, and biking down Emmet street passing all the cars backed 
up in traffic on my way to practice.  My life here is worlds apart from the one my 4 amazing 
years at the beautiful UVA but I've always subscribed to the theory of life that says "live in the 
moment and do everything you can with 110%".   
 

In just three short months here feel like I've changed as much as I did in all four years at UVA. I 
may not be designing computer processors or writing lots complected code for engineering 
projects, however teaching 40 year old teachers that grew up under Apartheid how to use a 
computer mouse and click on the start menue, or playing bare foot soccer in the street with kids 
for an hour after work can offer just as much joy and challenge.    
     

UVA is such a special place and even though while there you might know that in the back of 
your head, there's nothing like leaving it and everything it means to you behind for a completely 
different world to make you realize just how amazing UVA really is. At the end of 2 months of 
training with the 44 other volunteers lots of them were saying how close everyone had become 
and that we were such a tight group, and all I could think is none of them have been in a college 
marching band and gone to band camp for a week.  After that you have 230 of some of the best 
friends you'll ever make. 
 

Part of me wishes I could still be there, especially when I see pictures from a football game or 
band camp or receive a KKY email about ritual.  Every Saturday when there's a football game I 
wear my Orange CMB shirt form 2004 thats old and faded and has holes in it just so I can be 
there in spirit hauling large amps out of Scott Stadium.  But at the same time I know I need to 
move on and right now where I am is the best possible place for me.  There are things that sitting 
in a class room can never teach you about life, but living in a rural South African village teach 
you in under a week.  The only way to truly enjoy life is to grab it by the horns and hang on for 
the bumpy ride, life's a blast if only you can take the time to enjoy it!  
 
Peace, 
 
-- Trevor (waterboy) Perrier 
10-9-2008 

 

 

 

 



Hi Bill –  

Just wanted to say a quick thank you for making me feel so welcome on Saturday, it was great to 
see everyone again!  A little bitter-sweet, obviously I knew the band would run just fine without 
me being involved, but I just had no idea how great they had become – although I’m biased and I 
think they’ve always been great! 

You should be really proud of yourself and what you’ve been able to accomplish in such a short 
time there – Saturday’s show was one of the best, if not the best I’ve ever seen the band look – it 
was AMAZING! 

Give my hello to everyone again – please let them know how great it was to see them and as a 
gentle reminder, whenever you want to experience a real horse race or bet on something that 
doesn’t involve Koch’s bathroom habits (I still so vividly remember the day he crapped himself), 
please know that you’re always welcome in Lexington!! 

 Hope to see you again soon! 

Tiff 
Tiffany Hornberger 
Financial Aid Assistant 
Transylvania University 
300 North Broadway 
Lexington, KY  40508 
10-8-2008 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pease, 
 
Just wanted to congratulate you guys again on a fantastic performance. I'm really looking 
forward to coming back for Homecoming. Please let me know if there's anything I can do to help 
you and Lauren. 
-- Woody Wingfield 
College Recruiting Assistant 
The Baseball Factory 
9176 Red Branch Road, Ste. M 
Columbia, MD 21045 
woody@baseballfactory.com 
800-641-4487 ext. 140 
10-6-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Mr. Pease: 
 
Drew and his team were fantastic. 
 
Several members of the BOV thought that the musicians were professionals 
who had been hired. 
 
They were delighted to hear that they were from our own marching band. 
 
Please send me the name the musicians so that I can send a personal 
thank you. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Glynn Key 
10-4-2008 

 

Bill, 
I listened to the game on radio only.  The band sounded great all the way.  Good job! 
Alan Rob 
9-27-2008 
 
 
 
Your band was certainly the shining stars at the football game last Saturday.  Your music 
selections were awesome!  Who was your guitar player?  His name may have been announced 
but the intercom was not working well.  I felt that your performance last Saturday was your best 
ever.  Keep up the good work and good luck at the game today.  Hopefully it will dry off in time 
for your half time performance. 
  
Assistant Director of Pharmacy 
Sharon Boyer 
9-6-2008 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hey Bill (and staff too) 
  
I really enjoyed my day with the CMB this weekend. I really appreciate the hospitality you all 
have shown me over the years, and this weekend was no exception. I enjoyed getting to visit 
with you, Drew, and Patrick and Lauren. I hope to make acquaintances with the rest of your great 
staff and other visits. 
  
I was very proud of my Cosby alums Audrey Johnston and Nate Falk as they made their college 
debuts. I am equally proud of my LCB alums Amanda Seymour and Kevin Lias as they continue 
their careers in this great band.  
  
I am continually impressed with the entire CMB program. The rehearsal technique of the band is 
just plain amazing. More band directors need to watch this process so as to make their own bands 
better. It is remarkable to watch and listen to this band and realize that there is not a single music 
major in it. I learn something that makes me a better teacher every time I come up. Unreal!! 
  
Again, it was my pleasure to me there with you on another game day.  
  
Looking forward to being a part of another game day in the near future. 
  
Best,  
  
ES 
9-1-2008 
 
 
 
Mr Koch and Mr Pease, 
 
My name is Zach Rowen and I have been in flags of the acc for the past 
couple of years. I just wanted to pass along an extremely high compliment from a couple of USC 
fans. I was talking to them yesterday when they told me that the thing that really stuck with them 
from their experience from the game was how well our band played. They have traveled to just 
about all of the USC away games for the past few years and said that among all the schools they 
saw, UVa was probably among the best, 
if not the best performing band. 
 
In any event, I just wanted to pass along that extremely high (and completely unprompted) 
praise. I know how hard everyone in the band works and I thought it was worth letting you 
know. 
 
Sincerely, 
Zach Rowen 
8-31-2008 
 
 



Bill, 
  
I just got done reading the terrific article in the Alumni Association newsletter about you and the 
Marching Band and wanted to follow up with a quick note.  I never got to connect with you at 
graduation when we were last in town. 
  
I remember clearly dropping Whitney off in C'ville for the first band camp and wondering if you 
guys were going to be able to pull this off.  After all, when I was at Darden in the mid-80's, it 
was all about the Pep Band and how cool they were to always push the boundaries.  Watching 
the rehearsal at the end of that week when we moved Whitney into the dorms was jaw-
dropping...that much sound--and music all memorized--was amazing! 
  
Coming back to UVa for ball games and following the pre-game mini-bands around the parking 
lot made for some wonderful memories for Nancy and me during Whitney's four years at Mr. 
Jefferson's University, and I always appreciated the fact that you recognized us when we were 
there, and time permitting, always had wonderful things to say about Whitney (every parent likes 
to hear those things).  I know the association with the Band was a major part of Whitney's 
college life, one that she'll remember forever.  Thanks for being part of that. 
  
You've done a terrific job with the band, and evern though we're staying in Texas (I'm now a 
professor at UT-Austin), I'll be looking for you when ESPN decides to televise a UVa game.  
Good luck! 
  
Wahoowa! 
  
Mike Hasler 
mhasler@austin.rr.com 
512-587-1422 (cell) 
7-16-2008 
 
 
Bill, 
Thank you for bringing the band to the Couric Cancer Center Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Saturday.  I wish you could have heard the inside crowd’s enthusiasm when your group played.  
Everyone stood up and applauded.  It added an element of exciting to the buildings being 
crushed.  Thank you so much for helping make this an exciting event. 
On behalf of everyone in the Health System Development Office please accept our sincere 
appreciation. 
Martha M. Bethel  
Sr. Special Events Coordinator  
UVa Health System Development  
P.O. Box 800773  
Charlottesville, VA 22908  
mbethel@virginia.edu 
4-15-2008 
 



Bill, 
Just want to send a note to say thanks to you and the band members who came out to Klockner 
today to assist in our efforts against Johns Hopkins. Your organization was a major contributor to 
the best game atmosphere I have seen at Klockner. I hope that you can continue to have such a 
solid corps of band members at our future home dates. Again, thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Marc Van Arsdale 
Associate Head Lacrosse Coach 
3-25-08 

 

Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
I am a senior at W.T.Woodson, as you may remember I met with you last fall at the practice 
before the Georgia Tech game. I very much enjoyed watching the practice Friday night and the 
performance at the game. Thanks again for introducing me to Ilon Weeldreyer, I had a great time 
talking with him and look forward to being a part of his drumline next fall. Later on last fall, I 
came down to the UVA Band Day. It was a great experience; I sat right up front, in the row 
closest to the band, and really got to know the cheers. I only wish that the high school students 
had more opportunities to talk with the members of the Cavalier Marching Band, although I 
realize it was a very busy day. I also enjoyed the UVA band DVD; I can see that the students 
really love being a part of the band. 
 

Although marching has ended for the year, I am still very busy in regards to music, and I just 
wanted to give you an update. As you know, I was band president and drumline section leader 
this past fall. I was selected as a percussionist to be a part of the District 11 Symphonic Band, the 
top band, in early January. That event took place the last weekend of January and of the 
percussionists I qualified to audition for all-state band. My audition was successful and I will 
take part in that event this coming April 5th in Harrisonburg. I play vibraphone in my school jazz 
band. I am also preparing for the district Solo and Ensemble, where I will play "Tambourin 
Chinois" by Charles Foley (xylophone), "2040's Sortie" by Alan Abel (snare), and "Triptych 
Motif" by John Beck (tympani). 
  

As you offered last fall, I would greatly appreciate anything you could do to increase my chances 
of getting into UVA. I really look forward to participating in the band next year. You have a 
wonderful program that I would love to contribute to. 
 
Thank you, 
Michaela Kelsey McManus 
3-7-2008 

 



Bill 

I can’t believe I haven’t sent the email sooner and I am so sorry for the delay. I wanted to thank 
you for bring the band to the January 10th NCOUR dinner at U-hall before the Boston College 
game. The last minute request you filled made a huge impact on the evening and some of our 
donors are still talking about the performance. It was unexpected and very exciting for everyone 
involved. Thank you so much and please forgive me for not thanking you and your students 
sooner. Please take care and don’t hesitate to call if you need anything from me. Thanks!  

Kenna Boyd 
University of Virginia 
Assistant Director of Donor Relations 
400 Ray C. Hunt Drive 
POB 400807 
Charlottesville, VA 22904-4807 
2-29-2008 

 

Bill, 
 
Lorrie and I want to extend our sincere thanks to you and Linda for having us as your guests at 
the Banquet. We had no idea that we would be announced as special guests so it was a pleasant 
surprise. The coordination of the awards, slideshow, recognition, and your obvious focus on 
elevating the stature of the band and its participants is nothing short of amazing. You are taking 
care of the little things that make it special for the members in a way that Hopkins never 
understood when we marched. We spent the 60 mile ride back to Richmond talking about how 
amazing your program is and it is hard to believe that you have built this from nothing in just 4 
years. What a great support team you have working with you and your student leadership 
is strong. I am honored to be working with you and Ilon to build on the success of the 07 band 
and bring a quality percussion to the field in 08. I have spoken to Ilon and am committed to help 
in any way he deems appropriate. 
 
Please let me know when you would like to get together over the next couple of weeks. Maybe 
Thursday night Feb 7th at the Clemson vs. UVA basketball game or any time that is convenient 
for you. 
 

Thanks for your consideration and hospitality, we are so glad that our daughter Catherine is part 
of your Band. Keep up the GREAT work. 
 
Patrick Zampetti, AIA, NCARB 
Principal 

1-27-2008 



 
Drew and Bill:  

I seem to catch the pep band from time to time on TV, and sometimes the director tosses more 
coverage your way. 
 
That seemed to be case last week with the BC game. 
 
The band sounded great, and the new shirts look great. 
 
David Hudson 

1-23-2008 

 

We did and your band was - IS - awesome! Man, many thanks for all you've done to make the 
atmostphere at UVa so electirc. We love the band, and sincerely appreciate all the hard work 
everyone - staff and students - put in to make it the best college band in America. 

James Ackley 

1-16-2008 

 

Pease, 
 
Thanks for the email!  I appreciate you saying that! And yes, I guess the job has in fact made me 
lower my voice....hahaha!  I am having a blast out here in Colorado doing what I do.  It should 
be me thanking you for the impact you and the band left on me!  It definitely helped build me 
into the strong, confident person that I need to be in order to do my job well.  I really missed you 
guys this year, and while I was pretty bummed about not getting to come back and watch you in 
person, I continue to be amazed at how much you guys have grown and gotten better.  I am and 
will always be proud to say that I was a part of the band.  Thanks for the email, and it was great 
hearing from you!  
  
Cisco Kid  
1-14-2008 
 
 
 

 

 



Bill: 

Thank you for the fleece jacket.  I really do appreciate it and will wear it proudly.  I would also 
like to express the pride that I felt in Jacksonville when I saw the band marching in the parade on 
New Year’s Eve and during the Gator Bowl.  Although I might be slightly prejudiced, I felt that 
our band out performed Texas Tech’s band both during the parade and the bowl game.  The great 
accomplishments made by the band during its short existence are a tremendous source of pride to 
both the University and its alumni.  It is yet another reason why the University enjoys the 
outstanding reputation that it does among its peers. 

Please extend my appreciation to both the members of the band and your staff for the quality job 
that they do.  Best wishes to you and everyone else associated with the UVA Marching Band in 
2008.  I look forward to enjoying continued quality performances in the future. 

-Scott 

Scott A. Sandridge 

Department of Planning and Budget / Higher Education Division 

1111 East Broad Street, Room 5108 

Richmond, Virginia  23219-1922 

1-10-2008 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed the show at the Gator Bowl. I took some pictures that I thought you all 
may want. Just copy the Picasa link below to view them (they can be downloaded if you want 
any of them). We are really proud of the UVA Marching Band! 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/elliottjlb/GatorBowl?authkey=ZbmwfTZSZek 

Jennifer Elliot 

1-7-2008 

 

 

 

 



Hey guys, 
 
Attached to this is an email and letter I received yesterday I thought you'd all like to see. Each 
and every one of you deserves kudos for your hard work and dedication to both the fraternity and 
the band program this semester, and I am incredibly proud of all of you. I know next semester 
will be even better for us, and that we'll continue to strive for the highest. 
 
AEA, 
Lauren 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Schmidt and the Brothers of Kappa Kappa Psi, 
The members of the VvV Society would like to thank you for your continued support of the 
Cavalier Marching Band and Cavalier Football. The VvV Society aims to recognize members of 
the University community who uphold any or all of its three guiding principles: virtue, veracity, 
and valor. You have all shown tremendous virtue in your selfless service towards the band 
program. This past week in Jacksonville, the Cavalier Marching Band demonstrated its valor in 
holding its own against a larger, more established band program. In just four short years, this 
group has instilled a tradition of greatness that will impact the University for generations to 
come. Your incredible work ethic is truly something to be admired. Thank you for your endless 
dedication towards this band program and please know that your contributions to this University 
have not gone unnoticed. 
VvV 

Virtue · Veracity · Valor 
1-5-2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I was visiting my daughter over Christmas and attended the Gator Bowl - great to see & hear the 
band. I was in the football pep band & concert band in the late '60's while teaching at Albemarle 
HS. What a difference!  
Congratulations! 
 
Dave Behrens 
1-4-2008 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I just want to recognize the outstanding effort by our Cavalier Marching Band, Cheerleaders, and 
CavMan mascots throughout the week in Jacksonville.  These are a great group of students who 
really represent our University in a way that makes us all proud.  I know that these students work 
extremely hard all year and it was great that they could also be rewarded with a trip to 
Jacksonville.   

One reason that I make the trip to whatever bowl game we may play in is to support the football 
team.  I came to realize, however, that I have another excellent reason to attend.  That is to 
support the band and cheerleaders who travel there as well.  It was great to see them perform and 
to also interact with them around town.  We may come out on the short end of the score on the 
field, but the team and these students are winners regardless of what happens in the game. 

Thanks to the band, the cheerleaders, the mascots and to you for all the hard work that goes into 
the result we see at our athletic events.  Again, I am extremely proud to have this group of 
students represent the University of Virginia.   Go Hoos !! 

Regards, 

Bob Bremer ‘79 
1-2-2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mr. Pease and Mr. Koch, 

Thank you for all your hard work in getting the CMB to and from Florida.  We really enjoyed 
seeing all the performances of the band and feel that the band brings a lot of energy and spirit to 
the football games.  We are still in mourning with the final outcome of the game, but it sure was 
great fun for most of the game!!  I noticed a real difference in the crowd when the band left to 
get into position for the half-time show.  Have no doubt that CMB makes a difference and so do 
you. 

As parents, we would like to express our gratitude for your diligence in keeping the students safe 
and making sure they positively represent their University, their town, their band directors, and 
their parents.  Go ‘Hoos! 

Sincerely, 

Janice & Bob Phoebus 

Parents of Paige Phoebus – Colorguard 
1-2-2008 

 

Bill, Drew & Dave...... 
  
Friday night was a TRIUMPH!  We are so proud of you're making it happen.  The highlight of 
many highlights was Bill and David, arm-in-arm, directing America the Beautiful. I wept.  At 
one point, Susan asked me, "if they have 30 more pieces than we do, how come we're louder?  
It's true! Even with 6 fewer tubas, we had much more heart-thumping bottom end. plus, the other 
brass and drums kicked ass. The hokies were good, mind you. but, we were superb! I could feel a 
palpable spirit to our playing that was somewhat lacking in the visitor's performance.  It was a 
memorable evening. thank you for inviting us. I love you guys and I love those kids! 
  
be well..... 
dick "the voice" 
11-25-2007 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease,  
I wanted to thank you for the VA/ Va Tech marching band concert. It was a truly wonderful 
event. I grew up playing in a high school band in the midwest and watching the marching bands 
of the Big Ten and the Big Eight. When I moved to Charlottesville in 1982, it was with much 
dissapointment that UVa did not have a marching band. But I write to you today for another 
reason. I brought my 11 year old son to the concert. He just starting playing the trumpet in the 
city school 5th grade band. He was mesmerized by the trumpet solo's. We got home at 10 PM 
and he insisted on practicing his trumpet for 30 minutes before he would go to bed. Please pass 
along a HUGE thank you to the trumpet section for me- they truly inspired my son. Music has 
long been a part of my life- and I am thrilled that my son now has an even stronger desire to 
play. 
Susie Hoffman 
11-25-2007 
 
 
 
Thank you for a wonderful sound at scott stadium and jpj. We have been long time supporters of 
UVA sports and especially these two. I had the opportunity today to thank Mr. Koch and have 
been wanting to tell you thank you also. I think you and your staff and band members have done 
a wonderful job of incorporating a big band with the casual feel of the old pep band. It was hard 
for the old hoos to loose the pep band, but what a wonderful breath of fresh air your marching 
band is. I enjoyed watching the kids (before you moved sections this year). Now we'll be moved 
in the new seating next year. I'll be tapping my toes and singing the good ole song somewhere 
next fall. Thanks for all the hard work!!! 
 
Nancy Camp 
11-24-2007 
 
 
 
The "Virginia Pride" concert was great! We enjoyed the music and Mr Koch's announcing was 
wonderful -- energizing and witty.  
 
I particularly enjoyed the Game Demo; the VT tubas dancing the Hokie Pokie, and, of course, 
my son Dan playing the harmonica solo in "Sunny".  
 
Congratulations and thanks for a great concert. 
 
Mary Owens 
11-24-2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Special! That is the word that comes to mind as to the performances of the University of Virginia 
Marching Band from its inception. Appreciated! That is the word that comes to mind as we 
express our thanks to everyone involved in making this marvelous group into what it is for all of 
us to enjoy. Family Price Friendly is what the performance was last night at JPJ as evidenced by 
the turnout of families. Please continue what you are doing and make the magic of last night an 
annual event!  
Best,  
Jeanne and Phil Chase 
11-24-2007 
 
 
 
Mr. Pease, 
I attended your concert last night....and I am still in awe. I have a friend who plays trumpet for 
you, and another who plays symbols for VT. The arrangement could not have been better. I have 
only one complaint. You did not charge enough for the event. I, and I suspect others would have 
gladly paid twice as much for the incredible entertainment. Thanks so much for your hard work 
and congrats to your students. 
Curtis Sheets 
11-24-2007 
 
 
 
Dear Bill,   
Saturday night exceeded anything we could possibly have thought of, and were just delighted 
with how everything turned out.  Your band scoring was orchestral and the research and thought 
that went into the presentation were impressive. I do hope you will share with all those who 
came our great appreciation for giving of their time so generously on a Saturday evening when 
they weren't playing at a football game.  Of course, it was most wonderful that you and your 
assistant leader were both there and made the evening that much more special.  You have done 
an outstanding job with these young people, and wish you all the best of continued success in 
building such an impressive group.   
Best,   
Merle Ginsburg 
 
 
MERLE GINSBURG     
955 Fifth Avenue     
Apt 14A 
New York, N.Y. 10075 
11-19-2007 
 
 
 
 
 



First let me say that i think you've done a wonderful job with the band. It's done wonders for the 
gameday atmosphere and has increased the status of our sports programs. At the Wake Forest 
game, we were blessed by the presence of the band at our tailgate. South B 583. It was fantastic 
and would love to see them again this week playing tunes. Thanks for your time. 
Duke Dolan 
11-19-2007 
 
 
 
Dear Bill, 
 
First of all, Chad and I had a blast.  Thanks for allowing us to experience such a fine band as the 
Marching Cavaliers. From the moment I stepped foot on the practice field Friday night, I could 
feel a real sense of energy and excitement. 
 
In many ways the performance represented the coming of full circle for each of us.  For Chad, to 
have his music arranged and performed by a 500+ marching band and to have him playing along 
with them and having his high school band director there was truly a once in a lifetime event.  
For me, having some of my former students in the CMB band as well as my current students for 
Band Days coming out to support me represented the revelation that my influence as a musician 
and teacher is more far-reaching than I had imagined. 
 
As you mentioned before, the rush of playing in front of a crowd so large, on a day as beautiful 
as it was, and not to mention seeing a great game was overwhelming. 
 
My family and friends enjoyed the day. 
 
I wanted to give special recognition to your staff: Dwight, Mike, Bryan, and especially David, 
who patiently drove our relatives from point to point.  They personified true Cavalier hospitality 
and their kindness would not soon be forgotten. 
 
I know you must be moving ahead to your future performance with Virginia Tech.  Good luck 
and have a great rest of the season. 
 
I look forward to working with you in the summer. 

Victor Hugo 
HRYWE Director 
Website: http://www.odu.edu/vhugo 
11-20-2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Pease, 
I just wanted to take a moment to thank you for your effort in establishing a great marching band 
at UVA. I was able to watch the performance at the Oakton Classic High School Band 
competition and was thoroughly impressed with the musicianship and energy displayed by the 
Cavalier Marching Band. I wish I had recorded some of the comments by local high school 
students. They were in awe and motivated to do more -- exactly what is needed today.  
 
I also went to the Wake Forest/UVA football game this past weekend. Again -- outstanding 
performance! 
 
I know it is a big commitment for UVA students to be a part of the marching band, but it is 
evident that they thoroughly enjoy what they are doing. Thanks again for all you do!! 
 
June Vogan 
11-7-2007 

 

My son Christopher was a participant in Band Day this past weekend and I just wanted to thank 
you for a wonderful experience! He really enjoyed himself and was very impressed with the 
band and your entire organization. The rest of the family had a great time too and thoroughly 
enjoyed the show! Thanks to all of you! 
Stephanie Doyle 
11-7-2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mr. Bill Pease, 
 
Thank you so much for the great opportunity to play with the Cavalier Marching Band at Band 
Day 2007! It was an amazing experience to play in front of thousands of fans alongside the 
University of Virginia's phenomenal Marching Band. The hospitality that the band and the entire 
organization showed us made the day something special - a day that my family and I will never 
forget. 
 
Trumpet is a great passion of mine. My goal is to continue to play and grow as a musician 
throughout college. This unique experience has further inspired me to do so. 
 
I have already applied to the University of Virginia for next year (fall 2008). It would be an 
honor to be able to participate in the Marching Band next year as a student of the University of 
Virginia!  
 
Thank you again for this amazing experience. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eric Ferguson 
Trumpet 
Dulaney High School 
Timonium, Maryland 
11-4-2007 

 

Mr. Pease.... 

I complimented you last year and do so again. As a former member of the Wisconsin marching 
band (I am a Darden Hoo!), I enjoy the shows that the Cav Band puts on each football game, and 
their music at basketball games as well. Last year I made a suggestion which you thought was 
good, but for whatever reason did not institute it this year. I suggested that when the drumline 
comes out of the tunnel to get set for the pregame show, that they march out to either a soft 
cadence, or a cadence using the rim of one drum. This would look more professional than just 
walking out of the tunnel to get set up. I hope this suggestion is timely and will only help to 
improve an already outstanding marching band. 
 
Go Hoos!!!!! 

Earl Ferguson 

11-4-2007 

 

 



Sup dad!  Just wanted to say great job this past Saturday.  As I told you before, I wasn't able to 
be at the game because I had to go home to be with my family.  But we rushed home from 
church Saturday night and caught the game in the second quarter.  I ran to put on my HooCrew 
shirt and had a UVa flag in my hand trying to simulate actually being there.  And suddenly I 
heard "Virginia Swing" and it was on!!!  My stepmom was looking at me crazy because I was 
singing right along with everything you all played, and jumping and yelling just like I was there.  
The band sounded GREAT!  Such a full sound.  And I could hear the energy across the tv set.  
And of course every time ESPN showed the band on tv ya'll looked great (and of course you 
were smiling).   
  
And how about the team!?!?!  Have you seen the latest projections on espn.com (knock on 
wood)?  Hope we keep it up.  Have a good time this weekend at NC State.  And Go Hoos!!   
  
TJ 
10-23-2007 
 
 
 
Mr. Pease, 
Before I turn in tonight, I want to let you know that I am still geeked from tonight’s game and 
the band was a large part of that. 
 
This was a easy road trip for me, because instead of driving the 120 miles from DC to 
Charlottesville for home games at Scott as I do 5 or 6 times a year, Byrd Stadium at Maryland is 
11 miles from my house. A bus and subway ride for me. 
 
The band sounded awesome. I had four tickets, two in the upper deck in the Virginia section, and 
two in the Maryland supporters section 26 at the 30 yard line behind the Maryland bench. I 
decided to use the two in the Maryland section across from the band in part because I wanted to 
hear the band. I am so glad I did. The great sounds you guys put out might have been lost for our 
fans sitting in the upper deck 300 sections of Byrd. I've sat up there before and its so high up, 
you can' t even hear fans sitting in the lower deck cheering for Maryland way up there. 
 
As you usually do at home games, you guys were rocking, and even the Maryland fans that 
surrounded me, had much love for you also. You guys were working all game, the Maryland 
band appeared to be watching all game, rarely heard them at all. 
 
Thanks to you and the band for making the trip and adding to the atmosphere at the game 
tonight. Hopefully you guys can do the NCSU trip as well. 

  

Take care! 
Christopher Jerry 
10-21-2007 



I just wanted to send you an e-mail to let you know how great Saturday was. Besides the win it 
was great to hear the band and wow they sound great. Rick and I had front row tickets and found 
ourselves in the band the majority of the game because it is the atmosphere we love. I miss it so 
much! Everyone is so excited and really into the stand tunes and the game (maybe because UVA 
football has been quite crazy this year with all the wins within 5 points!). Hopefully the team will 
continue to excel because a great bowl game would be very fun. I just wanted to say it makes me 
so proud to come back as an Alumni and see what has come of the band. I remember when we 
were so new, and about 100 less people, just learning to mesh with one another and create energy 
for UVA's football team and fans. 

Suzanne Levesque 
10-21-07 

 

I enjoyed my day with the band. It is amazing how a group that large can be so effectively 
managed. Thanks for including me. 
 
You and your staff made a fantastic recovery from the kitchen fire!!!! It was marvelous how you 
provided food and repositioned the uniforms. And the band members took it just like it was 
planned that way. Congratulations, Mr. Pease! 

  

Wallace Morton 
10-19-07 

 

Dear Mr. Pease, 
I wanted to congratulate you on a job well done with your Cavalier Marching Band. I was in 
attendance at Saturday's game against Georgia Tech and was privileged to witness the band's 
performance before the game and at halftime. Wow! They were incredible. I should tell you that 
I grew up in Charlottesville and went to a lot of UVA games. There were those of us who never 
really appreciated the "stylings" of the Pep Band.(Having to apologize after a performance is 
usually not a good sign) My family and I often wondered why Thomas Jefferson's university 
wasn't more appropriately represented by a decent marching band. Saturday my longing for 
musical entertainment with a presentation worthy of the school was finally realized. I am amazed 
at what you have been able to do in just a few short years. I am a VA Tech graduate and I'd have 
to say you even gave our band a run for their money. Please pass along my sincere appreciation 
to your staff and to all of the band members for their hard work. Great job! 

  

Claire Dodd (Forest, VA) 
9-23-07 



I was supposed to email you a while ago but things have been kinda hectic up here in Maryland. 
I just wanted to say again just how great it was watching the band at the Duke game. I cannot 
begin to tell you what it felt like watching the band from the stands. Before the game I literally 
ran down the steps to the front row and saw a friend and was like "come down here with 
me.....get up close with the band." But anyway, from the new pre-game show, to the halftime 
show (especially the Norfolk State Spartan Legion-esque dance break), and of course hearing my 
favorite song ("Neck" of course), the band was just GREAT. I felt like a proud father. The band 
is now a far cry from those days inhaling paint fumes in the storage room and the small office in 
UHall. I don't have enough words to express how proud I am of the band. After that first game, I 
can only imagine how good the band will be by the end of the season. On another note, we were 
watching the UNC game at my job (bookstore across from UMd) and every time I heard the 
band I would smile and tell the person working with me "That's my band!!" And of course every 
time ya'll played the First Down Cheer I'd say "Hoos" at the end and my coworker was saying it 
by the end, lol. Can't wait to see ya'll when you come to College Park. Maryland's band is on 
point, but the CMB is gonna take them and I can't wait to see it. 

Much love, 
TJ 
9-20-07 

Mr. Pease, 
There are no words that can express how proud we are of the outstanding job that you, your staff, 
and the marching band students are doing for the University of Virgina. As we sat last week and 
watch the band perform against Duke, we were very thrilled at the performance that we saw. The 
students were GREAT! The CMB does provides a superior service to the university and you are 
to be commented for such excellent leadership! There is no question that we were watching one 
of the best performances at the Division I level that the NCAA has to offer. We want you to 
know that we are extremely honored to be parents of the Cavalier Marching Band/UVA family. 
Best wishes for your continued success. We look forward to supporting you in any possible way. 
We would love to share our thoughts with President Casteen. Please let us know if this is Okay! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rodney and Amelda Jones 
9-15-2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I hope this email finds you doing well this afternoon. I am the Head Cheerleading Coach for 
Duke University. We made the trip up to beautiful Charlottesville for this weekend's game. On 
behalf of the Duke Blue Devil Cheerleading Team, I would like to extend a warm thank you to 
the UVA Band for taking care of us. Dick Coleman and Dwight, along with the marching band, 
made sure that our girls were well hydrated during the heat of the afternoon. They were 
extremely kind and incredibly generous. Mr. Coleman had carried a crate of cold bottled water 
down to our end of the field for the girls. A few of them were feeling the effects of the heat, and 
it was greatly appreciated. 
 
Please know that we felt truly welcome and we were thrilled to be a part of the game. The Band 
and its Directors certainly are a class act! 

  

With Gratitude, 
Alayne Rusnak 
Head Coach Duke Cheerleading 
9-7-07 

 

Bill, 
  
Glad to see the Drum Line, and the CMB getting national attention. 
  
http://www.virginia.edu/uvatoday/newsRelease.php?id=2714 
  
Look forward to seeing you all on the field tomorrow. 
  
Syd Dorsey 
Pic #1 Understudy! 
9-7-2007 
 
 
 
Mr. Pease:  
I have to say that the Cavalier Marching Band is by far the most impressive college marching 
band that I have seen.....well actually the second as my alma mater, West Virginia Univeristy, 
has an awesome marching band. I was wondering when the band practices and if spectators are 
allowed to come and watch? Am looking forward to another good year of band music this year at 
the football games. Your whole staff does a marvelous and spectacular job. Thanks for the 
memories that you are giving us fans.  
Sincerely, 
Michael Grainger 
8-16-2007 
  



Bill,  
It was truly a pleasure speaking with you. UVA was so smart into hiring someone that is going to 
take the band and traditions to the next level. Soon, I have no doubt, that the band will be with 
the likes of a Michigan, Ohio State, USC, Texas and so on as far as fan support goes. I look 
forward in your efforts to make the band a staple not only in football but in basketball and other 
sports as well. Good luck and GO HOOS. 
Oh and please add me to the email once you get it up and running. 
Thanks. 
Tony Dickey 
5-30-2007 
 
 
 
Bill, Michael and Band Members: 
On behalf of the men's tennis team at the University of Virginia I want to personally thank you 
for coming out and supporting the team on Friday. You are so much responsible for giving our 
guys a chance to play in an incredible atmosphere. Please fully understand you help us win and 
make the experience so much more enjoyable for the fans and most importantly the student 
athletes. Again, a great big thank you goes out to all of you who came out and supported us. We 
are truly grateful. 

  

Brian Boland 
Men's UVA Tennis Coach 
4-16-07 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Drew and Bill: 
 
Thanks again for letting me play with the Pep Band. These are exceptionally bright and talented 
kids you direct, and it is great fun working with them. I am sure they don't have any idea what to 
think about such an old guy (at least as old as their parents, and maybe even as old as their grand 
parents possibly); I hope that I at least project some professionalism into the job and that maybe 
they see this. Also, I think it is good for them to see that you don't have to put the instrument 
down just because you are not a full-time professional musician, or because you graduate from 
college.  We don't stop listening to, or loving music just because we get older, why should we 
stop playing? 
 
But, back to the point. The really great thing about working with you guys is that you are not just 
great musicians, you are also great teachers. I mean this in the most positive sense. In the most 
non-threatening and helpful way that I could possibly imagine, you both come back over to re-
enunciate the key rhythms, to sing the hard parts for me (both in advance and after we have 
played the tune). You go out of your way to educate, to teach; and, while I may not be happy that 
I blew some part, I appreciate more than you can imagine the insight and help you provide. And, 
I don't even have to pay for the lesson. 
 
When my kids, for example (both darned good musicians) ask my what it is like playing with the 
pep band, I tell them about the talented students, but I also tell them about how really 
challenging it is to get one shot at reading down some of these charts. OK, by now, I have seen 
many of them, but there is always something I haven't seen. Of course there are also the 
occasionally ambiguous "start here" notes, and Idzior and I kidded when I missed the coda on a 
chart when there wasn't a coda sign marked (we grabbed his chart, located the coda point and 
wrote it in). Coupled with the challenge of the environment, this is pretty exciting stuff, and there 
is a chance on every tune to try to improve. 
 
There is even some really difficult stuff in the book, and the issue of how to effectively voice 
some of the parts is a continuing issue. Sometimes the line (as a tuba part) has to go up an 
octave; sometimes it is really hard to play in the lower register, but workable up an octave. But, 
where to put some of this stuff, on the fingerboard, is a real challenge, and it comes up fast, in 5 
or 6 flats (and I really don't dislike Db and Gb); and just to make it really fun, it comes up in cut 
time sometimes. 
 
I hate to think I am somehow hamstrung because I work mainly in 4/4 and 3/4, because the cut 
time shouldn't bug me at all. So, I may end up looking at those four straight eighths as three-and-
four-and, instead of two-ee-and-ah. Still there was something way too tough last night about a 
simple four-eighths figure in the lower register which is going to challenge me to practice some 
new figures in the low register. I don't know why this was hard, but I need to figure that out and 
work out the practice routines to address it.  But, this is exactly why this is interesting: great 
people to work with; challenging material; challenging environment; and, room to improve. 
Thanks again for letting me play. 
 
Dave Hudson 
3-23-3007 



Mr. Pease,  

Thanks so much for setting us up to tour UVA last Saturday with your students:  Bryan Meyers, 
Josh Richards, and your twirler, Erica.   Please reward them in some way for generously 
spending their Saturday afternoon with prospective students and their family.  (They declined our 
offers.)  The credibility of being introduced to the campus by fellow musicians is powerful.  We 
stayed into the evening to hear the symphony and singers.  Your young woman soloist on the 
bassoon is especially fantastic - please pass our kudos on to her.  Both Katie (clarinet, frosh at 
Longwood) and TJ (Thomas John, rising HS) have UVA on their radar now in a way that I could 
never effect.  This is life-changing stuff.  Bless you. 

Dr. Dianne Kurec 

Assessments Group (AG) 

Logistics Innovation Agency (LIA) 
3-21-2007 

 

 
I attended the men's basketball game with Georgia Tech on Saturday February 24th and I can't 
tell you how pleased I was to hear the band play 'Vehicle' by the Ides of March. It's one of my all 
time favorite songs from the 70's. Shortly after I first heard the UVA band perform I heard the 
song on the radio and thought to myself what a great song this would be for our band to play, 
since it has a terrific horn section. I was able to speak with your assistant at the women's ACC 
tournament game with Duke in Greensboro last Friday during halftime and I expressed my 
gratitude to him as well. We are so happy with the work you and your staff are doing at UVA 
and hope to keep you around for a long, long time. The presence of the marching band and pep 
band at the football and basketball games makes such a huge difference in the atmosphere. All 
the kids do such a great job and are a credit to the high standards set at the university. 

  

Continued best wishes... 
Danny Fainter 
3-15-07 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



I just wanted to thank you and the rest of the staff for considering me for a leadership position. I 
am very gracious for the time you set aside for me and my interview. As you know I love this 
band and this drumline very much, so I do truly appreciate the oppurtunity. 
 
I would also like to thank you for what you did for my parents last night. My dad was very 
worried that he had upset you this past weekend, and was almost brought to tears after learning 
of your gesture at Outback. I could not be more thankful to you for all that you include my father 
in. He and my mother cried when the UVa Cavalier Marching Band first hit the football field in 
2004, and wanted nothing more than for me to be a part of it. I thank you with my whole heart 
for letting him be a part of it too! 
 
Thank you again Mr. Pease for everything you do, and please extend the thanks to the rest of the 
staff. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lindsay Kaye Johnson 
2-23-2007 
 
 
 
 

Mike: 
 
I just want to thank you and the entire band for being there against Michigan on Saturday night. 
You guys are the absolute best and do such a great job. Also thank you for staying all the way till 
the end. Make sure you tell all the band members that the entire men's tennis program 
appreciates their hard work. I am extremely appreciative and so is everyone surrounding the 
program. Thanks again, Brian 
 
Brian Boland 
Men's Tennis Coach 
University of Virginia 
2-12-2007 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr Pease, 
This is a quick note to let you know how much I enjoyed meeting and talking with you at the 
Duke Basketball Game and to thank you for the C D that I received on February 7. I told you and 
I am quoting my wife the best part of last season's football games was your band and Cav 
man.  My wife was one of the pep band fans but her husband was not.  You have done such a 
great job with this band that Barbara and I are both big fans.We are also both big fans of Cav 
man and the job that Todd Goodale does with Cav man and the Cavalier Sports show. I am sure 
Craig Littlepage is aware of the good job you and Todd are doing, but sometimes it's good to 
hear it from fans. Thanks again for all your hard work and continued good 
work.  
Thanks again,  
George and Barbara Norcross 
2-29-2007 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
I just wanted to e-mail you and tell you how much Pat and I appreciated being invited to the 
banquet at Boar's Head. It meant a lot to us and we had a great time. We also thank you for the 
blanket and the watch. While I realize it is not a Rolex I would rather have it and I am wearing it 
proudly. More valuable to us than the gifts was the kindness and caring attitude shown us by 
you, Drew, and Ilon. We were made to feel like we truly were a part of CMB. 

  

Sincerely, 
Jim Cecil 
2-5-07 

 

Mr. Pease, 
I am a UVa alumnus (CLAS '89), long-time UVa employee, and fan of the marching band! Our 5 
year-old son loves to watch the UVa marching band; in fact, it is the only reason he wants to 
attend football games. He has a small toy drum, and continually reminds us that his main goal in 
life is to play in the UVa band! 

  

Emily Lyster 
1-4-07 

 

 



Thank you for allowing the Lacrosse team, the cheerleaders, the Cavalier and members of the 
marching band to come to the UVA Children’s Hospital Tailgate Party yesterday afternoon. It 
was a very fun event and it put smiles on the faces of many children. I understand a whole group 
of children were lobbying to get out of clinic early so they could attend. It is always a pleasure to 
see such wonderful college students giving of themselves to help others.  

I am grateful to you and to the Coach for their participation. 

Nancy Artis, our director of Education deserves my thanks as well for organizing the event.  

Nancy 

 Nancy L. McDaniel, MD 
Pediatric Cardiology 
Vice Chair Department of Pediatrics 
Medical Director University of Virginia Children's Hospital 
12-19-2007 

 

Dear Bill, 
Just a quick note to say how much I enjoyed the band during football season and am now 
enjoying in the JPJ arena for basketball. Thanks to you, the players and all the others who make 
these performances possible. 

  

Sincerely yours, 
Elizabeth P. Wilkerson 
12-4-06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mr. Koch, 
In case you don't recognize my address, this is Chris Anderson, UVa hopeful for the class of 
2012, I attended the band camp over the summer etc. etc. But anyway I just wanted to send 
another e-mail formally thanking you and everyone at UVa music department for the great 
experience of the camp over the summer and the rewards it has brought me. While at camp Dr. 
Good took me aside on the final day and told me all about the Macy's Great American Marching 
Band. He also told me that he would personally waive the audition tape. Well I took him up on 
the offer and in five short days I am flying off to New York City for three days of rehearsal and 
fun and then the Big Parade. This is really a once in a lifetime experience and one that so few 
people will ever get. I have you and you're staff to thank for that, so, thank you. 

  

Sincerely, 
Christopher Anderson 
11-16-06 

 

Dear Mr. Pease: 
 
The band is doing a great job this year. I enjoy watching you every Sat. at Scott Stadium. 
 
The other day I was channel surfing. I flipped on the movie "Bring It On". This is a movie 
marketed to high school age kids about competitive cheerleading. I only watched a small part of 
the movie just out of curiosity. But what caught my eye (or should I say ear) was a particular 
scene in the movie. The cheerleaders were ready for the football team to take the field. The team 
ran on as any high school team would and the band strikes up the school fight song. As I 
halfheardly watched my brain said, "something I see or hear here is very familiar". I finally 
figured it out. When the team ran on the field, the fight song playing in the background was the 
"Cavalier Song". I hope I am not naive but this is the first time I had ever heard it played outside 
of Scott Stadium or U-Hall. I am curious, is the tune to the Cavalier song a fairly popular tune 
and a generic fight song melody used across the country by many high schools or possible some 
UVA alum working on this movie had it edited in to honor his beloved UVA?  
 
I realize this is a long e-mail but I am very curious about your thoughts. 
 
Lee Browning 
EDUC ‘79 
10-24-2006 

 

 

 



Hi Bill, 
Great job at the game last night. You have everyone energized this year. Lots of animation, 
swinging, dancing, having fun! I liked the sustained longgggggggg note. Do that again. 

Best, 
Alan Rob 
10-20-06 

 

President Casteen: 

It used to be the quintessential college football day:  leaves turning, fans decked out in their 
orange and blue, and from the distance the cadence of the Cavalier Marching Band heralding the 
start of another exciting Saturday afternoon in Charlottesville.  The band would wind their way 
down to the stadium and play for the fans getting ready to go into the game to cheer the football 
team on to victory!  Students, alums, and families all gathered to enjoy and participate in the 
band’s pep rally!  We all entered the stadium enthused and ready to cheer our Cavaliers on to 
victory!   

Yet for the past two weeks, it’s been silent outside of the stadium.  Now we all just quietly walk 
in and sit down and wait for the game to begin.  No fanfare, no excitement, nothing.  It’s flat. 
 Last weekend we had to cheer for the University of Maryland band as they walked into the 
stadium, because the University of Virginia’s marching band was no where to be found!   

 I would be very interested to hear your thoughts on this.  My son is a third year student with the 
CMB and was lucky enough to join the band in its very first year.  It has been an honor and a 
privilege to be a part of this incredible organization.  Bill Pease deserves the highest praise for 
the job he’s done in creating this band from scratch.  His students hold him in the highest esteem 
as do their parents and I’m sure that the Smiths, who gave the University of Virginia the 
incredibly generous gift to start this band are well pleased with how their money has been put to 
use.   

Please bring the band back for the pre-game festivities!  The band students and staff work 
incredibly hard to generate excitement and entertainment before, during and after the game!  
They deserve more exposure and recognition, not less! 

Thank you for your support of the Cavalier Marching Band! 
 

Sincerely, 

  

Karen Menatti 
10-16-2006 



Dear Bill, 
I wanted to personally thank you, and the members of the UVa Marching Band, for your 
performance at the fireworks display on Friday evening. It goes without saying that the band's 
performance added tremendously to the event- it simply would not have been the same, nor as 
inspiring, without your presence and participation. I hope to see you and many of the band 
members there. And thank you again for your part in this past weekend's festivities. 

  

Best, 
Robert D. Sweeney 
Senior Vice President for UVA’s Development and Public Affairs 
10-3-2006 

 

 
Hi Bill, 
We made it back from Scotland for the big weekend. This was a big deal for the marching 
band..... fireworks at the rotunda, Duke football game, and then the late performance at the gala 
dinner in JPJ arena. I saw it all. I trust that staff & players alike enjoyed the experience, tiring as 
it surely was. Lots of hard work! 

  

Best! 
Alan Rob 
10-3-2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello Bill, 
 
First of all, I want to congratulate your program. My son, Jason James, a First Year, is really 
enjoying the whole experience, people and excellence of the UVA Marching Band. 
 
Plus, the group looks fantastic out there on the field. (Could be the bright part of this year's 
football program) 
 
We were disappointed the band did not march down the street and into the stadium for the 
Western Michigan game. (You didn't have them march past 
your old Athletic Director instead, did you? ;) ). 
 
Question, will the band do that entrance anymore? It is great to see them March By and then stop 
to play. Understand it is something about blocking traffic. 
 
Recommend you put your GameDay Plan on the Schedule portion of the website. 
I know other parents also missed seeing the group. 
 
Once again, thanks for having my boy in your band and see you on the 14th. 
 
Regards, 
 
Chuck James 
9-26-2006 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease- 
The band looked fantastic and sounded great on Saturday. Whatever was done with the sound 
system was a vast improvement from last year. It's absolutely incredible how the students can put 
on a show as wonderful as they did in one week's time. You must be very proud of them! 
 
I was disappointed, though, not to see them march into the stadium. Many fans, along with the 
cheerleaders, were sitting, waiting for the band to come around the corner and we were all 
disappointed to find out that they were already in the tunnel. Last year, having the band march in 
was a highlight of the day and helped to excite the fans for the football game. I don't know who 
made the decision to not include your fantastic band in this way, but I do hope that you will pass 
this email to those decision makers in hopes that they can see that the fans were disappointed. I 
feel that I am speaking for all of us who were waiting outside the stadium on Saturday. 
 
Best of luck at GT. Have a safe trip!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Janet Knight 
9-21-2006 



Dear Mr. Pease 
I wanted to write and tell you how great the band is and how much we enjoy coming to the 
games to see them. Our daughter is in her second year with the band. I was sorry to hear you 
were told on Saturday not to parade down Alderman. We and many others were waiting for the 
band to come and play in front of the AFC. I hope you will be able to change the athletic 
department's decision. ( I have written to them as well) 

The parade and  mini concert were becoming very popular, on it's way to being a game day 
tradition. Your change of location to start marching may have thrown some people off but i can't 
believe stopping traffic for a few minutes an hour before game time really causes that much of a 
problem. Stopping the band's parade because of complaints from a few seems unfair. Especially 
when i overheard more than one group say after the game "the best part of the day was the 
band!" 
 

All the best to you, good luck on this issue. 
  
Sandy Butler 

9-18-2006 

Mr Pease: 
 
How come the Band did not march to the stadium on Saturday before the Western Michigan 
game? My wife and I heard that there had been complaints about traffic tie ups. If this is true, it 
is a shame because your group does a great job of jacking every one up for the game. We are 
hoping you will be back for the Maryland game. Keep up the great work. 
 
Ed & "Peanut" Lanahan 
9-18-2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi Mr. Pease, 
 
I just wanted to let you know a little bit of info you'd probably like to hear from Band Day. I'm 
sure this was replicated many times but I can offer you my own experience. 
 
A clarinet player named Lindsey from one of the high schools came to the Friday night practice 
and seemed a little quiet, probably trying to take in all the excitement and change of a college 
band. When I asked her how she was doing, she said she was really having fun feeling like a part 
of a strong band. She didn't know if she was coming to UVa, she said, but was glad she got the 
chance to be in our band day. After the post-game performance and the Good Old Song, as the 
high schoolers were starting to leave, I found her and asked her if she'd had as much fun 
performing with us as she'd had practicing with us. She said the experience was incredible and 
that before performing with us, her first choice of school was almost definitely Wake Forest, but 
now she is reconsidering because of the chance to play in our band. I don't know what she'll 
decide but I know thanks to band day we have a much better chance of getting a strong new 
candidate for the school and the band. Like I said, I'm sure it happened many times over, but 
there's some definite proof that the band day worked. 
 
See you on Tuesday, 
Dave Kirk 
9-17-2006 
 
 
 
Hi Bill, 
The Saturday game performance by the marching  band was simply terrific. 
You have brought spirit and animation and dancing and, above all, they are having fun ! 
The music is tops!  The fans love your band. They appreciate the music, the effort, 
the hard work the precision formations.  I wish everyone knew how much work your staff & 
students put in with you for this result.  One constructive comment: the electronic speakers at 
half time were too loud. 
 
I am off to Scotland tomorrow morning for two weeks and will miss hearing you practice. 
Have fun at Georgia Tech, and keep the beautiful music coming. 
Best regards, 
Alan Rob 
9-16-2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you so much for allowing me to "hang with" you guys this past weekend. As always--it is 
a blast and a learning experience wrapped up into one. I am a huge fan of your band and love 
what you guys have done with it. It is a real “class act.” The sound is AMAZING and will make 
returning to work next week a real challenge! It is nice to get a refresher in how things are 
supposed to sound like! The CMB is a great representative for the University and the 
Commonwealth and I know everyone in Scott Stadium is proud of this group. Thanks again for 
letting me be a part of the game day experience and I look forward to doing it again soon! See 
you all soon! 

  

Best, 
Earl E. Shaffer, Jr 
Director of Bands Cosby High School 
9-10-06 

 

Mr. Pease: 
 
Hello. 
 
Just a quick note to say thanks to a great group of your band members! I was the driver this 
evening for Bus #2 - trumpets and color guard. What a great group of young people to be around 
— polite, happy, intelligent, self-disciplined, and energetic! It was a pleasure to be their driver. 
So many of them said thanks as they got off the bus both when we arrived at the Carr's Hill 
practice field and again later upon returning to the hotel. In addition, I found absolutely no trash 
left on the bus! I just thought you should know that these band members were appreciated by this 
driver and were noticed! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Gary Grant 
A Goff Transportation 
 
P.S. I played tenor saxophone in my high school marching band back in the late 60's. It was a 
thrill to watch your rehearsal tonight and brought back some fond memories. 
8-18-2006 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for you very kind words about Andrew.  We are so very proud of him.  We can't 
thank you enough for the many opportunities that you've given Andrew.  We just can't imagine 
him as happy or as successful anywhere else. He realizes that one of the luckiest things to ever 
happen to him was the day you were selected to start the CMB at the University of Virginia.  
(And one of the best things to happen to UVA as well!)  It's sad to think it's already half over!  It 
goes by so fast! 
  
Thanks too for recording the concerts.  I know Andrew's grandparents will particularly enjoy 
listening to them. 
  
We'll expect to see you at our tailgate the first game!  Have a great summer.  
  
Karen and Chas Menatti 
5-1-2006 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Craig, 

My wife and I are avid UVA sports fans and particularly enjoy going to football games, both at 
home and away.  We have especially enjoyed the addition of the Marching Band and feel it adds 
a tremendous amount to the game day atmosphere.  Being fairly representative of UVA alumni, I 
felt a marching band would never work at the University.  Bill Pease has proven me absolutely 
wrong and has skillfully built a program of which we can all take pride. 

I do have one problem with the music during the games.  We sit in Section 507 and have great 
difficulty in hearing the band.  When they are in their seats, they are “pointed” away from us.  In 
fact, the small bands that accompany some of the visiting teams and sit in the end zone corner 
can be heard much more clearly. 

A possible solution might be to install bleachers on the lower Hill, just enough to accommodate 
the Band.  The Band would then be visible to everyone and, I believe, the sound would travel 
much better.  I don’t think the new seating would be overly expensive, more seating would 
become available in the student section, and, as an extra benefit, “storming” the field would 
become a little more difficult. 

Thanks for all you have done for the University. 

Go Hoos! 

Bruce Jolly 
4-4-2006 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
 
Just wanted to let you know how much I have enjoyed the band at the last two Women's 
basketball games. They are the best and so are you for doing such a good job with them! Thanks! 
 
Watching the playing of the drums is extraordinary. The two drummers playing don't miss a beat. 
I love it! I like the way they rotate each one does a GREAT job! All the horns and guitar have a 
GREAT sound. When the band plays "Thriller" and other members dance along with that 
dynamic great sound it is wonderful. Can you tell by now that I like the band. 
 
I have liked them from the start when they first marched out onto the UVA Football Field. What 
a class act they are. 
 
I wrote you an earlier note after I first saw the band play. 
 
Thanks a lot for all you do to make the band so enjoyable 
for everyone else. 
 
 
Take care and have a nice day, 
Tanya :) 
 
 
 
 
Tanya M. Adams :) 
Quality Assurance 
Information Technology and Communication 
University of Virginia 

3-23-2006 

Bill: 
Just want to take a minute to let you know that the players and fans loved what you did last 
Saturday. I never stop hearing about it when I am at the indoor. I understand you are busy and 
fully respect that. The reason we pushed so hard is everyone I see says something. I can hardly 
believe it. We are expecting about 1200 on Friday so wish you could of been there. Would love 
to have your music on a CD if you have it. Would not be the same but we will try. I know 
Danielle will be in touch with you in the future to support us. We have a big FL State and Miami 
matches the first weekend in April. If you can throw together 10 people that would come out on 
Friday at 5pm we would love to have them. If nothing else making them aware of the match to 
come support us would be great.  
Thanks, 
Brian Boland 
2-7-2006 



 
 
Dear Mr. Allen: 
 
Kathy talked my ears off all the way home from the game about how much fun she had, how 
nice the college kids were to her, and how she wished she could do it again. She was really afraid 
to go, but the pep band members were so nice to her that she had a great time. 
 
She said "I definitely want to play in a pep band when I go to college!" What a great motivation! 
 
Thanks for giving Kathy an opportunity to experience an insiders point of view. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy K. Williams 
 
PS All the Sutherland kids at the game, (in the band, chorus, step team) 
seemed like they were having a great time and I thought represented 
Sutherland really well in performance and behavior. Great idea!! 
1-26-2006 

 

Dear Bill: 
 
Congratulations to you and to the Cavalier Marching Band for an outstanding season. I commend 
you all on the quality and professionalism of the band's performances. I believe my office staff 
communicated that I could not attend the banquet Friday evening. I hope the event went well. 
 
Sincerely,  

John Casteen 
1-22-2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill 
 
I wish to thank you for your kind invitation to attend this year's Virginia Cavalier Marching 
Band Banquet. I will be out of town on Saturday attending my daughter's college Basketball 
game and therefore will be unable to attend. 
 
I was most pleased to have had the opportunity to assist the band this past year with the 
completion of the Carr's Hill Field project. I believe that it will be even better for everyone next 
year with the addition of the new facility that we are currently working on and plan to have in 
place for the beginning of band camp next August. 
 
My sincere thanks to you and the entire band for all of your efforts and the positive ways that 
you have impacted the University community. 
 
Mark 
 
 
PS: I thoroughly enjoyed the Battle of the Bands in Nashville and stood directly on the sidewalk 
beside the band during your outstanding performance. 
-- 
Mark Fletcher 
Associate Director of Athletics: 
Director of Intramural Recreational Sport 
1-19-2006 

 

Hi Bill, 
  
I am so sorry, but Joe and I will be in Florida for the Banquet. We hate to miss it.  
  
You have done such a fabulous job and we are so proud when those kids march out on the field. 
What a great feeling to finally have pride at halftime. We feel honored to be included for the 
banquet. 
  
Best of luck, 
  
Sandy Palumbo 
1-13-2006 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Mr. Pease,  
Congratulations on a great performance by the Band at the Music City Bowl.  I thought your 
group outshone the Minnesota Band in appearance and performance, both 'choreographically' 
and musically.  Well done. 

Regards,  
Sam Clarke  
1-12-2006 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Pease, 
 I'd just like to thank the both of you for the wonderful evening you hosted for the band. You 
opened your home and your hearts to a group that already feels and functions so much like a 
family. I know the band and all of its many commitments must often be a burden on your time 
together as a family yourselves, yet you still devoted the time and effort to feed and entertain us 
with all of the welcome anyone could ask for. Mr. Pease, you always remind us of and thank us 
for the hard work and dedication that we put into making our band what it is, but I'd like to return 
that sentiment to you and your wife manifold. Being able to share a wonderful meal in a lovely 
home with some of the finest people I have met at the University really started the holiday spirit 
in me. I hope that your whole family has a relaxing and joyous holiday! 
Sincerely, 
Maria McCall 
12-18-2005 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Bill, 
My children and I used to drive by the Marching Band each week while it was practicing. My 
daughter (age 9)loved watching the baton twirling and has asked for a baton for Christmas. Do 
you think there might be a member of your band who would consider providing her with a 
lesson? I would also appreciate some help on the best place to purchase one. Thank you for your 
help! 
Best Regards, 
Karen Davis 
12-7-2005 

 

 

 

 

 



From a Gopher band member -  
 
Great to see that your band program is back on it's feet after some tough times. Look forward to 
seeing you in Nashville! Have a safe trip and we'll see you at the Battle of the Bands! 
Will White, 
12-2-2005 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
I went to the Northwestern basketball game last night and was amazed at the band. I saw that 
there are two drummers, but I was just curious if there will be openings for drummers in the 
future? Thanks, 
Brian Duhon 
12-1-2005 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease 
My dad is a huge UVA fan  
When he goes to the games he loves the band and the music they play 
That is one of the reasons he loves UVA so much  
I was wondering if there is any way that you could send me a copy of the music on tape or CD so 
I can give him an awesome Christmas present You see my dad found out this year that he had 
cancer and I really want to put a huge smile on his face  
Please help me to give my dad the most wonderful Christmas present this year.  Patiently waiting 
on your reply.  You can call me, email me, or write me   
  
Tina Foutty 
BB&T Inc. 
11-30-05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear. Mr. Pease, 
 
Our son is Jimmy Royston, a first year trombone. We wanted to tell you how much fun he had in 
your band this fall. He was so impressed with your style with the students and looked forward to 
band each day. He said it was tiring on game weeks (!), but worth it. 
 
My husband and I want to thank you for your work with the band. We love your interaction with 
the kids. You treat them with such respect. Jimmy came from a very harsh high school band 
situation, where nothing kind was ever said or done, and you have been such a refreshing change 
for us. Ken and I come early every game day just to watch the rehearsals. We were in the 
marching and concert bands at William and Mary (way back when), and we're glad that Jimmy is 
in your band. 
 
Jimmy was not convinced that UVa was the school for him, until he came to the first football 
game of the season last year and sat near your brand new marching band. You all were having so 
much fun, sounding so good, and looking sharp in your new uniforms that he came home and 
told us he was going to UVa and joining the band! 
 
So thank you for everything, and best wishes for the rest of your year. We shall look forward to 
next year's football season eagerly. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ken and Judy Royston 
11-23-2005 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bill, Andrew, Tiffany 
  
Thank you so very much for the tickets to last Saturday's UVa game with Virginia Tech. It was a 
personal thrill to be present in the "center of the college football universe" for the day. The 
spectacle was more than I could have been imagined. I only wish the game was better than it 
turned out.  
  
The tour of the football and U-Hall facilities was fascinating for me as well. Being a sports nut 
and a stadium junkie, the behind the scenes stuff is really neat to see.  
  
I really enjoy being a part of CMB game day. The entire process that you all do is really an 
amazing thing. I am always impressed with how things "run them selves", realizing though all 
the hard work and planning that goes on behind the scenes to make that happen. I always learn 
something new to "borrow" for my own situation every time I come up.  
  
Thanks again for the tickets. The "future CMB" member with me sure was impressed as always. 
I look forward to taking you up on your b-ball game offer. 
  
Best wishes for a happy and enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday. Go 'Hoos!!!!! 
  
ES  
  
Earl E. Shaffer, Jr 
Director of Bands 
Lloyd C. Bird High School 
11-21-2005 
 
 
 
I just wanted to let you know that the performance by the band on sat was spectacular - the 
percussion session was amazing and as you know I'm very partial to percussion people - please 
pass my compliments on to Michael, the directors and the other members of the band - they were 
the brightest shiniest point in an otherwise very dismal day - 
 
Judy 
11-21-2005 
 
 
B--Betsy and I were talking just now about how uncommonly well phrased and right your advice 
to the band on good sportsmanship was the other night. In what is now a long list of good things 
you have done for our students and the community generally, your remarks stand out, and we are 
both grateful to you for them, and indeed for all of your contributions. Good luck today. We look 
forward to hearing and seeing your performance.  
Best wishes,  
John Casteen 
11-19-2005 



Bill, Tiffany and Andrew, 
 
If there was any doubt about where I want my son to play next year, it is now formally gone! 
 
Fantastic program you displayed, from the Welcoming Atmosphere to the Motivated Students to 
the "Alma Mater" sing-along. 
 
Thanks loads for asking Jason to be part of your inaugural event. 
 
As you know, he has applied for early admission and submitted an Arts 
Portfolio for your review. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Chuck James 
Father of Jason James of Herndon, Virginia 
11-15-2005 

 

Hi Mr. Pease,  

I'm Luke Hanson from William Monroe High School. I recently attended and played at the Band 
Day 2006 on November 5th. I talked to Mr. Koch but did not have a chance to meet you better. I 
have applied to UVA early decision and am a top student of my high school. I am president of 
several clubs and attend others and am enrolled in AP classes. I am my school's drum major 
(we're the school who's band teacher quit during the marching season) and I had to lead the 
twenty or so band students without any professional help or experience. I would love to attend 
UVA next fall and be a part of the Cavalier Marching Band. I just thought it would be good if 
you knew my name while my application is in the admissions office :) Band Day was fantastic 
and I had more fun and a better experience than any competition I have even been too. I think 
you are doing a superb job with UVA's music department and I'm glad that my favorite 
university has such a great band director. 
Thanks,  
Luke Hanson 
11-15-2005 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations on a wonderful marching band. It is such a pleasure to watch and listen to the 
band at the football games---a MOST welcome change from the Pep Band. 
 

I have a suggestion. In the pregame show, when Dick Mountjoy invites us all to sing along to 
various Virginia songs, it would be helpful if we could see the words on the "Hoo vision" screen 
as we do for "The Good Old Song" and the National Anthem. I don't think many of us know the 
words to those other Virginia songs. 
Thanks. 
 
Judith Condon Goetz -- Charlottesville, VA 
11-15-2005 

Dear Mr. Pease, 

My name is Alex Sheidler and I was a member of the trumpet section last weekend at Cavalier 
Band Day 2005 (the trumpet player from New Jersey).  I want to thank you, Mr. Koch, and UVA 
for creating the opportunity for me to experience UVA firsthand. 

I had a lot of fun getting to know Taskey at dinner Friday night and the rest of the trumpet 
section.  They made me feel like I truly was a part of the Cavalier Marching Band trumpet 
section.  The thrill of marching onto the field Saturday night is something I will never forget and 
a feeling I would very much like to experience again. 

UVA has always been my first choice for college and the weekend cemented my feeling.  I 
believe UVA is the school where I can make a meaningful contribution while receiving the 
benefits of a world-class education.  I am convinced that I would like to be a member of your 
program if I am given the opportunity. 

 I will be submitting my undergraduate admissions application within the next week and my 
demo CD by the December 1 deadline.  Once again, thank you for the opportunity to participate 
in Band Day 2005.  I hope to participate next year as a full time member of the Cavalier 
Marching Band trumpet section.  

Go Wahoos! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Alex Sheidler 
11-12-2005 

 



Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
Thank you for putting together Band Day on Saturday. I was amazed by how well organized it 
was. It was a real change to see everybody go where they were supposed to go the first time they 
were asked (It doesn't happen that way at my school). I have already applied to UVA and hope 
that I get the opportunity to join the Cavalier Marching Band next year. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Jacobson 
11-8-2005 

 

Hello, 
     I would like to personnaly thank you for the Band Day oppurtunity. I had an extremely good 
time, and hope that UVA hosts the event next year. Participating in this program has made me 
consider changing my college choices. I hope to see you at Band Day 2006. 
Sincerely, 
Morgan Faulkner 
11-7-2005 
 

Dear Mr. Pease,  

I would just like to thank you again for the opportunities I had at this past weekend's band day. I 
was extremely impressed with the band, particularly the drum-line, and would be thrilled to join 
the band next year. I have dedicated much of my high school career to the music field. I am the 
captain of the Massapequa High School Drum-line for the second consecutive year, am an All-
State Percussionist for New York State, and participate in both the Nassau/Suffolk Wind 
Symphony and the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York Principal Orchestra. I wish to 
continue my pursuit of music throughout college, and feel I can be a valuable member of the 
Cavalier Drum-line. My application has already been sent to UVA, and I hope that I will become 
a member of the drum-line next year.  

  

Thanks again,  

  

Rob Wiederecht 

Massapequa High School 
11-7-2005 

 



Hi Mr. Pease, 
It's Kelly Accetta, the BRHS student who wasn't able to attend band day. I am coming down this 
weekend and staying with Dave Hondula. I would love to attend practice and the game with you 
and the band if that is okay. Our band season ended this weekend after winning our State 
Championships, our third in four years!! I can't wait to see the UVa band, and hopefully march in 
it next fall! 
 
Kelly Accetta 
11-7-2005 

 

Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
As a third year at the University of Virginia, I am so proud of the band, especially after its 
performance at the Temple game. It was amazing. Great job and keep up the good work! What is 
the name of the song that Malone played solo? Everything sounded great! 
 
Krystalyn Jones 
11-7-2005 

 

Dear Bill, Andrew, Tiffany and Staff 
  
Thank you very much for an outstanding day last Saturday at the UVa /Temple game as a part of 
the UVa Band Day 2005. It was a enjoyable day for students and teachers alike. The day seemed 
to run without flaw and that is a result of much hard work and planning on your behalf. My 
students had a blast and I think I can guarantee that any of them that can actually get into UVa 
will be a part of your band once they hit the grounds!! 
  
As a Director, I continue to be impressed with the quality of this new program, and more 
importantly--impressed with the classiness of the organization. Everything the kids do, 
everything the staff did was all in a first class manner. Oh and by the way---the band sounds 
incredible!!!! 
  
Thanks to you all for all you do. The hard work is paying off and believe me--people are taking 
notice. It was a real pleasure to be able to spend the day with the band and I am looking forward 
to the 19th!! 
  
Thanks again---and---Go Hoos!!! 
  
Earl E. Shaffer, Jr 
Director of Bands 
Lloyd C. Bird High School 
11-7-2005 



Hi Bill, 
Great job with band day. Kids had a blast. Very well organized and very positive. Thanks for 
having Sandy and I on the 19th. Do you know what time the game will start? By the way, the 
UVA Marching Band is kicking butt right now. 

 Jim Stegner 
11-7-2005 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
  
My son Brian Giordano was one of the high school students who participated at Band Day 
yesterday, 11/5/05.  I just wanted to thank you for a very enjoyable day.  My son and his fellow 
band-mates from Chantilly HS, Fairfax, VA, had a lot of fun and learned a lot about how a 
college marching band operates.   
  
All of the Chantilly HS parents in attendance were impressed with how well organized the entire 
event was, from registration through the practice to the performances on the field.  You and your 
staff should be congratulated for the smooth operation of the event. 
  
The best of luck to you and the CMB for a successful marching band season. 
  
John Giordano 
11-6-2005 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
               
I wanted to thank you and your entire staff and all the band members for a terrific band day 
yesterday! I'm so glad my child was able to participate. We loved the show and were very 
impressed at how organized everything was. Your students were so helpful and nice to all the 
highschooler's, and they really had a great time! Our school was able to send 4, and hopefully 
they'll get to come again (well we had 1 senior). I also wanted to tell you that I am sorry I didn't 
get to thank you personally for taking an interest to help us last month with our band director 
dilemma. The new teacher, Russell Bly, is from the Richmond area and went to the University of 
Maryland, and so far seems to be great.  
 
Thank You again!  
Sincerely, Jona and Mike Coiner 
11-6-2005 
 
 
 
 



Just wanted to say thank you for Band Day. It was a great experience for my daughter. It was 
very organized. We loved every minute of it. Hope you have it every year. Please give our thanks 
to everybody involved. 
Sonia Figueroa 
11-6-2005 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Pease: 
 
I was at the Western Michigan vs. Virginia football game. When your marching band took the 
field, I got tears in my eyes. The band is absolutely amazing! The uniforms are spectacular. You 
have done an incredible job getting these students together and forming this wonderful marching 
band. You must be so proud. I am so sorry that I won't have the privilege of hearing the Pep 
Band at basketball games anymore. The band was such a support to our team. Thank you so 
much for bringing such a wonderful addition to our university sports. I know the fans truly 
appreciate it. I wanted you to know that I do. 
 
I wish you continued success. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ginnie Gillen 
(Pete Gillen's wife) 
10-17-2005 

 

 

 

  



Bill, 
I thought you would be interested in this great e-mail from a former band alumnus and strong 
alumni volunteer. Clearly he was impressed, as am I, in what you have built in such a short time. 
Congratulations. Alan Roberts keep me abreast of how quickly you are moving forward and the 
half time shows really indicate that. 
 
I am curious how many alumni you got back for Homecomings. That was an inspired idea. We 
are expanding Homecomings over the next few years and I would enjoy sitting down with you at 
some point to discuss how we can make the band a significant part of that weekend. 
 
I look forward to talking to you soon. 
Wayne Cozart 
Director of Alumni Activities 
 
Hello Wayne, 
I was at the homecoming Saturday as a marching band and Kappa Kappa Psi alumnus guest and 
had a great weekend. Since my son played in the Pep Band 1991-1995, I was a supporter with 
reservations. I liked the fact that UVA had something different from the rest of the ACC, but a 
lot of their "jokes" were poor. I tried to influence some of the kids to realize that there were 
bounds within which they should remain, but they "knew better". I thought that all the fuss over 
the "jokes" that got them banned was silly. They were only a bunch of college kids making a 
joke. Jay Leno does it every night and that's OK. 
 
After a full day with the band, I am a total convert! When I was there, it was a good day when 
we could muster 40 band members for a short halftime appearance on the field. The 230 CMB is 
spectacular and sounds great. If the UVA band is going to be like everyone else, then lets be the 
best! I guess the reason the Pep Band lasted 19 years is that no one put up the money for a 
Michigan, Ohio State type band. I believe Carl Smith provided $40 million for a new music 
building and marching band. 
 
My day with the band gave me insight into how you manage 230 kids and it was impressive. We 
were welcomed in a reception sponsored by the Kappa Kappa Psi folks, watched the pre-game 
practice, ate lunch with the band in the cage, watched them gather their uniforms and suit up, and 
then loaded on the bus with them for a performance on Carr's Hill. The mechanics of loading 
everyone on five busses and a truck for the drums, unloaded and in place on Carr's hill, back on 
the busses, over to McCormick Road, unloaded again, and formed up to march into the stadium 
is incredible. The students and the staff do an amazing job! And the performance on the field and 
in the stands is superb. 
 
They certainly got the right man when they hired Bill Pease, and his staff is great, especially his 
drum line director. The drum line is very impressive. The entire organization, support, execution 
and performance is just amazing. Bill Pease said that he had 40 student leaders, so the students 
can't say there is no self leadership. 
 
Wallace 
10-20-2005 



Bill and Ilon, 
Hey, just a quick note to say thank you very much!!  I had a great time and it was very lucky to 
see such a game.  I have some bragging to do when I get back to the office!!  The staff, kids and 
program are top-notch.  
  
You guys are great and I'll look forward to getting the sizes so we can get tees to the kids and 
staff.   
  
Thanks again and good luck this season!! 
Best, 
jT 
  
  
Joel Tetzlaff 
Product Manager - Percussion 
Band and Orchestral Division 
 
 
 
Hello Bill, 
And greetings from Florida. We drove down Sunday AM 
after the FSU game.  You and staff and kids were simply terrific, playing in 
and contributing to an electrified stadium. Take some credit! 
  
Am I correct that you did not acknowledge the FSU band as you had originally planned ??  No 
FSU song? 
  
The stadium crowd again greeted your arrival on the field with huge ovation. We could hear you 
very well in the President's Box during the game. I still have not heard you play the  William 
Tell. Have I missed something? 
  
I will be at band practice again in about two weeks, and I always miss it when in Florida. 
Please give my best regards to David,David and Woody, Andrew, Dwight and Doc.  And the 
entire band.  You are such a terrific addition to UVA, Bill. 
  
Alan Rob 
10-17-2005 
 
 
 
Please thank the ENTIRE BAND for making the trip to Boston to be such a special part of the 
day!!! It adds so-o-o- much to the players AND fans and we appreciate your presence. 
You all are AWESOME and we are VERY proud of each and every one of you! 
Gayle and John Goodloe 
10-14-2005 
 



 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
Just a quick note to let you and the Cavalier Band know how much my family and friends 
enjoyed your performances at the BC game on Saturday.  
 
Fortunately for us, we had seats next to the band. We had such a good time -- the music more 
than made up for the bad weather.  
 
The students were friendly and polite -- I had an especially good chat with a tuba player named 
Mario. 
 
Keep up the spirit and good work. It was a pleasure to hear your band up close and personal. 
Looking forward to more games with musical enhancement from your musicians. 
Lisa Rogol 
10-12-2005 
 
 
 
Hello Tiffany and Bill, 
 
Once again, thanks for having Tiffany meet with Jason and me this past Spring. (Bill, you were 
at the NCAA's) 
 
I wanted to give you two updates: 
 
1. Jason was so impressed with your program and the University, he is 
applying early. To that end, he sent his Band Supplement to the Admissions 
Office. It should arrive today. 
 
2. Thank you for the invitation to have him participate in Band Day in 
November. We will be there early Saturday morning. 
 
Once again, appreciate your advise. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Chuck James 
10-3-2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi Bill, 
 
I just wanted to send you a note. We were at the UVA-Duke  game last weekend and were very 
impressed with the band.   You've really done a great job in a short amount of time. 
 
 
Jim Kluesner 
9/30/2005 
 
 
Mr. Pease, 
 
I just wanted to take a moment to say thank you for everything. This band was the deciding 
factor in my choosing UVa over the full scholarships I had from other schools, and I don't regret 
it one bit. The band, along with BV, has been the biggest part of my extraordinary college 
experience, and I have you to thank. Sometimes I think back a couple of years to painting the 
equipment room and sending the emails, etc. with Woody, Logan, Kyle, and Dave, and then I 
look at the band now and it gives me so much pride. I really appreciate this family of great 
players and marchers and people that the band is. What I appreciate just as much is you Mr. 
Pease. Thank you for being like my father away from home. My mom always asks about you, 
and she knows you're looking out for me, and my mom trusts noone with her baby. Again I say 
thank you. 
 
 
TJ 
9/27/2005 
 
 
Bill, 
 
Great job with the band on Saturday for the Duke game. You've done a lot with the group in the 
time you've been there. I don't know if you remember that I was the choral director at Plaza 
Middle immediatly before you were there, and went to here your group in New Orleans at the 
national MENC convention.. Super then too! (especially under the especially sad circumstances). 
 
I've since retired, sort of (after 34 yrs.). This year will be the second year that I'm teaching one 
class of chorus back at good old Plaza. I'm loving it, going in at 8:30 and leaving at 10:00.  
 
Don't want to hold you up. Just keeping in touch. 
 
Steve Sunderland 
9-25-2005 

 

 



Hello Bill, 
  
I want to thank you and the KKPsi members for inviting me and the other alumni to the event 
this past weekend.  Everyone did a great job of making us feel welcome and giving us 
an "insiders" view of the band.  It was a great day!   
  
I was most impressed with the musicianship and high quality of the band playing and marching.  
You have a great organization going there with lots of dedicated teamwork and it shows! 
  
Best wishes to you, your staff, and all of the band members. 
  
Jim Hodnett 
BSEE"60 
9/25/2005 
 
 
 
Mr. Pease, 
Coach Groh, 
  
I just wanted to let you know how much myself along with the thirty or so people at our tailgate 
love to here your band march down in front of the stadium before each game.  It really fires us 
up.  Thanks for bringing so much excitement.   
  
Since this started, our tailgate has wondered how big and exciting it would be for your drum line 
to come out a few minutes before the team and fire the crowd up.  Maybe 15 minutes or so.  This 
would get the crowd gathered and when the team shows up everyone would be pumped up.  We 
were just thinking of something that could get this crowd fired up.  Lets face it, Coach wants to 
turn this crowd a little more rowdy.  What better way to do it than for the drum line to lead the 
Hoo's down in front of the stadium each game.  People would know they are coming.  I fear that 
some of the more recent walks might have disappointed the players. We as Hoo fans need to do a 
better job!!       
  
I think the addition of your band was one of the biggest steps toward making this team a national 
powerhouse.  I also believe passionately about this idea!  I know that there has been a  buzz in 
the parking lot about this idea and people want to see it.  They will go crazy if you can make this 
happen. 
  
Thanks for listening and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
  
GO HOOS!! 
  
Mike Payne 
9/22/2005 
 
 



Hi Bill, 
 
What a pleasure to watch the band perform at the game on Saturday night...terrific sound and 
entertainment! 
 
I hope to get by a practice one night this week. There is a situation in NC going on with a dear 
friend of mine who is in critical condition at Duke. So I will see how that goes as I may need to 
rush back before the weekend. 
 
Great show! 
Sharon Boyd 
9-6-2005 
 
 
 
 
Hello Bill, 
Great job by you & staff & players! 
 
One important observation is that we could hear you much better this year once you were in the 
stands.  In the President's Box and surrounding areas, the band was much more audible. I don't 
know why. Maybe a larger band or electronics?  A bigger noise.  The lines looked pretty sharp. 
I particularly watched the fans before the game as you played at the Aquatic Center. Huge 
support!  I think it is very important that you continue to play amongst the crowd marching from 
your busses into the stadium. Close contact!!!! 
  
Good results from hard work. 
All the best, 
Alan Roberts 
9-4-2005 
 
 
 
Hi,  
My name is Kris Neil, and I host the Country Club in the Morning Radio Show in Staunton VA. 
I've also been a season ticket holder for UVA football for a number of years. 
 
I just thought I'd drop you a quick note letting you know how much I enjoyed the band 
performances at last years games. In fact, I just purchased the DVD of the performances from the 
Bookstore. It's a great keepsake to remember the games. 
 
I thank you for your time, and look forward to the season kicking off this Saturday! 
 
Kris Neil 
WKDW 
8-29-2005 



I have been so impressed with the CMB. I hope you and the staff continue the great work you 
have started in Charlottesville. I currently assist the band director at J.J. Kelly High School in 
Wise as well as produce their highlight videos and special features. The CMB makes me proud 
to be a UVa (Wise) grad and a Hoo! Keep up the great work!!! 
Rod Mullins 
8-25-2005 
 
 
 
Dear Maestro: 
  
I played trumpet in probably one of the last marching bands at UVA in 1950. We wore blue 
blazers, chalkcoal slacks and white bucks. We were not what you would call high steppers. I 
have just celebrated my 50th year as an alumnus. As a season ticket holder in both baskerball and 
football, I have watched with pride the splendid results of your leadership in the emergence of a 
fine and exciting college band. 
  
I noticed last year that there was a way for new band members to download music prior to 
arriving in C'ville, in order to get a head start with the music. Is there any such way that an old 
codger such as I could have access to the trumpet parts? I haven't played The Cavalier Song for 
many a year.   
  
Sincerely, 
  
Edward S. Fraher, Jr.,  Architecture '55 
8-20-2005 
 
 
 
Dear Bill, 
 
 I have played my new CD several times and am delighted with its quality. I'd say that it 
compares quite favorably with the one from Tech.....which is a good measure of the progress you 
have made in a short time, considering the fact that the "Highty Tighties" were an established 
organization as far back as I can remember! 
 
Al Groh said a mouthful when he made his statement about a championship football team 
needing a championship marching band. I'd go a step further and postulate that: "Athletic success 
and artistic achievement should be the inseparable companions of academic excellence." I 
believe we're now well on the way to attaining all three. 
 
Thanks for your help and keep up the good work. I'll do my best to get to a game or two this year 
to enjoy the fruits of our success in person. 
 
Alex T. Crockett 
8-12-2005 



Bill, 
Just wanted to thank you for the Band's performance at the Men's Lacrosse Game this past 
weekend vs. Maryland. We appreciate the game atmosphere that the band's presence helps 
create, and we also appreciate the group's weathering of the pre-game storms. I hope that we will 
see you this Saturday at our North Carolina Game. 
Again, the men's lacrosse team greatly appreciates your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marc Van Arsdale 
Assistant Lacrosse Coach 
4-4-2005 
 
 
 
I'm sending a short letter to the president and the AD under separate cover. And, obviously, I am 
very tardy in getting this feedback to you, namely: the marching band was absolutely fabulous 
last fall!! Thank you for a great job. I had a daughter who graduated from UVA about 7-8 years 
ago and back then the pep band was a disgrace. My son started at UVA in 2002. The pep band 
was still crummy and a disaster. For what it was worth, I finally wrote Mr. Casteen a letter about 
the pep band and how horrible it was. 

 Then my last daughter started at UVA last fall. We came for all the home football games. 
Honestly, I thought for certain it would take you 3-4 years to get a really top notch quality band 
up to speed. You did it the first year!!!!!!!! Just unbelievable. 
 

In ancient times, decades ago, I went to what I later realized was an excellent junior high school 
in Charleston, WVA. We had a superb marching band and orchestra. I then went on to Stonewall 
Jackson High School. I knew we were good, and I was later to realize that at that time (1959-
1962) the band there was as good as any band in the country. We had a 120-man marching band, 
a huge orchestra, and a dance band. I played in all and was the drum major my senior year. Our 
band won every contest you can imagine, including representing WVA in the Kennedy inaugural 
parade and a trip to the National Music Man Festival a year later. A couple years ago I visited the 
band web site and learned that those two years were the greatest for the band and its 
accomplishments in school history. 

I tell you all this not to brag, or to bore you, but to tell you, I know marching bands. And the one 
you produced last fall was out of this world. I literally cried every time the band took the field. 
Memories flooding me, and realizing the wonderful job you had done the first season out. 
Thanks. Keep up the good work. I hope you're blessed beyond imagination and I deeply 
appreciate what you're doing. Hope to see you this fall. 

A 3-time UVA parent, 
Phil Farthing (Norfolk) 
3-28-05 



Mr. Pease -- 
 
KUDO's to you and the Cavalier Band for a FINE performance at the ACC Women's Basketball 
Tournament in Greensboro. We (the UVA fans) all voted and decided that we had the best band 
this year! :-) 
 
Thanks again for making UVA sound so good at the tournament!! 
 
Jean DePiro 
3-7-2005 
 

Enjoyed chatting with you after the Women's basketball game Friday night.  Former band geeks 
ourselves, my wife and I both know what is involved in preparing for half-time shows and other 
performances.  Keep up the good work and try to feature the clarinets whenever you get a 
chance. 
 

Ed Thompson 
University of Virginia  
Accounts Payable Specialist 
1-31-2005 

______________________________________________________________________________  

Hello Mr. Pease  
  
  First, we want to say Happy New Year.  We are sorry that we didn't get in touch with you 
sooner to say just how much we appreciated all that you did for Kenton last year.  We can't say 
thank you enough.  What a difference a year makes.  He is now back in classes and we really feel 
that he will surely do what is expected of him.  You and the band have been a great influence on 
Kenton.  We sat at home and can't wait to watch the UVA game hoping we get a camera shot of 
the band.  Continued success with the band and touching the lives of so many young people.  
Great job Maestro!!  If we can ever be of any help to you, please don't hesitate to let us know.  
Thank you. 
  
Herman and Virginia Griffin 
  
"The CD was great! 
1-20-2005 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Dear Sir,  
Thanks you for doing such a wonderful job with the UVA marching band. I look forward to their 
performance at every home game. It elevates the football program. I love the costumes and 
especially the music, very profesionally done. Thanks for all you have done with this program. 
Please share with your band. Awesome job!!  
Toni Gimple 
12-28-2004 
 
 
 
Mr. Pease- 
  
I was at the UVA vs. Virginia Tech football game last Saturday and I cannot express how excited 
I was to see that UVA finally has an established Marching Band.  I am a recent graduate of 
Virginia Tech and a proud former member and Drum Major of the Marching Virginians.  In my 
years at VT, I've watched the former UVA pep band struggle for attention and receive much 
criticism from the students, fans and university.  What I saw on Saturday was what I've been 
waiting to see for years.  I watched your students perform with spirit, discipline and pride with 
their brand new uniforms and shinny new instruments.  I watched them move in unity in the 
stands, gracefully avoid a few obnoxious VT fans, and proudly take the field at half-time with 
the two VT bands.   
  
Many of my greatest memories in college were from my experiences in band.  There's nothing 
better than being the spirit that leads the student body in supporting their football team.   
Although my deepest loyalties go out to my Hokies, I have the utmost respect for the University 
of Virginia.  I'm so glad that the student body and future students of UVA now have the 
opportunity to participate in one of the greatest college football traditions. 
  
Congratulations on having the opportunity to lead such a great program. 
  
Please forward this to your staff and band members. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Laura Toni 
Program Manager 
City Year  Boston 
11-30-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Pease, 
  
Although I was at Saturday's game to support the Virginia Tech Hokies, I can't resist telling you 
how much I enjoyed watching and hearing the Cavalier Marching Band, even above the din of 
the sometimes unruly student section. Certainly I wasn't the only person in Lane Stadium with 
tears in my eyes as the two bands performed beautifully together at half time. I want to add that 
your band uniforms are striking and oh so smartly designed. 
  
Thank you for putting the Cavalier Marching Band on a similar successful trajectory as the 
University of Virginia! (Yes, I'm a Hokie with a bit of 'Hoo blood from my dad.) You're doing a 
great job! 
  
Best regards,  
Penny Lloyd 
11-29-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
I have been following UVa's football team since I was 11 years old and have had season tickets 
since 1985. I've also attended most of the road games in those years and wanted to commend you 
on the outstanding first year job done by the Cavalier Marching Band. In Atlanta, the band was 
terrific and really fired up the crowd. I had the pleasure of sitting about 10 rows directly behind 
the band at Bobby Dodd Stadium and it was a great college football experience. In fact, it was 
the best time I have had at a road game in a long time and a lot of it was due to the enthusiasm 
that the band created as well as the excitement created by the team in beating Georgia Tech 30-
10. While we weren't quite as happy with the outcome of the Virginia Tech game this past 
Saturday, I again thought that the band was awesome. The atmosphere that is created when the 
band is present is immeasurable. Hopefully in the future, we will be able to have the band at as 
many road games as possible. Having said all of that about the last 2 road games, I also want to 
say that I enjoyed EVERY performance at Scott Stadium. I can't go on enough about the 
enjoyment that your ensemble creates in the stands. 
 
Keep up the good work and CONGRATULATIONS ON AN OUTSTANDING YEAR!! 
 
Most Sincerely, 
Chip Brown 
11-29-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



William: 

I wanted to drop you a note and congratulate you on a great start with the marching band 
program at UVA.  I am a Tech fan and season ticket holder, but thought you guys really sounded 
super and added to the game day excitement this past Saturday.  I’m sure an undertaking like the 
one you encountered is rewarding and challenging and I wanted you to know that even the 
“enemy” was impressed with your efforts to date.  That said do you all plan on producing a 
recording in the near future?  If so I would be interested in purchasing one or making a donation 
to the band for any recording you may currently have. 

 Thank you and your kids for your performance on Saturday.  I wish you the best and good luck 
in your upcoming bowl game. 

Best regards, 

Alex Almond 
Director, Business Development  
 
HealthTalk 
11-29-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Pease, 
  
As a parent of a UVA football player, I cannot tell you how much we appreciated the presence of 
the band at the Georgia Tech game this weekend.  I feel the energy and spirit they displayed 
played a huge part in motivating the players and in keeping the fans focused.  I would bet that if 
they had been in Tallahassee with us, the FSU game might have been different. 
  
I just wanted to be sure you were aware that all of the hard work and sacrifice of your musicians 
is greatly appreciated and is an integral part of the football experience at UVA.  Thank you again 
for traveling to Atlanta.  We certainly hope to see you in Blacksburg!!! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Donna Hughes 
11-22-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
Just to let you know (as we are sure others have already!!) the CMB sounded and looked 
FANTASTIC on ABC TV. There was a lot of coverage of the Cavaliers - much more so than 
GT's band. We saw Rachel 4 times as well as you directing. 
 
Every time Walli Lundy had the ball we heard the Darth Vader theme loud and clear....every 
time UVA scored we heard the school's song. It was marvelous. I know the team heard you as 
well and that it was a contributing factor to their first success at GT since 1994. 
 
May you play loud and often at VT. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family. 
 
Greg and Laurie Redfern 
11-21-2004 
 
 
 
Hey there- 
  
As a Wahoo fan living in Hawaii...it's great to see the marching band doing such a good job!  It's 
also nice to finally be able to hear our band playing over the TV and to hear the Good Ole Song 
after we score!  Y'all got a lot of TV time yesterday, so I think you impressed the cameramen 
too! 
 
I can't wait until we make it back to the mainland and I get to see y'all perform in person-
hopefully, next season. 
  
Thank you for all of your hard work.  Keep it up! 
  
GO HOOS!! 
  
Tara Wheeler Prather 
Comm '90 
11-21-2004 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Bill and Elizabeth: 
 
Yesterday, I attended the Frank Hereford Memorial Service -- part of the ceremony was a group 
from the Band playing New Orleans style music ("When the Saints Go Marching In") and 
leading the attenders from Cabell Hall to Carr's Hill -- the ten-person band was wonderful. They 
made us all very proud! Everyone was complimentary. They even LOOKED like they were from 
New Orleans. 
 
Of course, I knew this was happening at the same time you had a group in Atlanta and had a 
wonderful group at U-Hall for the basketball game on Friday night. You are getting so much 
done -- and of course, we keeping asking for more! I cannot tell you how grateful we are for the 
effort that you and the band members are making and the extraordinary quality of every 
performance. I personally want to thank you for all that is being done, for your patience and for 
your endurance -- I know it is not easy. 
 
Leonard 
 
Leonard W. Sandridge 
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer 
11-20-2004 
 
 
 
Dear Bill: 
And greetings from Palm Beach.  The GT game was blacked out down here but I was able to 
hear it by internet link with WINA radio. 
  
The band, even at half strength, was louder and clearer over the radio than I have heard them all 
year in the President's Box, every game. It was great!  In practice, you were always asking for 
"more tuba", but at the GT game, they were loud & clear and fine over the radio. 
  
I keep telling you this, but UVa fans everywhere are absolutely thrilled by your band. These 
students are giving it everything.  Great job, everyone. Be sure to tell them we are listening all 
over the country. 
Best regards, 
Alan Roberts  '64 
11-20-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We had a great time at the Miami game. Everything was great---- practice, food, President's 
house, guest soloists, Virginia's band performance---WOW!!! WHAT A GREAT JOB YOU 
ARE DOING IN ONLY ONE YEAR!  Thanks for letting us sit with the band. We are looking 
forward to playing with the pep band during basketball season.  
Susan 
11-17-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hi Bill, 
 
I had heard the news when I was visiting Kempsville a few weeks ago that you are the new band 
director at UVA. Congratulations!!! Then just a few minutes ago I saw the UVA-Miami game 
and, wow, what a different band from what I remember seeing the last time I was at a Virginia 
game. :-) Then the football commentators said the band had made a big difference in the fans 
support for the football team this year and it had really helped. Congrats again!!! I know you are 
having the time of your life. Enjoy it--you deserve it!! 
 
Well, just wanted to wish you well and to congratulate you on your wonderful job.  
 
Take care, 
Ann Parker 
11-13-2004 
 
 
 
Mr. Pease, 
  
Reid Wodicka here from Lynchburg (I was your runner at the Lynchburg Classic). I just wanted 
to tell you how much I enjoyed seeing the band perform at the football game this past Saturday.  
  
Have a great day, 
Reid Wodicka 
11-11-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Bill & the UVA Marching Band Members -- 
 
We would like to thank you so very much for your input last evening as well as for taking time to 
examine our CD. We appreciate your allowing us to invade your precious practicing time. We 
are very grateful for your comments/questions/concerns and we will direct them to the 
appropriate people. Your comments will also be extremely beneficial as we examine the needs 
and issues for a new student system. Please pass along our sincere thanks to everyone. 
 
Keep playing that wonderful music!! GO WAHOOS!!! :) 
 
Kathy 
********************************** 
Kathy Y. Woodson 
Business and Events Manager 
Office of the University Registrar 
University of Virginia 
11-10-2004 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Pease: 

Congratulations on your marching band.  It sounds fabulous.  I was a part of the Furman 
University (Greenville, SC) way back in the 70's but live outside Washington, DC now. 

I know the last remaining game with Virginia Tech is probably sold out and I don't really care 
about the game anyway, but do you know of any way I can see your band perform in the near 
future? 

P.S.  Do you need any 53 year old majorettes? 

Sincerely, 

Karen Murphy 
11-10-2004 
 

 

 

 

 



Bill, 

First, I’d like to say congrats on bringing us a big time band.  Your kids have shown great 
enthusiasm for the ‘Hoos and they’ve done a remarkable job this season with such a short 
amount of time to prepare.  Keep up the good work. 

Second, I’d like to make a request on behalf of many Wahoo fans.  You are probably aware of 
the Cavalier Walk that takes place prior to each home game.  This started last year when one of 
our message board members (Jon Baliles) suggested to Coach Groh that we implement a ‘walk’ 
of sorts prior to the Virginia Tech game.  Coach Groh agreed and the experience was a total 
success.  Thousands of fans lined the walkway next to the Engineering School (Thornton Hall 
and Engineer’s Way).  The overwhelming turnout surprised the players and jacked them up.  The 
result was a domination of Virginia Tech, and many of the players stated after the game that the 
turnout played an important part in their mental preparation. 

The upcoming Miami game is as big a game as any we’ve seen at Scott Stadium this year.  With 
implications of an ACC title, a chance at a landmark victory over one of the most notable teams 
in all of college football, and with it being the last home game of the season, it’s important to 
have a great turnout and quality vibe for our players and our fans.  While the Walk has taken 
place before every game this year, most have not been large turnouts, or at least not the level of 
turnout from the VT game last season.  I’m pushing for this to be the biggest turnout of rabid 
Wahoo fans yet. 

I’m not sure if it’s possible for you logistically, but we’d like to see the band out there at the 
Cavalier Walk to help set the tone for the fans and players as they prepare to beat the 
Hurricanes.  We’re expecting a large turnout of fans, and I’m pushing this as much as possible 
this week.  I’d like to be able to tell people that the band can make it, or maybe a portion of it.  
Will that be possible? 

  

Thanks for your time, and GO HOOS! 

  

Mike Ingalls 

TheSabre.com 
11-10-2004 
 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
  
You probably don't remember me but this is Brad Ward (bass trombone) from your old 
Kempsville High School days.  I was writing this to say congratulations on the new position.  My 
mom actually told me that you were the director of bands at UVA now.  She is friends with a 
parent of one of the freshmen in your band (last name Buck).  I saw the marching band on TV 
last week and was very impressed.  It's nice to see a marching band there now!  I am actually 
teaching now!!!  I am a resource math teacher at Holland elementary.  I don't play much any 
more....only at church, but I'm slowly increasing the amount of time I spend playing and 
practicing.  Anyway, just wanted to say congrats, and to thank you for being an awesome 
director and influence in high school!! 
  
Brad Ward 
11-9-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Sir:  
I would like to congratulate you on the performances and success of the new UVA Marching 
Band. 
 
You have done a great job of bringing the musicians together to perform for the fans and bring a 
new level of spirit to our games. As someone who marched in a band in High School (many 
years ago), I remember how difficult and time consuming it was to learn the formations and 
routines. And, our director would not let us "dance". The band looks and sounds great. 
Thank you.  
 
I would also like to thank you for playing the Star Spangled Banner in a manner that allows the 
fans to sing along. It is a difficult song, for some, and since timing is everything, sticking to the 
way it was written is greatly appreciated. It's a song I love to sing.  
 
Thanks again and please pass my congrats along to all the band members.  
Ellen C. Manson, Santee, SC 
11-8-2004 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



Hello Bill: 
Congratulations on the great job at Saturday's game. 
 
You have brought a whole new dimension to life at UVa with high energy and fun music. 
There were numerous alumni in the President's Box seeing you for the first time. Very,very 
impressed and happy to enjoy these excellent musicians. 
 
Our thanks go out to all of you.  Having been away for a month, I look forward to attending your 
practice this week. 
Best regards, 
Alan Roberts 
11-7-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Mr. Pease,  

I continue to marvel at the accomplishments of the new marching band.  They bring additional 
excitement to the football atmosphere at Virginia.  Please congratulate all of the members and 
tell then what a wonderful job they are doing.  I would have loved to have seen them at the Duke 
game and am glad they will travel to Blacksburg for the final game of the regular season.  What 
is the possibility that the band will travel to Virginia’s bowl game?  Again, congratulations!  

  

Deborah Bowyer 
Instructional Technology Specialist 
Alleghany County Public Schools 
11-1-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
I asked for permission from Ms. Bourne of Coach Groh's office, to forward this to you. I had 
written to Coach Groh to offer our support after the team lost to FSU.  
 
I thought you would appreciate his very appropriate comments on the Band's contribution to the 
team and the school. 
 
I also wanted to ask if it would be possible this Saturday after the game while the Band is still on 
the field, for Laurie and I to get a picture of Rachel in her uniform. I will be on travel (RATS!!!!) 
during the Miami game so it is our last chance to get a picture of us together and I was hoping 
we could take it on the field. Of course if this is not permissible I completely understand. 
 
You have done a wonderful job with the Band this year and I know it will only grow as time 
goes on. Rachel has cherished her experience at UVA and the Band has been a special part of 
it.... 
 
All the best, 
 
Greg and Laurie Redfern 
11-1-2004 
 
 
Dear Greg and Laurie, 
 
Thanks for so much for your support and encouraging words. We have a  challenging month in 
front of us, but we are excited about the  opportunities that are out there. 
 
The Cavalier Band has been FANTASTIC and has really helped to elevate  the energy and 
intensity in the stadium. I hope that your daughter  is having fun. 
 
We will look forward to working together -- team, fans, and band --  to making the next two 
home games great days! 
 
Go 'HOOS!!! 
 
Al Groh 
11-1-2004 
 

 

 

 



Dear William Pease, 
 
I attended the University Of Virginia from 1971 -1974 on football scholarship. The defensive 
line coach during the 1972 season was non other than Al Groh. Needless to say I am thrilled 
beyond belief at the success of all UVA athletics, especially the football program. 
 
After watching the Clemson game on television Thursday night and getting my first glimpse of 
the UVA marching band, I am impressed with the work you have done with the band in such a 
short period of time. Also, it is phenomenal how a prime time band compliments prime time 
athletics at such a prestegious academic University. No doubt this will help with the recruitment 
of students as  
well as student athletes. 
 
Continued success with the band going forward.  
 
Christopher D. Turner 
10-13-2004 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

As football season ticket holders, we just wanted to tell you the new marching band is just great. 
Tremendous progress has been made in a very short period of time. 
 
My husband and I are both former marching band members from our high school days and my 
husband in the military. We both can appreciate the time and effort it takes to prepare for the 
game day performances. The uniforms are very attractive. 
 
We both wish you much success with the future of the WAHOO marching band. 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
K. Wayne & Patsy A. Kei 
Williamsburg, Virginia 
10-13-2004 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 



October 8, 2004 
 
 
Bill Pease 
The University 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
The Seven Society is well aware of the positive contributions the new Cavalier Marching Band is 
making to the University’s football team, alumni, and student body. In just its first full year, the 
band has already bolstered school spirit both within the confines of Scott Stadium and in the 
greater University community. 
 
With this mind, the Seven Society seeks your assistance in making a presentation to the band, the 
football team, and the University. At halftime of either of the home football games in November, 
the Seven Society hopes that the band could form the Seven Society symbol on the field of the 
Stadium while a letter is read to all University supporters in attendance. Please respond to this 
letter with an e-mail addressed to thesevensociety@hotmail.com. 
 
The Seven Society thanks you for your time and looks forward to your thoughts on the feasibility 
of this proposal. Congratulations on your success thus far and good luck the rest of this season. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Seven Society 
10-8-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hello Bill: 
The band was simply terrific at the Clemson game.  You kind of marched right past everyone at 
the tailgate Thursday night, but the program was great.  The President & guests all enjoyed the 
post game concert.  Thanks for the music! 
You are part of the wonderful life here at UVA. 
Alan Roberts 
10-8-2004 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hello Mr. Pease! 
 
Just a brief note to forward my sincere congratulations to you, your staff, and all members of the 
new Cavalier Marching Band at UVa. I was most impressed with your first performance, 
as was the entire stadium, at the UNC game on September 11th. The visual and aural impacts of 
your presentations were simply awesome, and the obvious hard work in preparation by all is 
most commendable. Your leadership and organizational skills are a tremendous inspiration. Best 
wishes to you in all future endeavors. 
 
Fraternally, 

Stephen Millard 
10-8-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
 
I was watching the UVA vs Clemson game on TV last night and was impressed by the sound of 
the band. The crowd seemed to really enjoy what the band brought to the atmosphere. Even the 
TV commentators were commenting on it and at one point, they even stopped talking and 
asked the TV audience to listen to the band and see how much the crowd was into it. 
Congratulations for making a great band. 
 
-Mark LaCroix 
10-8-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bill, 
 
I think the reason the UVA football team is off to such a great start is due entirely to the new 
marching band!! I meant to email you before now, but things have been busy around here. I 
wanted to congratulate you on being the band director at UVA. Great gig!!  
  
After 11 years as a high school band director, I am now in my second year as a middle school 
director. I now have even more appreciation for what you were doing at Plaza.  
   
Take care, 
Barry Flowe 
 
 
 

My son and I were lucky enough to have great seats for the Syracuse football game on 25 
September — very high up near the 50 yard line — so we had the best possible view of your half 
time show as well as the other activities on the field that day. 
 
First I would like to congratulate you on the job you and the band have done this year. As 
someone who spent a number of years in a really fine high school cadet marching band, I can 
only say I have been amazed at the professional results you have gotten from your performers in 
the short time you've had for training and organization. We marveled at the first class display the 
band put on, especially during the half. The color and precision of your show were spectacular. 
 
 
Matt Kayhoe 
10-6-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Hey Bill,  I came to the last two games and the band is terrific.  Man do they love you guys.  and 
you fit right into the rest of the traditions great.  Just wanted to say congrats. 
  
Also, if you happen to decide to record a CD, I sure would like a copy or two here.  Oh yea, the 
van halen thing was great!, but we needed more mic on the guitar.  O well, whats an old rocker 
to do. 
  
Hope its all been fun! 
  
BAC 
 

Brian Cockburn 
Head, Music Library/Assoc. Prof. of Music 
James Madison University 
10-1-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
  
Here comes another accolade!  You are probably being bombarded with them. 
  
This fall it has been a wonderful treat to enjoy the UVA Marching Band.  What a good decision 
to develop this program.  I am so excited when the band comes onto the field this football season 
and my heart swells with pride for the the band and UVA.  As much as I have enjoyed extolling 
UVA's great football skills this season with my family and friends, we are likewise extolling the 
talents of the UVA Marching Band.  My heartiest congratulations to you all.  Thank you for your 
and all the students' hard work. 
  
Incidentally, my niece, Stacey Trader, works at the Music Department -- you may know her. 
  
All the Best, 
Beverly 

Beverly D. Amato 
Legal Secretary 
McGUIREWOODS LLP 
9-29-2004 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 It has been a pleasure to see and hear the marching band this season. We have noted great 
improvements with presentation and strategic manuevers on and off the field as the football 
game progresses. The band has been a wonderful partner with the team on game days.  We look 
forward to your next appearance on October 7.  Congratulations! 
Guy and Joan Wright 
Staunton, VA 
9-28-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
    
Dear Mr. Pease,  
  
I was at the UVA/Syracuse game on Saturday and wanted to congratulate you and the students!  
The band sounds really great and the enthusiasm for the band in the stands is very strong.  My 
uncle graduated from UVA in 1969 and took several family members to the game despite the 
fact that most of us were routing for Syracuse.  I was sitting up in section 525 and enjoyed the 
pre-game and half-time shows too.   
  
As I listened to the band, I was struck by the sound.  I heard sounds reminiscent of the University 
of Michigan band under Gary Lewis (90-92) from my years at UM (90-92).  I don't know if you 
would find that to be a compliment or not, but I really enjoyed hearing the band.  Keep up the 
great work!!  I took a few pictures which I can email to you in a few days after I find the 
directions on how to use the USB cables :) 
  
Hilary Vrooman 
Director of Bands/Orchestras 
Earle B. Wood MS 
9-26-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
 
I just thought I would let you know how refreshing it has been to listen and watch the new 
marching band. I have had season football tickets for many years and have really missed not 
having a REAL band perform that belongs to UVA.  The Charlottesville Band and the Ohio State 
band that played here were both very good and it showed us all what we were missing until now. 
THANKS! 
 
I will say they sound great they look sharp and they make us proud. If that is you up on the 
platform you do an excellent job up there and on the field. 
 
I didn't mean to take up a lot of your time but did want you to know how very happy I am along 
with others to be able to experience such a new refreshing sound and look. 
 
Thanks again and have a very nice day. 
Tanya :) 
 
PS I work at UVA for ITC upstairs from the Registrar's office. 
 
Tanya M. Adams :) 
Quality Assurance 
Information Technology and Communication 
University of Virginia 
9-23-2004 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
  
Congratulations from Fauquier on the television debut.  The halftime show was covered-up by 
the network I watched, but the band looked great in the opening ceremonies.  I like the new 
uniforms.  Some of our parents here have gone to a game and they were quite impressed with the 
show.  Great work! 
   
We are still looking at the possibility of having a Division I Corps relocate to our area.  I hope 
you and UVA can find time to be a part of it's formative years.  Your skill set and experience 
would be appreciated as a voice in this choir. 
  
Take care and continued success ... 
  
Kenn Phillips 
Drum Corps in Fauquier 
9-23-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Dear William, 
 
I'm a member of the UVA Engineering School Staff. I attended the Akron/UVa game this past 
Saturday to see the UVa Marching Band perform for the first time. I wanted to let you know how 
impressed and proud I was when I saw them. It is such a welcome change over our former "pep 
band". It brought back wonderful memories when I too was a member of a marching band for 
several years. Thanks so much for helping make this happen! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Frey 
 
Carolyn D. Frey 
Education Support Specialist 
SEAS Undergraduate Office 
9-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Pease:  
 
I'm a UVA alumnus (College of Arts & Sciences 1995) and a football season-ticket holder and I 
obtained your e-mail address from a person posting on thesabre.com.  I hope you will not resent 
my sending a quick e-mail to offer a suggestion on the new Marching Band.  I will admit to you 
that, prior to this season, I was somewhat skeptical of the marching band concept because of a 
general long-term antipathy towards marching bands among a lot of UVA fans--I just wasn't sure 
that a "traditional marching band" would work at UVA.  I'm happy to say that the band's 
performance on Saturday at the Akron game changed my opinion, especially as it was the first 
time in several years that the whole stadium could hear a UVA band!  (I didn't want to form an 
opinion after the UNC game because it was the first performance after minimal training time and 
there were inevitable kinks to be resolved.)  Having this sort of band is an adjustment, but 
anything that gets the crowd fired up is a good thing in my worldview.  
 
------------------------------------------------- 
Richard B. Rogers 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
9-20-2004 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



As someone who was very skeptical about a marching band, I can only say that this has been one 
tremendous improvement! You guys sound and look great. Thanks!!! 

Jim Agnew 

Coll ‘77 
9-20-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill 
  
Congratulations to you, your staff, and the students of the Cavalier Marching Band for a 
wonderful day of performances at the game this past Saturday. From the last segment of 
rehearsal on the turf field, to the parade through the grounds, to the shows on the field, and the 
never ending energetic playing in the stands---it was a treat to watch and to listen to.  
  
This band has a heck-UVA (pun intended sound and a fine sense of marching as well. You all do 
not in any way look like a band that just began this season. Most college bands, as you know, are 
not always the most precise with their feet---but you all showed some fine marching technique 
and already look better than most. It is almost scary as to how quickly this band will become 
really really good.  
  
It is with a great sense of pride that I watch my LCB Band alum and your drum captain David 
Brown in the group. I look forward to having more of our band kids join the CMB in following 
years. You can bet I will be a huge advocate for you and your band in Chesterfield County Va!! 
  
Also, on a personal note, thanks for taking the time out of your busy morning to visit with myself 
and my family after rehearsal You made a real impression on my son, a potential drumline 
member. You can bet his circle of friends will know all about the CMB by second period this 
morning!! 
  
I hope the "higher-ups" at UVa know what it is that they have in this band and continue to treat 
you all well. No matter how the fortunes of the team goes from year to year--they have a band 
that everyone connected with the University can be very proud of!!! 
  
Go 'Hoos!!!!  
  
Regards 
  
ES 
  
Earl E. Shaffer, Jr 
9-20-2004 



Pease, 
 
Matt here...I just wanted to pass along my congratulations on the success of the marching band in 
such a short amount of time. I was pretty close to you guys on Saturday at the football game and 
I heard nothing but tight fills, quick notes, and fullness of sound. The marching formation was 
awesome as well.....very impressive. I am quite disappointed I did not get involved with the 
marching band....but hopefully I can do it next fall. I am very excited about basketball band 
though. Can't wait to get back on the set.....hope the rest of football season treats you well and I 
will see you soon as basketball season kicks off..... 
 
Matt 
9-19-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

I want to congratulate all of the members, directors, etc on the wonderful initial performance on 
Saturday. It was fabulous and I heard MANY comments to that effect in the stands. 
 
I have been waiting 53 years for this! 
 
Jack Prestia '55 
9-15-2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
 
Please pass this on to the men and women of the Cavalier Marching Band. 
 
My throat clutched and tears began to well up as the Cavalier Band took the field for the pre-
game show. You looked sharp; the snap was there! I knew we were in for a treat. 
 
Please accept my most sincere congratulations for a very good opening day performance: pre-
game, half-time, and post-game. 
 
You are in the process of making your traditions. Use every rehearsal, performance, and road trip 
to make them ones of which you will be proud for the rest of your lives. Pass on GOOD 
traditions to those who will follow you for the next 100 years here in Charlottesville. This is 
important. 
 
I speak to you as an old bandsman, first from Hobart High School, and then from the University 
of Michigan. I had the fortune to be part of a 100-year tradition of fine musicians and spirited 
bandsmen. I performed under the batons of William D. Revelli and George Cavender near the 
end of the Revelli era at Michigan. 
 
I have served my bands as concert master, drum major, rank leader, and assistant conductor. 
From my graduation at Michigan I had the honor of holding the post of Conductor of Bands and 
Chairman of the Music Department at Belleville High School, between Ann Arbor and Detroit. 
 
From that background I say to you, "There is no more lasting memory than the spirit of your 
fellow bandsmen." Adopt an old saying from the U-M Band – Not as Good As, but Better Than. 
 
Work toward perfection in every step and every note. Start together. Stop together. Learn to find 
the stillness between the moves that are the hallmark of a stellar marching organization. Learn 
your parts. Play with a fine, big tone. Never sacrifice tone and intonation for volume. 
 
Continue to make us proud of you and UVA as members of the Cavalier Marching 
Band. 
-- 
Greg Heuer, CSI 
Director, Training & Member Services 
Architectural Woodwork Institute 
9-15-2004 

 

 

 

 



Dear Bill Pease 
A little background: I am a graduate of the University of Michigan and didn't miss a home game 
in 13 years while getting my three degrees so I have seen many hot bands including Ohio State (I 
hate to admit that one).  I am also a retired UVA faculty member (29 years at the Curry School 
of Education) and a holder of season footballl and basketball tickets. I saw a lot of the scatter 
band which was enjoyable in the beginning but seemed to faulter in the past few years. 
  
Last Saturday's inaguaral performance of the Cavalier Maching Band was awesome!  Everyone 
around us in the stands agreed and we all said, "I can't believe we'd ever see this day at UVA."  I 
imagine you felt much pressure coming into the stadium but the first few minutes should have 
defused any concerns.  You and your musicians were far beyond our expectations.  The uniforms 
are superb - what a great design job.   The band gave us all a huge boost and I am sure the team 
felt it as well.  You got us jazzed-up.  The kids will be joining you in droves in the years to 
come.   We wish you all the best and how proud we are to have you on the UVA faculty. 
  
Just an aside: Would you consider lowering the key for the Good Ole Song? It's a bit high right 
now. 
  
Thank you for all your diligent work and long hours of planning and practicing. 
  
Go Hoos 
Chuck Heuchert 
9-15-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear President Casteen: 
  
Congratulations on the superb marching band – it’s such a first-class addition! 
We were impressed with their uniforms, music, formations, and overall excellence.  We noticed 
that they adapted as the game went along, contributing in a very appropriate way and improving 
as they went.   
The much larger sound is needed in the stadium’s present size, and it is none too loud over in 
section 523.  “The Good Old Song” is quite impressive with all the brass behind it. 
  
Fran & Joel Crandall 
9-15-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



F/J--Thank you for this note.  I agree with you about the band, and I think that everyone except 
Bill Pease was surprised by how well all of it came together.  (Bill knew all along that he could 
do it.)  We are working on the sound system because not all sections could hear the seated 
performances equally well, and I have asked Athletics to resume the former practice of running 
the words to the Good Old Song across the electronic sign boards above the press box and the 
box where I sit.  Various people told me that they needed some help with the words.  One couple 
said that they never really wanted to learn them until they heard the band, but that now they do.  
You are kind to write.   
Best wishes,  
John Casteen 
9-15-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Congratulations on a great Premier Edition of the UVa Cavalier Marching Band. 

I am Austin Reynolds’ Dad and really enjoyed seeing him get back to his element.  I have 
enclosed a few of the pictures we took (blow them up to 100% to appreciate them, and especially 
the perfect format of the Baritone player.) 

What was really great about this was sitting in the grandstands and listening to the students.  
They were really impressed and actually stayed at half time to see the performance.  You should 
get a really big turnout for next year’s tryouts. 

Good Luck, 

Ranny Reynolds 
9-14-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Bill, 
 
I just wanted to congratulate you on a great start on Saturday! I heard lots of wonderful reports, it 
seems that you're off to a terrific start, winning the hearts and minds of Wahoos. I'm in awe of 
what you've accomplished. 
Best wishes, 
Karen 
-- 
Karen L. Ryan 
Associate Dean for the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
College of Arts and Sciences 
9-14-2004 



Just wanted to let you know how much we enjoyed the Cavalier Marching Band's debut 
performance this past Saturday.  Congratulations on a job well done. Keep up the good work.   
  
Go Hoos! 
  
Ed & Bev Wooldridge 
9-14-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bill: 
I am your fellow guest coach from last years Wake Forest game and as promised, I am giving 
you feedback from Saturdays game. 
1. the parking lot was full of excitement concerning the marching band.  People were really 
looking forward to what was to take place. 
  
2 The band looked great.  Everything I heard was very positive as to the uniforms. 
  
3  While the number (reported to be 170) was less than I expected your performance was first 
class. 
  
4 When the band came on the field, the hair on my neck stood up and that's good. 
  
5 Probably the words need to be posted on the big screen for the good old song to be in sync with 
the music because we were all over the place. 
  
6. Your performance was  tasteful and first class as befitting the University. 
  
7. For what it is worth, before I played football, I played trombone in the band and I like to see 
the slides held up like the UVA band. 
  
I am looking forward to the next game,  congratulations on a job well done, so far. 
  
John Marlow 
9-14-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Will, 
 
It was great talking with you Saturday night at U-Hall. How refreshing to have someone affliated 
with the U stop and talk with some of the "common" folk, ha ha! I think if the band feels up to it 
after the game they should come on down to U-Hall play some tunes and have an after party with 
us! Wouldn't that be rockin! Anyway, just wanted to let you know you're doing an excellent job! 
The band is awesome and oh so cavalier! 
 
 
 
Heidi-hoo =0) 
9-14-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Bill, 
What a wonderful addition to game day your marching band made on Saturday.  The 
uniforms are fantastic!  It has been too long for such, and the initial appearance was just great. 
  
 I was amazed at what you've accomplished in such a short time.  I'm sure from your perspective 
there were bumps in the road, but for the Cavalier fans it was a great presentation.   
  
I got to see the band up close as they came through the parking lot to Bryant Hall, and every 
thing was just wonderful.  Liked your entrance, also.  Just a special way to bring them onto the 
field. 
  
Thank you for all of your hard work in making this "dream" for many of us a reality.  Please 
convey on to the band members, flag squad and majorette my thanks as well for a most 
outstanding beginning.  It all was great! 
  
GO HOOS! 
  
Sonny Seay 
Newport News 
9-14-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hey Bill 
  
I know your in-box has been slammed with congratulatory e-mails, so I waited until this morning 
to write. Congratulations on a huge opening day performance last Saturday. I was not there--but I 
watched on TV and listened to the radio broadcast as well. Everyone seemed to just love the 
band. You sounded great on the air and I am sure it was even better live. The uniforms turned out 
great as well.  
  
I have met you before when you were at JMU--but I realize you meet a lot of folks in that 
position. Looking forward to re-introducing myself this weekend. I am planning to be there 
Saturday and look forward to hearing the band. Lets hope the hurricane will miss. Speaking of 
hurricanes, I also have tickets for the Miami game so hopefully the weather will cooperate then if 
not this weekend. My son will be with me--a 10th grade percussionist, wants to go to UVa. now. 
My wife and I are JMU MRD alums and our kids are MRD "legacys" but UVa seems to be tops 
on his list for now anyway. I am a Kappa Kappa Kappa Psi founding father at JMU as well 
  
Your drum captain, David Brown is an alum of my band at Lloyd C. Bird, so I have a special 
interest in things in your program. He has been raving about the band and you as well---really is 
fired up!! Got a big e-mail from him on Sunday talking about the day. He is a great young man 
for sure. My daughter is a second yearat UVa, but not involved in band. She was a chorus 
student in high school(where did I go wrong!!).  
  
My band has had the honor to perform at Scott Stadium twice--fall of 2000 and last year vs 
Georgia Tech. The crowds have been so good to my kids both times--I know they have been 
hungry for a "real" band. I have gotten to know Andrew Rader real well during that time and 
have enjoyed the time we have spent together in preparation for our performances.  
  
I will try to find you and re-introduce myself to you on Saturday when you have a brief second 
during warmups or some time like that. Can't wait to hear the band!!! 
  
Go Hoos!! 
  
ES.  
  
Earl E. Shaffer, Jr 
Director of Bands 
Lloyd C. Bird High School 
9-14-2004 
 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mr. Pease, 
  
Thank you very much for the invitation to attend your debut on Saturday.  As a prospective 
member I was happy to be there.  I thought the performance was amazing for a new organization 
- it was so musically tight.  Good luck for the rest of the season. 
  
  
Colin Grimes 
Manhasset High School 
Manhasset, New York 
Class of '05 
9-13-2004 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
  
First of all, I would just like to congratulate you on the preformance of the band in the UNC 
game.  They were very good and very well prepared.  However, I noticed that after touchdowns, 
it was very hard to hear the band start up the Good Ol Song, thus making it hard to get 
everybody in unison.  I am not sure how much power you have over the "loudness" of the band, 
but I thought I would mention it.  Also, in between the plays, me and my friends thought that the 
percussion could have been playing much louder, in order to match the energy of the fans.  
Again, I do not know how much power you have to change this.  Besides that, it was an amazing 
show, especially the pregame preformance.  GREAT JOB!! 
  
Sincerely, 
Matt Hupman (First-Year SEAS Undergrad) 
9-13-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pease.   
My son, Patrick Carlson is one of the euphonium players in UVA's marching band.  His 
experience in the band has cast his first weeks of college in a positive light.  I particularly 
enjoyed being invited onto the field at the end of your practice last Sat. afternoon, and your 
comments were inspiring.  Thank you for your work with the band.  It was the highlight of the 
football game. 
Sincerely, Sue Carlson, M.D. 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Bill, 
 
I just wanted to congratulate you on the debut of the marching band. From what I could see 
watching the game on T.V., the band looked very impressive. I also heard many compliments 
from people who attended the game. You have done an amazing job putting your band together 
in such a short time. Good luck with the rest of the season. 
 
I am hoping to come down for this Saturday's game against Akron. If I can make it, I will try to 
stop by and introduce myself. 
 
Best regards, 
 
--Dave Black 
FVPB 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill, 
  
You and the band far exceeded my expectations Saturday! I really, really enjoyed their 
performances and thought this was possibly the best "fan atmosphere" I have ever experienced at 
a Virginia game. You really set me up with that entrance too - It did not surprise me to see the 
smallish band coming out for the first time. But then the rest of them started pouring out of 
seemingly everywhere and they just kept coming and coming! I was giddy as a school girl and as 
happy and proud as I could be! I'm sure you're focused on fixing details but please know that you 
really wow'ed me Saturday. 
  
Keep up the good work! 
  
Waddill Stewart 
SEAS '97 
9-13-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi Bill –  

class of 1990, were so psyched for your pregame and halftime performances - they were great.  
We just have a problem with the Good Ole Song after scoring. 

I sit directly across from the student section, lower level, and I can hardly hear the music.  Even 
the student section is split in 2 groups as far as what words they are on.   

We need to find a way to get the whole stadium together! (Just needs to be louder). 

Also, the U-V-A GO HOOS GO after the Good Ole Song should be piped in on the speakers 
every time.  When we switched to that later in the game, many more people participated.  That 
just needs to be loud to get everybody going, and it doesn't seem that your group is big enough 
yet. 

We all loved the halftime show!  bravo to you and all of your work. 

Michelle 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

As a Virginia fan who always loved the Pep band, I have to congratulate you and the members of 
the Cavalier Marching Band. Saturday's performance was wonderful! After reading various 
articles from a variety of sources, I expected the level of precision that was exhibited. I am 
thrilled to see so many dedicated students and faculty involved in this endeavor. The marching 
band has brought added respect to a University that deserves much respect. I look forward to 
arriving early again on Saturday to watch this marvelous group. Thank all of you for your hard 
work. WAHOOWA!!!! 
 
Ardent Virginia Fan,  
Deborah Bowyer 
Instructional Technology Specialist 
Alleghany County Public Schools 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease - 
 
We received a phone call today in the music department from a man complimenting the 
marching band on their performances Friday and Saturday. He said they were a pleasure to 
watch. Just thought you'd like to know! 
 
Anna 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Pease, 
  
I am very sure you have gotten more emails that you can read, but I had to add mine to you day -
- As the mother of one of your oh so young first-year band members I was 
soooooooooooooooooo proud of the entire band and of you & your entire staff Sat.  all the hard 
work was obvious!  Matthew has practiced since 5th grade for this chance and I thank you so 
much for giving it to him! 
  
Matthew has had nothing but praise for your energy & the help you have been.  I cannot tell you 
what it means to me as his mom to have him have this safe harbor in a new environment -- he 
has gone from a tiny high school to a huge university, having the band nitch has made the 
transition safe & fun.  The big brother idea was a great one! 
  
I could easily see all the work all of you have put into the show -- it was wonderful.  Our seats 
are very high up and the sound from the field was so full & balanced -- even the quieter parts.  
I'll inclose a picture we took from our seats so you can see how high we are>>>>>  
Everyone at work Sunday stopped me and complimented the band -- these are old time/die 
hard UVA fans -- and they all loved what you've done!  
  
Again thanks for taking care of my baby -- you have made me very proud of him!! 
  
Thanks for the T-shirts !!! 
thanks again! 
Joyce Funston 
9-13-2004 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Bill: 
 
The band sounded great Friday, and congratulations on the response you received Saturday.  You 
guys were a tough act to follow at the Amphitheatre. 
 
Let me know when we can work together again in some capacity. 
 
Ray Caddell 
Big Ray and the Kool Kats 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
 
I'm sure my email will find its way in a jumbled mailbox of congratulatory messages, but I 
wanted to say how impressed I was with Saturday's performance. 
 
Every student I've encountered since then felt very good about the performance and seemed 
excited to have a band. 
 
One question I did get was whether we could make the Good Old Song any louder so that we 
sing in unison? 
 
Congratulations again, 
 
Noah Sullivan 
President Student Council 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill-I want you to know how pleased I am (and everyone for that matter) with the band's first 
performance on Saturday. The band equaled the quality of the football team!! 
 
I'm going to forward to you a number of suggestions fans had for you to see. I don't have a 
perspective on what changes you can implement but I want to make sure you have the feedback. 
 
Way to go. I'm anxious to see and hear this wkd's performance. Thanks again for the great work 
you and your staff have done. CL 
-- 
Craig Littlepage 
9-13-2004 

 



Hello Bill: 
Hunter and Sally and I appreciated the gift bags you gave us at practice.  Saturday was a huge 
success for you and the band! 
  
From the time you marched towards the Aquatic Center, there was applause from the students & 
alumni & fans.  Before you even played one note, there was applause. 
  
In the parking lot tailgating, a standing ovation. A lot of affection and appreciation for the 
extraordinary accomplishment by you and the students and staff.  Yes, affection.  And I hope you 
were aware that when you marched into the stadium, the entire crowd remained standing during 
the entire pre-game performance.  What a great tribute.  A standing ovation. 
  
Take away from that day all the positives. Lots of credit to all of you. A huge new addition to the 
UVA community!!!!! 
  
Best regards, 
Alan Roberts 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bill, 
  
Congrats for an outstanding job on Saturday.  You and your team were outstanding.  The 
Marching Band made a major contribution to the gameday atmosphere.  We will be pulling for 
ya'll every week to keep up the great work!  Cheers and Go Hoos! 
  
Tom 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Pease, 
 
Thank you so much for changing the game day experience at UVA. I was never smart enough to 
attend The University of Virginia but I have been its biggest fan since I was six. I am now forty 
years old and so proud to tell people that we have a great marching band. Your band completes 
the game day experience for me. I hope you are as proud of your band as I was when they 
marched down that field in V formation. It was beautiful. It sent chills through me and still does 
as I craft this e-mail. Best of luck to you and The Cavalier Marching Band in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Russ Abernathy 
9-13-2004 
 
 



Dear Bill, 
 

We met during the spring, when I somehow got roped into modeling the potential band uniforms 
for you, JTC, and Leonard. That afternoon has been a great source of amusement for many of us 
in Madison Hall. . . 
 
My wife and I enjoyed watching the band practice (at Scott Stadium) during the weeks before 
classes started. You and the members of the band clearly put a lot of effort and love into your 
practices. Watching the band's debut (at Carr's Hill and at the game) was a genuine treat. You 
and the band should be congratulated for a fantastic job. 
 
Best of luck for a great first year-- 
 
Cameron 
 
-------------- 
Cameron Howell 
Assistant to the President 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dear Cavalier Marching Band, 
  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR WONDERFUL PRESENCE!!!!!!!!!!! 
  
There are not words to express our appreciation for your quick, hard work in making your first 
appearance such a success!  Everyone in the stands was VERY appreciative and can only ask 
that, if possible, you get bigger and better each and every year!! 
  
Congratulations and thanks for your BIG help in making OUR football games, stadium, and 
atmosphere the BEST IN THE COUNTRY!! 
  
WAHOO-WA! 
Gayle and John Goodloe 
Winchester, VA 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bill, 
  
We heard the Band on Friday night, followed you around the Grounds on Saturday and enjoyed 
the entire performance in the stadium.  We, as well as everyone we talked with, thought the 
Marching Cavs were great.  Keep up the outstanding and exciting performances. 
  
Minor suggestions (I'm sure you are aware of most): 
  
1.  We have trouble keeping together on the Good Old Song.  Being well trained by my high 
school glee club director, I eventually found I could watch the band director to start, but the other 
62,000 singers must have lacked my training. Is there a way to have a coordinated "follow the 
bouncing ball" on Hoo Vision? 
  
2.  We don't know the words to the Cav Song.  Also, how about some words (clean) appropriate 
to the opponent on Hoo Vision for "Rugby Road to Vinegar Hill?" 
  
3.  I think the uniforms are great, but question the colors on the flags.  I know "off" colors are 
popular for band flags, but with all the emphasis on orange, wouldn't that work (maybe with a 
little blue in the right shade)? 
  
These are only minor thoughts: the big thought is that the band is great.  Please pass on our 
feelings to the students. 
  
Go Marching Hoos! 
  
Bruce 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hey Bill, 
 
Heard the band on TV. What a great change! I send a lot of kids to UVA every year and they 
have been looking for the opportunity to perform. Thanks for providing something I think I can 
support! 
 
Keep it up! 
 
~kt 
 
Keith Taylor 
Director of Bands 
Chantilly High School 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Bravo and congratulations on the debut of Virginia’s newest collegiate marching band!  By all 
accounts, you and your students were a hit last Saturday and will be a welcome addition to music 
in the Commonwealth.  You had rave reviews in the Washington Post, no easy thing! 

I am delighted to see the advent of a viable marching band at the University of Virginia.  I am 
joined by band directors throughout the Commonwealth in expressing renewed interest in the 
musical opportunities that await those students who choose to attend your university.  Without 
doubt, the establishment of a premier marching band will have nothing but positive impact on the 
UVA music education and performance programs, and will serve to draw talented musicians 
from throughout the state and region.  You and your students are to be commended for the toil, 
dedication and perseverance that has led to Saturday‘s debut, no doubt the first in what become a 
tradition of excellence. 

All the best to you, your staff and students for continued success this season and the coming 
years.  

Denton D. Stokes 

President 

V.B.O.D.A. 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

I just wanted to extend to you, your colleagues, and the entire UVA Marching Band my 
congratulations for a great introduction and performance on Saturday at the football game.  We 
have waited so long (too long) for this and the band was superb.  I was very impressed and heard 
nothing but good comments from where I was sitting.  The half-time show was really 
spectacular.   

Thank you and the band for a job well done. 
Marjorie Pennington 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease- 

Huzzah and kudos to you and the band for an exceptional performance.  This morning 
Monticello High School, where I teach, is abuzz with the performance of your drum major 
Logan Riddick, a MHS alum.   

I am a UVA alum, but my season tickets are in the upper bowl, so my cadre and I sit with the 
students.  I understand that it was your first performance, but in the future the "Good Ole Song" 
has to be played faster.  That's it; everything else was phenomenal and we are so proud to have a 
band.   

Thanks for your hard work and dedication, 

John Baran 

CLAS '03 

EDUC '04 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill, 
 
I just wanted to take a minute to write and congratulate you and Doug for the TREMENDOUS 
job done by the band at the game on Saturday. In true testament to the power of what I call 
'positive possibilities' the kids have bought into your vision of what the Cavalier Marching Band 
can become. 
 
My hat is off the you for what will obviously become a VERY special part of the UVa 
community. 
 
Be well. 
 
'STASH' 
University Registrar 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Dear Mr. Pease, Mr. Phillips and Ms. Hornberger: 

In response to the full-page advertisement that appeared in the July 19, 2004 issue of The 
Cavalier Daily, I am writing to express my interest in The University of Virginia Cavalier 
Marching Band.  I cannot describe the excitement I felt as my eyes fell upon the page.   Since the 
fourth grade I have studied the trombone.  In addition to my high school’s marching band, I also 
played with Christmas Brass, Concert Band, Jazz Band and the high school orchestra.  Although 
I have not received formal training, I am a self-taught bass guitarist and drummer.   

In that same Cavalier Daily issue, only several pages prior to the advertisement requesting brass, 
woodwinds and percussion musicians, an article was published featuring Chris Long, an athlete 
who became the earliest commitment in Virginia football history.  On November 4, 2002 while 
only a junior in high school, Chris committed to becoming a member of The University’s 
football team.   Al Groh’s words, “A Championship Football Team Needs a Championship 
Marching Band” have inspired me, similarly to Chris Long, to make what maybe the earliest 
commitment in the history of Virginia’s marching band!  I am currently a junior at Central York 
High School in York, Pennsylvania and have dreamt of attending The University of Virginia 
since seventh grade.  Before learning of the conception of the marching band, I was uncertain 
what opportunities existed at The University for musicians.  I was privileged to have been at 
several UVA football games during the 2003-2004 season.  One of those was the Continental 
Tire Bowl in December 2003.   The city of Charlotte, North Carolina generously provided a high 
school marching band to root for the Cavaliers.  Their participation not only helped lead the 
football players to defeat Pittsburgh but also encouraged the fans.    I am looking forward to 
hearing your “championship marching band” play in person on November 13 when the hoos 
challenge Miami.   

Thank you for your time and attention.   

Sincerely, 

Stephen Austin 
9-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mr. Pease and Mr. Phillips, 
 
Congratulations on the fantastic debut of the Cavalier Marching Band. I'm a `98 UVA grad and 
was a member of the saxophone section of the pep band in the mid `90s.  Although I am proud of 
the pep band's 30 years of support of Virginia athletics (with the exception of some irreverent 
and poorly received material), I admit that the musical quality and entertainment value of 
the marching band clearly exceeds what the pep band was able to provide. The Cavalier 
Marching Band is an excellent addition to the University of Virginia. Mr. Jefferson would be 
proud.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adam Salzberg 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
 
I was at UVA this past weekend with the Marching Tarheels (I play trombone) and I thoroughly 
enjoyed your band's performance. The uniforms looked amazing, the silver horns were beautiful, 
and you guys sounded great. I know this must be a very exciting time for you all. 
Congratulations and good luck with everything. 
 
Catherine Matthieu 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello, 
 
My name is Christopher Ellis and I am a trumpet player with the University of North Carolina 
Marching Tarheels. I feel that I must first say that the opinions in this email do not express those 
of the Marching Tarheeels, nor was I asked to do this on any body's behalf. I just felt like doing 
this because I was very impressed. 
 
I am aware of what happened to the university's pep band years ago and have also read some 
comments by alumni who thought that the new style of your band would be a bad thing. 
Personally, I don't think they could've been more wrong. I thought that your pre-game and your 
halftime shows were amazing. Your music selection was very diverse and enjoyable to listen to. 
The entire ensemble sounded spectacular and seemed very polite when I encountered them. All 
of the people involved in your organization seemed very professional and it made my trip a very 
pleasant one. 
 
I would like to close by saying congratulations to you all. I imagine that many of your members 
and staff must get mixed reviews from the students and faculty on campus, but I would like to 
say that I was thoroughly impressed. Keep up the good work. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christopher J. Ellis 
3rd Trumpet 
Class of 2006 
9-12-2004 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr.Pease, 
 I just wanted you to know how much my family and I enjoyed the band's performance on 
Saturday. I am the very proud mother of Lauren Rush. We come from a long line of 
marching band members. Lauren was the drum major at George Washington HS in Danville, Va. 
Her oldest sister played trumpet and was a band officer as well as staff personnel after she 
graduated. Her youngest sister is a senior and in the guard. Her father played the trombone and 
we are currently finishing up our 9th year as band boosters; he being head pit crew and truck 
driver, I am the band booster president. I say all this to let you know that I speak with some 
authority from a parent's perspective and we liked what we saw! 
 
The students were polite, responsible and enthusiastic, even in the extreme heat they seemed to 
be happy to keep the crowd going. Their talent really impressed us and they certainly lived up to 
the hype that was predicted. Actually I think they surpassed it!  
  
I was really inspired by your talk with the students at the practice and it meant so much for you 
to let the parents feel a part of this experience. I am so thankful that my daughter will always 
have this moment to remember.  
Thank you,  
Connie Rush  
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Just a short note to say thank you from a pair of season ticket holders!  My wife (class of 1990) 
and I were very proud to see what you have been able to put together in such a short period of 
time.  It was great to see and hear the band outside the stadium before the game.  When the band 
took the field during pregame I think the roar of some 62, 000 fans spoke volumes toward the 
pride this band brings to UVA.  Our hats off to you and the hard working members of the 
Cavalier Marching Band.     
  
Thanks     
  
Todd Goforth 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 

I am a '99 grad who returned home from Charlottesville earlier this afternoon and checked 
TheSabre.com, only to see a variety of posts criticizing the new band, and some of your own 
members trying to defend their efforts.  I will spare you my thoughts on some of the posters on 
that board, as that is an entirely different conversation.  What I can tell you is that I grew up in a 
Big Ten family (both parents Iowa grads), and the marching band was always considered an 
essential part of the college football atmosphere.  In fact, I had a letter to the editor printed in a 
January '96 issue of the Cavalier Daily blasting the Pep Band for a shameful performance at the 
Peach Bowl in Atlanta. 

Yes, we all know that greater numbers are needed to make the sound resonate in a 62,000 seat 
stadium.  Sure, the timing was off on the Good Ole' Song after the first touchdown, as if that was 
the worst travesty that could have happened at the game.  The reality is that you have put 
together a fantastic group of dedicated and talented individuals in only a few short weeks, whose 
first performance had to occur on ABC television.  I play in a world-class bagpipe band, so I 
know a few things about volume :), and I was amazed at the sound you put together in such a 
short time.   

I want to make sure you know that the vast majority of Wahoo fans greatly appreciate your 
efforts, as should have been demonstrated by the pre-game ovation the band received.  The 
numbers will increase in time, and the Sabre posters will have to go back to complaining about 
what color sweatshirt Coach Groh wore during the post-game press conference.   

Congratulations to all of you on a fine job so far, and I look forward to hearing you next 
weekend.  By the way, I really like the Good Ole' Song fanfare you play after each first down, in 
the mold of Texas, Tennessee, Michigan, etc.  Nice touch.  We may have a top-ten football team 
on our hands; might as well have the atmosphere to back it up. 

Thank you, 

John Whyte 

CLAS '99 
9-12-2004 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill, since you said to tell you what I thought I'll say this, you guys were GREAT! I would have 
to say that your reception was very good. The band sounded great and were very sharp. I like the 
Jungle Boogie song.  Unfortunately, I was sitting in the upper deck right behind you so a lot of 
the in game stuff I had trouble hearing. I'm sure you'll hear that a lot and get it worked out. I got 
a kick out of watching you lead the cheers, especially the U-V-A-GO-HOOS-GO cheer. you 
were very animated. I look forward to seeing you in action again this week. 
 
Joel Barfield 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Pease,  

Our parking spot is right by the AFC. What a wonderful treat to see our brand new band come 
marching down the street in those great uniforms and fabulous hats. It was so exciting for us. We 
graduated from Oklahoma Univ and their band always had spectacular pre game and half-time 
performances. I loved the way the drum majors strutted out at the beginning of the game and I 
think everyone was thrilled when the flag was unfurled at half-time. We were at the Western 
Michigan game last year and got a taste of what was to come. Thanks for all your effort and 
thank the students for making it happen. 
 
Sincerely,  

Linda Coker Fredericksburg, Va. 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease -  
Congratulations on a very good first performance.  My wife and I are both alumni and we greatly 
enjoyed your music at the game. 

The one request that we have is that you increase the volume of the Good Old Song.  We are in 
Section 111 which is on the East side of the stadium.  Nobody in our section could hear the Good 
Old Song. 

Again, we are very happy about the marching band.  I also remember the excellent work that you 
did at Western Michigan when we played there last year.  I am confident that the band is in good 
hands. 

Thanks,  
Matt Muller 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 Dear Bill, 
 
I've have worked @ UVA for 7 years and I never thought I would see the day! 
 
I just wanted to say thanks to you and the band for an awesome atmosphere on 
Saturday...everyone in the stadium, including our players, responded. 
 
It's easy to see that a great deal of hard work and passion goes into your preparation. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
al 
-- 
Al Golden 
Defensive Coordinator 
Virginia Football 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill— 

I cannot imagine a better or more promising beginning than the band’s yesterday.  
Congratulations for many things, not least a wonderful contribution to 62,000 thrilled observers.   

Best wishes,  

John Casteen 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Pease, 
  
I'm a recent UVA alum and greatly appreciate what you have done thus far.  I was at the Temple 
game as well as yesterday's game and must say that the Hoos were superior.  I was some what 
worried that the band would be tired and rather boring like many traditional marching bands, but 
you have helped give them a bit of "flavor."  I only have one concern, and it is a rather large 
one.  I am sure you have heard this from others, but I feel as though I may need to pile on a bit, 
but the version of the GOS that the band performed Saturday is far too slow.  Unfortunately, I'm 
not educated enough in music to suggest it should be sped up this much or that much.  I just 
know from years of singing it, and from the pace of many of those in the stadium that the tempo 
at which it was played Saturday was too slow.  Thanks for listening to the criticism.  I really did 
enjoy the show.  I even stuck around to listen again after the ga me.  Let the band know many of 
us greatly appreciate their efforts. 
 
Keep up the good work, 
  
Mike Hayes 
Arch 02 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bill Pease 
Congratulations on the outstanding premier performance of the University of Virginia's marching 
band at the U.Va. vs. UNC football game Saturday, September 11.   It is amazing how you 
and the students accomplished such a awesome feat in a short amount of time.  A first class 
university deserves a first class marching band.  The band  made the university community very 
proud at the game.   
 
We wish to make a suggestion:  From our position on the opposite side of the sadium from the 
band and student section, we had difficulty hearing the "Good Old Song", and therefore, we were 
unable to sing in sync with the students and the music.  Posting the words to the "Good Old 
Song" - in sync with the band - on the video screen and ribbon board would enable the fans 
to continue the very proud tradition of singing after scoring.  Thank you for correcting this 
situation.  We look forward to singing the "Good Old Song" in sync with the band and the 
students for many years to come.  
  
Don Schmidt 
9-12-2004 
 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
 
I just wanted to say thank you. Yesterday was the biggest and most exciting day of my life and I 
have you (and the Smiths) to thank. I wasn't nervous at all until the UNC team came into the 
tunnels right before we were to go on, but then looking up on HOOvision and seeing the drum 
line brought a rush that took away all the nerves. Woody and I talked for a moment before we 
loaded the buses for the president's house and we were thinking back to last December, painting 
the equipment room. It's amazing how far we've come. Though I haven't been around as much as 
Logan and Woody and some others, I still remember the beginning and marching out of that 
tunnel, the intensity of the whole thing is the only thing that kept me from shedding a tear. This 
band is a huge reason I'm here at UVa, and yesterday just made me realize that I made the right 
decision. Thank you Mr. Pease. 
 
Tracy Clemons Jr 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill, 
I was at the game yesterday and thoroughly enjoyed the marching band. You and your staff have 
done an amazing job in a short period of time. I am class of 1970 and a real traditionalist, but you 
exceeded my expectations. I can't wait for the next game! 
Phil Cawley 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Mr. Pease, 
I wanted to add my voice to what I hope is thousands of others lauding the premiere performance 
of the Cavalier Marching Band.  As long-time season ticket holders (since 1987 - prehistoric in 
UVa football terms) we we thrilled to have this final piece of the puzzle in place and to finally 
see a true, big-time college football atmosphere in the stadium.  The band looked and sounded 
wonderful!   
 
I also hope the young people and your staff will focus on the long and sincere ovations you 
received throughout the game, and the subsequent positive comments are still being heard 
through the Commonwealth and Wahoo-land, instead of the petty sniping from those folks 
among us who continue the old UVa football tradition of always seeing the glass as half empty.  
While I am sure you have heard those comments (when they are in the stands, the band can't be 
heard  on the east side of the stadium, the "Good Old Song" seemed slow and unfamiliar, etc.) 
amd I am equally sure that you are already dealing with those minor problems and certainly don't 
need our help pointing them out.  Please don't let your band members think for an instant that 
they aren't enthusiastically appreciated and welcomed.  Its been a long time coming but, man, it 
was worth the wait! 
 
Finally, if there is anything that members of the public can do to assist the marching band 
program I certainly hope you will make it known.  Our tailgate group of 27 was unanimous after 
the game - we loved the band and want to help however it is needed! 
  
Congratulations and thanks! 
  
Jim Ackley 
Lynchburg, VA 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Mr. Pease: 
  
I want to say at the outset that I am a supporter of the Pep Band and am not a person who wanted 
a marching band at the University (when I attended UVa, we chanted "high school band" 
whenever marching bands performed--I tell you this to let you know my background, not to 
convey my feelings about your performance yesterday).  Even so, I think the band added to 
yesterday's game, and I want to thank you and each band member for the hard work that you 
have obviously put in. 
  
I do have several suggestions.  I offer this in a supportive way: 
     --Many of Virginia's songs that you played (I applaud your decision to play traditional school 
songs) did not sound like Virginia songs.  I think that this is because of the arrangements you 
chose rather than the abilities of the band.  It took me a while to recognize several of the songs, 
including "From Rugby Road to Vinegar Hill" and "Glory, Glory to Virginia."  While I am sure 
that I will eventually learn these arrangements, I think it would be better to pick arrangements 
that are more like those that I have heard played at the University over the last 32 years. 
     --I think the band, especially when playing "The Good Old Song" after a score, needs to be 
patched into the sound system in some way.  I could not hear what was being played and found it 
difficult to participate in singing this and participating in the other songs played after the 
touchdowns. 
  
I think the band has a promising future, and I was glad to see the warm reception that you 
received.  Again, I thank you for your hard work. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
  
Tom Killian 
College 76, Law 79 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Bill and members of the Cavalier Marching Band - 
 
Thank you for honoring me yesterday as your first guest conductor for your very important 
debut. It was a thrill I shall never forget! 
 
Your debut was AUSPICIOUS to say the least. From the beginning with the pre-game show to 
the half-time show and your playing in the stands and finally the post-game show was a 
resounding success. You may not realize it, but the audience was on its feet for the entire pre-
game as well as the half-time shows. The cheering from the 62,000 plus fans was ear-shattering, 
especially during "America, The Beautiful". And when our glorious flag made its appearance, 
the cheering was so loud I wasn't sure the band could hear itself. I must confess - my eyes were 
filled with tears of joy and pride. 
 
A few personal feelings are in order. I want to thank all the students who spoke with me 
throughout the day. It was so gratifying to learn about each of you, where you had gone to 
school, your playing experience and the like.  You were gracious and I want you to know that I 
really appreciated that.  Each of you individually and all of you collectively are entitled to take 
great pride in your accomplishment to date. It blows my imagination that you have achieved so 
much in such a short time. Your marching was excellent and the sound thrilling to hear. I know 
that you have many more great accomplishments on the horizon - and in due time you be able to 
count yourselves among the top rank of fine football bands. CONGRATULATIONS!!!! 
 
Jim Simmons, Director 
Charlottesville Municipal Band 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Bill, 
Congratulations to you and all of the kids! I thought yesterday was wonderful!!!  From start to 
finish it was great and at half time I had tears in my eyes when the flag was opened, it was very 
moving. I can hardly wait until next week, the band  adds so much to the football experience! 
 Thank you especially for all of your enthusiasm,  it is contagious!  keep up the good work,  I 
look forward to seeing you soon,  Lindsay Wortham   
ps.  we enjoyed hving you speak at the vaf board meeting, and by the way you won't  forget 
about the fight song, will ya???  ha!ha! 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 



Mr. Pease: We would like to add our compliments to the undoubtedly hundreds of others you've 
received about the fabulous debut performance of the CMB.  The band looked great, they 
sounded great and what's more looked like they were having the times of their lives.  We heard 
so many positive and complimentary comments about the band from other fans from the time 
you marched up to the stadium til the very last note was sounded!  Congratulations to you and 
your staff and especially to your band for a most wonderful performance.  What you all 
accomplished together in such a short time was nothing short of amazing and you are all to be 
commended.  Bravo!  We are all so looking forward to your next performance. 
  
Karen and Chas Menatti 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Pease, 
  
I just wanted to take a few minutes to tell you what a great job the new marching band did this 
afternoon!  My husband and I were very impressed with the sound, look and enthusiasm of the 
band.  I know it's a little dramatic, but I actually got chills when I saw the band come out for the 
pre-game show!  I'm sure there are traditionalists who may not be totally pleased with the style 
of music played, but we loved it!  It was a nice balance between old and new.  The band did a 
good job with the "go-go" beats, which added energy in between plays and also with bringing 
back some of the older school songs.  We liked the music played from the movie "Drumline" and 
the accompanying choreography, normally seen at historically African-American colleges. 
  
In regards to the uniforms, they fit in perfectly with the cavalier theme.  It was also nice to see 
that you recognized the students' style by having the ACC flag bearers wear orange and khaki.  
Overall, everything was great!  I liked the idea of the band playing on the field after the game.  
We knew what to expect, so we stayed and listened.  Hopefully the fans will catch on and realize 
that the show's not over when the players leave the field.  It's just my preference, but I would be 
interested in seeing the drumline "duel" with the visiting line after the game - not unlike what 
happened after the bowl game last year with the Pittsburgh line.  However, it's just the first 
game, I'll just sit tight and see what happens!  Once again, super job and we look forward to next 
Saturday!  Wahoo-waa 
 
Rachel Wheaton 
9-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bill: 
 
The band really sounded great at the UVA/UNC game today. ABC talked about  
you guys several times on the air today including the fact that the band  
received a standing ovation when they entered the field for the first  
time......awesome!! The uniforms really look sharp.....the UVA colors really make for a nice  
color combination. I know that my former Hermitage students that are playing  
are having a great time. Best wishes for a successful year, and it's nice to  
have you back in Virginia. 
 
Best regards, 
Clyde Hughes 
Former Dir. @Hermitage HS (1973-2002) 
Currently @George Mason University 
9-11-2004 
 
 
 
Director Pease: 
 
Yall sounded great on TV...kepp up the good work and congrats!! 
 
Brad Goldstein, MS, MPH 
UVA '01 
9-11-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bill, 
  
As a Cavalier fan and season ticket holder I want to wish you and the Cavalier Marching 
Band the best of luck in your premier this weekend. Since I was a member of my high school 
band I have always appreciated good music and I am looking forward to seeing the Cavalier 
pump out the tunes. I am sure that you will have a drastic effect on the gameday atmosphere and 
I'm excited to see it. I have heard a recording of the Cavalier Song done by the new band and I 
must say that it is quite impressive. 
  
Again, best of luck from a big fan of the Cavalier Marching Band. Saturday is the dawn of a new 
day in Cavalier Football. 
  
Joel Barfield 
9-11-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Hi Bill.  
I know you are busy, but I thought you would like to know that the feedback in the Richmond 
are about the marching band is VERY positive. Jeff Kidd, from James River High School, is 
about as excited as a person can get.  I will know more about whether my show here at James 
River High School will happen on the 16th of October after my VMEA meeting in 
Charlottesville this Saturday at the High School. It would be a great opportunity to introduce 
the UVA marching band to Richmond. The performance would be around 4PM.  Just let me 
know......and congratulations!!It is nice to be able to recommend UVA for the band program for 
the first time ever.  
Jim Stegner 
9-8-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hi Bill - 
 
Not sure if you remember me or not from JMU, but just wanted to wish you good luck on your 
first performance and season at UVA. What a great opportunity for you - and a nice addition for 
the University!  
 
Have a great season! Hope all is well with you and your family. 
 
Take care, 
Kristin Eckels 
8-31-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
My name is Chris Loomis, and I am a new graduate student in the history department. When I 
arrived this past week I was extremely excited to hear that a marching program was being started 
up at the university. I hope that all has gone well with band camp and preparations for the 
season. 
 
After looking over the new website, I saw that you've put in place a comprehensive organization 
of student leaders. I am writing to ask if you could still use another pair of hands--for 
administrative work or anything else--for which you have not found a capable undergraduate? I 
don't mean to be presumptuous in asking, but I just aged out of a drum corps a year ago and 
would love to get involved in a marching program again. 
 
Thanks for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chris Loomis 
8-30-2004 
Mr. Pease, 



  
I'm Whitney Hasler's (Horn, from Austin, TX) dad, and wanted to drop you a note of thanks. 
  
As is true with any parent sending their kid off to school, Nancy and I were excited, but nervous 
last week.  Dropping Whitney off at the English Inn at the start of Band Camp was a lot tougher 
on us than it was on her, I'm sure.  So, you can imagine how happy we were to see her smiling 
and enthusiastic and full of stories about "how cool" the band is.  Big sighs of relief all around 
when we heard "and I've got a whole section of Horn upperclassmen looking out for me"  
Whew,.....Thanks. 
  
Biggest reason for the note is to let you know how impressed I was with the program you've put 
together.  A great sound, excellent musicianship, and, I've never seen a band rehearsal where the 
musicians RAN to the next position during practice.  I particularly appreciated you joining 
Nancy and me briefly to share your enthusiasm for the program and the kids, we left very 
impressed with the way you both affirmed the students and yet challenged them to do better, a 
great combination that's hard to achieve.  We also appreciated very much the invitation to join 
Whitney on the field for the "Good Old Song." 
  
Obviously, being in Texas precludes us from seeing many performances, but we will be at the 
Akron game on the 18th, and look forward to hearing the second performance.  If things go as I 
hope and predict, by the time Whitney is a fourth year you'll have 300 people on the field.  Good 
Luck and have a great year! 
  
Warm regards, 
  
Mike Hasler 
8-30-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill,  
We had a great time last night.  Adalee didn't want to leave.  The whole time she was tapping her 
feet and keeping the beat.  I am tempted to take her again on Thursday.  The only thing is that 
she will not want to leave! 

The band looks great and sounds terrific.  I can hardly wait for the first game.  We came home 
last night and called Darren's sister (who went to UVA) to tell how great the band is.  She ask, 
"what about the pep band?".  Darren's response, "When you see the new band, you won't even 
remember the pep band!"  Cool huh?   

Anyway, thank you for the invitation, everyone who went was blown away and had a great time.  
UVA is definitely very lucky to have you as the Band Director. 

Sincerely,  
Ana  

PS-I don't recall ordering any Drum Major or Batton uniforms.  Are you guys covered?  

 

Ana Maria Lynch  
Proposal Coordinator 
8-25-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Bill and Doug -- 
 
I would like to thank you both for taking time from your busy schedules to share with our office 
yesterday. The whole staff was excited to hear about the new Cavalier Marching Band and the 
plans you have for the football season! I can't wait to hear the sounds of music and see your 
major efforts all come together on the field!!!! AND, a big THANKS for the t-shirts!! Everyone 
here was tickled orange (not pink) to get a prize! Please let us know if there is anyway we can 
help you. :) 
 
Kathy 
********************************** 
Kathy Y. Woodson 
Business and Events Manager 
Office of the University Registrar 
University of Virginia 
8-12-2004 

 

 



We are long time supporters of UVA football and attend all of the away football games. We are 
extremely happy that UVA will now have an official school band. The band would make a huge 
difference to the fans and to the team at the away football games. Do you have any plans for the 
band to play at the away games? Also could you please give us the performance plans for the 
home games? We are hoping that the UVA band will start its' own tradition of marching to the 
stadium followed by thousands of enthusiastic HOO fans. We wish the band the best and look 
forward to hearing you perform. 
  
Thank You 
  
Jeffrey Harrison 
7-19-2004 
 
 
Dear William, 
 As football season ticket holders we are very excited about the addition of the marching band.  
We feel the band will add "balance" to the football program as well as be a much needed benefit 
for the University. 
 
We have two teenage boys who are interested in UVA.  One is an "eight-man" with the Salem 
High School marching band and the other is 10 tenth grade football player at Salem (he's also in 
the jazz band, too).  Both are outstanding students as well.  Like the University  we feel like we 
have balance in our boys participation in extra-curricular events. 
 
Will be pulling for you and will be there to support you! 
Blessings, 
Mike and Laurie Long from Salem, Virginia 
7-17-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
On a somewhat different subject....one thing Ola Awosika really liked about UVa was the new 
marching band!  She played flute in a public high school band before she came to Bryn Mawr 
(she's an interesting and wonderful case; I'll tell you more about her next time I see you...she's 
the one who bypasses Cornell for UVa and she is a GEM!) and missed being in a band, and 
evidently when she visited for accepted students weekend, she checked out the UVa band. She 
raved about the beautiful new uniforms and the fact that they'd provide her with a flute.  I, of 
course, smiled and told her a little about the Pep Band (about which she was horrified; she would 
never do something remotely "in your face").  SO, the new band drew at least one student UVa's 
way!  I've enjoyed reading the banter back in forth in the letters to the editor in the UVa alum 
magazine.  Those Pep Band fans are VERY loyal, but I'm so glad it's gone-- 
7-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Mr. Pease, 
 
Let me please convey to you the joy it has been to see one of my fondest dreams come true as a 
genuine marching band and first rate wind ensemble have begun to take shape at my alma mater. 
I was honored to appear in the June newsletter for my meager financial contribution to this 
program and I ardently hope to be able to continue doing so. I am a teacher at Poquoson 
High School, not too far from your past residence in Virginia Beach, where I am a member of the 
Social Studies Department. However, along with band director Doug Spruill, I also work with 
the percussion section on the side. I instruct and arrange for the marching percussion and concert 
percussion ensembles, and I also design the curriculum for and teach the curricular percussion 
class. Currently, I am also instructing the front ensemble at Deep Creek High School in 
Chesapeake, under the direction of Scott Lambert. 
 
I am glad to see that you are rapidly advancing the professionalism and quality of the Cavalier 
Marching Band to an extent beyond the reach of my expertise, but please contact me if I could 
ever be of the slightest use in any capacity. 
 
The primary reason for this correspondence is to request promotional materials that I can post in 
the band room here at Poquoson HS. I would love to see UVa represented alongside JMU, VT, 
and VCU. Any posters or flyers that you could send would be greatly appreciated. Please send 
them to the address below or have your assistant David Knight, a Poquoson native, bring 
them home from Charlottesville when he visits. 
 
Poquoson High School 
c/o Ryan Welborn 
51 Odd Road 
Poquoson, VA 23662 
 
Thanks again for your help and for the hard work and enthusiasm that you are applying to this 
momentous undertaking. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ryan Welborn 
7-22-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Pease, 

My name is Bruce Foster and I am an alumnus of the University of Virginia class of ‘97.  I, my 
buddies, and other alum have been very excited about your arrival since the announcement last 
year.  You have an unbelievable task before you, but from what I’ve read, you are absolutely “da 
man” for the job.  I noticed that you are from the state, but I don’t know if you are familiar with 
our rivalry with Virginia Tech and how big it is.  They are quite a foe but there is a lot we can 
learn from them.  Below is a taste of what you and the band may experience this fall in 
Blacksburg.  They do a great job of incorporating their band(s), and the crowd.  At worst, 
hopefully this clip can inspire you and the crew to come up with something equivalent here at 
UVA.   

Also, if you want to get a good feel for what’s on the mind of Virginia fans, I highly recommend 
that you visit Virginia’s football message board on www.thesabre.com.  Its is free, I am not at all 
affiliated the site.  You’ll find opinions galore on just about anything. 

Anyway, I just wanted to congratulate you, in advance, for a great 2004-2005 football season.  
Welcome aboard. 

 http://filebox.vt.edu/users/dastvns/entrance2.mpeg 

 Regards, 

Bruce Foster 
Technical Recruiter 
5-12-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello Bill, 
I read with interest last fall's announcement of your move to UVA .. congratulations!  I had the 
good fortune to see your Western Michigan marching band in Ann Arbor for two seasons and 
was very impressed! Your students were obviously enjoying themselves, and performed and 
carried themselves very well ... you should be very proud of the work you did at Western! 
 
I know that you will be very successful at UVA ... the transition from a scatter / pep band to a 
"real" marching band may be traumatic for some, but I suspect that most UVA fans will welcome 
seeing and hearing a real band after all these years. I look forward to hearing great things about 
the new marching band at UVA. 
 
Good luck and best wishes ..  
Al McCord 
5-7-2004 



Mr.  Pease:  
  
Just wanted to say how excited I am to see UVA finally getting a real marching band.  This 
coming fall makes the 20th year I have been attending UVA football and other sporting events, 
(and being a former band member from many days ago in high school), I eagerly look forward to 
the marching band's debut.  The one thing I have always felt was missing from our games was 
the presence of a marching band.  Not taking anything away from the pep band, but they really 
never added to a big time game atmostphere for our games.  I sit on the West side of Scott 
Stadium, and it's all you can do to hear them play.  I guess there was a time, when the football 
program wasn't out to achieve big time status, but those days are long past and the marching 
band will be a welcome addition.   
  
I went out to the Wester Michigan website, when I heard you were coming to UVA, and I must 
say I was quite impressed with the WMU band's sound.  I'm sure those folks hated to lose you, 
but we're very grateful you chose to come to UVA.   I've always wanted to have a great 
percussion section and an 'in your face' brass/horn section.  I think the band is like having a 12th 
player on the field, in that they can get (and keep)  the crowd into the game.  Just this past year, 
when we played Virginia Tech at home, we had a visiting band playing for UVA and I noticed 
how they played between every down and how they kept the crowd in the game.  To be quite 
honest, I was a little disappointed at that game, because the Virginia Tech band seemed to be 
holding back a little and not playing as I've heard them in the past.  They have a great band, even 
though I'm not a Hokie fan.  But I must give credit, where credit is due. 
  
I'm sure you will do a great job at UVA and I want to wish you much success.  My sister and I 
wanted to make a donation sometimes before the end of this year to help in getting the band off 
to a good start.  We would like to know how we need to approach this.  The VAF folks told us 
they are looking at making this a part of their program down the road, but for now they 
suggested we make our contribution to the UVA music department, ear-marked for the marching 
band.  Please let me know if this is how we should make our donation. 
  
One last thing.  I'm sure you all have already gone over what songs, etc., you will play when the 
team comes out on the field.  I like how the University of South Carolina always plays a song 
from (I hope I'm correct here)  2001 Space Odyssey.  You immediately recognize that as part of 
their tradition for when the team comes out on the field.  I have an old favorite from about 1970 
(or 1971) called, 'Vehicle', perfomed by a group called The Ides of March. The song has a 
several very strong horn sections, and I think it would be great if you all could include this in 
your repertoire.  I only attended a couple of women's basketball games this year, and I thought 
you all performed the song, but I don't remember for sure. 
  
I recently heard the song on my car radio, and I immediately thought this would be a good one 
for our new band to perform. 
  
Again, best of luck with the new band.  I'm looking forward to your debut this coming August.. 
  
Danny Fainter 
4-24-2004 



Bill, 
Thoroughly enjoyed your presentation to the Winchester area alumni group at Blandy Farm 
yesterday.  Just wanted to reiterate the comments that I made to you---I came to the meeting a 
little skeptical, longing for the past, but you won me over.  I am impressed with your whole 
approach and will be rooting for you and the marching band "team" just like I do for the football 
team.  Best of luck. 
Bob Hess 
4-19-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bill, 
  
Just wanted to thank-you for coming up to our area yesterday afternoon for our Blandy UVA 
Club function.  My wife, Sharon, and Daughter, Shelby, and I enjoyed meeting you and listening 
to your interesting comments.  We came away from the function thinking how fortunate the 
UVA family is to have someone with your skills and passion leading the very visible Marching 
Band for our beloved University. 
  
Please add my name and address to your e-mail/mailing lists for "supporters" of the Marching 
Band and let me know if there is ever anything we can do to help support your efforts.  We hope 
you find your time at UVA as special as we did as undergraduates and that the school, students, 
and Charlottesville community contribute to your future "orange and blue" blood development.  
Wahoowah! 
  
Tom Brown 
College '82 
  
Sharon Brown 
Curry Ed School '82 
  
Nathan Brown 
Class of 2011 and Trumpet Player 
  
Shelby Brown 
Class of 2015 and Flute Player 
4-19-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Bill, 

Thank you very much for your visit and the exciting report on the Marching Band.  Not only 
does the University seem to be doing the right things, but, if you and Elizabeth are an example, it 
has chosen the right people to lead the way. 

The reason change is sometimes feared is because we feel something we care about may be 
harmed.  That’s no longer the case in this situation.  After your explanations, those of us who 
were present at Blandy Farm are unanimously behind your efforts.  We believe your philosophy, 
your enthusiasm and, yes, even those sharp uniforms are an excellent addition to the University.  
We are excited about music at UVA and are looking forward to the first march across the 
Grounds.  Go Marching Cavs! 

Thanks again, 

Bruce 
4-19-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pease, 
 
I just wanted to drop you an email to express my gratitude towards you and all you did for the 
band this short basketball season. I want to thank you for allowing me to be an integral part of 
the formation of something new and exciting. I want you to know that I had SO much fun with 
the Hoops Band this past semester despite the fact that at some times I did have to work at 
it. Only made me better because of it and for that I thank you as well.  Unfortunately, I am not 
going to be doing marching band in the fall due to the time commitment. I have other drumming 
commitments that I would like to maybe focus on a bit more. If you by any chance need a 
drummer anytime don't hesitate to drop me a line and I will be more than willing to help you 
out. Best of luck to you and the marchers in the fall....can't wait to see them on the field! Thanks 
again for all you have done for me and thank you for the opportunities you have given me. Take 
care! 
 
Matt Crane 
3-29-2004 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease: 
 
Just wanted to congratulate you on the fine job you are doing with the Marching Band.  It is truly 
a great treat to hear this addition. 
 
I really like your contemporary songs, Blood, Sweat and Tears, etc.  May I recommend another 
classic:  ( Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf, by James Brown and the Famous Flames).  It is an 
all-brass rock song released in 1964.  You can find it on Brown's "Grits and Soul" Album.  It will 
definitely will get the customers out of their seats! 
 
See you next fall at the football games. 
 
Dick Dyas  '67 
3-19-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Many thanks to you and the members of the band for a wonderful performance at the ACC 
tournament.  We were extremely proud of your contribution, talent and enthusiasm.  Can't wait 
to watch and listen in the fall at Scott Stadium. 
  
Warren and Fran Knapp 
Asheboro, North Carolina 
3-17-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I just returned from Greensboro, and just wanted to drop a line to say the band sounded pretty 
good.  You have done good work getting them to this point.  I like the fact that we are playing a 
mix of some old standards and newer stuff. 
 
Being near one of the band sections, I was able to compare and contrast the different bands.  The 
one suggestion I would make is that, compared to all the other bands, we need less bass and more 
brassy sound.  At times, the bass was drowning our brass, and I always felt a pep band needs to 
sound brassy. 
 
Keep up the good work, and I really look forward to football season. 
 
Sid Spencer 
3-14-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



Dear Mr. Pease, 
  
Hi.  I'm not a student of UVA, but as a band person, wanted to tell you that I totally support what 
you and the university is doing.   
  
I also have a question, that I'm hoping you can answer.  I read an article that an alum of the UVA 
football team made a donation to start the marching band.  I think I also read that a sizeable 
donation was made to build a new fine arts center and to help build a concert band program.  It's 
probably none of my business, but I am curious as to who made the donation.  As an alumni 
brother of Kappa Kappa Psi, the National Honorary Band Fraternity, it occured to me that it 
might be an alumni brother from UVA's old Beta Chi chapter of KKPsi. The chapter was active 
until some point in 1962. 
  
At any rate, I hope I'm not being out of line in asking this.  Best wishes to you and your band 
members.  Although I live in Maryland, I look forward to hearing great things about your 
program. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rick Stewart 
3-17-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Pease how refreshing to see a UVA band with tubas not painted orange with smiley faces 
and horns that do not look like they were dropped three times getting to the field and nice 
looking shirts and what wonderful upbeat music!!!!!!!  I can't wait until football season.  Good 
luck with your recruiting.  I can't imagine a student who can play an instrument not wanting to be 
a part of your band.  Welcome Welcome to UVA. 
3-5-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thanks for making the WFU bball game more exciting – great performance – a lot was due to 
your leadership. 

  

Spencer B. Gay M.D.,  F.A.C.R. 

Professor of Radiology 

University of Virginia Health Sciences Center 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Hi Bill. I was impressed with your kids at all state auditions. Dressed correctly and very 
enthusiastic about the band program at UVA. Two of my kids, Jeff Kidd (outstanding 
percussionist), and Taylor Greene (outstanding tenor sax) want to do marching band. These two 
kids are the best of my best. Both have early acceptance to UVA. It is nice to be able to 
recommend the band at UVA for the first time. 
  
Regards, 
  
Jim Stegner 
James River High School 
District 3 VBODA chair. 
3-1-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi Mr. Pease,  

Dave McKee told me that you were going to be the director of that other university's new 
marching band.  I had read while on my last deployment that they were going to get rid of their 
"pep" band and have a real marching band.  It is great that you are the first director.  If anybody 
can make them successful out of the gate, it is you.  Good Luck! 

Just to let you know, I am an aviation maintenance officer in the Navy.  I am currently stationed 
at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island but should be moving back to Virginia in about a year and a 
half.  I have a deployment to Japan that needs to get completed first. 

I hope that all is well and again, Good Luck with the new band.  

Take Care,  

Brian Crystal  
2-26-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
  
My name is Eric Ferguson and I graduated from the University in 2002 with an economics 
degree from the College of Arts and Sciences.  I grew up in near by Greene County and wanted 
to study at UVa since I was in middle school when my dad started bringing me to UVa football 
games.  Since 1995, I haven't missed a home game and I have never been more excited about the 
upcoming season for several reasons.  First, Al Groh is doing an incredible job of building a 
great football team with exemplary men on his staff and on the football field.  Secondly, I'm so 
very excited to now have a marching band at the University!  The atmosphere in prior seasons 
was good but something lacked and for me it was the absence of a traditional marching band.  So 
come Fall, the atmosphere will be perfect! 
  
I was able to attend the Maryland and UNC basketball games and witnessed first hand the 
influence that you have had on the new "pep band".  The sound is much louder and I love those 
orange and blue stripped rugby shirts.  Needless to say I came away very impressed!  I wanted to 
let you know that there are a lot of people that support the new marching band and the work that 
you've done and will do in the future.  We are truly honored to have you here at the University.  I 
wish you continued success with your current gig in University Hall and in your preparations for 
the upcoming football season.  Again, thank you very much for your hard work and we are so 
glad to have you!  Go Hoos! 
_____________________________  
Eric P. Ferguson  
Analyst, Bank & Thrift Accounting  
SNL Financial LC  
2-26-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
first of all, congrats on bringing a real band to uva.  the majority is behind your effort.  don't pay 
attention to jerks that i'm sure exist.  i know nothing about marching bands.  i have a question.  
how large is a 200 member ensemble?  what i mean is, compared to other schools.  i live in 
columbus, ohio and see ohio state's band and have no idea how big they are.  i would imagine 
they would be one of the larger bands.  anyway, just wanted to get informed on the band and 
how it compares.  good luck to ya'll this year.  once again, this wahoo family lends its support. 

  
-chris almond 
2-25-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 



We have needed you for a long time.  I am a fan of the University and have long lamented about 
our need for a "real band".  I look forward to next year and many years to come.  Welcome 
aboard!  

Barry Parr 
2-25-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill, Dwight, Woody and Amanda, 
Thanks so much for inviting Audrey and me down tonight. She absolutely had a blast. The band 
has so much inertia already. It is a real tribute to leadership and talent that is there. She is really 
looking forward to being part of this fabulous group. We will see you Tuesday. 
Thanks 
Dave  
 
David W. Fairbanks, M.D., FAAFP 
2-22-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Pease: 
  
As a former student athlete (football) and a current football season ticket holder I want to say 
how excited I am that you are building a band at UVA.     I know there is a lot of hard work 
ahead but you are up to the task.  I can't wait until the first performance.  ( I hope your band will 
make the trip to the Temple game in Philadelphia.)  Good luck for a successful start. 
  
Sincerely; 
  
Lee Browning 
EDUC 79 
2-22-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Bill, 
 
I just wanted to thank you for your hard work in organizing the basketball band! The atmosphere 
at U-Hall has so much more energy and that can be contributed to you and your students. I can't 
remember the last time I saw everyone in the arena stand/cheer during a time out; Saturday was 
fantastic. 
 
Thanks again, 
Kristy 
-- 
Kristy Drobney 
Academic Coordinator 
University of Virginia Athletics 
2-27-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease, 
My name is Christina Hammond and am second year here at UVa. I absolutely LOVE the 
HOOps band and have many friends involved in it. I would like to do something to show my 
appreciation of a job well done this basketball season. What I had in mind was that on March 
2nd the last home game against Wake Forest make cookies for you guys before the game. I 
bought some musical cookie cutters and was planning to use them to make cookies for the band. 
I just thought it would be best to run this idea through you first to make sure it was OK. I was not 
sure if you already had something planned for the last home game and if you did if I could help 
by making something additional. I have heard that some of the members are missing "band 
parents" and even though I'm definitely not a parent, I just wanted to show some sort of 
appreciation of all the hard work and effort put forth by all the members of the band. It would be 
great if you could just send me an e-mail back whenever you get a chance. Thanks again! 
 
Sincerely, 
Christina Hammond 
2-15-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease: 
As long-time basketball season ticket holders, we wanted to let you know how much we 
appreciate your efforts and those of the students in the band.  You are terrific!  We can't wait to 
hear you in September. 
Larry & Nancy Tuskey 
Richmond 
2-15-2004 
 
 
Dirk, 

 



I am not sure of the address so I would appreciate it if you would pass this along to the new band 
director. 
 
For Bill Pease, UVA Band director: 
 
I just watched UVA beat GT and as anytime that UVA pulls an upset, I was delighted !! 
HOWEVER, I want to tell you how excited I am to see the band develop. They look good and 
sound great. I like the idea that you are using The Cavalier Song as a fight song as I think that we 
need this kind of support for the teams. Thanks. 
 
Jack Prestia 
 
PS As I indicated in an earlier e-mail, I have waited over 50 years for this!! 
2-14-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Just wanted to let you know that I am so excited about the marching band.  I am a season ticket 
holder for football games and come to many of the Women's basketball games as well as the 
football gowl games and Women's Bball ACC tournament. 
  
Heard the band via tv at the Men's Bball game last weekend and was thrilled. 
  
Looking forward to seeing you this fall (and hopefully at the women's bball game this Sunday). 
  
Good luck and welcome to UVA. 
2-11-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Not to sound too mushy or anything... but tonight was exactly why I joined. Thanks for making 
all this happen. 
 
- Woody 
2-10-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



William 
  
Let me add my belated but no less enthusiastic congratulations to you and welcome to the 
University community. I was fortunate enough to attend the Clemson game and was delighted to 
see the new band and its spirited and melodiously noisy contribution to the game and fan 
support.  I can't wait to see it at a football game! 
  
I have a thought if you won't think it untoward, or worse.  It struck me in listening to a Gilbert & 
Sullivan medley the other day, that "Dance the cachuca, fandango, bolero" from the Goldoliers 
might be a fun song for a basketball game, if feasible in a band arrangement and not too 
challenging.  It is rollicking, lyrical, and noisy, and the staccato trumpet accents are different.   
  
Anyway -- it's great you're here.  We've needed you for a long time. 
  
Bob Baldwin 
Alexandria 
 2-9-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Littlepage, 

We are so excited about the creation of the Cavalier HOOps Band and that our daughter Melanie 
has decided to be a part of it.  As you were quoted in the The Cavalier Daily on January 21, 
2004, "the band is contributing to the spirit and support for the team."  Also, "the band is 
coordinating with the cheerleaders and dance group to "crank up" the atmosphere."   As we went 
to High School sporting events where Melanie used to play, we realized that the band was a 
tremendous draw for folks coming out to games, proving the band to be an integral part of the 
event.   

As we watched the last three UVA games on television, we very much enjoyed listening to 
the band playing enthusiastically and with great excitement.  We were quite impressed at how 
good they sounded, especially when considering the short time they had getting this band 
together.  Needless to say, we were quite the proud parents and waited eagerly for the camera to 
swing in between time outs over to the band.  We could see the cheerleaders and dance line 
frequently, but only a distant glimpse of the band when it so happened that a player was on the 
foul line. 

Surely, it would be nice to pay tribute to the musicians who are donating their time and talent by 
sharing the spotlight between all parties ensuring the success of the games.   Thank you for your 
consideration. 
Best regards, 
Ursula Barkers  | Daily Press  
Administrative Supervisor 
2-9-2004 
 



Just wanted to say thanks for the work you are doing... It was so enjoyable to sit behind the band 
at Sat's game.  You all were so supportive of the team and sounded terrific! 
  
Take care, 
Stephanie G. 
2-8-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hello Mr. Pease, 

Glad to have you here at UVA and I wish you the very best of success in building a UVA Band. 
  
I am an alumnus who participated in the UVA Band (before Pep Band) from 1946 to 1949 and 
we were "semi-formal" and small in number but it was an enjoyable experience. There was a 
picture 
in the Alumni Magazine a few issues back. 
  
I look forward to hearing your progress when the football season rolls arouns again. 
  
I have been curious about your family background. I grew up in Norfolk, VA in a section called 
Fox Hall and I remember a Morris Pease who lived in the Lansdale area about a mile from Fox 
Hall on Princess Anne Road near the Lansdale Circle. 
  
My wife and I moved here when we retired in 1989. Both of us are graduates of UVA way back 
when, but always said we would like to retire here and we have thoroughly enjoyed it. Again, I 
wish you all the best in your efforts. 
  
Chuck Halstead 
UVA - '49 
MCV - '54 
Emory University - '64 
2-6-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 



Allow me to introduce myself. This is my 53rd year as a Virginia fan and a member of the UVA 
band before it was called a PEP band but with the same bottom line - Often a disgrace, 
sometimes funny (without trying) and always the subject of well deserved criticism. I have been 
saying for years that something had to be done and it looks like you are getting a good start. The 
picture of the HOOps band on the internet is refreshing with the uniform and clean appearance! I 
can only assume that the performances have also taken a turn in the right direction. 
 
My main concerns are two: 
1. That The University be well represented. 
2. That the athletic teams be supported. 
 
When the new football season opens, I will be so pleased that we have some music to help us 
with the Good Ole Song but I do hope that you will have lots of brass to fill the stadium with 
support for the players on the field while encouraging the fans to be more involved. Let's not let 
some old music (The Cavalier Song, HOOs going to win?, etc.) be lost. With proper adaptation, 
these would be great for excitement immediately following a score followed by the Good Ole 
Song in a coordinated effort. 
 
I haven't said anything but I do want to welcome you to UVA and wish you the best of luck in 
your efforts. Say hello to your music department colleague Matthew Burtner for me. He will tell 
you that I am a loyal fan and interested in your success. 
 
Best regards, 
Jack Prestia UVA '55 
2-5-2005 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill: 
 
I was in the crowd at U hall last night and heard the band for the first time. Congratulations to 
you and your members for a very spirited performance. It was so good to see a disciplined group 
offering energizing music for the team and crowd. 
 
One suggestion - can you persuade Craig and the powers that be to let the band do our National 
Anthem? As a band director myself for nearly 50 years, I appreciate the importance of our 
National Anthem being performed properly and maintaining the respect this national patriotic air 
deserves. Nothing has bastardized this great tune more than the putrid performances we hear by 
vocalists(?) at our sporting events. Vocal soloists and/or groups simply do not bring the energy to 
it as do fine bands and orchestras. As director of our own Municipal Band, I open all our 
concerts with it except our Christmas Concerts - and the audiences love it. 
 
I am grateful that The University is on the right track developing a fine band that I know it will, 
in time, bring only praise to it and the community. 
 
Keep up the fine work. 
 
Jim Simmons, 
Music Director 
Charlottesville Municipal Band 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Bill, 
Nice to see UVA entering the age of college marching bands.  Although a number of my 
graduates became active participants and student directors of the old "pep band," I was always of 
a mind that UVA needed something a bit more....um....musical :-) 
 
let me know if there's anything I can do to help. 
 
Tim Niebergall 
Yorktown Bands 
Arlington, VA 
1-28-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Kyle, 
 
You guys did a wonderful job last night! Your band really made a difference. I think we can 
attribute at least 10 points to your efforts!! Folks around us were very pleased to see and hear the 
band. I know it is early but I think you played extremely well for your first basketball game. Will 
you be traveling to "away" games too? Keep up the great work!! 
 
Bobbe 
 
(Mrs.) Roberta (Bobbe) A. Nixon 
Director of Internships & Corporate Outreach 
Department of Biomedical Engineering, Stacey Hall 
University of Virginia 
1-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Pease: 
 
I wanted to congratulate you on a great first game with the Cavalier HOOps Band. I graduated 
from UVA in May 2003 and my entire four years there, I was hoping that an actual marching 
band would be formed, so it came as quite a surprise when it was announced that a large sum of 
money was donated to start a marching band. It would have been nice if it had happened before 
my last year so that I would have gotten a chance to work with the band while interning for the 
Sports Promotions office my last year. 
 
I was not at the game on Tuesday, but watched it on TV from northern Virginia. I was surprised 
that I could clearly hear the band behind the commentators, something I could not do with the 
former Pep Band. If you need any assistance or if you are hiring for any sort of administrative-
type position, please get in contact with me. My information will be at the end of this e-mail. 
 
Thank you for all that you are doing with the new Cavalier Band! 
 
Leonard Newman, Jr. 
newman@alumni.virginia.edu 
(703)887-3484 
1-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill, 
Just a quick note to let you know how much I enjoyed the bands performance last night. It added 
so much to the game and the experience. If you all sound that good with only a couple of 
practices, I can't wait for more! Please tell Linda I hope to meet her soon. Please dont hesitate if 
Rich and I can answer any questions in you transition to Charlottesville. We have doctors, 
dentists, accountants, mechanics, plumbers, electricians, painters, vets, kennels, bankers, 
lawyers....well, you get the picture! 
Sara 
1-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thanks William Pease for showcasing the band at the UVA basketball game last night! How 
exciting to have a band in the house! 
 
I'm contacting you to inquire about an opportunity for my son and his friends. Would it be 
possible for my 3-year-old son and 4 of his friends to come watch your students either play or 
practice their insturments? 
 
Please le me know....thanks in advance! 
 
Debbie Ashby 
1-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Darth, I mean Bill: 
I did not make the game last night, but heard good comments all around. The "force" was 
definitely with you and the band.   :-)  I look forward to hearing them at a game soon.    ~Lori 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Lori Ponton, ASID 
Senior Buyer - Furnishings               
University of Virginia 
1-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill, 
  
It was a GREAT start last night at the basketball game.  We were impressed! 
  
Mike McCorry (UVA Band Fan) 
1-21-2004 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Prof. Pease, 

I just wanted to let you know that playing in the band at the Clemson game tonight was so much 
fun!  I am really excited about the future of this band, and I deeply appreciate your hard work 
and enthusiasm.  Thank you so much for dedicating your energy to an endeavor that is so dear to 
the hearts of students like myself who are both musicians and sports fans.  Keep up the great 
work…I’ll see you at practice on Monday! 

Sincerely, 

Mandy 
1-21-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mr. Pease,  
My name is Wayne Boston and I now live in Sanford NC.   I am originally from Orange County, 
Va., and was born at UVA hospital back in ' 57.   I did not go to UVA, but have always been the 
biggest fan of UVA sports.   I want to welcome you to UVA and let you know that fans of the 
football and other sports teams are glad that we will have a quality band to represent our school 
in the future.   I played in the Orange High School marching band while in high school, so I am 
familiar with the dedication and practice that it takes to put on a halftime show or march in a 
parade.   I was never proud of the so called band that Uva had.  Good luck to you at Uva in the 
future.   

Sincerely,  
Wayne Boston  

Wayne A. Boston  
Progress Energy  
(HNP)  RC Dept.  
1-15-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Pease, 
 
As an alumni and Charlottesville area native who thoroughly enjoyed the Pep Band's antics over 
the years, I wish you the congratulations and best wishes in your endeavors with the new 
marching band. As a former high school drum major who marched for seven years, I would have 
loved to continue in a marching band in college (and seriously considered not attending UVa 
because it did not offer that opportunity). I'm glad the University will not be providing students 
the opportunity I never had. 
 
Additionally, you should know that I took one of the few opportunities to see a UVa football 
game close to my new home in Chicago (if you can call Kalamazoo close to Chicago). Your 
half-time show was very entertaining. If you are able to put a product on the field at UVa that is 
even close to as good as the Bronco band I saw, you will have done your University proud. 
 
Best of luck in all your endeavors, 
 
J. Bryan Wood 
CLAS '96, LAW '99 
1-13-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Pease, 
 
As a UVa alumnus, I'm looking forward to seeing the new band. I just wanted to pass along one 
thought. On one of the UVa athletics internet message boards, I saw a post that referred to the 
new band as the "Marching Cavaliers". (The poster was not affiliated with the band in any way 
as far as I know.) I'm confident that you have already realized that the term he used is an 
oxymoron, since cavaliers by definition were horsemen, not marchers. My point? Simply that I'm 
hopeful we won't see the University become the butt of jokes for using his characterization of the 
band. I haven't seen it used elsewhere, and I hope you will be proactive in doing what you can to 
discourage it. 
 
Thanks, and best wishes for much success with the new band. 
 
JAY MOORE 
RICHMOND, VA 
1-8-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Director Pease –  

As a faithful fan of the Hoos, and proud alumnus, I congratulate you on what appears to be a 
successful beginning in establishing a marching band at the University. God knows we needed 
one in Scott Stadium this year. I think many of us were also surprised to hear that the "Cavalier 
Song" is our fight song, and is the song that is heard at the beginning of basketball games, but 
rarely heard (even though played by the Pep Band) at football games. That is a very good song 
and hope that it is further entrenched as our signature fight song. More importantly, I do hope 
that the uniforms and style of the band do not parallel those of the Marching Gobblers or any 
other college "high school band" that we enjoyed lampooning in the Pep Band's finer days. 
Regardless of our move toward being a big-time football school (and I applaud that and Coach 
Groh), I hope that the band does retain some uniqueness about it, as shown in style and uniform. 
None of those big hats with feathers, or Sgt. Pepper jackets, as an example. Maybe something a 
little more athletic looking would be better. Anyway, the groundswell is for your initial and 
continued success, and I hope that maybe, regardless of uniform, the new band will be an 
integral part of a Saturday game in Charlottesville. Good luck. 
Jack Gillooly, 
1-8-2004 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Pease, 
 
 I just wanted to take a moment and CONGRATULATE you on your endeavors as the new 
Director of Bands at the University of Virginia.  This will be an exciting upcoming season for the 
faculty, students, alumni and fans of the University of Virginia. 
 
I wanted to extend a helping hand if you ever need it with your Color Guard.  I am the former 
Color Guard instructor of the Varina High School Marching Band in Richmond, Virginia.  I 
worked with Gary Thompson, Tim Altman, Marc Carder, and several other directors over the 16 
years that I was associated with the program.  I am sure at some point we have met either thru 
Marching Band or when I worked for Dixie Classic Festivals.  If there is anything I can ever do 
to help out, please let me know.  I live just east of the Charlottesville area. 
 
Best of luck with your upcoming season and future endeavors at the University of Virginia. 
 
Sincerely, 
David Craig 
1-5-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Hello, and welcome to the Cavalier Family. I have really looked forward to the day our 
Marching Band can dominate a stadium with a thundering sound that's familiar to our team and 
fans. I wanted to ask a question regarding the band. Will it have a drum corps. I watch quite a bit 
of college football, and always found the Oklahoma Band to have an outstanding drum 
corps they use during the game. I think they throw in some different pieces with it, I'm not sure. 
But I do know it is heard for the entire game, and I'm sure it motivates the players and fans alike. 
If you're interested, tape the Oklahoma bowl game, and you'll hear what they do.  
 
 
I look forward to hearing our band next fall. As a matter of fact, I'm giddy over the idea. 
 
Isaac C. Powers III 
Systems Developer - Utilities Team 
City of Richmond, Department of Information Technology 
12-29-2003 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Pease- 
  
My name is Jason Campbell and I am the Parade Committee Chairperson for the Lynchburg, VA 
Christmas Parade. The parade is hosted by the Lynchburg Fire & EMS Foundation, Inc. The 
2003 parade just wrapped up 2 weekends ago, but we are already planning for the 2004 event. 
This was the first year for our organization to serve as the host, as the Lynchburg Jaycees 
organized and hosted the event for 42 years. 
  
This past year we asked area citizens and businesses what they would like to see include in the 
annual Christmas parade. The number 1 response- unanimously- was more marching bands- high 
school, college/university, and military. We made a great attempt this past year, but because we 
became the host at a late date, we were unable to gain the participation from bands for the 2003 
parade. 
  
I am therefore writing to ask if the Cavalier Marching Band will be traveling to participate in 
community parades, like the Lynchburg Christmas Parade? Our parade this year featured nearly 
100 entires and provided a 1.5 hour enjoyable holiday event. If the band would be willing, I 
would like to extend an invitation to the band to participate in the Lynchburg Christmas Parade 
on Saturday, December 4, 2004 at 5pm in the City of Lynchburg. While I'm sure this seems very 
early to be extending the invitation, we learned in August that August was too late to start 
planning a parade!! 
  
I would sincerely appreciate your consideration of our request. Even if you can't commit at this 
time, acknowledgement of future consideration would be appreciated. 
  
I would also like to offer our best wishes for the success of the new marching band efforts that 
you and your staff and accomplishing. 
  
With warm regards, 
Jason Campbell 
Chairperson, Parade Committee 
Lynchburg Fire & EMS Foundation, Inc. 
12-24-2003 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Dear Mr. Pease, 

 

 Welcome to the University of Virginia!  You come to the university during a time of 
turmoil and change as far as music goes.  Your inclusion in the university family means that your 
qualifications are exemplary and your goals for UVa are in line with what’s best for Virginia.  I 
have no qualifications or position to tout, but I do have concerns, which I’d like to share with 
you. 

 Baldwin High School in Pittsburgh had a great marching band of which I was proud to be 
a student director and rank leader, tenor sax player.  Our deep purple uniforms, white trim, white 
spats, military hats with white plumes and white gloves looked spectacular.  Our marching and 
dancing were precise.  Our music (when we had enough horns) was powerful.  At my first 
football game at UVa I couldn’t believe that a major university had no band!  My fraternity 
brother, John Minor, helped start the pep band.  You’re familiar with where that went and why 
you are now at UVa. 

 Our state school is unique.  Its traditions embrace free thought and non-conformity.  Our 
students are taught to think outside the box.  The most valuable thing in my life, that which has 
opened doors and led to professional fulfillment, is my degree from UVa (Psyc. ’67).  There was 
nothing “ho-hum” about my 4 years in Charlottesville.  One has to understand traditional and 
non-traditional viewpoints before launching.  UVa gets the credit for teaching me critical 
thinking. 

 We have major athletic programs in need of musical support.  The pep band lost its 
direction and never had much support, but it represented thinking outside the box.  It was unique 
and very un-state U.  You have the difficult job of figuring out how to apply your great skills to 
our institution.  Whatever direction you pick is the direction we head and there won’t be any 
turning the bus around without a major hoo-haw.  So, you must pick carefully and that’s why I 
am bothering you with this letter. 

 Here in Texas we have some great bands.  My daughter went to Texas A & M.  My wife 
went to Texas Tech.  We’ve been to the Virginia / Texas games.  Those are great bands and very 
different.  We have great high school band traditions all around the state and here in the DFW 
area.  Which elements will you capture for Virginia?  What will make our band different, yet 
powerful and a show?   

 You are starting traditions now.  Will you be making a script Virginia?  Will you have a 
sea of flag twirling jumpettes who generally wander around the field and get in the way?  Will 
you have xylophones and marimbas and bells strung up and down the side line making a bellful 
racket which nobody can figure out?  Will we be hearing the full concert version of the attack of 
the crazed bee?  Will our military marchers wear military style uniforms and take little goofy 



steps like every high school band in Texas?  Will we have a PA person directing our attention to 
the show in his / her Columbia School of Broadcasting (not affiliated with CBS) voice?  Will 
you play the National Anthem like a hymn?  Please don’t try to be Grambling State, A & M, 
OSU or Western Michigan. 

 Please take your talent and track record and color it with the culture here at the U.  Think 
outside the box.   

 The character of the band begins when the first spectator sees the first band member in 
uniform.  Do we see blazers, ties and visors?  Interesting look.  Does the band enter together?  
Do they play some of the old school songs or maybe a march tempo “Good Old Song” on the 
way in?  Can you retain an element of comedy in your shows?  Are there visual gags that work?  
What unique, cool thing have you seen or thought of that you might like to try?  Try it!  Do you 
have flat top guitars and violins in the band?  Do you have little ensembles within the band, each 
featured differently at different times during the half time performances?  Is there a unique way 
to get onto the field for your performance?  Are there singing ensembles whose performance 
makes sense every once in a while?  Do you have a little parade before the game- from Alumnae 
Hall to the stadium maybe?  Is there some tradition like that that you might like to establish? 

 What do your bandspeople have to say?  What is their vision of the band?  What ideas do 
these talented students have that make sense?  There are a few (very few) of my old fellow 
students who want Ohio State, thank you very much.  Most want something different.  What 
combination of talent and showmanship makes sense for the University of Virginia?  What can 
we do that makes a young person of considerable musical talent want to be a part of the 
University Band?  What unique aspect of your experience will win over the doubters, the nay-
sayers?  Dig deep and have a ball. 

 The Smiths’ put a lot of money up front.  The Athletic Director and Head Football Coach 
have a vision.  (When you can call their plays for the Wahoos, then they can dictate your show.)  
Knowing the University as I think I do, you have been given a very broad mandate and not been 
restricted by the deep pockets or our top 20 division I coaches.   

 Mr. Pease, you get to walk this walk.  Walk a cool path.  Use your arranging skill and 
experience to put your dreams on the field.  Let us discover a difference.  Let us find a unique 
look and sound that entertains and attracts.  Let the influence of the Grounds and the history of 
the school influence your direction. 

 I produce airline training for American Airlines.  My education, experience flying the 
line and years spent in instruction helped me to think outside the box when our 777 training had 
to be built.  We did things we had never done before and produced the best initial training 
program American had ever seen.  We won over the skeptics with performance.  Good luck in 
doing the same with your band.  It can be done and seeing where you’ve come from and what 
you represent, well, you’re the guy who can do it. 



Enough.  Welcome!  Enjoy!  I wasn’t a very good student, but I got a great education.  
My dad died between my second and third year and I lost his push.  On a cold night with only the 
sound of snow falling on the lawn you’ll feel a hand on your shoulder as did I.  There will be no 
one there, but the message will be unmistakable.  It is the school of Mr. Jefferson.  It is his 
influence encouraging us to step boldly forward, to be worthy of our environment.  I felt I could 
not disappoint the spirit of times past.  You will feel the same way.   

In friendship, (Wahoo-Wa)(What a goofy thing to cheer- goes with the territory, doesn’t it?) 

Jim Danahey ‘67 
12-23-2004 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

  I'm a longtime WMU and Bronco Marching Band fan. We already miss you!  
 
I just came upon the link to this UVA scramble band member's webpage, where you are given 
Darth Vader status. Clever kid, this one. <wink> Just hope he decides to use his creativity in 
cooperation with your leadership so the Marching Cavaliers can be as great as the BMB became 

under your direction. 
 
You clearly have gone into a hornet's nest with the disbanding of the scramble band, and the 
students are angry about it. Know that our best wishes go with you, and we have every 
confidence that you'll win these 
students over in short order. 
 
Best of luck to the very best! 
 
Cathy Squires           
12-6-2003 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As an alum that was at the U when the Pep Band was started, I just wanted to say I am glad you 
are here, and I look forward to not only the marching band, but the Basketball Band this winter. 
 
I have spoken to a number of my fellow Hoos, and there are several things we all hope for is that 
the band: 
(1) while in the football stands and at Basketball games, continues to play some of our favorites 
from through the years - Basin Street Blues, On Broadway, Hogan's Heroes, Everybody's 



Everything, and most importantly at the end of every victory 
(2) Is loud enough at Scott Stadium to be heard everywhere.
band would drown out the Pep Band.
(3) Arrange something for the Bowl Game!!!!
embarrassing, to go the the Friday night Pep Rally and the Tire Bowl game without any band.
 
Best of luck. 
 
Sid Spencer 
CLAS '77 

12-5-2003 

 

________________________________________________________________________

 I just wanted to say thank you for taking the job at UVA and that I am very excited to see the 
new marching band in action when the 2004
impressed with the Western Michigan band.

  

One thing I did want to mention is that I hope you and the band really embrace the 'Cavalier 
Song'. The Good Ole Song is a fine tradition but I would just love to see the entire crowd 
clapping to the Cavalier Song after every Wahoo touchdown in '04. I'm sure that there is room 
for both songs..lol. Take care, good luck, and remember...The Cavalier Song! GO HOOS!
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rything, and most importantly at the end of every victory - Boogie Down. 
(2) Is loud enough at Scott Stadium to be heard everywhere.  I hated it when the opposing team's 
band would drown out the Pep Band. 
(3) Arrange something for the Bowl Game!!!!   It will be disappointing, if not downright 
embarrassing, to go the the Friday night Pep Rally and the Tire Bowl game without any band.

________________________________________________________________________

st wanted to say thank you for taking the job at UVA and that I am very excited to see the 
new marching band in action when the 2004-05 football season starts in 11 months. I was very 
impressed with the Western Michigan band. 

ion is that I hope you and the band really embrace the 'Cavalier 
Song'. The Good Ole Song is a fine tradition but I would just love to see the entire crowd 
clapping to the Cavalier Song after every Wahoo touchdown in '04. I'm sure that there is room 

th songs..lol. Take care, good luck, and remember...The Cavalier Song! GO HOOS!

________________________________________________________________________

I hated it when the opposing team's 

ll be disappointing, if not downright 
embarrassing, to go the the Friday night Pep Rally and the Tire Bowl game without any band. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

st wanted to say thank you for taking the job at UVA and that I am very excited to see the 
05 football season starts in 11 months. I was very 

ion is that I hope you and the band really embrace the 'Cavalier 
Song'. The Good Ole Song is a fine tradition but I would just love to see the entire crowd 
clapping to the Cavalier Song after every Wahoo touchdown in '04. I'm sure that there is room 

th songs..lol. Take care, good luck, and remember...The Cavalier Song! GO HOOS! 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


