
Arabesque Fest

A round -table discussion celebrating the Arab world’s leading novelists and major critics
“Reflections on War, Prison, and Androgynous Writing”

Monday, March 9th, 4:00-6:00PM 
Harrison Institute Auditorium

Hoda Barakat (Lebanon)

Novelist and winner of 
the prestigious al-Naqid 
(Literary Criticism 
Award, 1990)  & the 
French Minister of 
Culture’s Chevalier of the 
Order of Arts and Letters 
(2002).

Gamal Al-Ghitany (Egypt)

Sonallah Ibrahim (Egypt)

Discussion will be moderated by: 

Co-sponsors for Arabesque Fest are: Page Barbour Lecture Series, Arts and Sciences Council, Office 
of the Dean of Students, COAS Special Lecture Series, VPSA, Department of French Language and 
Literature, Department of English, Studies in Women and Gender, Middle Eastern and South 
Asian Languages & Cultures, Middle East Program, Third Year Council,  LGBT Resource Center

Professor and Chair of the English and 
Comparative Literature Department at 
the American University in Cairo.  One 
of the Arab world’s leading literary critics 
and scholars, she is editor of Alif: Journal 
of Comparative Poetics.

Ferial Ghazoul

Amal Amireh

Hanadi Al-Samman

Novelist, short story writer, and 
journalist. Winner of the Zayed 
Book Award in Literature (2009) 
and the French Minister of 
Culture’s Chevalier of the Order 
of Arts and Letters (1987).

Novelist and short story 
writer. Winner of
the Ministry of Egyptian 
Culture’s Arab Novel Award 

Associate Professor of Women 
and Gender Studies at George 
Mason University.

Assistant Professor of Arabic in 
the Department of Middle East-
ern and South Asian Languages 
and Cultures.


