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Commanding Officerõs Address: 
CAPT Timothy Watkins, USN 

O n 22 May 2010, nine Ensigns and three 

Second Lieu-

tenants will re-

ceive their com-

missions after 

successfully com-

pleting four years 

o f  a c a d e m i c 

preparation, pro-

fessional develop-

ment and plain 

hard work as 

members of Uni-

versity of Vir-

giniaõs Naval 

ROTC Battalion. 

They join 2165 

graduates of this 

program who have gone before them since 

1941, representing UVA while faithfully serv-

ing our country and the cause of freedom 

around the world.  

 Second Lieutenants Bordelon, Cronin, and 

Vozka will be commissioned in the United 

States Marine Corps; Ensigns DiResta,  Ka-

runkaran, and OõBrien will attend aviation 

(pilot) training; Ensign Mitchell will attend 

aviation (Naval Flight Officer) training; En-

signs Kreyenhagen, OõNeill, and Portzer will 

train as Surface Warfare Officers; Ensigns 

Hardy and Stromeyer will enter the òSilent 

Serviceó of nuclear submarines. We congratu-

late and bid òfair winds and following seasó to 

the class of 2010. 

 The unit staff ð Commander Mike Beno, 

Major John Prather, Lieutenants Dan Choud-

hury, Jess Feldon, and Preston Marshall, 

Gunnery Sergeant Alfonso Salazar, Ms. Janet 

Parkinson and Mr. John Cochran ð through-

out the year, all have 

worked diligently 

and contr ibuted 

much to the training 

of the midshipmen 

and smooth operation 

of the unit.   

 To the UVA 

NROTC Battalion of 

Midshipmen ð enjoy 

your summer train-

ing, relax with your 

families and friends, 

and return in August 

safely and ready to 

take on another year 

of challenges.  Among 

these will be training the new midshipmen of 

the class of 2014. We look forward to their ar-

rival and to the superb job you will do in 

shaping these future leaders of our naval ser-

vice. Have a great summer!  

 We probably donõt say this enough but, on 

behalf of the entire unit, Iõd like to recognize 

and thank the parents and families of our 

graduates and of all our midshipmen for their 

steadfast support.  You can all be very proud 

of your Mids and are a huge part of their suc-

cess.  Thanks for helping them to realize their 

high aspirations.  

 Parents, feel free to contact me any time.  

Our unit e -mail address is on our website.  If 

you find yourselves on Grounds, please stop 

by and visit.  My door is always open.  

 God Bless each of you, your families, our 

fellow services, our Navy and Marine Corpsé

and God Bless the United States of America.  
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Unit Staff 

GySgt Salazar LT Marshall LT Feldon 

Ms. Parkinson 

CDR Beno LT Choudhury Maj Prather 

Mr. Cochran 
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Battalion Commanding Officerõs Message: 
MIDN 1/C Portzer 

T he spring semester at 

UVA NROTC is one of 

both transition and develop-

ment, as each class prepares 

to take on newer and greater 

leadership roles.  The 4/C 

midshipmen begin to take on 

responsibility within the bat-

talion, and the 1/C prepare to 

enter the fleet.  As such, our 

focus this semester covered 

both ends of the spectrum: an 

emphasis on increasing fleet -

level knowledge as well as 

opportunities for small unit 

leadership.  The semesterõs 

training and the achieve-

ments of the battalion clearly 

reflect the development of all 

the midshipmen on both 

scales. 

 From a series of distin-

guished guest speakers, in-

cluding Medal of Honor re-

cipient Colonel Wesley L. Fox 

(USMC, Ret.) to platoon level discussions and 

maritime tactical scenarios, our weekly training 

has included both traditional and innovative new 

evolutions.  Our physical training became not just 

an athletically demanding event, but also tested 

platoon and squad leadersõ ability to plan, com-

municate, and execute a training mission.  Small 

group discussions on topics ranging from ethics to 

warfare communities introduced underclassmen 

to the values and mission of the Navy and Marine 

Corps, while drawing on the experience and men-

torship of both upperclassmen and Unit Staff.  

 The Standard Drill Team attended Villanova 

Universityõs drill competition for the second year 

in a row, and returned with a third place trophy 

in Inspection, while MIDN 2/C Palanca won the 

Individual Drill Competition for the second year 

in a row. This year also included the first charity 

Dodgeball Tournament, an extremely successful 

event involving the whole University community.  

 The battalion pushed 

itself beyond the status 

quo this semester, design-

ing and executing two 

completely new op orders, 

as well as responding and 

adapting to a challenging 

new physical training 

style.  I have been both 

pleased and honored to 

have the opportunity to 

lead the Battalion these 

past several months, and 

look forward to taking the 

lessons Iõve learned here 

at NROTC with me to the 

fleet.  After witnessing a 

semester of remarkable 

leadership and profes-

sional development from 

the second, third, and 

fourth classes, I leave the 

Unit inspired to continue 

my own development as a 

junior officer in the fleet.  

 

- J.C. Portzer  
 

 

"For in this modern world, the instruments of war-

fare are not solely for waging war. Far more impor-

tantly, they are the means for controlling peace. Na-

val officers must therefore understand not only how 

to fight a war, but how to use the tremendous power 

which they operate to sustain a world of liberty and 

justice, without unleashing the powerful instruments 

of destruction and chaos that they have at their com-

mand."  

Admiral Arleigh Burke  
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Battalion Staff 

ALFA COMPANY  
Alfa COCO: MIDN 1/C Stromeyer 
Alfa CPO: MIDN 2/C Miller 
1st PLT CDR: MIDN 2/C Minneman 
2nd PLT CDR: MIDN 2/C Spragans 
 

BNCO : MIDN 1/C Portzer 
BNXO : MIDN 1/C Cronin 
BNMC : MIDN 2/C Lyle 

N3 (Ops): MIDN 1/C Kreyenhagen 
N4 (Supply)/N5 (Future Plans): MIDN 2/C Lewis 

MIDN 2/C Denning 
Chief  Petty Officer 

Platoon Commander: MIDN 2/C Ferguson 
1st Squad: MIDN 3/C Rives, MIDN 1/C DiResta, 

MIDN 2/C Kovach, MIDN 4/C Cruz, MIDN 4/C Mills  
2nd Squad: MIDN 3/C Jibilian, MIDN 1/C OõNeill, 

MIDN 2/C Mason, MIDN 4/C Weisskopf,  
MIDN 4/C Shuler 

MIDN of  the Semester Color Platoon 

BRAVO COMPANY  
Bravo COCO: MIDN 1/C Karunakaran 
Bravo CPO: MIDN 2/C Denning 
1st PLT CDR: MIDN 2/C Croghan 
2nd PLT CDR: MIDN 2/C Ferguson 
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Farewell LT Marshall 

Welcome Aboard LT Feldon 
riculum, LT Feldon transferred to the Nuclear 

Power Training Unit (NPTU) located in Ballston 

Spa, New York.  

 After completing the Submarine Officer Basic 

Course in Groton, Connecticut, LT Feldon reported 

to his first ship, the USS SANTA FE (SSN 763) in 

2006.  While onboard the SANTA FE, LT Feldon 

performed a number of primary duties including 

Reactor Control Assistant (RCA), Damage Control 

Assistant (DCA), communications officer, and Local 

Area Network division officer.  While at sea, LT 

Feldon and the SANTA FE performed exercises at 

the North Pole, transited the Panama Canal, and 

made port calls in France, Yokosuka, Singapore, 

and Okinawa.  

 LT Feldonõs personal decorations include the 

Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal and 

the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.  

LT Feldon will be with us for at least another year.  

We have no doubts that he will serve as an effec-

tive mentor for all of the midshipmen here at the 

University. Welcome aboard LT Feldon!  

- MIDN 3/C Asaban  
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A fter three years of outstanding service to the 

UVA NROTC program, it has come time to say 

our farewells to our resident Surface Warfare Offi-

cer (SWO), LT Preston Marshall.  

  LT Marshall reported on board the Univer-

sity of Virginia Naval ROTC unit in the late fall 

2007 semester.  During his time here, he has been 

working on a masterõs degree in National Security 

from American Military University.  

 In his time at UVA, LT Marshall acted as year 

group advisor for several classes of midshipmen, as 

well as the surface warfare community advisor for 

the battalion as a whole.  Under his mentorship and 

guidance, at least 14 UVA graduates selected and 

began their careers as SWOs.  

 LT Marshall was responsible for founding  SWO 

Society within the UVA battalion, the first such 

group that set the stage for the other community 

societies to follow.  He identifies these activities ñ

Norfolk trips, ice skating events, yearly SWO pic-

nicsñas the highlight of his time at UVA.  Being 

able to share his knowledge and passion of the SWO 

community with eager midshipmen was the obvious 

high point.  

 After leaving UVA, LT Marshall will enter the 

Aegis Weapons System department head pipeline.  

He will go first to the Aegis Training and Readi-

ness Center in Dahlgren, VA, before proceeding to 

Newport, RI for the six month Department Head 

course.  Upon completion of his training in 2011, 

LT Marshall will meet up with the crew of his next 

ship, the USS ARLEIGH BURKE, out of Naval 

Station Norfolk.  There he will serve a 3 year tour, 

including acting as Weapons Officer for the first 18 

months.  

 LT Marshall has high goals for the rest of his 

career.  When describing his aspirations, he quickly 

jumped to one word ñcommand.  As an O -4, LT 

Marshall sees himself commanding a patrol craft, a 

destroyer as an O -5, and eventually, a cruiser.  

òBut thatõs twenty years out,ó LT Marshall said, 

before adding coyly, òof course then Iõll become the 

CNO and change everything.ó 

 To the current and future midshipmen of UVA 

NROTC, LT Marshall leaves valuable advice.  

First, he explains, is to never stop learning, always 

stay humble, and understand that you do not know 

everything.  But even more, LT Marshall encour-

ages the next group of naval officers to òtake pride 

in what you do.ó  Remember, òitõs not just a job,ó he 

said. òYou are serving your country and sacrificing 

for our freedom.ó 

- MIDN 4/C Freeburg  

T he Naval ROTC Unit is proud to welcome LT 

Feldon, our new submarine community officer 

and third class year group advisor, to the Unit and 

to the University community.  LT Feldon replaced 

LT Martin earlier this year and we wish LT Martin 

well as he completes his degree from Darden and 

heads out into the business world.  However, we are 

sure that LT Feldon will bring our midshipmen a 

unique prospective on the submarine community, 

nuclear power and provide us with the leadership 

and guidance we need to become successful Naval 

and Marine Corps officers.  

 LT Jess Feldon graduated from the United 

States Merchant Marine Academy in 2004 with a 

B.S. in marine engineering systems.  Upon gradua-

tion, he received his Coast Guard license as a mer-

chant officer and commissioned into the Merchant 

Marine Naval Reserve.  

 LT Feldon began his active duty career and 

joined the submarine community, attending Nuclear 

Power School (NPS) in Charleston, South Carolina.  

After successfully completing the rigorous NPS cur-
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Farewell Ms. Parkinson 

Farewell CDR Beno 
fore coming to UVA in 2006, CDR Beno worked as a Strate-

gic Planner for the Missile Defense Agency in Arlington, VA 

where he was part of the effort to defend our nation from 

ballistic missile attack. 

 Shortly after arriving at UVA as the Executive Officer, 

CDR Beno had his first exposure to NROTC training, when 

he witnessed ENS (then MIDN) OôHagan doing his best to  

look tough while teaching the newest incoming class of Mid-

shipmen.   As he prepares to bid farewell, CDR Beno offers 

this advice to current and future Midshipmen, ñJust like in a 

game of cards, you have to be all in when you are doing your 

job.  When you fully commit yourself you can see those 

around you that do the same and stick with them.ò  Without a 

doubt, CDR Beno has been ñall in,ò not only during his time 

at UVA, but over the course of his entire Navy career.  His 

personal decorations include the Joint Meritorious Service 

Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps 

Commendation Medal (3rd Award), Joint Service Achieve-

ment Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 

Medal. 

 This summer, CDR Beno is scheduled to retire and plans 

to move to Albuquerque, NM with his wife and family.  

There he will take a position as Senior Naval Science In-

structor of the Manzano High School Navy Junior ROTC 

program.  On behalf of UVA Naval ROTC, thank you CDR 

Beno for your peerless guidance and leadership.  We wish 

you fair winds and following seas! 

- MIDN 3/C Connolly 

A fter over forty years of dedicated service to 

UVA NROTC, Ms. Janet Parkinson will be re-

tiring.  Ms. Parkinson, who began working here in 

1969, witnessed first -hand a large portion of the 

Unitõs history.  She experienced everything from the 

war protests of the 1960s and 1970s, the Univer-

sityõs reclamation of both Maury and Halsey Hall, 

and the changing of more than 12 different com-

mands of our Unit.  During her tenure as civilian 

administrative assistant, she has helped hundreds 

of young men and women to receive commissions as 

Ensigns and Second Lieutenants in the Naval Ser-

vice. 

 She will be remembered by Midshipmen, Staff, 

and alumni as a cheerful, sweet, and dedicated 

woman.  According to Midshipman 1/C DiResta, 

òShe is the single greatest thing to ever happen to 

this Unitéwhenever you saw her she brightened 

your day.ó 

 The sheer breadth of Ms. Parkinsonõs influence 

cannot be underestimated.  After years of proud ser-

vice, she still leaves a lasting impression on mid-

shipmen and alumni alike.  During a recent drill pe-

riod in which Rear Admiral Prindle (SEAS 79õ) vis-

ited the Unit, Ms. Parkinson warmly greeted him, 

remembering him after thirty years since his 

graduation. òItõs amazing!ó stated Midshipman 1/C 

Kreyenhagen, òShe was working when a Midship-

man, who is now an Admiral, was commissioned.ó  

Ultimately Ms. Parkinson leaves a legacy of care and 

loyalty to generations of midshipmen, one that will 

be long admired and that this Unit owes her a debt 

of gratitude for.  

 Ms. Parkinson plans to retire in Charlottesville 

and hopes to maintain contact with the Unit.  For 41 

years she has shown unyielding dedication and gen-

erosity to UVA Naval ROTC.  Her contributions will 

not be forgotten by the Midshipmen and staff who 

had the honor of working with her.  

 On behalf of past generations of midshipmen and 

staff that you dedicated your service to and for all 

future generations that you helped lay the founda-

tions for, fair winds and following seas, Ms. Parkin-

son. You will be sorely missed.  

- MIDN 1/C OõBrien 

 

F or the last 4 years, Commander Michael Beno has been 

a guiding force for UVA Naval ROTC, and a great asset 

to the Midshipman Battalion.  CDR Beno has accumulated a 

wealth of experience since his graduation from the United 

States Naval Academy in 1988 and his arrival at his first 

ship, the USS WILLIAM H. STANDLEY (CG 32).  His 

introduction to life as a Naval Officer came rather abruptly, 

since the ship was already underway and in rough seas, and 

then ENS Beno was forced to throw his gear from a hover-

ing helicopter.  He was then lowered precariously to the 

deck of the ship, while hoping his uniforms would not be 

swept overboard. 

  He soon entered his element, and served as the Elec-

tronic Warfare Officer, Navigator, and Administrative/Legal 

Officer.  Ashore, CDR Beno attended the Naval Post Gradu-

ate School in Monterey, CA where he earned a Masters de-

gree in Mechanical Engineering.  Returning to sea, he served 

as Operations Officer on USS BARRY (DDG 52), deploy-

ing twice to the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf, and as 

Assistant Surface Operations Officer for Commander Car-

rier Group EIGHT (THEODORE ROOSEVELT Battle 

Group) where he deployed in support of operations in Kos-

ovo.  Continuing his education, CDR Beno graduated from 

the U.S. Army Command General Staff College in FT 

Leavenworth, KS in 2001.  He then reported as Executive 

Officer (XO) aboard USS DECATUR (DDG 73) where he 

deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Be-



T he Naval ROTC Unit congratulates Marine Of-

ficer Instructor Major John Prather on his re-

cent promotion from Captain to Major.  The cere-

mony took place on February 1, 2010 in the Ward-

room at Maury Hall. Unit XO, Commander Beno 

and Major Pratherõs wife, Sonya, pinned him.  His 

children, John and Meagan, were also present.  

 The Unit CO, Captain Watkins spoke to the sig-

nificance of achieving the rank of Major.  Major 

Prather said that this was probably the most sig-

nificant promotion of his career.  With this newest 

promotion, Major Prather is no longer a junior offi-

cer, but is now recognized as a field grade officer in 

the Marine Corps.  While Major Prather already 

shouldered many responsibilities as a Captain of Ma-

rines, the promotion to Major means even more re-

sponsibility.  He currently plans to attend Command 

and Staff College after departing the unit next sum-

mer.  Again, congratulations Major Prather!  

- MIDN 4/C Maloney  

 Putting aside how difficult it was to achieve the 

rank of Gunnery Sergeant, GySgt Salazar said this 

promotion meant more to him than any of his previ-

ous promotions.  He said this because òthe Marines 

did it for me.ó  He attributes his promotion completely 

to the hard work of the Marines that worked with 

him in Iraq as a Platoon Sergeant and Platoon Com-

mander.  GySgt Salazar was specifically recognized 

for excelling beyond all reasonable expectations on 

mission accomplishment.  He motivated his Marines 

and they all truly lived together by the motto: òHonor. 

Pride. Loyalty. Brotherhood.ó 

 It is worth noting that, even though the only re-

quirement for a promotion is that a senior officer be 

present, the promotion ceremony serves as a way to 

recognize military personnel, like Major Prather and 

GySgt Salazar, for their outstanding service.  It also 

allows their families and friends to attend a milestone 

in their career, so that they can celebrate with them.  

Finally, it provides another opportunity for midship-

men to learn from those leaders who represent the 

Marines here at the University.  Again, congratula-

tions Gunnery Sergeant Salazar!  

- MIDN 4/C Maloney  

T he Naval ROTC Unit congratulates Assistant 

Marine Officer Instructor GYSGT Alfonso Sala-

zar on his recent promotion from Staff Sergeant to 

Gunnery Sergeant.  The ceremony took place on 1 

December 2009 in the Maury Hall 209; Unit MOI, 

Major Prather and GySgt Galban pinned him.  GySgt 

Galban and GySgt Salazar joined the Marine Corps 

around the same time and served together on occa-

sion, essentially moving through the Marine Corps 

together.  

 GySgt Salazar was one of the 1854 selected for 

promotion to Gunnery Sergeant out of 7202 eligible 

Staff Sergeants.  Within his MOS (Military Occupa-

tional Specialty), GySgt Salazar was one of 160 se-

lected.  The promotion to Gunnery Sergeant is based 

on GySgtõs Salazarõs complete record in the Marine 

Corps, and this most recent promotion is truly a vali-

dation of his leadership.  After finishing his tour at 

UVA, GySgt Salazar will return to the fleet and take 

on new responsibilities.  He will most likely become a 

Company Gunnery Sergeant or return as a Platoon 

Sergeant in the more demanding Weapons Company.  

As a Gunnery Sergeant, GySgt Salazar will be the 

main asset for tactics and logistics in his company.           

 As a truly respected and seasoned Marine, GySgt 

Salazar will have an increased mentoring role.  GySgt 

Salazar has already gained increased experience in 

that role in the Unit here at UVA, mentoring mid-

shipmen who are training to be the next junior offi-

cers. 
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Major Prather 

Gunnery Sergeant Salazar 
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A Day in the Life of  a Midshipman 

I  tõs already 2200 and I havenõt yet prepared for tomorrow ð Tuesday, a Drill Day for NROTC.  

Why did I neglect to iron my uniform or polish my 

shoes earlier in the day?  I donõt know.  I blame it 

on homework and the ridiculous amount of reading 

teachers assign college students these days.  It can 

get difficult to balance the overwhelming amount of 

essays, problem sets, and projects.  Talk about 

never getting enough sleep, let alone having time to 

hang out.  I have class at 0800 on Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays but, as a midshipman I 

need to get up around 0600 on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days.  Also, since Iõm a fourth-class, I have to wake 

up at 0500 on Fridays for Field Day and drill prac-

tice. Can I hear someone say intense?  

 Anyway, time to say goodbye to homework for 

today and get ready for tomorrow morning.  First, I 

iron my khakis and make sure to starch my creases 

so they look crisp for tomorrow.  After ironing, I 

carefully place my shirt stays on the khaki blouse so 

I can save time getting dressed tomorrow morning.  

After hanging my uniform up, I polish my shoes un-

til I can see my reflection.  I pack my black bag and 

finally go to sleep.  

 My phone wakes me up around 0600 and on the 

other end is a fellow midshipman, making sure that 

I am awake.  I received a Unauthorized Absence 

(UA) last semester and I surely didnõt want to re-

ceive another one, especially after talking with 

Gunnery Sergeant about my unacceptable tardi-

ness.  So I sluggishly get out of bed, put my hair up, 

and put my uniform on ð being careful not to wake 

my roommate.  At 0630, I head off to Maury Hall for 

Drill.  

 After I report to my Squad Leader in the Bravo 

Company room and Colors we moved upstairs to 

Maury 209.  The Battalion Executive Officer briefs 

us about which squads and platoons won color pla-

toon points for their performances the previous 

week.  Today we have guest speakers ð Rear Admi-

ral Donegan and a VFA Squadron Panel, who trav-

elled to share their experiences with us as well as 

answer our questions about the Fleet.  RDML Done-

gan shared interesting facts about how the United 

States Navy and Chinese fleet interact at sea. His 

closing speech about the importance of motivation 

was inspirational; it made me feel proud to be a 

part of an organization that can help me achieve 

more than I could by myself.  

 After having some Panera in the Wardroom and 

posing a few questions to the VFA Squadron I head 

off to French class at 1000.  At 1050, I go to LT 

Choudhuryõs naval history class.  We discuss naval 

strategy and policy during the First World War as 

well as the importance of the convoy system used 

against the German U -Boats, the 5 and 9 Power -

Pact Treaties, and the Rainbow Plans the United 

States formulated before World War II.  

 When class ended it was lunchtime. So, I join a 

group of other fourth -class and head over to New-

comb.  The menu today is pasta and chicken at the 

Home Cooking line and burritos at the center sta-

tion.  After chatting and òenjoyingó dining hall food, 

it is time to head off to Clark Library to catch up on 

reading for English class.  As always, there are a 

million people in the library, but I am usually lucky 

enough to find a cozy spot to read.  At 1520, I walk 

to Old Cabell for English.  Class ended early that 

day, allowing me to take my time to walk to Maury 

for Colors and Squad Physical Training.  

 For Squad PT, we take an inventory Physical 

Readiness Test (PRT) in preparation for the initial 

PRT the following week.  We crank out the sit -ups 

and push -ups in the Lounge since it is snowing, yet 

again, outside.  We jog to Gilmer Hall where we des-

ignate the starting line for the 1.5 mile run.  My 

Squad Leader briefs us on the route we would use to 

conduct the run.  Along the way, we see another 

squad conducting an Inventory PRT so we encour-

aged and motivated each other.  

 The whole squad passes the PRT so my squad 

leader is happy.  We run to Maury and tackle the 

last order of duty, bi -weekly counseling with our 

squad leader.  Iõm finally free for the day! Whew!  

So I head back to New Dorms and continue on with 

the endless amount of homework on my desk.  

- MIDN 4/C Torres  



Physical Training 
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B attalion physical training this semester has 

started out more motivating than ever, de-

spite the winterõs intense snow.  From dodge ball 

to the Battalion Field Meet, physical training has 

definitely been 

above par. 

 This semesterõs 

Physical Training 

Instructor is MIDN 

2/C Ebenal.  He has 

been faced with the 

challenge of creat-

ing enjoyable and 

intense workouts 

that take place in-

doors because of 

the severe winter 

weather.  More 

than 50 inches of 

snow has been 

dropped this sea-

son! 

 The battalion started off the semester with 

several callisthenic workouts.  Although the inven-

tory Physical Readiness Test was delayed for sev-

eral weeks, there was always a well planned 

backup in place to help prepare the midshipmen.  

These workouts were based around team building 

skills at the squad, platoon, and company levels.  

Each platoon raced against the clock and other pla-

toons to earn the most color platoon points. The 

competition was intense and it fired up the mid-

shipmen to push themselves.  

  The best platoon would be determined at 

the Battalion Field Meet, which unfortunately had 

to be moved indoors; nevertheless, it was very in-

tense and each platoon was eager to battle it out.  

The meet consisted of 

many different exer-

cises: push-ups, sit -ups, 

pull -ups, six count body 

builders, air squats, and 

a few others.  The goal 

was for each person in 

the platoon to complete 

the prescribed number 

of as many exercises as 

they could.  Midshipmen 

could receive aid from 

other midshipmen on 

the remaining two exer-

cises.  The platoons 

were timed and the first 

to have all its members 

finish would be victorious.  It all came down to 

strategy and how each person used their strengths 

to help someoneõs weaknesses.  Each platoon did 

extraordinary during the event, and all midshipmen 

put in 110%.  

 Not all workouts are as intense and dodge ball 

is always an anticipated event within the battalion. 

It was a great day when the platoons lined up on 

the courts of battle, with guide -ons in hand.  The 

midshipmen would have to traverse no manõs land 

to acquire balls for their platoon and then battle is 

on until the last member of a platoon is struck by a 

ball. Before the end of PT, the companies lined up 

for a final battle.  

 Although the weather was not often on our side, 

it happened to be for the Inventory PRT. It was a 

huge improvement from last semesterõs Inventory 

PRT.  Most of the midshipmen exceeded standards.  

The run was cross -country around Grounds and 

through the Engineering School rather than on the 

track.  

 With Spring around the corner and the weather 

warming up, Battalion PT is only going to heat up 

too!  MIDN Ebenal will no doubt have more moti-

vating workouts for the Battalion.  

Top Center:  MIDN 1/C Karunakaran low crawl-

ing during PT.  

Right:  MIDN 3/C Schmidt and Robbins lead the 

way 
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Norfolk Trip 

O n Friday, February 26, 2010, more than a dozen 

midshipmen from UVA NROTC set out to Naval 

Station Norfolk.  The purpose of the trip was primarily 

for the underclass midshipmen to get a better under-

standing of the bigger Navy.  In the eyes of many of the 

fourth class, the trip served as a chance to practice the 

naval traditions of boarding and departing a ship, as 

well as provide an opportunity to see a naval base be-

fore going off to Career Orientation Training for Mid-

shipmen (CORTRAMID).  

 MIDN OõNeill, the president of the SWO Society, 

and LT Marshall arranged the trip. The Unitõs new 

Submarine Officer, LT Feldon, and this semesterõs Bat-

talion Commander, MIDN Portzer, also accompanied 

the midshipmen.  The plan was to arrive at Norfolk Na-

val Base and receive a tour of ships anchored there, as 

well as have lunch in Oceana at the Officersõ Club.  Af-

ter lunch, we would receive some simulator time and a 

tour of VFA -34.  Then we would be welcomed onboard 

the USS IWO JIMA (LHD 7), where we would stay the 

night and tour the ship the next morning.  Finally, be-

fore heading back home, the group would visit the Nau-

ticus Museum.  

 The first ship we toured was the USS CARR (FFG 

52).  The tour was given by Lieutenant Junior Grade 

Hill.  The Oliver Hazard Perry class frigate is one of the 

oldest commissioned ships in the Navy and is to be re-

tired soon, so it was exciting to be able to see one before 

they are out of service. These are small ships that have 

less than 200 people onboard when underway.  

 Next we toured the USS ROSS (DDG 71), which is 

an Arleigh Burke class guided -missile destroyer.  ENS 

Orchard gave us the tour.  It was during this tour that 

we were able to start seeing the differences not only in 

size, but in the missions of the different classes of ships. 

Many exciting things were taking place aboard the 

ROSS as we saw many men and women running 

around and alarms being sounded and we later learned 

that drills were being executed. Destroyers are charged 

with a variety of missions, but the primary purpose of a 

destroyer is to conduct Anti -Submarine Warfare (ASW).  

The main weapon system onboard the Arleigh Burke 

destroyers is the Vertical Launch System (VLS), which 

can fire Tomahawk missiles, Standard Missiles, and 

Anti Submarine Rockets.  Although it exceeds the frig-

ate in firepower, this type of destroyer only has space 

for a single SH -60 helicopter to land.  It was also on-

board the ROSS that we got our first glance at the liv-

ing spaces for the enlisted and officers.  Shortly after 

entering a state room, LT Feldon, the submarine offi-

cer, stuck his head around the door and remarked, 

òThis place is HUGE!ó 

 After a quick lunch, we headed over to visit VFA -34 

at Oceana.  Also known as the Blue Blasters, this squad-

ron flies the F/A -18C Hornet.  The Blasters are part of 

Carrier Air Wing 2 and are currently attached to the 

USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72).  Their latest mis-

sions included close air support, air interdiction, and air 

reconnaissance for our ground forces in Iraq. In addition 

to a tour of the hanger, each midshipman received time 

on the flight simulators and everyone had their shot at a 

carrier landing or two.  

 After the squadron visit it was time for the group to 

board the USS IWO JIMA.  The IWO JIMA operates 

around the clock and is currently preparing for Fleet 

Week.  We were greeted by LCDR Loomis. He escorted 

us to the Wardroom and showed us to our berthing.  

The following morning we toured the stowage areas, 

flight deck, hospital, and command centers.  The 26 th  

Marine Expeditionary Unit is attached to the IWO JIMA 

and the ship transports them along with a mixture of 

helicopters, jets, and amphibious vehicles.  Next to the 

hospital ships USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy, LHDs 

have the largest fully functional hospitals.  

 Before heading home we visited the Nauticus Mu-

seum.  The USS WISCONSIN (BB 64) is currently an-

chored there.  Due to weather, the tours of the Wisconsin 

were short; but they were still worth the time.  Although 

the technology used onboard our warships has changed, 

the same traditions can be seen.  An example is the 

painting of the shipõs awards and honors on her side. 

The most surprising fact we learned about the battleship 

was that it required over 70 men to operate a single 16 

inch gun.  The floors of the ship were also still made of 

wood so that it did not heat up to unbearable tempera-

tures below deck.  Interestingly, the WISCONSIN was 

deployed during the first Gulf War and was equipped 

with Phalanx Close In Weapons System, Tomahawk mis-

siles, and Harpoon anti -Ship missiles.  

 This trip was a meaningful experience for all the 

midshipmen that 

were able to partici-

pate, including my-

self.  It gave the 

fourth -class a better 

feel for the greater 

Navy and helped oth-

ers better understand 

what they want to do 

in the Fleet.  

 

- MIDN 4/C Clemmer  
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Notre Dame Leadership Conference 

T he 15th annual Notre Dame Naval 

Leadership Weekend was an event that 

MIDN 2/C Ebenal and I will likely remember 

for the rest of our military careers.  The vari-

ous speakers and training exercises provided 

immense opportunities for midshipmen to 

develop their leadership skills.  Further-

more, we were able to meet and establish 

friendships with midshipmen and officers 

alike.  

 The trip began with early morning 

flights from Washington to Chicago and Chi-

cago to South Bend, Indiana.  Once we ar-

rived, we had the opportunity to explore the 

campus as well as meet fellow midshipmen, 

many hailing from campuses as far as Wash-

ington State and Texas A&M University.   

 The conference began the following day 

with a brief from CDR Mark Becker, the 

Deputy Chair for Warfare Analysis and Re-

search at the US Naval War College.  CDR 

Beckerõs presentation highlighted the impor-

tance of maintaining professionalism in the 

fleet.  The second guest, CDR Kris Doyle, 

Commanding Officer of LCS -1 the USS 

FREEDOM, discussed her role as command-

ing officer of the nationõs first littoral combat 

ship.  Following the afternoon break, the 

conference shifted gears to the Marine Corps 

side of the house.  1 st Sgt Bodette spoke on 

his expectations of officers. He stressed lead-

ing from the front and how to properly inter-

act with noncommissioned officers (NCO).  As a 

senior NCO, 1 st Sgt Bodetteõs personality filled the 

room and truly inspired the midshipmen.  Follow-

ing group evolutions, midshipmen were finally re-

leased to enjoy the town and contemplate the dayõs 

lessons.  

 The following morning, a discussion panel ad-

dressed the threat of non -state actors within and 

across state borders.  This highly complex issue 

was led by several professors and moderated by a 

retired Marine Colonel.  Following this sympo-

sium, Mr. Jake Cusack, a former Marine Captain 

and graduate of Notre Dame NROTC, gave a mov-

ing presentation on his experiences as a junior offi-

cer  in the Marine Corps.  He recounted stories 

from Fallujah and his role as a leader during the 

battle.  The final, culminating event was a formal 

dinner in the Notre Dame Stadium press box with 

keynote speaker Lieutenant General Joseph Dun-

ford Jr., USMC Commanding General, 1 Marine 

Expeditionary Force.  LtGen Dunford had traveled 

all the way from Afghanistan to address the mid-

shipmen, which was a great honor.  His speech por-

trayed a realistic image of the role American ground 

forces play in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Additionally, 

he discussed the pressure young officers face in the 

fleet.  

  Once the weekend had concluded, I found my-

self re -evaluating the role and responsibility of a 

naval officer.  Further, I realized commissioning 

was a short 14 months away.  I would soon be ap-

plying the principles I was taught in real -life situa-

tions.  The Notre Dame Leadership Conference was 

an outstanding success that left each midshipman 

more motivated and knowledgeable than when we 

arrived.  

- MIDN 2/C Croghan  
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Villanova Drill Competition 

I  n March, the UVA NROTC Platoon Standard 

Drill Team, Trick Drill Team, and a fourth class 

Squad Drill Team competed in the Villanova Drill 

Competition in Pennsylvania.  The fourth class 

Standard Drill Team as well as the Trick Drill 

Team had been practicing drill since August.  The 

time had come to demonstrate the skill possessed 

by the University of Virginiaõs Naval ROTC Battal-

ion. 

 Prior to the competition, the Class of 2013 Pla-

toon Standard Drill Team practiced every single 

Friday before and after winter break.  However, 

due to weather conditions, namely snow, drill was 

cancelled for three weeks in a row following Winter 

break.  This would not stop us from giving it all we 

had in drill practice during the last weeks before 

the competition.  In fact, the enthusiastic fourth 

class practiced with determination and pride at 

0600 every morning the week before the competi-

tion.  The Trick Drill Team practiced two hours 

every week and, during the last week before the 

competition, they practiced every day.  

 The fourth class Platoon Standard Drill Team 

was led by MIDN 2/C 

Ebenal, the Trick Drill 

Team was led by MIDN 2/C 

Palanca, and MIDN 4/C 

Mills took charge of the 

fourth class Squad Drill 

Team.  During the bus ride 

to Villanova, midshipmen 

slept, listened to music, and 

did homework.  After lunch, 

the bus arrived at the King 

of Prussia Mall where we 

enjoyed liberty.  After 

watching movies, shopping, 

and eating, we continued 

on our journey; finally we 

arrived at Villanova University, being the first com-

petitors to arrive.  

 After unloading the rifle lockers and uniform 

boxes into the bleachers, all three drill teams prac-

ticed their routine one last time before the competi-

tion.  Afterwards, and for the rest of the night, the 

MIDN polished their shoes, ate, studied knowledge, 

and relaxed while the other schools filtered into the 

gymnasium.  The Naval Academy, Villanova, Penn-

sylvania State, the University of Pennsylvania, the 

University of Rochester, Boston University, Old Do-

minion University, Carnegie Melon, and Parkõs Col-

lege came to participate in the competition.  At 

2200, the fourth class set up sleeping bags on the 

gymnasium floor.  

 The Recon challenge reveille was at 0515. For 

UVA, MIDN 2/C Miller and MIDN 1/C Borderlon 

competed in this challenge.  The opening ceremony 

for drill was at 0700 and the Platoon Standard Drill 

Team was first inspected by two intimidating Gun-

nery Sergeants.  Afterwards the Platoon Standard 

Drill Team, made of seventeen members performed 

superbly.  The fourth class Squad Drill Team, a 

team of five led by MIDN 4/C Mills, performed.  Fi-

nally, the Trick Drill Team, wearing their utilities 

and made up of seven MIDN carried out their rou-

tine.  The last event of the competition was the 

òKnock-Outó round where nine fourth-class and one 

second-class MIDN executed commands given by a 

Gunnery Sergeant.  In the end, MIDN 2/C Palanca 

won this challenge and became the two -year reign-

ing champion of òKnock Outó at Villanova!  MIDN 

4/C Mills deserves commendation as he took a stun-

ning sixth place!  When MIDN 2/C Palanca won, the 

UVA NROTC midshipmen 

put their arms around each 

other and proudly sang the 

òGood Old Songó in the gym-

nasium. Go Wahoos!  

 UVA came away with 

first place in the òKnock 

Outó event and third place 

in the Inspection category.  

After the awards ceremony, 

we packed up our belongings 

and headed for home after 

having a great and success-

ful time!  

 

- MIDN 4/C Torres  



Colonel Fox Visit 
This semester the midshipmen of UVA Na-

val ROTC were honored with a visit from Medal of 

Honor recipient Colonel Wesley Fox, USMC.  Colo-

nel Fox, a native Virginian, served as a Marine for 

43 years; he held every rank Private through Colo-

nel and had assignments as an Infantryman, Drill 

Instructor, Marine Recruiter, Force Recon Com-

mander, Infantry Platoon Commander, and Battal-

ion Commander.  During his long tenure in the 

Marine Corps, Colonel Fox completed multiple 

combat tours in both the Korean and Vietnam 

Wars.   Along with the Medal of Honor, Colonel 

Fox was also the recipient of four Purple Hearts, a 

Bronze Star with Combat òVó, and a Combat Ac-

tion Ribbon.   With a record of service which would 

make Dan Daly and Chesty Puller proud, Colonel 

Wesley Fox earned his spot in the storied history of 

the Marine Corps.   

During his speech to the midshipmen, 

Colonel Fox stressed the importance of leadership 

for both Navy and Marine Corps Officers and Non -

commissioned Officers (NCOs).  Recalling several 

stories throughout his career, Colonel Fox ex-

plained to the midshipmen the importance of car-

ing for the sailors and Marines who they will be 

serving in the near future.  In reminiscing of his 

exploits, Colonel Fox spoke of his first squad 

leader, Corporal Davis, who took seemingly small 

measures ð such as singing softly during patrols 

and eating the worst C -rations ð that boosted the 

morale of the entire squad and earned the respect 

of his Marines.  As Colonel Fox explained it was 

Corporal Davis who was his greatest mentor and 

role model in his career as a Marine. Colonel Fox 

briefly discussed the events surrounding his re-

ceipt of the Medal of Vietnam while deployed in 

Vietnam in 1969.  

 

 

His Medal of Honor Citation reads:  

Capt. (then 1st Lt.) Fox's company came un-

der intense fire from a large well concealed enemy 

forceé  Capt. Fox was wounded [but] continued to 

direct the activity of his company. Advancing through 

heavy enemy fire, he personally neutralized 1 enemy 

position and calmly ordered an assault against the 

hostile emplacementsé  When his executive officer 

was mortally wounded, Capt. Fox reorganized the 

company and directed the fire of his men as they 

hurled grenades against the enemy and drove the 

hostile forces into retreat. Wounded again in the final 

assault, Capt. Fox refused medical attentioné and 

supervised the preparation of casualties for medical 

evacuation.ó 

In addition to his 43 years of service to the 

Marine Corps, Colonel Fox was a Deputy Comman-

dant of Cadets at Virginia Tech, allowing him to 

dawn his uniform for an additional eight years.  

Colonel Fox answered numerous questions 

from the Midshipman, speaking of the value of to-

dayõs joint force, what it means to be a Marine Officer 

and Marine leader, and the importance of family and 

values in every Marines life.   

Ultimately all of the midshipmen learned a 

priceless lesson from this true American Hero, that 

they will likely remember for the rest of their lives.  

 

-MIDN 4/C Freeburg  
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Right:  Colonel Fox speaks 

to all of the midshipmen. 

 

Left:  Colonel Fox receives 

the Unitôs token of appre-

ciation. 
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Charity Dodge Ball Tournament 

O n May 1, 2010 the UVA NROTC Unit 

held our first annual Charity Dodge Ball 

Tournament at Slaughter Gymnasium. The 

tournamentõs purpose was to give back to our 

fallen veterans while providing a friendly and 

competitive activity for the students and com-

munity to join in on.  All the proceeds from 

the tournament were donated to Virginia 

NeuroCare, a brain injury rehabilitation pro-

gram for military active duty, dependents, 

and veterans, located here in Charlottesville.  

 Both First and Second Platoons of Bravo 

Company were responsible for assuring that 

the tournament was well publicized, well or-

ganized, and well stocked with raffle prizes. 

Several local community businesses gra-

ciously donated prizes and food to help sup-

port the tournament.  The prizes ranged from 

a $25 gift card to Mellow Mushroom Pizza to a one 

month membership at ACAC Fitness and Wellness 

Center.  

  

 The participants that came out were from every 

year group, first years to fourth years and even sev-

eral graduate students from the Judge Advocate 

General School (JAG).  We had a total of 14 teams 

come out to play in the double elimination tourna-

ment, but in the end only one team could go home 

the victor!  One of our very own, MIDN 1/C Karana-

karun and his fellow teammates took home the gold 

and the green. Each winning participant went away 

with $20 and UVA NROTC memorabilia.  

 Overall, the Charity Dodge Ball Tournament 

was a success.  We had over a hundred participants 

and spectators come out to support our wounded 

veterans.  The NROTC received over $1,000 to do-

nate to Virginia NeuroCare, well over our goal!  

 

- MIDN 3/C Daubach  

 

Above Right: Bravo Company and Mrs. 

Rumph of VA NeuroCare, responsible for this 

yearõs first annual Charity Dodge Ball Tour-

nament.  

Above Left: MIDN 1/C Karunakaranõs first 

place team. 

Right:  MIDN 3/C Jibilianõs second place 



Dining In 

D ining -In, one of the culminating events for 

graduating 1/C Midshipmen, is a truly unique 

experience. Derived from Roman and Viking tradi-

tions, this ritualized affair allows the First Class 

midshipmen to celebrate the past four years of 

hard work in the Naval ROTC program.  

 This yearõs Dining-In began with a cocktail 

hour in the Lower Oval Room of Mr. Jeffersonõs 

Rotunda.  A full bagpipe ensemble then proceeded 

to serenade the guests and eventually lead the 

Head Table to the Dome Room.  Dinner, which con-

sisted of a delicate beef sirloin and rich praline 

cheesecake, was delicious.  After a rousing per-

formance of Donõt Stop Believing by MIDN DiR-

esta, the guest speaker, retired chaplain CDR 

Scordo spoke to the graduating midshipmen.  Fa-

ther Scordo stressed the importance of understand-

ing and loving the young men and women that we 

soon-to-be-officers will be expected to lead.  Fur-

ther, using personal experiences, he presented case 

studies of both positive and negative leadership 

that may be applicable in our careers.  It was a 

motivating speech that put the night into perspec-

tive.  

 The event then transitioned into a more light -

hearted atmosphere.  Each midshipmen presented 

unique gag gifts to one another.   As these gifts are 

traditionally a soft ribbing between classmates, 

hilarity ensued. The 1/C slide show was next, 

which encompassed images from the classõ four 

years at UVA.  These pictures reminded the 1/C of 

the innumerable memories they created during 

perhaps the best four years of their lives.  

 Throughout the evening MIDN Hardy, the pre-

siding Mr. Vice, awarded punishments to any Mid-

shipmen who violated the mess rules.  Everyone, 

especially the Midshipmen who selected aviation, 

gladly fulfilled Mr. Viceõs punishments.  This out-

standing evening concluded with cigars on the 

steps of Thomas Jeffersonõs beautiful Rotunda. 

- MIDN 1/C OõBrien 
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Above Left: MIDN 1/C Portzer, 1/C OôNeill, 1/C 

Kreyenhagen. 

 

Middle:  MIDN 1/C Hardy and Sgt Vozka ready to roll. 

 

Right:  MIDN 1/C DiResta and 1/C OôBrien sporting 

some interesting uniform alterations. 
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Hall of  Heroes 

A s midshipmen visiting the Navigation Room 

several times each week for class, it was un-

avoidable to notice the paint cans littering the 

ground early this semester.  This was not simply 

clutter, but instead the visible efforts of a group of 

midshipmen to provide a large makeover for the 

extremely significant space in Maury known as the 

òHall of Heroes.ó  

 Plans to renew the Hall of Heroes have been in 

the works since at least last spring when MIDN   

2/C Miyamasu offered a proposal to improve the 

space because she felt passionate about the need 

for an update. òEvery time Iõd walk down the hall 

Iõd cringe,ó said MIDN Miyamasu, explaining how 

the old hallway fell short of the respect deserved of 

Medal of Honor winners. òItõs supposed to be a trib-

ute to them.ó 

 An alumni endowment received last year fi-

nally provided the necessary funds to begin the 

project, and work began over Christmas break.  

MIDN 2/C Mason, 3/C Cortijo, 3/C Schmidt, 3/C 

Daubach and 4/C Sloat assisted MIDN Miyamasu 

in the effort.  They came in during the Christmas 

holiday to paint, and the whole group could be 

found working into the early morning hours once 

the semester resumed.   

 The new Hall of Heroes features many im-

provements. Perhaps the most noticeable are the 

new color paint scheme, all new simple but elegant 

black frames, and most significantly, new citations.  

Most of the American heroes to be venerated in the 

new Hall of Heroes are different from those recog-

nized in previous years.  Of the featured Medal of 

Honor recipients, most received the honor at an age 

close to that of a college student.  As such, this 

group can serve as special inspiration for midship-

men in our battalion.  

 Some of the heroes also have special ties to the 

University of Virginia.  One such Medal of Honor 

winner, General Alexander Archer Vandegrift, 

USMC, was born in Charlottesville in 1887.  He 

went on to attend the University of Virginia, before 

receiving his commission in the Marine Corps in 

1909.  Rising to the rank of Major General by 1942, 

he received the Medal of Honor for his valiance 

leading the 1st Marine Division in the 1942 offen-

sive against the Japanese at the Solomon Islands.  

He would go on to become the eighteenth comman-

dant of the Marine Corps, as well as the first active 

duty Marine officer to attain four star rank.  

 Each of these great American heroes serves as a 

constant reminder to midshipmen of what may one 

day be asked of them as leaders of Sailors and Ma-

rines.  We here at UVA Naval ROTC are proud to 

pay these great servicemen homage.  

- MIDN 4/C Freeburg  



T his semesterõs fine compliment of guest speak-ers began with the much anticipated visit of 

Rear Admiral Kevin Donegan and the VFA 34 

òBlue Blastersó Strike Fighter Squadron out of Na-

val Air Station Oceana.  The visit marks the begin-

ning of UVAõs involvement in a unit sponsorship 

program that pairs NROTC units with both flag 

officers and aviation squadrons.  The midshipmen 

were treated to a panel discussion including RDML 

Donegan, a UVA graduate and the current com-

manding officer of the Battle Force 7th Fleet and 

Carrier Strike Group FIVE, and his aid, LT Del-

core, an EP-3 Naval Flight Officer.  Other mem-

bers of the panel included CAPT Watkins, and 2 

officers from VFA 34: CDR White and flight sur-

geon LCDR Sauter.  The members of the panel 

fielded many questions from the midshipmen.  In 

response to MIDN 2/C Lyleõs question about how 

JOs can distinguish themselves as leaders, CDR 

White said that JOs can distinguish themselves as 

division officers, and RDML Donegan agreed.  òItõs 

not always how well they fly an airplane,ó he said.  

òIf they canõt figure out the leadership thing they 

are not going to do well against their peers.ó 

 The Battalion gathered again on 2 and 4 

March to take part in a two part program titled 

òStep Up!ó  Susie Bruce and Jason Shaffer from 

the UVA Center for Alcohol and Substance Abuse 

once again visited the Battalion to lead the òPro-

social Behavior/Bystander Intervention Program.ó  

Developed for student athletes, the program 

teaches òa five step process to action,ó that gives 

students the skills to intervene in a problematic 

situation.  After learning the skills and process of 

bystander intervention, the midshipmen spent the 

second day in group discussions, with the hope 

that they will carry this knowledge into their wider 

UVA experiences.  

 The theme of healthy and constructive habits 

continued with the visit of registered dietician 

Jeffery Koning from the UVA Hospital.  After ser-

vice in the Marine Corps, Koning became a per-

sonal trainer, motivated by helping people get 

physically fit.  Mr. Koning gave his presentation on 

myths about nutrition, helping the midshipmen 

decipher fact from fiction.   

 The midshipmen also had a visit from EDO, 

CAPT Terry.  Having served for 25 years, CAPT 

Terry spent his first ten as a Surface Warfare Offi-

cer, before attending graduate school and transi-

tioning to the EDO community.  He explained that 

Guest Speakers 
although EDOs account for less than 1.5 percent of 

the Navyõs officers, they perform vital roles including 

fleet maintenance support, ship acquisition, and re-

search and development of new fleet technologies.  

 The Battalionõs most recent visitor was Rear Ad-

miral Prindle, a 1979 UVA alumni with a degree in 

Aerospace Engineering.  Rear Adm. Prindle is cur-

rently serving a director, Assessment Division, Office 

of the Chief of Naval Operations (N81).  Rear Adm. 

Prindle spoke with all of the midshipmen about his 

experiences as a midshipman here at the University, 

as well as some of the tougher leadership challenges 

that they will face in the fleet as junior officers.  

 

- MIDN 4/C Freeburg  
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Above:  Rear Admiral Donegan and his panel speak 

with the midshipmen.  

Below:  Rear Admiral Prindle offers his words of 

advice. 
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Semper Fi Society 

Trident Society 

T his spring, Trident Society has continued to 

provide MWR (Morale, Welfare, Recreational) 

events for the members of the Battalion as well as 

opportunities to connect with the Charlottesville 

community.  The officers this semester are 

MIDN   2/C Ferguson, MIDN 2/C Kovach, MIDN  

2/C Miyamasu, and MIDN 2/C Shilan.  

 Trident Society has continued to participate in 

the tutoring program organized by the National 

Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS).  The pro-

gram is for children from Charlottesville public 

schools and is held once a week for about 1.5 hours 

at Chestnut Grove Baptist Church.   Each week, 

about 2-3 midshipman tutor at the church.   

 This semester, Trident Society has been work-

ing to organize MWR events for the Battalion.  

There are also two hiking trips that have been 

planned for the upcoming months.  On another 

note, Trident Society also plans to organize other 

MWR events such as barbeques for midshipmen as 

the weather gets warmer this semester.   

 Trident Society will be participating in a few 

other charity events this semester.  In early May, 

Trident Society will have a team for the NROTC 

Charity Dodge -ball Tournament benefitting Virginia 

NeuroCare.  Trident Society will have a team for Chi 

Omegaõs annual Golf-on-Grounds event on April 10, 

2010 benefitting Make a Wish.  Overall, we are here 

to support the Battalion and reach out to our Univer-

sity community.  

- MIDN 2/C Ferguson  

S emper Fidelis Society at the University of Vir-

ginia Naval ROTC exists to support the Mid-

shipmen who are training to becoming 2 nd Lieuten-

ants in the Marine Corps.  The focus of the organi-

zation is multifaceted, with events ranging from 

community service, to the Marine Option Field Ex-

ercises, and the Marine Corps Birthday Ball.  

 This year the Birthday Ball was held at King 

Family Vineyard.  The Guest of Honor was 1 st Sgt 

John Lightel.  Some of our alumni were able to at-

tend, and all of the guests enjoyed the traditional 

ceremony, as it was presented by members of both 

Semper Fi and the Battalion.  In this way the BN 

and Semper Fi work together to support the cele-

bration of a great Marine Corps tradition.  This 

event encapsulates a lot of what goes into the Fall 

semester, with multiple ceremony practices.  How-

ever, the members take time off from this practice 

in order to paint Beta Bridge scarlet and gold on 

the eve of the Marine Corps Birthday.  

 Another priority of Semper Fidelis Society is 

professional development.  This is done in various 

ways to include both Field Exercises and meetings 

to discuss pertinent topics.  This semester the soci-

ety has met to discuss leadership, the importance of 

continued professional development, and of course to 

develop the interpersonal relationships between the 

members of the society.  The Field Exercises held in 

the Fall semester focused on Navigation skills, par-

ticularly those used at night, and developing a tacti-

cal mindset.  Additionally, the society met in early 

Fall to teach the importance of buddy rushing, and 

then tempered the learning with a few fun games of 

paintball.  In the Spring semester the members of 

Semper Fi Society will gather for Foxfield Races, to 

enjoy the warm weather and spend time together in 

a more relaxed setting.  This will be followed by the 

Spring Field Exercises (FEX), which traditionally 

includes multiple squad assaults, bivouacking, and 

other Small Unit Leader Evaluations.  This evolution 

is designed to support the midshipmen who will be 

venturing to Officer Candidate School over the sum-

mer.   

 Over all the society seeks to aid those who are 

seeking to earn the title of Marine, while providing a 

fun, but hardworking environment to develop profes-

sionally.  

- MIDN 2/C Ebenal  
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SWO Society 

T he SWO Society is continuing to run strong 

through its sixth semester of existence.  With 

the continued support of LT Marshall, the SWO 

Society meets every other week for a professional 

discussion that typically centers on how domestic 

and world events affect the surface fleet and junior 

officers.  While the topics are SWO themed, mid-

shipmen seeking leadership lessons or career infor-

mation will attend, regardless of their preference.  

 The Spring semester typically has a different 

flavor than the Fall, as the underclassmen are pre-

paring to head out to ships for summer cruise and 

the 1/C are preparing for ship selection and report-

ing aboard their selected ship.  The goal is to lay 

down a solid foundation of knowledge and familiar-

ity with ship borne operations to allow midship-

men to get the most out of their cruise experience.  

Discussions on how to act in the wardroom, inspec-

tions, and engineering maintenance makes the 

summer cruise experience less intimidating. Fur-

thermore, these discussions allow them to ask in-

telligent questions and understand interactions 

between officers and enlisted.   Rehearsing stan-

dard commands, turnover procedures, and radio 

etiquette instill midshipmen with confidence to 

stand up and take advantage of opportunities.  

 Preparing the 1/C for ship selection serves a 

dual purpose in helping the 1/C to make an intelli-

gent decision, but also exposing the underclassman 

to the experience.  Therefore, by the time a mid-

shipman is up for ship selection, he or she has al-

ready observed the process and has been contem-

plating what factors will weigh on his or her own 

selection.  

 Unfortunately, this year we were not able to 

attend the Surface Navy Associationõs Annual 

Symposium, but we hope to next year.  The SWO So-

ciety did organize a trip to the Hampton Roads region 

to visit Naval Station Norfolk and Naval Air Station 

Oceana.  With mostly 4/C in attendance, we toured 

the USS CARR (FFG 52), USS ROSS (DDG 71), and 

USS IWO JIMA (LHD 7).  We were fortunate enough 

to tour three distinct classes of ships where we had 

the opportunity to learn about their operations while 

mentally comparing and contrasting them to the 

other ships we visited.  It was a valuable and highly 

motivating experience for all attendees to be wel-

comed aboard three of our Navyõs warships knowing 

that, in the relatively near future, we may be stand-

ing Officer of the Deck watch on the bridge of one of 

those very ships.  

 The SWO Society also promotes camaraderie and 

morale by occasionally meeting to watch a motivating 

naval film or just have fun.  This semester, in recogni-

tion of the commencement of the 2010 Winter Olym-

pic Games, the SWO Society took a Friday evening 

field trip to the Charlottesville Ice Park.  While some 

midshipmen did their best impressions of Apolo 

Ohno, others were more reminiscent of a young 

Bambi slipping and sliding across a pond.  All in all, 

we accomplished our mission since everyone had lots 

of fun and earned a newfound respect for the athleti-

cism of the Olympians.  Keeping with tradition, we 

continued our way through the epic Horatio Horn-

blower  series to celebrate our naval heritage, while 

simultaneously learning timeless leadership and eth-

ics lessons from the seriesõ characters. 

 This semester also marks the SWO Societyõs final 

semester with plank owner, LT Marshall.  The SWO 

Society was the brainchild of LT Marshall and has 

had a tremendously positive impact on the UVA mid-

shipmen.  We would like to express our gratitude to 

LT Marshall for his tremendous initiative and selfless 

dedication.  We would also like to say thanks to Mrs. 

Amy Marshall and young Audrey for lending their 

husband and father to us, many times after normal 

working hours.  As LT Marshall and his family move 

on to Department Head School and further on to the 

USS ARLEIGH BURKE, the SWO Society wishes 

them òFair Winds and Following Seas!ó 

- MIDN 1/C OõNeill 

Picture: MIDN 1/C Cronin, 1/ C 

Portzer, 1/C OõNeill and 1/C Hardy 

enjoy a SWO Society photo Op  
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Midshipmen Extracurriculars 

T hough the rigors of academics and military 

training may be time consuming, an enterpris-

ing midshipman can find time in his schedule to 

pursue a wide range of other activities.  As is ex-

pected at Mr. Jefferson's University, students aim 

to be well rounded academically, physically, and 

morally; this attitude is demonstrated at the 

NROTC Unit by the willingness of midshipmen to 

use their skills and time outside of normal class 

work.  

 Sports are especially popular, and besides im-

proving physical fitness, intramural sports are op-

portunities to show Unit pride by dominating the 

softball field or indoor soccer court. Some take com-

petition further, to university club teams.  For ex-

ample, MIDN 3/C Jibilian, a member of the club 

baseball team, has traveled to intercollegiate tour-

naments, while MIDN 4/C Maloney, a club cross 

country runner, has been going through a new pair 

of shoes every few weeks.  In addition to more 

mainstream sports, midshipmen participate in Jiu 

Jitsu, ground fighting, as well as beach volleyball. 

Even bowling has become a regular event for 

many.  

 Off the field, many Midshipmen take an inter-

est in academic pursuits, beyond regular school-

work.  In addition to members of the Dean's List, 

Rodman and Jefferson Scholars, members of the 

Unit's Trident Society donate their time to tutor 

local high school students.  Others are members of 

the school's Baja Racing, charged with engineering 

an off -road vehicle to compete against other 

schools.  Some environmentally minded Midship-

men are working on the RideForward project, 

which explores alternative energy vehicles (not 

unlike recent DARPA research).  

 One of the Unit's best aspects is the over-

whelming support they lend to local charities and 

religious groups.  Whether volunteering their ef-

forts or spare change, the Battalion is always so-

cially conscious.  Recently, MIDN Kreyenhagen 

assisted in a pet adoption drive by the Charlottes-

ville SPCA. Many of the Midshipmen also contrib-

ute their time to Madison House, which provides a 

wide variety of volunteer -run services to the local 

community.  Another encouraging trend among 

Midshipman is increased participation in the 

Seminole Trail Fire Department, which serves the 

immediate Charlottesville area.  This effort on the 

part of the Midshipmen proved extremely valuable 

to residents during the winter snowstorms, when 

MIDN Jibilian and MIDN Freeburg were dis-

patched as part of rescue crews.  

 Our midshipmen have been active contributors 

to the arts, as well. MIDN 2/C Palanca is a key 

member of the ReMiX Hip Hop Capella group, 

which has a demanding practice schedule to pre-

pare them for their many charity concerts.  MIDN 

Lyle is part of one of the University's renowned a 

capella groups, The Hullabahoos, who regularly per-

form around grounds. He is also a University Guide, 

MIDN Lyle could probably name at least 10 inter-

esting historical facts about his performance loca-

tions.  MIDN Lai -Lepage takes a more classical ap-

proach and is a Tenor in the St. Thomas Aquinas 

Church Choir.  

 Greek life plays a large part in UVA commu-

nity, and a number of Midshipmen are involved in 

fraternities or sororities.  A short trip north of 

Grounds along Rugby Road and the prestige and 

history of the Fraternity houses are evident.  Stu-

dents that choose to pledge can face a busy sched-

ule, but those of us who participate in Greek life 

seem to manage the additional commitments with 

ease.  Another famous UVA tradition, secret socie-

ties, has its place at the Unit, as evidenced by the 

large white 7 in front of Maury Hall.  One famous 

Alumnus, Admiral William òBulló Halsey, was a 

member of the enigmatic Seven Society while at the 

University, but if any current Midshipmen are 

members they haven't mentioned it yet.  

 

- MIDN  3/C Asaban  
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Battalion Demographics  
Greek Organizations  Academic Honors  

 

Chi Phi Fraternity  

Alpha Chi Sigma  

Phi Delta Theta  

Beta Theta Pi  

Sigma Nu  

 

Jefferson Scholar  

Rodman Scholar  

Dean's List  

Independent Organizations  Religious Organizations  

American Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-

nautics  

Organization of Young Filipino Americans  

Society of Women Engineers  

Nursing Student Council  

Agape 

Reformed University Fellowship  

Chi Alpha Campus Ministries  

Catholic Student Ministry  

Performance Groups  

 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church Choir  

ReMiX Hip Hop Capella  

Hullabahoos a Capella  

 

Extracurricular Activities  

 

Shenandoah Mountain Rescue Group  

Seminole Trail Rescue Squad  

RideForward Car Conversion  

Madison House Volunteering  

Wesley House Daycare  

Charlottesville SPCA  

Resident Advisors  

Baja Racing Club  

UTS Bus Driving  

 

Sports  

 

Club Beach Volleyball  

Club Cross Country  

Intramural Softball  

Intramural Soccer  

Club Swimming  

Triathlon Club  

Club Baseball  

Jiu Jitsu  
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David Franzén (Class of 1980): I graduated from the University, and received my commission as an Ensign, in 

May, 1980.  After SWO School in Newport, RI I was stationed aboard the USS MCCANDLESS (FF 1084), home-

ported in Norfolk.  I had two jobs aboard her, the first as 1st Lieutenant, and later as Electronics Materials Offi-

cer.  I have fond memories of the friends I made aboard and of the numerous Med. and North Atlantic voyages we 

made.  We even made a Baltic deployment and I had a chance to visit relatives in Finland.  

 I was a "College Program" midshipman, and after my three years I left active duty to attend law school at The 

College of William and Mary.  While there I met my future wife, Katharine, who was an exchange student from 

The University of St. Andrews in Scotland.  We wed in 1985 and I received my J.D. in 1986.  Since then I have 

been in private practice here in Charlottesville.  We have two children, Eleanor (age 17) and Nicholas (age 12).  

We live in an old Virginia farmhouse (which we have been in the process of patching up for about 20 years!) about 

10 miles south of Charlottesville, in North Garden.  

 I remained a drilling reservist until 1989, when the demands of my career and family prevented further par-

ticipation.  I received an Honorable Discharge in 1992 as a Lieutenant Commander.  

 I plan to attend the 1980 reunion festivities this June, and would 

enjoy seeing how things at NROTC have changed (and remained the 

same). 

 

David Oliver (Class of 1980): I graduated from UVA with a Bachelor 

of Science in Nuclear Engineering.  I was a submarine option upon 

graduation and spent over 28 years in the Navy.  My at -sea high-

lights include command of Submarine NR -1, a nuclear powered re-

search submarine, and USS BOSTON (SSN 703), a Los Angeles class 

fast attack submarine.  My shore assignments included tours with 

the Bureau of Naval Personnel as a detailer, a branch chief on the 

staff of Chief of Naval Operations, Submarine Directorate, and Major 

Command of Navy Recruiting Region North.  I finished out my career at United States Strategic Command run-

ning the Global Operations Center and was the principal nuclear command and control adviser to the 4 -star Com-

manding General. I retired in October 2008 and am currently working for a small engineering consulting firm in 

Pawcatcuk, Connecticut.  

 

Marianne Patricia Consolazio  (Class of 1980): I graduated in 1980, and was commissioned as a Second Lieu-

tenant in the USMC, Semper Fi!  

 The class year of 1980 was the first graduating Naval Academy Class to contain women.   There were many 

firsts occurring for women in the Navy at that time ð first pilots, first on board ships, etc.   Due to scheduling con-

flicts with attaining a Nuclear Engineering degree (back when the research reactor behind the new dorms was 

fully functioning), I took my first class cruise over winter break of my junior 

year, instead of during the next summer, when the Naval Academy women would 

take their first class cruise.   So I had the opportunity to be the first female mid-

shipman to be aboard the LY SPEAR, a submarine tender, as it was in port in 

Norfolk.   They did not know how to treat us, because the ships had not as yet 

been retrofitted for females.   All eyes (and a sub tender has 950 pairs!) were on 

me.  I did not want to embarrass our unit, and then -CO Capt. Pete Stark, so I 

worked hard.   In that month, I became the first female in the country to qualify 

as Officer of the Deck ð in port.   Not just first female midshipmen, but first FE-

MALE.  Because of that, I was asked to talk to the Naval Academy females that 

following spring, to tell them what to expect!  

 I love the Navy, but I love the Marine Corps more, so I switched to Marine 

Option, so I could get up early to do the Marine PT!   I spent 24 years in the Ma-

rines,  retiring in 2004 as a  LtCol.  

I will always credit my success in life to my winning that NROTC scholarship 

back in 1975.   I remain very grateful for that program. Congratulations to all 

your current scholarship recipients, I wish you well!  

Alumni Updates 
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Brendan Berry  (1990): I was in the class of 1990.  I served 10 years active as primarily a P -3 pilot, then 

in my last tour at NAS Patuxent River I was able to fly the KC -130 and E-6B along with the P -3A/B/C.  I 

was hired by Southwest Airlines in April 2000 while still on terminal leave, and I am now a Captain with 

SWA.  I reside in Flower Mound, TX in the Dallas area and am married to my wife Juliann of almost 17 

years.  We have 3 sons: Austin (14), Cameron (12), and Sean (8).  I am very proud and thankful for my 

UVA time and also having been part of perhaps the best NROTC unit in the country.  

 

Camie Costa Donohue  (Class of 1990): I spent 6 years on active duty as a Fleet Support (General Unre-

stricted Line) officer.  I was initially the Legal Officer at Fleet Training Center, San Diego, and later a 

Budget Officer for Navy Quality of Life programs, Pers -6, at the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Washington, 

DC.  While there, I also had the incredible privilege to work at the White House as a Military Social Aide.  

After two great tours of duty, I left the Navy to work for General Mills in Minneapolis managing brands 

like Yoplait, Green Giant, and Pillsbury.  Iõve also been lucky enough to earn my MBA from the Kellogg 

School of Management, Northwestern University, and marry Brian Donohue, a wonderful University of 

Wisconsin grad who now wishes that he went to UVA.  Iõm currently the companyõs Director of Corporate 

Social Responsibility and mom of 2 beautiful children, Jack (3) and Libby (1).   And 20 years later, my 

best friend as a midshipman is still my best friend today.  

 

Jay DuHadaway  (Class of 1990): I was commissioned in May 1990 and was promptly òstashedó at Naval 

Aviation Schools Command in Pensacola, FL for 13 months with fellow Wahoos Brendan Berry, Walt Ho-

gan, and Dave Dennis.  From 1991 to 1993, I attended flight school in Pensacola, FL and Corpus Christi, 

TX.  I received my wings in April 1993.  I briefly served as the Assistant to the Pilot Initial Assignments 

Detailer at the Naval Bureau of Personnel in Arlington, VA 

before arriving at NAS Jacksonville, FL for P3 Fleet Replace-

ment Squadron training.  From May 1994 to March 1998, I 

flew the P3C for Patrol Squadron 45 at NAS Jax and served 

as Instructor Pilot, Mission Commander, and Pilot Natops 

Officer.  From March 1998 to March 2001, I moved over to 

Patrol Squadron 30 and served as an Instructor Pilot, Fleet 

Projects Pilot, Instructional Services Division Officer, and 

MMA Program Pilot.  

 I transitioned to the Naval Reserves in March 2001 and 

served as an Instructor Pilot at Patrol Squadron 66, Willow 

Grove, PA until October 2004, when I transferred into the 

IRR.  In June 2006, I was accepted into the Naval Academy 

Information Officer (Blue and Gold Officer) Program in Lou-

don, VA.  My civilian job with FedEx took me and my family to Alaska in October 2006, where I trans-

ferred to the Alaska Blue and Gold Officer team. Iõve been serving there ever since, and for the past two 

years, Iõve had the role of Deputy Area Coordinator, Alaska, USNA Office of Admissions.  I am scheduled 

to retire in May, 2010.  

 I married Kathleen McGee (JMU ô91) in 1992, and we have three kids (12, 10, and 7).  We are cur-

rently based in Anchorage, Alaska where I fly MD11s for the FedEx Corporation.  I am finishing up my 

Masters of Accounting and Financial Management from the University of Maryland, University College, 

and am involved in various charitable organizations including Young Life, the Palmer Little League, and 

the Moosemeat Road-kill Recovery Program.  

 

Missy Lockman MacDonald  (1990): I was an Intelligence Officer for nine years and was privileged to 

be stationed in Japan, Bahrain, and Virginia Beach. Sadly, three of the four commands at which I served 

have now been decommissionedéthe intelligence center FOSIF WESTPAC in Kami Seya Japan, E-2C 

squadron VAW -122, and the SEAL Special Boat Squadron for Patrol Coastals. The NAVCENT intelli-

gence center in Bahrain Iõm sure has increased in size since I was last there. 

 In 1999, I left the Navy to join GE in their commercial finance division in Cedar Rapids IA. I held 

various jobs in people, process, and program management at GE for almost 10 years. Recently, Iõve re-

turned to work closer to the military as a subcontracts manager with the defense contractor Rockwell 

Collins. My husband Mark and I live outside Cedar Rapids IA and aspire to retire in Charlottesville. I 

always look back fondly on the NROTC unitégood friends and fun times. What more could you ask for? 
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Michael Skelps  (Class of 1990): I was in the Navy from 1990 -1995, proudly serving as a JO on the USS BER-

GALL (SSN 667) from 1992 -1995.  I returned to University of Virginia where I earned my MBA from Darden 

in 1997.  Since then, I served in several jobs at United Technologies Corporation, and now I own a sports pho-

tography company in Connecticut.  My time in NROTC and active duty greatly helped me as my career pro-

gressed.  My military service distinguished me from my competition whenever I was seeking a new opportu-

nity or promotion.  Though I'm happy to be in the civilian sector, having served my country as a Navy officer is 

one of the highlights of my life, and I'm always happy to recount my Navy stories to friends and family. Good 

luck to all the midshipmen at UVA.  Semper Fi, and Wahoo -wa! 

 

William Stilley  (Class of 1990): After graduating from the McIntire School of Commerce, I served as an in-

fantry officer in the Marine Corps doing deployments to the Far East and then the Middle East and Somalia. I 

finished up as a Captain after serving as a Generalõs Aide-de-Camp in Camp Lejeune and went back to the 

Darden Business School at UVA in 1995, graduating in 1997. I am now a biotech entrepreneur and was Chief 

Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer of Adenosine Therapeutics until it was acquired by PGxHealth 

(ticker CLDA) in August 2008. I currently work for PGxHealth as its Vice President, Business Development & 

Strategic Projects. I married my UVA college sweetheart, Anne Stilley (formerly Anne Tucker), and we have 3 

daughters . 

 

Page Felini  (Class of 2000): After graduation I went to flight school and was winged in October 2002. I re-

ported to VFA -122 in Lemoore, CA for the F/A -18 E/F FRS.  After completing the syl-

labus I was assigned to VFA -41 and deployed twice in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom. In 2006, I reported to VFA -106 in Virginia Beach, VA as an instructor and 

was dual qualified in the F/A -18 Hornet and Super Hornet. While at VFA -106, I was 

selected to be a member of the East Coast Super Hornet Demonstration Team and 

received my Landing Signals Officer Training Qualification.  In August 2009, I was 

assigned to a GSA to HQ EUCOM in Stuttgart, Germany and am currently serving as 

the Assistant, Secretary of the Joint Staff.   

 It's hard to believe it has already been 10 years.  The Navy has been an incredibly 

rewarding journey.  If I have one piece of advice for all of the UVA midshipmen it 

would be to remember that your job right now is to be a student.  Get involved and 

take advantage of everything the University has to offer, but don't forget about your 

academics. (I am sure someone told me that at some point, but it was just so easy to 

forget.) Good luck to the class of 2010, I look forward to seeing you in the Fleet.  

 

LT Leslie Mintz (2000): I am in my second quarter at the Naval Postgraduate 

School, Monterey CA attempting to earn a Masters Degree in National Security Affairs, Stabilization and Re-

construction.  As a Systems Engineering undergrad (class of 2000), I can honestly say that I never expected to 

be here today.  Thus far in the Navy, I have served in two combat FA -18F Super Hornet squadrons as a Weap-

ons Systems Officer (VFA -102 and VFA -213) and at the Strike Fighter Weapons School Atlantic.  I was sta-

tioned and deployed out of Japan on the USS Kitty Hawk and most recently on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, 

deploying in support of OEF.  It is amazing the number of fellow UVA grads 

that I have run into all over the world.  My only piece of advice would be that 

you never know where life will take you so just work hard (and play hard too) 

and remember it never hurts to ask.   
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Farewell to the Class of  2010 

S unday August 13, 2006 to Saturday 

May 22, 2010 is a span of three years, 

9 months, and 10 days, that is 197 weeks, 

1379 days or 33,096 hours. This is the du-

ration the Class of 2010 has spent as 

members of the Naval Reserve Officer 

Training Corps at the University of Vir-

ginia.  

 Although some of those numbers 

sound mind blowing, every single member 

of the 1/C will tell you that their time here 

at Mr. Jeffersonõs University has flown by.  

Their class has witnessed countless 

changes in the Unitõs policies, in Unit staff 

members, and within the University itself.  

Although their class has lost eight mem-

bers along the way, their group of 12 mid-

shipmen is as tight knit as you will ever 

find.  

 Their experiences date back to Orien-

tation Week, in which the class began its 

long journey to becoming commissioned officers.  Dur-

ing the long week they formed friendships, perse-

vered through hardships, and made lifetime memo-

ries.  The class has come a long way from that first 

night of O -Week when they were too scared to talk 

after the lights went out, or when MIDN Bordelon 

said he wanted to join the Marine Corps because he 

wanted to òcrawl in dirt and eat bugs.ó 

 The 4/C year was full of learning, enduring, 

studying and trying to survive all the pressures of 

college life.  However, at the end of their first year 

Major Henderson, who rarely gave praise, took their 

class aside and told them they had the potential to be 

a great class.  Gunnery Sergeant Gombocz, now Mas-

ter Sergeant, was the other huge influence on the 

classõs success.  As MIDN OõNeill stated, òGunnery 

Sergeant not only taught our class what it was like to 

be in the military, but his advice about all parts of life 

is something I will carry with me throughout my ca-

reer.ó  Although at times his teaching methods were 

intense, loud and scary, Master Sergeant left a last-

ing impact on the class of 2010.  

 Over four years there are some memories that are 

worth re -telling time and time again.  Whether that 

means re-living the time MIDN Cronin collapsed at 

the Marine Corps Birthday Ball only to be followed by 

MIDN Karunakaran doing the same, Foxfield trips, 

drill competitions, intramurals, USMC -Navy football 

games or MIDN DiResta trying to guess CDR Benoõs 

birthday during a unit staff inspection, these are just 

some of the countless memories that this class will be 

able to reminisce about for years to come.  

 Class of 2010 has also experienced many great 

adventures outside of ROTC.  A group of four went to 

Fleet Week in New York City, another group traveled 

to the Dominican Republic, a couple studied abroad, 

while everyone traveled to all corners of the world on 

summer cruises.  Nevertheless, this class never needed 

to make big plans to have fun because they usually 

wound up hanging out at The Virginian talking for 

hours about anything.  They had the ability to make 

any place or time entertaining.  

 Their class of 12 is quite diverse, since eight come 

from outside the state of Virginia.  This diversity car-

ries over into their designations for the Fleet.  Three 

are going to be Second Lieutenants in the Marine 

Corps, three will be joining the Surface Warfare Com-

munity, while four will become Aviators, and finally 

two will become Submarine Officers.  Although com-

munication will be difficult over the next several years, 

there is no doubt that they will stay in close touch and 

will look forward to reunions and future meetings with 

each other.  Their time spent in ROTC initially helped 

them adjust to college life and as they progressed over 

the years it has taught them the necessary skills to 

develop as commissioned officers in our Naval forces.  

 Here is to the Class of 2010.  Thank you for your 

lasting impact on our Battalion, your mentorship, 

memories and fun times you shared with all of us.  

Although we are sad to see you leave, we know you are 

excited and prepared to be exceptional Officers repre-

senting your families, your character, school, the mili-

tary, and Nation.   I wish you the best of luck in all of 

your endeavors throughout your lives and Naval ca-

reers.  

- MIDN 2/C Kaminsky  
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Second Lieutenant Martin D. Bordelon 
Marine Corps 
Quantico, VA 

ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òCome on you sons of bitches! Do you want to  

live forever?ó ð SgtMaj Daniel Daly 

 

Second Lieutenant Justin F. Cronin 
Marine Corps 
Quantico, VA 

ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òThe test of character is not "hanging in there" when 

you expect a light at the end of the tunnel, but  
performance of duty and persistence of example 
when you know that no light is coming.ó 

ð VADM Stockdale 

 

Ensign Vincent R. DiResta  
Aviation (Pilot) 
Pensacola, FL 

ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òDonõt stop believinõ, hold on to that feeling.ó 

ð Journey 
 

Ensign Andrew S. Hardy 
Submarine Warfare 

Nuclear Power School- Charleston, SC 
ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òIn theory, there is no difference between theory and 

practice. In practice, there is." ð Yogi Berra  
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Ensign Jonathan D. Karunakaran 
Aviation (Pilot) 
Pensacola, FL 

ñññññññññññññññññññ 
"To whom much is given, from him much will  

be required." ð Luke 12:48 

 

Ensign Joshua M. Mitchell 
Aviation (Naval Flight Officer) 

Pensacola, FL 
ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òExcellence is an art won by training and habituation. 

We do not act rightly because we have virtue or  
excellence, but we rather have those because we have 

acted rightly. We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.ó ðAristotle 

 

Ensign John M. OõBrien 
Aviation (Pilot) 
Pensacola, FL 

ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òDo your duty in all things. You cannot do more. 
You should never wish to do less.ó ð Robert E. Lee 

 

Ensign Kristin L. Kreyenhagen 
Surface Warfare 

USS INGRAHAM (FFG 61) Everett, WA 
ñññññññññññññññññññ 

"The harder the conflict, the more glorious  
the triumph." ð Thomas Paine 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA NROTC 
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Ensign Michael òMickeyó A. Stromeyer 
Submarine Warfare 

Nuclear Power School - Charleston, SC 
ñññññññññññññññññññ 

"Twenty years from now, you will be more  
disappointed by the things you did not do than by the 

things you did do. So, throw off the bowlines. Sail away 
from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your 

sails. Explore. Dream. Discover."   
ð Mark Twain 

Second Lieutenant Travis C. Vozka 
Marine Corps 
Quantico, VA 

ñññññññññññññññññññ 
òThank you to everyone who helped me  

along the way.ó 
 

Ensign Joelle C. Portzer 
Surface Warfare 

USS STETHEM (DDG 63) Yokosuka, Japan 
ñññññññññññññññññññ 

"We must train and classify the whole of our male 
citizens, and make military instruction a regular part 

of collegiate education. We can never be safe  
till this is done."   

-- Thomas Jefferson to James Monroe, 1813 

 

Ensign Michael L. OõNeill 
Surface Warfare 

USS MAHAN (DDG 72) Norfolk, VA 
ñññññññññññññññññññ 

"Weakness is a crime, don't be a criminal." 
ð Anonymous 
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