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General Information

The Philosophy courses described in this booklet will be offered
during the Fall 2008 semester. Although there are no formal
prerequisites for these courses, the following guidelines may be
helpful. Courses numbered between 100 and 199 are designed as
a general introduction to philosophy. Courses between 200 and
299 can be taken without any prior preparation in philosophy, and
tend to focus on rather more specific issues than 100-level courses.
Courses numbered 300 and above will be more advanced

(although not necessarily more specialized), have a fair number of
philosophy majors enrolled, will be small enough to permit
classroom discussion and will usually require longer papers. If you
have any questions about the degree of difficulty of 300 level
courses, consult the instructor. PHIL 160 courses are taught by
graduate students and are small introductory seminars limited to a
maximum of 20 students. All courses carry three semester hours
of credit. Courses designated by an asterisk (*) satisfy the College
Second Writing Requirement.

Majoring in Philosophy
The requirements for a major in philosophy are 30 hours of
coursework in philosophy above the 199 level including 6 hours of
history of philosophy, 3 hours of ethics/social philosophy, 3 hours
of metaphysics/ epistemology and 3 hours of 10gic.The
Distinguished Majors Program requires 36 hours of a more
structured program. A full description of the major program and
the Distinguished Major Program is contained in the booklet
Undergraduate Programs In Philosophy available from the
undergraduate advisor and the Philosophy Department Office. To
declare a philosophy major, contact Antonia LoLordo (122
Cocke).

The Philosophy Honors Program
Students who have a very strong interest in philosophy might want
to consider the Philosophy Honors Program. This program is
designed to give students a deep and comprehensive background in
philosophy through individual, "tutorial" instruction. Students
normally enter the Program at the beginning of the third year. At
the start of each semester, an honors student is assigned to a faculty
member who serves as his or her tutor. Students meet once a week
with their tutors (these meetings are called "tutorials") for Informal
discussion of a pre-set topic. A weekly essay prepared by the
student serves as a basis for discussion in the tutorial. Tutorials in
the first three semesters of the Program over the areas of

epistemology, ethics and metaphysics. In the fourth and final
semester the student may either write an honors thesis or do a
tutorial in an area of special interest. At the end of the fourth
year, honors students take a set of comprehensive examinations,
both written and oral, on the areas covered in their tutorials and on
their thesis. These examinations are set and graded by "external
examiners" - usually faculty from other universities. Depending on
a student's performance on these exams, he or she is awarded a
degree with Honors, High Honors or Highest Honors in Philosophy.

The primary requirements for entrance to the Honors Program
are a strong interest in philosophy and demonstrated abilities in the
field. Students considering the Program are therefore strongly
advised to take some upper level philosophy courses (200 or
above) prior to application. For further information about the
Program, consult Undergraduate Programs in Philosoph)lmd/or see
Daniel Devereux (207 Cocke).

Minoring in Philosophy
In order to complete a minor in philosophy you must take 15
hours of course-work in philosophy at least 12 hours of which are
above the 199-level. Your minor program must also be approved
by your advisor in the Philosophy Department. Declaration of
Minor forms can be obtained from Prof. LoLordo (122 Cocke) or
the departmental secretary (120 Cocke).

The Distinguished Majors Program
This program is designed for students who wish to pursue their
philosophy studies beyond the requirements for the regular major.
Students have to apply for admission to the program by, at least,
their last year before graduation. The application wilf be
considered by the Undergraduate Committee and should be
addressed to the Director of Undergraduate Studies. The program
requires that students take 30 credits in PHIL courses beyond the
100-level, not more than 12 of which can be at the 200-level.
Students in this program cannot satisfy the major's logic
requirement with a 100-level coursej and they must take the
Seminar for Majors (PHIL 401 or 402), one Directed Reading and
Research course (PHIL 493 or 494) which is aimed at preparing
a thesis proposal, and the Senior Thesis course (PHIL 498). To
obtain the Distinguished Majors degree, students must have an
overall GPA of 3.4 and a philosophy GPA of 3.4.



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

PHil 100 INTRODUCTION TO PHilOSOPHY [3]
Prof. Green ( M W 1300-1350+ disc sec)

A general and non-technical introduction to the main
traditional problems of metaphysics, ethics, and the theory
of knowledge as they are to be found in the writings of
historical figures (such as Plato, Descartes, Pascal, and John
Stuart Mill) and contemporary authors. Among our
questions will be: How can the will be free in a world
governed by physical laws? Is the rightness or wrongness of
an act a matter of the conventions of the society in which
that act is performed or can morality transcend social norms?
Is the mind so related to the body that it could survive the
latter's death or are 'mind' and 'brain' two ways of referring
to the same thing? Can belief in God be given a justification,
rational or otherwise? This course is intended for those .
making a first approach to the subject, either to gain an idea
of its scope or in order to lay a foundation for further
study.

PHil 141 FORMS OF REASONING [3]
Prof. Cargile (Sect 1: MW F 0900-0950)
Prof. Cargile (Sect 2: MW F 1100-1150)

A philosophy course with a practical aim: to develop the
student's ability to recognize and evaluate arguments. The
course will not cover symbolic logic in any detail (for this
take PHil 142 or PHil 242), but will concentrate on actual
arguments given in ordinary language. Some time will be
spent studying those fallacies, or errors in reasoning, which
occur most frequently in discussion and argument. The goal
of this course is to give the student a working knowledge of
logic which has an application to daily life.

PHil 151 HUMAN NATURE [3]
Prof. langsam (M W 1200-1250 + disc sec)

This course is concerned with the question of whether there
are characteristics that all human beings have in common
other than the obvious biological similarities. In particular,
we shall address issues such as the following: 1) is rationality
a part of human nature, and, if so, what is the nature of
human rationality, and how does the rational part of human
beings relate to their other characteristics? 2) what is the
relation of human nature to morality: is it in the nature of
human beings to act morally and/or to recognize moral
obligations, or, on the contrary, are moral requirements in
some sense contrary to our nature? 3) are human beings
social animals: is it natural for human beings to live with
others in societies and be governed by political institutions,
or are such living arrangements contrary to our nature?
Readings will include both contemporary and historical
writers.

PHil 153 INTRODUCTION TO MORAL & POL PHil
Prof. Brewer (T R 0930-1020+ disc sec)

This course introduces students to philosophical inquiry into
the general question of how we ought to live - both

individually and together in political society. Among the
more specific questions to be considered are: Is morality
objective or subjective? Is it true that the ends justify the
means? Why shouldn't we act immorally when we can get
away with it? If human actions are ultimately determined by
the laws of physiCS,are we still morally responsible for what
we do? What would a just society be like? What, if anything,
makes it morally wrong to break the law? Readings will likely
be drawn from such authors as Plato, Hume, Rousseau, Kant,
Marx, and Mill.

PHil 159 GENES, HUMAN NATURE & JUSTICE [3]
Prof. Akhtar (T R 1400-1515)

What is a human being? What is natural? Whatis a normal
human society? The emergence of technology allowing the
manipulation of the human genome raises a number of
ethical, social and political challenges. This class will explore
these challenges through both philosophical argument and
fiction in literature and film. In particular, we will attempt to
wrestle with distinctions between enhancing people and
curing illnesses and disabilities and with concerns about the
,natural course' ofthe 'human species'.

PHil 161 HUMAN ACTION AND MORAL
PSYCHOLOGY [3]

Mr. landrum (T R 1100-1215)
This course will introduce students to some basic themes in

the philosophy of action and in moral psychology. Topics to
be discussed include the nature of intentional action as such
(as distinguished from other behavioral events)j the concept
of a person qua agentj the nature and possibility of doing
what you know you should not dOj volitional necessityj
autonomy and authenticity.

PHil 162 PHilOSOPHICAL THEORIES OF DISTRIBU­
TIVE JUSTICE [3]

Mr. Braun (T R 1230-1345)
How are the goods and benefits of a society to be distributed?
Should society seek to ensure a broadly egalitarian distribution
by redistributing resources from the most well-off to the least
well-off or is the only just distribution one that reflects the
outcome of free and fair competition? Or alternatively, as
Marxists argue, are questions about distributive justice beside
the point since property and the means of production are to
be held in common? Moreover, are egalitarian attempts at
redistribution or socialist forms of ownership compatible with
freedom? This course will examine these and other questions
concerning the nature of a just distributie system.

The course will approach the issue of distributive justice
from two specific angles. Firstly, it will examine the
competing liberal theories of Right Libertarianism, Liberal
Egalitarianism and left Libertarianism. The theories will be
analyzed to determine their strengths and weaknesses as well
as compared to observe their commonalities and differences.
Secondly, the course will also study the alternative Marxist



conception of property. Both the historical accounts of
Marxism and the new' analytical' accounts willbe examined
to determine what, if anything, Marxism can contribute to
the contemporary debate. It is hoped that students will
arrive at a thorough understanding of the benefits and
problems of each theory. The maetrial covered in this
course should also serve as a primer for more sustained work
in political or moral philosophy.

PHIL 211 HIST OF PHIL: ANCIENT & MED [3]
Prof. Secada (M W 1100-11 50)

The aim of this course is to give a survey of the history of
philosophy from its origins up to the 15th Century. We
shall read and discuss major works of such philosophers as
Plato, Aristotle, some of the major Hellenistic philosophers,
St. Augustine, some of the major Islamic medieval
philosophers, and St. Thomas Aquinas. The emphasis will
be on those writings and ideas which have been formative
influences in the history of western civilization. Major themes
are the scope and limits of human knowledge, the nature of
reality and the way to achieve human happiness. The course
is well suited for students who want a basis for more
advanced work in philosophy, as well as for those who are
not planning to take further courses in philosophy but
believe that some knowledge of the history of philosophy is
essential to a liberal arts education. Requirements are several
short quizzes and two papers.

PHIL 242 INTRODUCTION TO SYBOLIC LOGIC [3]
Prof. Cargile (T R 1400-1450 + disc sec)

A basic introduction to the concepts and techniques of
modern formal logic. The aim of this course is to give the
student a working knowledge of both sentential and
quantifier logic. The course will acquaint the student with the
concepts of formula, proof, interpretation, and validity.

PHIL 254 HAPPINESS AND THE GOOD LIFE [3]
Prof. Kadlac (Time: TBA)

It is a virtual truism to say that one wants to be happy. It
is much less of a truism to offer an account of what

happiness involves or how it is to be obtained. And it is
still less of a truism to say how such an account relates to
other notions of how we are to live-notions informed by
morality, religion, and culture. This course looks at how
some of the seminal thinkers in the western intellectual
tradition have thought about these issues. The syllabus
will follow a roughly historical progression and trace the
work of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Hume, Kant, Mill,
Nietzsche, and Camus. We will also look at how these
issues are raised in some contemporary literature and film.

PHIL 258 ANCIENT POLITICAL THOUGHT [3]
Prof. Devereux (M W 1100-1150 + disc sect)

A survey of the political ideas and theories of the ancient
Greeks and Romans, including such works as Plato's
Republic, Aristotle's Politics and Cicero's De Re Publica.
Requirements: 2 papers, a midterm, and a final exam.

PHIL 266 PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION [3]
Prof. Merricks (T R 0930-1020+disc section)

This course will examine a number of different topics that
have been of perennial interest to philosophers of religion
and philosophical theologians. These topics include
arguments for and against God's existence, the problem of
evil, the relationship between human free~om and divine
foreknowledge, and how to think about personal
immortality and the nature of the human person.

*PHIL 311 PLATO [3]
Prof. Scott (T R 1100-1215)

This course will survey a range of Plato's dialogues,
starting with the Apology and working through the
Euthyphro, Protagoras, Meno, Gorgias and the Republic.
Reference will also be made to the Symposium, Phaedo and
Parmenides. Although I shall aim to read the different
dialogues as wholes, I shall also give a synoptic overview of
the different themes explored in the dialogues, e.g.
political, psychological, metaphysical and epistemological.

*PHIL 315 RATIONALISTS [3]
Prof. LoLordo (T R 1400-1515)

This course is an examination of the epistemology, ethics
and metaphysics of Descartes and Spinoza. Topics to be
discussed include skepticism, God, causation, perception,
the mind-body problem, free will, the emotions, and the
nature of the good life. Our main texts will be Descartes'
Meditations and Spinoza's Ethics, which-despite its denial
of dualism and equation of God and nature-is often seen as
the logical outgrowth of Descartes' metaphysics. We will
also read some short works of Leibniz, mostly written in
response to Descartes and Spinoza.

PHIL 318 NIETZSCHE [3]
Prof. Langsam (M W 1400-1515)

Nietzsche, Nietzsche, and even more Nietzsche on life,
truth, philosophy, art, morality, nihilism, values and their
creation, will to power, eternal recurrence, and a lot of
other good stuff. Readings will include The Birth of
Tragedy, The Gay Science, Beyond Good and Evil, On the
Genealogy of Morals, Twilight of the Idols, The Antichrist,
and others.

*PHIL 334 PHILOSOPHY OF MIND [3]
Prof. Gertler (T R 1230-1345)

What is the nature of the mind and why do we find its
nature so puzzling? We shall critically examine various
theories about the nature of the mind; we shall also discuss
the nature of particular kinds of mental states and events,
such as beliefs, desires, feelings, sensory experiences, and
others. We shall be especially concerned with the relations
between the mind and the body, and, more generally,
between the mental and the physical. Most of the readings
will be by contemporary philosophers. (This course satisfies
the major concentration requirement in Metaphysics and
Epistemology. )



*PHIL 352 CONTEMPORARY ETHICS [3]
Mr. Marshall (T R 1100-1215)

It is wrong, when given a clear choice, to step on
another's gouty toes rather than on the hard flint and
pavement. Is the belief that it is wrong a kind of
knowledge? If so, what kind? Is it knowledge of moral
facts, fact over and above such reactive attitudes as moral
approval or resentment? If it is not knowledge, how is it
best defended or justified. Indeed, if it is not a kind of
knowledge, what is it? If we are not expressing a belief, in
the strict sense, when we pronounce some conduct right
or wrong, what are we doing? Are we expressing an
attitude or a feeling, prescribing a rule, endorsing a
conventional standard? Leaving the question of moral
knowledge to one side, what about moral reasons for
acting? I have a moral reason not to step on another's
gouty toes. Is this an objectively valid reason? What
would it mean to say that it is? How could this be shown?
And granted that it is a moral reason for me to act, can I
act for this reason directly? Leaving these meta-ethical
questions and turning to nonnative ethics, there is much
to be said in favor of consequentialism and more
particularly of utilitarianism. Some think there is no clear,
systematic alternative to consequentialism. Are there such
alternatives? What are they? We will consider these and
related questions as they have been debated in recent
times. Two 2000-word essays, some short quizzes and a
final examination are required. This course will satisfy the
second writing requirement.

PHIL 357 POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY [3]
Mr. Anomaly (MWF 1000-1050)

This course will consider three central questions in political
philosophy: Why do political societies exist? What kind of
political society is best? And, what is the proper role of
the state in the social and economic affairs of its citizens?

Rather than a comprehensive overview of the subject, this
course will offer a chance to carefully examine some of the
most influential attempts to answer to these core
questions.

*PHIL 365 JUSTICE AND HEALTH CARE [3]
Prof. Arras (T R0930-1045)

This course examines the implications of several influential
theories of justice (e.g., utilitarian, libertarian, Rawlsian,
communitarian) for a broad range of questions bearing on
the allocation of health care and scarce medical resources.
We begin with the articulation and application of the
above theories to the debate over rights to health care -­
e.g., Is there a right? If so, what are its nature, grounds,
and limits? What is the usefulness of rights language in this
context? How important is a right to health care in view
of the pivotal role of the so-called social detenninants of
health (e.g., poverty, unemployment, social inequality,
etc.)? The second half of the course is devoted to
theories and methods of just health care rationing. What
processes (explicit or covert?) and substantive principles
(e.g., cost-effectiveness analysis, hypothetical consent)
should govern the distribution of scarce health-related

resources? Case examples include rationing by age, the
Oregon Medicaid experiment, and rationing vaccine during
a projected pandemic flu epidemic.

PHIL 401 SEMINAR FOR MAJORS: THE ETHICS OF
PLATO AND ARISTOTLE [3]

Prof. Scott (W 1300-1 530
This course will focus on Plato's Republic and Aristotle's
Nicomachean Ethics, two of the most important texts in
ancient philosophy. (We shall also consult other passages
from Plato and Aristotle where necessary.) Plato's
Republic covers several interconnected topics, but we shall
concentrate on those passages that set out his ideal of the
good life, in particular his defense of the value of justice.
We shall also consider his account of moral psychology and
education. The other half of the course will discuss
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics, which is deeply influenced
by the Republic, even though it registers sharp
disagreement on certain points.

Topics will include the relation between the virtues
(in-c1uding justice) and happiness (eudaimonia), moral
psycho-logy and education. Throughout, the main interest
of the seminar will be philosophical rather than merely
historical.

PHIL 436 CURIOSITY, CERTAINTY, AND
DOGMATISM [3]
Prof. Inan (M 0930-1200)

Our discussion will center around a number of epistemic,
metaphysical and ethical problems related to the notions of
curiosity, certainty and dogmatism. On curiosity, a
significantly neglected issue in philosophy, we will do a
short survey of a few important figures in the history of
philosophy. We shall then concentrate on Meno's
Paradox, and tie it in with our main problem, namely
"what makes curiosity possible?". The discussion will then
lead into how curiosity relates to the notion of certainty,
which has been the main target of human knowledge within
the rationalist tradition. Certainty that is valued so much
seems to naturally lead into dogmatism, that is not valued
so much. We shall take up this issue as a paradox that
requires some attention. In this part of the course we shall
make use of the contemporary literature on epistemic
fallibilism. A central question here will be: is it possible to
be open minded without being a skeptic?

A background in epistemology and some
experience in the philosophy of language will be useful.
Students will be asked to submit two tenn papers on
suggested topics related to the issues discussed in class, in
which they will be asked to do their own research. At least
one of the papers will be a critical examination of a
particular historical text related to our topics. There will
also be an in-class final exam. Attendance and participation
in class discussion is expected.

PHIL 454 OBJECTIVITY AND ETHICS [3]
Prof. Kadlac (T 0930-1200)

Objectivity is an oft-prized feature of our judgments and
beliefs. If we are able to demonstrate that we hold




