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In 1924. as part of the nation's most famous community study, Robert and 
Helen Lynd collected questionnaires from three-fouxths of Middletown's high 
school students, obtlilning details on "the life of the high school population" 
from some 800 sophomore. junior, and senior students in English classes and 
reactions to various "statements of opinion" from 550 juniors and seniors in 
social science classes. Robert and Helen Lynd's surveys of the opinions of 
Middletown (Muncie. Indiana) high school students combined the community 
sur?ey tradition with the emerging jpecialties of educational testing and 
attitude measurement. Some of the findings were generalized to the entire 
community in an innovative appiication of student data to community ethnog- 
raphy. The Lynds interpreted the 1924 findings in the context of a Middle- 
town experiencing rapid social change: secuiarization and modernization were 
eroding naditional ways. aibeit at different rates in different institutional sectors. 
The attitude surveys were replicated in !977, and again in 1989 and 1999. The 
present report uaces 75-year trends in student amtucies as reflected by 17 o r i p a i  
Lynd items for which there are numerical baseiine data from 1924. 

The Lynds' three-pase me-ialse questionnaire on student opinions was 
administered in junior and senior social science classes to about 550 respond- 
ents. The "aatements of' opinion" covered many topics. but reiigious belief 
was better represented than my other. .A11 of the Lynds' numerical dara about 
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student attitudes on public issues derive from thts survey. There were 40 
items. 33 statements to which students responded by writing "true," "false," or 
"uncertain," and 7 items on student background, including religious denomi- 
nation. church attendance, father's occnpation and politics, residential location, 
and duration of residence in Middletown. 

The questionnaire did not divide the items by topic, but they can be roughly 
classified by content. There were 10 items on religion (5 on religious belief or 
theology, and 5 on religious practice); 5 on internationai relations; 4 on school 
life, including 2 on teenage sexuality; 3 on issues relevant to civil rights; 3 on 
the reliability of information sources; 2 each on patriotism, politics, and social 
justice; and a single indicator of racism. 

There were no ninth ,graders in the senior high school where the Lynds con- 
ducted their surveys, and data from black students were purposefully excluded 
from tabulation because the Lynds (1929, pp. 5 ,  509) had decided to confine 
their study to the native whlte population.' 

Response distributions for 23 of the 33 statements of opinion were reported 
in iMiddlerown.' For the other 10 items--4 on religious practice and 2 each of 
the items we have classified under civil rights. politics. and school life-there 
seems to be no published record of student response. Only a handful of the 
completed high school questionnaires were deposited in the Lynd Papers at 
the Library of Congress. so contemporary analysts are limited to the published 
findings, and the 1924 responses on these remaining !O items cannot be com- 
pared to later responses on the same items. 

The Replications 

The Lynds' high school surveys were finally replicated early in 1977, as ?art 
of the ,Middletown I11 project, funded by the Natlonal Science Foundation and 

1. The declslon to simplify thelr smdy by mlmrmzing ethnic diversltv had been made even before 
Middletown was selected as a research site. In L923. when South Bend. Indiana. was the intended 
target clty, Roben Lvnd had xgued that the study should be limited to !:e city's "white American 
stock." He wrote, 'The reason for this IS obvious. Since we are attem~ting a difficult new tech- 
nique in a lughly complicated field, it is desirable to slmpiify our Situation as far as poss~ble. The 
interaction of the material and cultural mends in the city w~th  our native psychology is problem 
enougn w~thout introducing into t h s  initial study the complicating factor of a psychology molded 
by a foreign environment" (Fox 1983. pp. 1 18-19). In previous comparisons of the 1977 and 1924 
data  researchers. iollowlng the Lynas' practice, set aslde daw tiurn black students. That may 
have been an appropnstc procedure when then were only two data setr to compare. Now. having 
in hand multiple replicadons of high school populations in which black students are a substantial 
and growing part, it makes little sense to continue to exclude them. 
2. In the text of lWi&lerown the Lynds ye cveful not to reier to their opinion Items as attitudes. 
and in the appendix on method they emphasiz that the11 questionnaires "were not used to meas- 
ure any general 'attitudes,"' but rather that their questions merely represented "verbalizations" 
which, "like the interviews, [are1 used not as proof but as suggestion of tendencies" (1929. 
p. 509). Even so. they seem to have cons ided  theu sutcmenrs of opiruon as indicators of attitudes, 
for across the top of an unused copy of their me-false questionnaire preserved in the Lynd papers 
at the Library of Congress one of them had penned, "Muncie attitudes." 



Poll Trends: The Middletown Replications 289 

directed by Theodore Caplow. The two h g h  school questionnaires from 1924 
were combined in a single instrument that was administered to the entire 
student population of the city's four public high schools. The questionnaire 
was eight pages long, including large portions of both Lynd questionnaires 
plus additional items on school life, occupational aspirations. family back- 
ground, and student attitudes. It was designed to fit into a 50-minute class 
period. In the interests of time the questionnaire was offered in three versions, 
with amtude items rotated among the three, such that it was possible to obtain 
responses from at least one-third of all students tc- 63 different attitude items 
while burdening a given respondent with no more man 31 items. Among the 
63 were 29 of the original 33 Lynd items, the deleted 4 being judged as poten- 
tially offensive, archaic, or awkward.' 

Rather than f r m r l g  questions in the true-false-uncertain mode used by the 
Lynds. the 1977 research team substituted a 4-point response scale ranging 
from strongly agree to strongly disagree. No formal "uncertiun" option was 
offered. For 20 of these 29 items, the 1977 responses could be directly com- 
pared to the 1924 findings published in Middletown. 

From an estimated total student population of 4,000 students, 3,357 com- 
pleted or largely completed [over 50 percent complete) instruments were 
obtained. for a response rate (using the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research [AAPOR 20001 standard definition RR2) of 81 percent. In 
the interest of economy, only a random half (1,673' of the completed insuu- 
ments were coded and analyzed by the 1977 research team. in 2001-2002 
problems retrieving the 1977 data set necessitatea a recoding and rekeying of 
all 3,200+ questior:~aires. and all 1977 comparisons in the present paper *lse 
that total ~opulacic!:. For further information about the procedures of the I977 
repiication. see Caplow and Bahr (1 979). 

There were subsequent replications in 1989 and 1999. The 1989 replication 
was conducted in :he same manner as in 1977 save that. in 1977. the survey 
had been pan of a ,NO-vear program of continuous fieldwork involving all the 
methods the Lynas had used and generating more rhan a dozen different 
surveys, whereas in 1989 the hgh school replication was the only survey 
conducted. and there was no resident research team nor ongoing program of 
research. The 1989 insuument, only slightly changed from the 1977 version, 
contained the same 63 attitude items, presented as before in three versions. 

3. Following a review of the 1924 questionnaire by school &smct admirustraton and legal coun- 
sel in 1977. researchen were advised to delete three items judged to be posnaally offensive or 
inappropriate. They were the statement intended to assess racism ('?he whre race is the best race 
on earth") and two statements about teenage sexuality ("Nine out of every ten boys and grls  of 
High School age have 'petting panies"' and "Most guls allow 'petting' not because they enjoy i t  
but because they arc afmd they will be unpopular if they refuse"). The 1977 research team 
rejected a iourth item for awkward. archax wording. It read: "Most Wilson High and Central 
High School pupils who go to Bible Study classes do not do so because they panicularly enjoy 
them. but because it is an easy way to get credit or because of the summer camp, movles, athletic 
leagues. or other exua features." 
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Questionnaires were administered by teachers in homerooms on a given day 
to the entire student body of the city's three high schools (one had been 
closed). From an estimated total enrollment of 3,200 students, 2,620 usable 
instruments were obtained, for a response rate (RR2 [AAPOR 20001) of 
82 percent. All were coded and tabulated. 

The 1999 hlgh school survey was conducted as part of the "First Measured 
Century" project, funded by PBS and the .American Enterprise rnstitute. It was 
one of two community surveys, the other being a replication ~f the Lynds' 
survey of working- and business-class housewives, conducted in Middletown 
in 1924. The 1999 hlgh school instrument. a moderately revised version of the 
1989 questionnaire, was 15 pages long. The pattern of alternate forms having 
different sets of attitude items was abandoned: d l  students completed the 
same instrument. Its final section contained 60 of the 63 attitude items from 
the 1977 and 1989 surveys. The missing items were three of the original Lynd 
items dealing with international issues. They were dropped from the 1999 
instrument because pretests with college students had shown them to be con- 
fusing or meaningless. The international situation in which these particular 
questions had been framed, a context essential to their meaning, was judged to 
be alien or irrelevant to contemporary students.' Thus there remained in the 
1999 instrument only 36 of the Lynds' original opinion statements. and for 
only 17 of these are detailed response rates from the students of 1924 avail- 
able for comparison. These 17 items form the basis of the current report. 

Compared to the previous surveys. the 1999 replication was expensive, 
drawn out, and administratively cumbersome. The Lynds needed only a 
principal's verbal approval to administer their instrument in the high school o i  
1924. The 1977 and 1989 surveys required negotiations with orficials ;n the 
local school district and approvals by school administrators and the district's 
legal counsel of the questionnaire and the proposed procedu~es for administer- 
ing it. These procedures included passive parental consent. that is, advance 
notification of parents about the project and its purposes and the provision of 
ample opportunity for parents to return a written notification to the schools ii 
they did not want their chldren to participate. 

By the late 1990s the environment for research in high schoois had tight- 
ened sucn that passive parental consent was no longer acceptable. instead. a 
signed form granting permission for a child to participate had to be on tile at 
the schcol before he or she could answer questions, and thereby the project 
took on Jspects of a survey of parents as well as students. Letters describing 
the project and requesting cooperation were distributed to parents, both by 

4. The three items in their 1924 versions are: "Germany and Austria were the only nations 
responsible for causing the World War" (1977 and 1989 adaptation: " N o h  Viet Nam, China. and 
the Soviet Union were the nations responsible ior causing the war in Viet Nam"); 'The Allied 
Governments in the World War were fighting for a wholly righteous cause" (1977 and 1989 adap- 
tation: "In the Vict Nam war the United States was tighting for a wholly righteous cause"); and 
'The recent labor government in England was a misfortune for England" (1977 and 1989 adapta- 
tion: 'The labor governments In England have been a rmsformne for England"). 



Poll Trends: The Middletown Replications 

direct mail and as handouts sent home from school with the children. Parents 
were asked to return a signed permission form allowing their children to 
participate, and a $2 honorarium was promised. to be paid to participating 
students when the completed questionnaires were turned in. There were 
follow-up mailings and. in the last days before the administration of che 
questionnaire. telephone follow-ups. As in previous years. the questionnaire 
was administered in homerooms by teachers, but only to students for whom 
permission forms had been received. Not surprisingly. the completion rate 
was somewhat lower than in previous replications. A total of 1,570 usable 
instruments was obtained from an accessible enrollment of 2,200 students. for 
a response n t e  (RR2 [AAPOR 20001) of 71 percent. A11 usable questionnaires 
were coded and tabulated. 

In addition to the various procedural and questionnaire changes, all the 
replications differed from the 1924 study in that they included responses 
from black students. The nontabulation of questionnaires from black students 
was much icss of a statistical distortion of the .Middletown student popula- 
tion in 1924 than it  is in the replications. In 1924 only about 3 percent of 
high school students vere black, in conrrast to over 11 percent in 1977 and 
more in the !ater surveys. Following che Lynds' practice in chis regard is far 
more challenging to the accurate depiction of the student populations of the 
1970s and later than it was in 1924. The .ssue is not whether black students 
are different from other students. Rather. black students are fundamental to 
a valid portrayai of Middletown high school students, and to neglect them is 
a distortion rather than a clarification. In fact. it seems to us to make more 
sense to accept the slight distortion attending comparisons of a white-only' 
sample from 1924 with the more diverse student bodies of later years, than 
to artificially homogenize the city's students of 1977 and later by throwing 
out one-eighth or more of a11 completed quesrio~aires. The better procedure 
is to warn the reader that the depiction of Middletown students in 1924 is 
slightly blurred by the absence of 3 percent of the popuiation who Iegitimately 
should have been inciuded and then to go ahead with the full population in 
the subsequent surveys where black students are a nore substantial part of 
the whole. 

In the presentation of findings ha t  follows. lirst we will review changes in 
the composition of the Middlerown student population with respect to several 
key demographic charac:eristics. Then we present comparisons across the 75- 
year period in student responses to 17 statements of "points of view on certain 
public questions" (L;{nd and Lynd 1929, p. 509)-statements about religion. 
patriotism. social justice, civil rights. the media and international issues-for 
which the Lynds published benchmark figures for !924. We recognize the 
possibility that apparent change may reflect changing proportions of students 
of varying backgrounds as well as red changes in student attitudes when 
background characteristics are held constant. We also consider differentl; s in 
student attitudes by gender. occupational class, and nce. 



292 Caplow, Sahr, and Call 

Population Characteristics and Changes in Sample 
Composition 

Distributions of selected demographic characteristics of the student popula- 
ions at each of the survey points are given in table 1. An obvious compos- 
itional change is the shift in the sex ratio of the high school student body 
between the 1924 survey and the replications. In 1924 there were more girls 
than boys in iMiddletown's high schooi, and the 57 to 43 ratio among the 
Lynds' opinion survey respondents accurately reflects that attendance differ- 
ential. Among graduating seniors in 1920 there were two girls for every boy, 
and in the mid- 1920s gaduating classes were consistently only 4 2 4 6  percent 
male. In contrast. the sex composition in a11 three replications was well 
balanced. The unbalanced sex ratio of the 1924 survey is relevant because on 
items where boys and girls differ, the balancing of the sex ratio in subsequent 
surveys might produce apparent change in the total rate when in fact only the 
sex-composition of the sample had changed. 

As we have said. there is a steady trend toward greater ethnic diversity. 
Between 1977 and 1999 the proportion of Middletown's high school students 
claiming black ancestry increased from 1 1 percent to 16 percent, and in d l  
three .?plications the ethnic identities malung up the "other" category, neither 
black lor white, were a larger haction of the student body than blacks had 
been in 1924. In numerical terms, at least. ethnic populations are increasingiy 
important in contemporary Middletown.' 

Another compositional change possibly affecting attitude trends is the 
gradual upward mobility of the entire work force. In 1924 about 30 percent of 
Middletown's men held business-class jobs (Lynd and Lynd 1929, pp. 22. 
51 1; Lynd and L;md 1937. p. 25). Between 1924 and 1977 3liddletown's 
business ciass exF .nded at the expense of the worlung ciass, such that over 
one-third of the 1' -7 students came from families whose fachers were white- 
collar workers. earning their living in professional, managerial. technical, 
sales. and clerical occupations. Over the next two decades the representation 
of the business ciass in the high school population continued LO increase. 
rising to 34 percent by 1999.6 

The Lynds suggested that over the first decades of [he twentieth century 
Middletown's class cleavage had become more rigid. However, findings from 
the various Middletown surveys of 1976-78 pointed to an opposite wend: in 

5. The ethnicity item read: "To which racial ' 1999: racial or ethnic] group do you belong'? 
(1) White, (2) Black [1999: .African Amencan, 31ackI. (3) .Asian Amencan. (4) American Indian, 
( 5 )  Chicano or Mexican . h e n c a n  [1999: Sispanic. Mexican h e n c a n ,  or Chicano/. ( 6 )  Other 
(please specify).'' 
6. The item on father'; occupation read: "What is or was your father's (or male guardian's) 
[1999: What is your father's (or male guardian's)] main occupation'? Please spec~iy occupational 
title or specific duties, and type o i  business or indusrry: [1999: Please specify:]" with blanks to fill 
in "occupational titlefspecific duties" and "type of business or industry." In 1999 the quesuon was 
only asked o i  students who said h a t  their father or male guardian was presenrly employed. 
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contrast to the 1920s. class divisions in bliddletown had softened. Whatever 
the long-term occupational trend, the figures on self-defined class in table 1 
suggest a remarkable stability of perception since the 1970s: At three points 
over more than two decades, 75 percent of students see themselves as part of 
the middle class. with over half identifying themselves as upper middle class. 
Consistently, one-fifth of the students see themselves as worhng or lower 
class, and the upper-class segment is stable at 6 percent.' 

With one exception, the item on Sunday movie attendance, the published 
results from the 1924 attitude survey; do not include occupational class con- 
trasts, and so we have no way of knowing how much of :he change in student 
attitudes between 1924 and 1977 may be attributed to me decline in the pro- 
portion of students from working-class backgrounds. However, the stability 
apparent in students' self-definitions of family social class suggests that not 
too much should be made of the ,mdual displacement of the working class by 
the business class. The relative position of  mia ad let own's population on :he 
hierarchy of occupations may change slightly, but the proportions of students 
who identify themselves as worlung, lower middle. or upper middle class 
seem quite stable.' 

Finally, there is religion, particularly relevant because one-third of the 
Lynds' attitude items tap reiigious attitudes. Despite iMiddlerown's four 
chapters on religion, the Lynds did not provide a statistical breakdown of 
Middletown's population by religious preference, cither for adults or students. 
offering instead a denominational breakdown by number of congregations. 
The city, they \aid, was home to a variety of religious beliefs, but that variety . 
was "ovenvhelmingly Clhistian and Protestant," and [he dominant religious 
beliefs were those of mainstream .knerican Protestantism. The Catholic 
minority was smail--only about 1 Catholic for every 15 Protestants, they 
said-and so Catholic religiosity plays almost 10 part in the discussion of 
religious belief and practice in Middletown (Lync md Lynd 1929, p. 3321. 

In the replications students were asked to specify their religious preference. 
As we :onsider trends in student belief about several core principles of 
Chst ian  theology, the changing context of denominational preference may 
have some relevance. As may be seen in the final panel in [able I .  judging 
from stude::: -epons, by 1977 there was a Middletown Catholic for every four 
Protestants. 'urthermore. almost one-third of rhe students claimed no religious 

7. The Item on sub!ective social class read: ''if you were asked to use one of five names for your 
social class. whch would you say your family presently belongs to: (1) Lower class. 12) Working 
class. (3) Lower middle class, 14) Upper middle class, (5) Upper class." 
8. Ir may be chat self-defined social class is a better indicator chan occupation of one's position on 
one side or the other of char gea r  liiv~de, char class watershed which, more than m y  other cultural 
factor. the Lynds i 1929, p. 24) said. determined one's life chances m d  "what one does d l  day 
long throughout one's life." Arguably self-definition is a better overall indicator for high school 
students. who may nor know enough abour 3 parent's occupauonal classification to repon ir accur- 
ately, but who. by the time they reach h g h  school, surely have a sense for where they s m d  with 
respect to 1Middletown's critical lines of social demarcation. 
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preference. Over the next two decades the Protestant majority continued to 
decline slowly, while the propomon of students claiming no religious prefer- 
ence increased. By 1999 there were almost as many "no preference" students 
as Protestants.' 

Trends in Student Attitudes 

RELIGION 

To the Lynds, Middletown's religion was "the most slowly changing of all the 
life activities of the people," an institution that "represented permanence in 
the face of surrounding change" (1937, p. 295). The rate of change in relipous 
belief and practice might be glacial as compared to progress in [he economic 
or leisure sectors, yet still, comparing their hard data from the students of 
1924 with people's recollections and impressions of Middletown past. the 
Lynds discerned creeping secularization. Dou~ts  about established Seiiefs 
seemed more widesprzad than formerly, if less public. There was evidence, 
they said. of declining acceptance of the traditional Chnstian notions of 
heaven and hell. Especially among [he better-educated citizens, the Lynds 
detected superricial religiosity m d  quiet skepticism. whle the worlung class, 
secularizing more slowly, continued to believe more ardently and practice 
their religion more emotionally ( 1929, pp. 32 1. 329-3 1). 

The 1977 replication would show that their impressions of continuing secu-. 
larization were correct, at least in the long run. .As may be seen in table 2, the 
five indicators of religious belief and the sole usable indicator of religious 
practice all show a decline in religiosity over the 53-year period, typically a 
substantial decline. In fact. by 1977 ,Middletown students had by and large 
become religious relativists. Thelr "conridence in [he all-sut'ficiency for all 
manlund" or the Chnstian religion, a belief ihe Lynds found troublesome 
because its corollary was that "other religions are. therefore, by detinition 
'wrong' or at best 'inferior"' (1929, p. ? 16; 1937. p. 31 I), had eroded such 
that by 1977 it was a minority position, affirmed by only four students in ten. 

Despite the tnurnph of relativism. most students still affirmed [he tradi- 
tional Chnstian tenets of the divinity of Chnst, the sacredness of the Bible. 
and the reality of life after death. But that majority wa:- no longer willing to 
assert that everyone else should belie-.re as they did. and it  is in that shft to rela- 
tivity that the prevailing beliefs of the last decades of the century differ most 
from 1924. The shift to relativism applies to boys and girls alike, and it is not 
much influenced by social class. However. as may be seen in [able 2, black 
students were far more likely than other students to affirm that Christianity 

9. The religious preference item: "What is your relig~ous preference? (. 1 )  Roman Catholic, 
(2) Rotestant (what denomination'?). (3) Jew~sh. (4) Other I please expiain). ( 5 )  No preierence." 
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was the one true religion. For them. perhaps reflecting their preference for 
evangelical Protestantism, the relativist position continued to be atypical. 

By 1977 the belief that "Jesus Chnst was different from every other man 
who ever lived in being entirely perfect" commanded the widest student sup- 
port of any of the religion items, with two-thirds of students agreeing. The 
decline from 1924 was a comparatively modest 17 points: only the item on 
belief in the hereafter showed a smaller decline. 

The surprising finding, apparent on all the religion items. is that whatever 
the scale of decline in support for the traditional Chnstian credo, by 1977 it 
had run its course. Beyond 1977, there continues to be majority support for the 
core Chnstian beliefs-again excepting the absolutist "Chnstianity is the one 
true religion." There is even some evidence of a reversal of secularization 
after 1977, with belief in the dl-sufficiency of the Bible and in the reality of 
life liter death rising significantly. By the end of the century, 60 percent of 
Middletown students apreed that "the Bible is a sufficient guide to all the 
problems of modem life." and 67 percent apreed that "the purpose of religion 
is to prepare people for the hereafter." 

The Lynds (1929, p. 319) described dus last item as an indicator of an 
"extreme form" of the generally held belief in a life after death in heaven or 
hell. Perhaps [hey were wrong to characterize it as such. for this is the item 
that manifests the least decline between 1924 and 1977-a mere 6 percentage 
points-and with the stabilization and tentative reversal of secularization after 
1977. there is a consistent increase in agreement that religion's purpose is to 
prepare people for the hereafter. i3y 1999 Middletown's students manifested 
greater "extremism" in this maner than did the Lynds' respondents of 1924. In 
fact, this tenet of traditional Christianity-the core belief manifesting the least 
support in 1924-was, by 1999, the tenet to whlcn students were most likely 
to agree. Compared to the students of their ;reat-grandparents' zeneration, 
the 1999 respondents were less sure o i  the divinity of Christ or of !he all- 
sut'ficiency of the Bible, but they were more contident of the continuity of life 
after death. 

The Lynds reported gender differentials on four of the five items on reli- 
gious belief, showing that the high school girls of 1924 were slightly more apt 
to affirm the traditional Christian credo and considerably more likely than the 
boys to see Sunday movie anendance as wrong. Things are more complex in 
the replications: the panern of greater female religiosity still shows up, but it 
is no longer the rule. For the items on CSnstianity as the one true religion and 
movie anendance as a violation of the Sabbath, the gender differences disap- 
pear. Girls continue to affirm the perfection of Jesus and the dl-suificiency of 
the Bible at a higher rate than boys, and they are much more likely to reject 
the theory of evolution us a more accurate origin account than that of the Bible 
(by 1999, the sender differential on this item is 18 percentage points). But in 
1977 and thereafter. it is the boys who m most likely to agree that the purpose 
of religion is to prepare people for the hereafter. 
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The Lynds said the division of Middletown's population into business and 
worlung class was "the outstanding cleavage" in the city, and they devoted 
much of  middlet town to discussing class differences, as revealed in their sur- 
veys of housewives. Although their high school questionnaires had items on 
father's occupation that made it possible to do comparisons by occupational 
class, there is only one instance where they report class differznces, md  that is 
a discussion of student opinions on Sunday movie attendance where the Lynds 
see the "differential n t e  in the breaking down of the taboo on 'Sabbath break- 
ing"' as m example of how new ways of doing dungs "filter down" from the 
business to the working class (1929, pp. 342-43). They viewed such "filter 
down" as the typical pattern of change, "down through various intermediate 
groups" or from males to females. although occasionally there might also be 
change in the reverse direction. from working [o business class (1929. pp. 343, 
496-97). As a result of the filter-down proczss, business-class students in 
1924 were only half as likely as their working-class counterparts to see going 
to movies on Sunday as wrong (see table 2). By 1977 this class differential 
had evened out. and only a handful of students in either category thought there 
was m y h n g  wrong with going to the movies on Sunday. 

For the other religion items, adding controls for occupational class shows 
that the class differences the Lynds said w~tre so important in 1924 (although 
undocumented in their published high sci~ool data) have d l  but disappeared. 
Where the students of 1977 and later continue to s h ~ w  class differences in 
religious values is in the slightly greater religiosity of the worlung class. There 
are some class-related fluctuations in opinions about religion. and class differ- 
entials were a little larger in 1989 than either earlier or later, but on oalance. 
the finding from the 1977 replication that "the religious values or'the business 
class and the worlung class seem to be nearly identical" still holds (Caplow 
and Bahr 1979, p. 7 ) .  

This convergence in religious belief does not extend to the other significant 
division in contemporary .Micidletown--race. In fact. the race differentials are 
larger in 1999 than in 1977. With the exception of the item on evolution 
versus the Bible's origin account. to whch about half o i  both white and black 
students agreed in d l  three replications, black students are much more 
supportive than whtes of the traditional Christian :redo. The differences are 
consistent and sharp: in the surveys of 1977 and later. three-tifths of black 
students that Christianity is the one true religion. and four out of .:ve 
agree that CIuist was perfect. that the Bible is all-sufficient, and that religion's 
purpose is to prenare people for life after death. Slack students are twice as 
likely as whites :o see Sunday movie attendance as sinful. 

PATRIOTISM 

In the chapter "Things .M/irllung and Unmalung Group Solidarity," the Lynds 
saw pauiotism as "civic pride writ 1arg.e." a sentiment that helped "mold 
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Middletown into common habits of thought and action." gave "stability to life 
in the present," and served "to bring the vicissitudes of life in the past into line 
with the habits of thought and action regarded as desirable today" (1929, 
pp. 188-91). In iMiddlerown in Transirion they cast patriotism as an important 
element of "the Middletown spirit," shown in the things that "by and large, 
Middletown believes." such as "America first is merely common sense," 
"'American ways' are better than 'foreign ways,"' and "the American demo- 
cratic form of government is the final and ideal form of government" (1937, 
pp. 107, 413). In both books .Middletown's civic pride and patriotism were 
pom-ayed in quotations md anecdotes, but there was ittle quantitative 
evidence other than the high school numbers reported in iMiddlerown. There, 
student reactions to patriotic statements appear in the chapter on "the thlngs 
children learn." These reactions are presented without comment. other than 
that the numerical dismbution of student responses gives insight into "the 
stamp of the group with which Middletown chldren complete their social 
studies courses" (Lynd and Lynd 1929, p. 200). 

Students in 1977 were a little less likely than those of their grandparents' 
generation to agree that :he United States was the best country in the world or 
to at-firm commitment to "my country-right or wrong," but at that time the 
decline in manifest patnotism since 1924 seemed quite modest. In fact, the 
1979 report on "half a century of change in adolescent attitudes" suggested 
that the levels of patriotism indicated in the finding that three-fourths of 
Middletown students agreed that the United States was the best country in 
the world md that half affirmed "my country-right or wrong" were surpris- 
ingly hlgh, especially "after d l  the unpleasant episodes of recent years ind the 
disillusion supposedly created by them" (Caplow and Bahr 1979. p. 13). 

Adding the findings from the 1989 and 1999 surveys reveals that the levels 
of patriotism indicated in these two items remained fairly stable over [he 
decade of the 1980s. then de-lined quite sharply in the 1990s. By century's 
end the contrast with 1924 is mu1 : more dramatic than it was in 1977. In 1924 
almost dl of the students-92 pe. cent-agreed that the United States was the 
best country in the world; by 1999 only 59 percent so agreed. 

Adding gender cor.uols to the pamotism items reveais an interesting rever- 
sal. In 1924 it was the girls who were most apt to give the conventional patri- 
otic response. In 1977 they were less likely to do so, and this pattern ot' lower 
patriotism m o n g  girls ihan boys continues in subsequent replications. By 
1999 only half of the girls. compared to two-thrds of the boys, agreed that the 
United States was the best country. From 1977 on, the girls' agreement with 
"my country-right or wrong" ranged between .C4 and 48 percent, consistently 
4-10 percentage points lower than the corresponding rates among the boys. 

The decline in student patriotism akter 1989 was sharpest among children 
from business-class families. By 1999 there was a sizable class difference. 
8 percentage points for the "United States is the best country" item and 17 
points for "My counny-right or wrong." In fact, as may be seen in table 3, 
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controlling for occupational class reveals that virtually all of the general 
decline in support for "My country-right or wrong" rakes place among students 
of the business class. 

A similar pattern appears when we partial for race: for the 1977-1999 
period, there is no evidence of declining patriotism among black students. In 
fact, black students of 1999 were more likely to agree that the United States 
was the best country in the world than were their counterparts of 1977. The 
erosion of patriotic sentiment in the 1990s occurs almost entirely among white 
students, and it ends up producing racial convergence for the "best country" 
item. In 1977 whites were far more likely than blacks to agree that the United 
States was the best country. By 1999 the difference had disappeared because 
over the past decade white students had reduced their support for the United 
States as the best country to the level of the black students of 1977. 

SOCIAL JUSTICC, 

Support for the items we have characterized as "social justice" shows diver- 
gent tendencies. The first-"It is entirely the fault of a man tumself if he does 
not succeed" (table 4, item 9 j m a y  be seen as a version of the Protestant 
ethlc. an iwiication of popular support for the economic individuaiism that 
characcerized the 1920s. The other statement-'The fact that some people 
have so much more money than others shows that there is an unjust condition 
in this country which ought to be changed" (table 4, item 10jexpresses  the 
opposing political viewpoint that wealth is not merely a reflection of differ- 
ences in individual merit or effcrt and that justice would be served by redistri- 
bution, presumably involuntwj. 

General support for the notion that one has only oneself to blame for failure 
did not change in the half-century following the Lpnds' survey, but this appar- 
ent stability overlays considerable realignment by gender. In 1924 ;ids were 
more likely than boys to agree that one's lack of success was onc's own fault: 
by 1977 these positions were reversed, and ihe boys were most likely to affirm 
the ethic of' self-responsibility. Ln the following 22 years. student support for 
the notion of self-responsibility increased markedly, and quite rapidly, at a 
rate of almost 10 percentage points per decade. Support for individual respon- 
sibility for personal faiiure was at its tughest recorded level in 1999, up con- 
siderably since the 1970s. Almost two-thds of both boys and girls agreed 
that failure was one's own doing. The increased support for self-responsibility 
appears in both business- and worlung-class children. and among both blacks 
and whites. The race differentials are inconsequential, and the differences by 
occupational class are small, in the 4-5 percentage point range. 

Although support for self-responsibility has increased, so has support for 
wealth-redistribution, but not nearly as dramatically. In 1924 30 percent of 
Middletown's students agreed that something should be done about the 
inequitable distribution of wealth in the country, with ,&Is more favorable to 
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the notion than boys. In the replications there are somewhat higher levels of 
support for the notion that income inequality is wrong and that someone, 
presumably the government. should do something about that. One is tempted 
to say that this growing divergence-modest continuing support for entitle- 
ments along with a growing tendency to define failure (and success) as due to 
individual atmbutes and efforts-reflects one of the contradictions of contem- 
porary culture, but it is possible that it merely indicates a lag in the political 
socialization of adolescents, as compared to their indoctrination into the 
prevailing therapeutic individuali~m.'~ 

From 1977 on gender differentials for the wealth redistribution item are 
insignificant, but class and race differentials are substantial and in the direc- 
tion of self-interest. that is, business-class students and whites are less sup- 
portive of the idea of income redisuibution than are worlung-class students 
and blacks. Over the period 1977-1999 the class and race differentials decline 
somewhat, from 12 to 5 percentage points for race, and from 16 to 12 percent- 
age points for occupational class. Even so. the conclusion of the 1979 report 
still holds. that "when it comes to recognizing their own interests, Middletown 
people are at least as rational as the social scientists who study them" (C~plow 
and Bahr 1979, p. 14). 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Support for civil rights, as indicated in support for free, even revolutionary 
speech and a willingness to tolerate pacifists in wartime (table 5 ,  items 1 1  and 
12), manifests a drift toward tolerance not unlike that in religious attitudes. 
Furthermore. as with support for the core values of traditional Christianity, in 
civil rights the trend toward increased toleranct seems to have largely run its 
course by 1977, although the evidence from the two indicators is not entirely 
consistent. Over the first 33 years of the 75-year span. a willingness to pros- 
ecute conscientious objectors in wartime declined 17 points, from 55 percent 
to 38 percent. After ~ l t  least 3 decade of stability. it  then dropped another 7 
points, to a low of 3.0 percent in i999. There is no way or" bowing whether 
the decline has bottomed out or will continue. 

For the other item. 3 statement oi  support for free speech even in the face of 
incitement to violence. a substantial increase in support for free speech. from 
19 percent in 1921 to 50 percent by 1977. was followed by 3 stabilizing of the 
trend line at the 1977 level for the next two decades. AS things stood in 1999, 

10. 11 is in such tnatters of interpretation. on the advisability of using data from high school boys 
and girls as a basis to generalize. however vaguely, about the aduits of Middletown. [hat it would 
be helpful to be able to cite. and evaluate. the tynds' position in the li@t of more recent work But 
the issue was never confronted explicirly in iUiikfferown. The tynds, illustrating their depiction of 
the city's religious and political attitudes with numbers iium student surveys, let the high school 
numbers "speak Cor rhemselves" across the rhrcshold between adolescence and dulthood, [hereby 
sidestepping issues of the probable inconpity of adolescent md adult attitudes. 
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about one-third of Middletown's students favored the prosecution of pacifists 
in wartime. down slightly from the 1977 and 1989 surveys. 

On both civil rights items there are clear ,:ex differentials that show little 
evidence of convergence over the years. In 1924 there was no difference 
between boys and girls in support for the prosecution of pacifists in wartime. 
but in each of the replications boys are far more willing than girls to pros- 
ecute. the greatest difference being a 23-point differential in 1989. In 1924 it 
was the boys who were more willing to allow free speech. and the direction of 
that sex differential has not changed. although it shrank to almost nothing in 
1989, then peaked in 1999, when 57 percent of boys and only 44 percent of 
girls indicated support for free speech as detined in the statement. 

There are continuing class differentials for both items: working class stu- 
dents Me consistently more willing to prosecute pacifists and less willing to 
tolerate the advocacy of violence. Race differentials are generally small and 
inconsistent. and the two instances of race differentials of 10 points or more 
are in opposite directions: in 1989 black students were more willing than 
whites to tolerate intlammatory speech (67 percent versus. 5 1 percent); 
a decade later blacks were more willing that whtes to prosecute pacifists 
(38 percent versus 38 percent). On balance, while there has been little change 
since the 1970s, the increase in support for civil rights over the 75-year period 
is notable. in 1924 over half of the students would have supported the pros- 
ecution of pacifists whereas in 1999 fewer than one-third would do so; in 1924 
SO percent of students would have denied free speech to those who advocated 
violent revolution, compared to only 49 percent in 1999. 

INFORMATION S O U R C E S  

The Lynds concluded their brief chapter on "Gating Information" in 'Middle- 
town with a statement of [he biases and shortcomings of [he city's press, an 
institution whose function in communicating information to the individual 
citizen was frequently compromised by its other functions: shaping public 
opinion. malung a profit for its owners. and protecting the inrerests of people 
who bought advertising. [n the Lynds' view, one of the reasons.that Middle- 
town's woriung class seemed to "lag behind" the business class was that its 
access to information was both limited-left to the "whim and economic 
status of the individual whether he shall see a paper at all"-and biased by 
"obstructions. political. economic. and personal. [that] are thrown at many 
points in the way of the newspapers' gathering and publishing . . . the facts 
needed by the cit: sns" (1929, p. 177). Sometimes the net effect of the various 
obstructions, distcrtions. and interests was to misrepresent or suppress infor- 
mation that voters needed to govern themselves intelligently. 

Having portrayed Middletown's problems of information access in terms of 
the needs of adult voters and the class differentials in their access to accurate 
information. the L:~nds turned to their survey of nonvoting hgh school 
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students for numerical support. Here. as with the religion items, the data from 
students were generalized to the world of  middlet town's adults. Student 
responses to the statement, 'The Middletown 'Star' presented a fair and com- 
plete picture of the issues in the recent election." were presented as "possibly 
reflecting this situation," that is, reflecting information sources that misrepre- 
sented or withheld essential news from voters at election time. In a footnote 
on the same page, the Lynds offered student responses to a second item on 
information sources. introducing it simply, "Attention should be called in 
passing to the answers by the same boys and girls to the statement, 'It is safe 
to assume that a statemem appearing in an article in a reputable magazine like 
the Saturday Evening Post or the American ;Magazine is correct"' (Lynd and 
Lynd 1929, p. 477). 

In both instances, the Lynds seem to suggest that student responses on these 
items say something about the community's differential access to information, 
or about people's opinions on the accuracy of the local press as compared to 
national magazines. but the reader is not told what the Lynds think about the 
numbers reported-whether they feel that the findings indicate student cyni- 
cism, student ignorance, both. or neither. The text implies that the high school 
data are relevant to the situation facing the city's voters, and to the situation of the 
worlung class in particular. but it offers neither comment nor interpretation 
beyond the suggestion that the numbers are wonh paying attention to, as "pos- 
sibly reflecting" the unfortunate local situation (Lynd and Lynd 1929, p. 477). 

Yet these numbers do not speak for themselves. What does it mean that 
about one-third of the 1924 students said that the local newspaper presented a 
fair picture of the issues. about one-founh disagreed, and the others were 
uncertain or didn't answer'? Or that students seemed to have less hith in the 
correctness of stones in national magazines than in election coverase in the 
local papers? 

Somewhat clearer in "spealung for itself' was student response to a state- 
ment about .he credibility of politicians at tlection time. Here again, the stu- 
dents were .nade to serve as proxies for Middletown's adults. In the chapter 
"The Machinery of Government." a discussion of political ~ampaigns and 
party speeches includes a single sentence where the high school data are once 
again cited as relevant to the opinions of >liddletown's adults. "It is possibly 
significant of the way .Middletown regards political speeches." it reads. "that 
less than 5 per cent. of 556 high sc~ool juniors and seniors wrote 'irue' after 
the statement. 'Voters c2n rely upon statements of fact made by candidates in 
campaign speeches,' wnile 67 per cent. answered 'false' . . . ." (Lynd and 
Lynd 1929, p. 419). On the face of it, a 5 percent vote of conridence in polit- 
icians' campaign statements indeed does seem to reflect a very low level of 
faith in political promises. an interpretation supponed by subsequent surveys 
of ,Middletown's students that would reveal much higher levels of confidence 
in the truthfulness of office seekers. In fact, there is a distinctly positive trend: 
at each replication students are less critical of political speeches. By 1999 over 
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one-thud of Middlecown's young people would agree that candidates' campaign 
statements could be trusted (see table 6). 

Boys are more trusting of politicians than girls, although the sex ciifferen- 
tials are small, in the range of 3 points (1989) to 7 points (1977). For race and 
class the differentials ye dso consistent in direction, and larger: more working- 
class than business-class students say that one can believe the campaign state- 
ments of politicd candidates, and black students are much more trusting than 
white students (48 percent versus 32 percent, respectively, in 1999). 

The numbers on trust in the local newspaper, or in national magazines. are 
much less interpretable. Given the Lynds' description of the problems of 
getting iccurate news -?ports especially at election time, the finding that 60 
percenl ..i the 1924 stur;ents who had an opinion one way or the other thought 
the local coverage was fair and complete suggests that the students of the time 
were truly naive, unaware of the biases in their newspaper. Yet :he Lynds, 
perhaps because they lacked comparative data. did not make this point. Sup- 
porting the same interpretation of student blindness or na!vete about biases in 
the local newspaper (and therefore, perhaps, lowering th: value of data from 
students as representative of the city's adults. who might be expected to be 
manifest more of the cynicism that comes with age anJ experience) is the 
students' consistent rating of the local newspaper as a more trustworthy 
source &an national magazines. This finding is consistent across all four sur- 
veys; indeed. the percentage point difference between those who agree that h e  
local newspaper provides fair and complete coverage of issues and candidates 
in elections and those who agree that you can trust the correctness of what you 
read in the national news magazines is much larger in 1977 and thereafter than 
it was in the 1920s. That is, ,Middletown's students in the last decades of the 
century had less confidence in the national media. and more in  their local 
newspaper, than did their counterpans of the 1920s. The replications reveal a 
surprising confider 3 in the local paper, ranging between 66 percent and 75 
percent positive, w :ie over the same period the percentage of students agree- 
ing that national news magazines report dungs correctly never rises above 46 
percent. 

Controlling for gender yields mixed results. In 1924 girls were more favor- 
able toward the local newspaper than boys, and in rhe replications. where 
there are gender differences, that pattern continues, but in two of the rhree rep- 
licatioris there is no gender differential. In boch 1924 and 1977 girls were also 
more supportive of national newsmagazines. >ut by 1989 that differential had 
also disappeared, and in 1999 the situation was reversed, with boys somewhat 
more favorable than girls. 

Class differences also seem to wash out over time. In 1977 and 1989 worlung- 
class students were more supportive of rhe local paper than business-class 
students; by 1999 this class differential had disappeared. The same trend 
toward convergence appears in attitudes toward the national newsmagazines; 
by 1989 differentials by class are miniscule. Controls for race reveal essentially 
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the same pattern: in 1977 black students were more willing to trust the local 
paper than whites; by 1989 the differential had disappeared. Race differences 
in agreement that the national newsmagazines get things right are also small, 
in the 5 to 7 point range in all three replications. 

[ N T E 7 N X T I O N A L  ISSUES 

The statement, "The United States was entirely right and England was entirely 
wrong in the American Revolution" (table 7, item 16') could also be con- 
sidered under the "patriotism" category. In fact. it is in a discussion of local 
patriotism in their chapter 'Things Making and Unmaking Group Solidarity" 
that the Lynds raise the issue of ,Middletown's attitudes toward the Russian 
Revolution in contrast to the American Revolution: they quote a political candi- 
date who makes a distinction between the violent change and "real revolution" 
then occurring in Russia and the simpler, less threatening, "confirming a situ- 
ation which was already existing" revolution by American colonists against 
England (Lynd and Lynd 1929. pp. 489-90). This would seem to have been an 
ideal place for some interpretative dscussion about student amtudes on American 
responsibility for the Revolutionary War and on American policy in recogruzing 
a foreign sovernment merging from a contemporary national revolution. 
Unfortunately, the Lynds chose not to introduce their findings on student 
opinions about revolution and international rights and wrong at that point. 
Instead, the two "international issues" items are among the 1 I for which 
student responses are summarized in tabular form. without comment. and 
presented simply as items providins funher insight into the stamp of the 
group with which ktiddletown chiidre. complete their social studies courses" 
in the chapter 'The T m ~ s  f i ldren Learn" (Lynd and 1,ynd 1929, pp. 200-101). 

The 75-year trend in studeat agreement that Ensland's position in the 
American Revolution was "?ntirely wrong" suggests a continuity, perhaps 
even an increase, in the "pure national chauvinism" (Caolow and Bahr 1979, 
p. I 1)  expressed in the item. In 1924.41 percent of students having an opinion 
agreed with ths  extreme statement of American righteousness; by 1977 agree- 
ment was somewhat higher, at 49 percent. Over the next two decades students 
were slightly less likely to define their nation as entirely blameless: Sy 1999 
rates of agreement were back down almost to their 1924 level. 

Among the Lynds' respondents, it was the zirls who most often saw the 
United States as entirely in the right. Some time later that sex differential was 
reversed, such that by 1977 boys were much more likely to interpret the Revo- 
lutionary War in stark terms of "American right." That pattern continued 
through 1999, when over half of the boys but only about one-thlrd of the 
girls, were willing to interpret the conflict ;n such absolutist terms. Neither 
occupational class nor race seems to have much consistent effect on the senti- 
ments of national chauvinism exemplified in this item. Given the concurrent 
substantial increases in tolerance for diversity, as indicated in the statements 
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on religion and civil rights, the stubborn stability of national chauvinism 
evident here is surprising. 

In 1924 fewer than one student in ten ageed that the United States should 
officially recognize the "Russian Bolshevist government." By the !970s there 
was far more support for official relations with a revolutionary Communist 
government. The much changed international situation dictated that a different 
revolutionary nation, China. be named in the 1977 version of this statement, 
and the adjusted wording, "fully recognized," was intended to allow for vari- 
ations in China's diplomatic status vis-A-vis the United States over the years. 

The 43 percent approvxl among the students of 1977 for h l l  diplomatic 
recognition to China is a dramatic, five-fold increase over the students of 1924 
in acceptance of a Communist revolutionary government. In light of that 
favorable shift, and independent of the question of whether the 1977 statement 
about Communist Chna is truly comparable to the 1924 statement on Russia, 
the relative stability over the next two decades of student approval for the full 
recognition of China at about 15 percent is unexpected and somewhat 
puzzling. For ths  attitude. as with the others noted above, by 1977 rh~ngs 
seem to have leveled out. 

There is a consistent gender differential for ths  item, with boys more favor- 
able 'ban girls to the proposed :ull relations r~ i th  China. Occupational class 
seems to make no difference, bu. :ace has a substantial effect. Beginning at 43 
percent in 1977, black students are increasingly sup~ortive of Communist 
China at each survey point, while among white students support continues at 
about the 1977 level, in the 32-47 percent range. As a result. by 1999 there is 
a 13-point race differential, with black students much more supportive than 
whtes of full recognition for :he Chnese government. 

The 1979 report on the first replication concluded that "in ttus one middle-sized 
Midwestern city, some of the religious, political, and social attitudes oi  the post- 
World War I e n  have persisted with remarkable tenacity" (C~plow and Bahr 
19-9, p. 15). However. it also pointed to a number of significant changes. includ- 
ing a distinct weakening of religious conviction ind increased tolerance of reli- 
gous and political dissent. Support for txaditional religious beliefs nad declined 
somewhat since 1924, although only one, the belief that Chstianity was the 
only true reliyon, had declined markedly. Thus students of !977 were much 
more tolerant of others who disagreed with them about religon, but between half 
and two-duds of them expressed support for the core beliefs in the chvinity of 
Jesus, the sufficiency of the Bible, and the existence of life after death. 
Our interpretation of conditions at the end of the century is not markedly 

different. Overall. in the interval between 1977 and 1999. the general panern 
is stability, with that stability in the total student population maslung some 
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shifts among particular components of the total. The relative stability of these 
attitudes might be attributed to the immaturity of the respondent population, 
were it not for the fact that the responses of adult Americans to similar items 
also display surprising continuities. In a review of opinion items used in Gen- 
eral Social Survey questionnaires between 1972 and 1974 and repeated with 
identical wording in 1984 and again in 1994, there are virtually identical 
responses in the three surveys to statements on abortion. gun control, criminal 
justice, illegal drugs. foreign aid, life after death, extramarital sex, homosex- 
ual relations, and justifiable aggression, and only minor changes in responses 
to statements on healthcare spending, interpersonal trust, the state of the 
nation, and the Protestant ethic, although all of these issues were widely 
debated during the same interval (Caplow 1997). 

Demographically, Middletown is far more diverse today than it was in 
1924, when the overwhelming majority of its ?eople were native whites of 
northern European descent. African .Americans are a much .nore important 
presence in Middletown high schools now than in 1924 or even in 1977, 
together with a gowing number of Hispanics. Asian Americans, and many 
recent European, Caribbean, and Ahcan immigrants. During the same interval, 
Middletown's industrial economy has been n-;msformed to a service economy 
and its class system modified beyond recognition (Bahr and Caplow 1991). 

The high school population has changed in other ways, too. In 1924 nearly 
all high school students lived with both natural parents. In 1977 two-thirds of 
them did. In 1999 only 52 percent lived with both parents. 74 percent with a 
single parent, 18 percent with a parent and step-parent, and 6 percent with no 
parent. In 1924 fewer than one out of ten Middletown students were preparing 
for collese: in 1977 it was one out of four: in i999 one of two. 

Yet their behavior-as well xi their responses to attitude surveys-snow 
numerous continuties. The tiidins from i924 that :@out half of the students had 
been away from home for four or more of the past _even el~enings, cited by the 
Lynds in support of the diminishing place of the home in cfuldren's lives. iums 
out to apply across all four surveys. In other words, today's students ure about as 
likely to spend evenings at home LS were their great-pdparents. Asked to 
name the qualities most desired in a father, "spending time with his cfuldren" led 
the list in 1924, 1977, 1989, and 1999. with 64 percent. 64 percent. 63 percent, 
and 69 percent. respectively. (There was more variety in the qualities desired in a 
mother.) Asked about sources of disagreement with their parents. the students of 
1999 identi5ed mostly the same issues LS those of 1924. 1977, and 1989. 

What we have here. of course. are snapshots taken at four points over three- 
quarters of a century. It should not be confused with a continuous series. 
There is no way to tell what t.luctuations in the attitudes of Middletown ado- 
lescents occurred between 1924 and 1977, or between 1977 and 1989, or 1989 
to 1999. It is likely that significant fluctuations accompanied the Depression, 
World War 11. the Korean War. the baby boom, the Viemam en.  the Nixon and 
Clinton impeachments. and other events that flashed across the public screen. 
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The 1979 report on the first replication concluded, "We cannot assert that the 
values expressed by Middletown adolescents are typical of their peers throughout 
the United States or that the long-tenn mnds discerned in Middletown can be 
generalized to any larger aggregate. What we do repon is that in this one Mid- 
western community, selected origmally for its lack of unusual features, we have 
been able to find little trace of the disintegration of traditional social values that is 
commonly described by observers who rely on their own intuitions" (Caplow 
and Bahr 1979, p. 17). The p s e n t  report comes out at about the same place: 
there have been some shifts, but the predominant pattern over the past 22 years is 
stability, and there are about as many changes suggesting increased commitment 
to tnditional values as there are indications of decline. 

Appendix 
1. Percentages of students represented in 1924 Lynd sample and 1977, 1989, and 1999 
replications 

1924 Lynd Sample: 
Grades 11-12 

% of Total Students 95 
Sex 

Male 43 
Female 57 
Total (N)  (556) 

Grade" 
9th 0 
loth 0 
1 lth 6 1 
12th 39 
Total (N)  (556: 

Race 
White 97 
Black 3 
Other - 
Total (N)  (573) 

Occupational Class (father) 
Business 23 
Working 77 
Total (N) (328) 

Social Class (self-defined) 
Lower - 
Working - 
Lower middle - 
Upper middle - 
Upper - 
 to^ (N) - 
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Religion 
Catholic 
Protestant 
Jewish 
Other 
No preference 
Total (IV) 

SOURCE.-For 1977-1999. the replication surveys described in the text; for 1924 Middletown 
(Lynd and Lynd 1929), rrs noted below. 

'For 1924 the Lynds (1929. p. 183) repon a total high school-level (grades 9- 12) enrollment of 
i.J49. The rstlmated numbers of students represented in the eshmated total e~ollments for 
grades 9-12 are. respecnvely. 760. 486. 367, and 236, or 41 percent, 26 percent, 20 percent, cmd 
13 percent. 

2. Student opinion on religion items. 1924, 1977, 1989, and 1999 

Item Wording 
1. Christianity is the one true religion 

and all peoples shouid be converted 
to it. 
Sex (,male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites /blacks) 

2. Jesus Christ was different from every 
other man who ever lived in being 
entirely perfect. 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business 1 working) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

3. The Bible is a sufficient guide to all the 
problems of modem life. 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

4. The purpose of religion is to prepare 
people for the hereaiter. 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

5. The theory of evolution offers a more 
accurate account of the origm and 
history of mankind than that offered by 
a literal interpretation of the first chapters 
of the Bible. 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites i blacks) 
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6. It is wrong to go to the movies on Sunday. 29% 9% 6% 13% 
Sex (male / female) 23 40 10 8 7 5 17 10 

Class (business / working) L6 33 6 8 -1 6 10 14 

Race (whites / blacks) - - 7 15 5 14 12 18 

NOTE.-Rblished figures from 1924 (Lynd and Lynd 1929. pp. 2W5,  3 16, 3 18-20. 342- 
43) were recalculated to delete "uncenain" rcsponscs and missing data. Number of cases varies 
from item to item. due to differential response rates by item and, for 1977 and 1989, differential 
exposure due to alternate forms of the questionnaire. Totals. rspectively. for items 1-6, by year. 
are-1924: 521.526, 480. 493, 373, and 556; 1977: 2.769, 1,795, 1,785, 1,859. 1.669. and 1.943; 
1989 1.527. 1.626, 1.631. 1,642, 1,579, and 1.677: 1999: 1,539. 1,517, 1,519. 1.534, 1,500, and 
1.541. Table 8 provides percentage bases (Ns) for the percentages given above. 

3. Student opinion on patriotism items. 1924, 1977. 1989, and 1999 

Item Wording 
7. The United States is unquestionably the best 

country in the world. 
Sex (male I female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

8. Every good citizen should act according to the 
following statement: "My country--right or wrong." 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business 1 working) 
Race (whites /blacks) 

No=-hblished figures from 1924 (L,ynd and Lynd 1929, pp. 65.200-201) were recalculated 
to delete "xncenain" responses and missing data. Number of cases vanes From Item to item, due to 
differend response mes by item and, for 1977 md 1989. cliffamrial exposure. Totals, respectively. 
for items 7 4 ,  by year. are- 1924: 484 and 478: 1977: 979 and 868: 1989: 8 17 md 503; 1999: 1.52 1 
and 15 19. Table 8 provides percentage bases (Ns) for the percenwe. gven above. 

4. Student opinion on social ;ustice items, 1924. 1977, 1989, m d  1999 

Item Wording 
9. It is cntirely the fault of a man himself 

if he does not succeed. 
Sex (male 1 female) 
Class (business 1 worlung) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

10. The fact that some people have so much 
more money than others shows that there 
is an unjust condition in this counrry which 
ought to be changed. 

Sex (male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
R ~ c e  (whites / blacks) 

Nm.-Published figures from 1924 (Lynd and Lynd 1929. pp. 65.200-201) were recalcu- 
lated to delete "uncenain" responses and missing data. Number of cases varies from item to item, 
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due to differential response rates by item and. for 1977 and 1989. differential exposure. Totals, 
respectively. for items 9-10. by yew. m-1924: 481 and 522; 1977: 2.841 and 1,318: 1989 : 
2,544 and 1.643; 1999: 1.547 and 1.538. Table 8 provides percentage bases (Ns) for the pcrcent- 
ages given above. 

5. Student opinion on civil rights items. 1924, 1977, 1989, and 1999 

Item Wording 
11. A pacifist or conscientious objector 

in war time is a "slacker" and should be 
prosecuted by the government. 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

12. A citizen of the United States should 
be allowed to say anything he pleases, 
even ro advocate violent revolution. i f  
he does no violent act himself. 
Sex (male / female) 
C!ass (business / working) 
Race (whites / blacks) 

NOTE.-Published tigures from 1924 (Lynd and Lynd 1929. pp. 65, 2W201) were recalcu- 
lated to delete .'uncertainm responses and mrssing data Number oicases varies from item to item, 
due ro differential response rates by item and, for 1977 and 1989. differential exposure. Totals. 
respectively. for items 1 1-12. by year, are-1924: ?8O and 503; 1977: 862 and 1.787: 1989 : 771 
and 1.646: 1999: 1.521 and 1,534. Table S provides percentage bases (IVS) for [he percentages 
given above. 

6. Student opimon on informarion sources items. 1924. 1977. 1989, and 1999 

Item Wordinq 
13. The ,Muncie STAR presented a fair and 

complete picture in covering the issues and 
the candidates in the recent election. (193-4: 
"...picture of the issues in..."; 1977: "...in 
rhe recent pres~dential election"). 
Sex (male I female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race . whites / blacks) 

14. I t  is safe to assume that a statement 
appearing in an micie in a reputable 
magazine like TIME or NEWSWEEK is 
correct. ( 1924: "...like THE SATURDAY 
EVEMNG POST or THE AMERICAN 
MAGAZINE is correct"). 
Sex (male / female) 
Class (business / working) 
Race (whites 1 blacks) 
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15. Voters can rely upon statements of fact 5% 24% 26% 35% 
made by political candidates' campaign 
speeches. 
Sex (male 1 female) - - 28 21 27 24 37 32 
Class (business I working) - - 16 27 21 26 28 37 
Race (whites 1 blacks) - - 23 32 24 41 32 48 

NOTE.--Published figures from 1924 (Lynd and Lynd 1929. pp. 200-201.419. 477) were 
recalculated to delete 'hncenain" responses and missing data. Number of cues varies from item 
to item, due to differential response rates by item and, for 1977 and 1989, differential exposure. 
Totals. respectively, for items 13-15. by year. are-1924: 318,512, and 441; 1977: 967, 916. and 
964: 1989: 782. 802. and 813: 1999: 1,366, 1.527, and 1,529. Table 8 provides percentage bases 
(Ns) for each of the percentages shown above. 

7. Student opinion on international affairs items, 1924, 1977, 1989, and 1999 

Item Wording 
16. The United States was entirely right 

and England was entirely wrong 
in the American Revolution. 
Sex (male 1 female) 
Class (business i working) 
Race (whites I blacks) 

17. The Chinese Communist government 
should be fully recognized by the 
United States government. (1924: 
"The Russian Bolshevist government 
should be recogruzed by 
the United States Govenunent.") 
Sex (male I female) 
Class (business I working) 
Race (whites 1 blacks) 

Nm.-hblished f i g u s  from 1924 (Lynd and Lynd 1929, pp. 20-201. 419. 177) were 
recalculated to delete "uncemn" responses and rmsslng data. Number of cases vanes from item 
to Item. due to differential response rates by Item and, for 1977 and 1989, differentla1 exposure. 
Totals. respect~vely, for lums 16-17, by year. ace-1924: 435 and 422: 1977: 955 and 1.690: 
1989 : 795 and 771; 1999: 1.186 and 1,487. Table 8 provides p e n t a g e  bases (Ns) for each of the 
percentages shown above. 



8. Percentage bases (Ns) for Tables 2-7 

1924 Itern 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Total 521 526 480 493 373 556 481 478 481 522 380 
Sex 

Male 222 224 203 203 - 241 188 210 200 229 178 
Female 299 302 277 290 - 315 296 268 281 293 202 

Class 
Business - - - - 74 - - - - 
Working - - - - - 254 -- - - - - 

1977 Item 
Total 2.769 1,795 1,785 1,859 1,669 1,043 979 957 2,841 1818 862 
Sex 

W - Male 1,303 871 868 904 832 042 475 458 1,348 888 429 - Feiuale 1,431 0 898 935 822 077 490 487 1,459 911 421 
Class 

Business 908 579 578 599 554 622 315 312 924 583 278 
Working 1,461 54-11 923 959 854 905 512 501 1,501 4 5  446 

Race 
Whtie 2,474 1,577 1,568 1,626 1,468 1,691 868 849 2,534 1596 765 
Black 250 177 170 191 161 205 91 88 259 178 77 

1989 Itella 
Total 2,527 1,626 1,63 1 1,642 1,570 1,677 817 803 2,544 1,643 771 
Sex 

Male 1,296 851 858 858 842 878 440 433 1,308 858 330 
Female 1,219 766 768 779 -13-4 793 371 364 1.224 779 337 
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