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UNIVERSITY: VIRGINIA




Office of Sponsored Programs


January 10, 2005

Dear Colleagues:

OSP has implemented University-wide transaction controls on grant projects beginning January 3rd, 2005, after a successful pilot through the summer and fall. The initiative will use Integrated Systems functionality to prevent the use of certain expenditure types in order to increase business efficiency and to reinforce compliance. Transaction controls will affect all federal awards, all subcontracts, and all federal training grants and fellowships.

This is part of an overarching effort to ensure University compliance with Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) governing how federal funds on sponsored programs may be expended. The Office of Sponsored Programs works to maintain compliance through involvement at the application and award phases.

During the application phase, OSP (on in the case of the School of Medicine the SOM Office of Grants and Contracts) reviews budgets in part to determine whether any items listed as direct costs are inappropriate because they fall under our Facilities & Administrative indirect cost recovery, or because the items are disallowed under federal policies. Requests for exceptions to CAS in proposal budgets can be made using page three of the Goldenrod routing form.

During the award phase, OSP implements transaction controls appropriate to the type of federal award being made. For example, training grant controls are more restrictive -- locking out more expenditure categories -- than those used for research grants. After-the-fact CAS exception requests can be submitted to OSP using a supplemental CAS form: 
http://www.virginia.edu/sponsoredprograms/CAS_EXCEPTIONS_REQUEST_FORM.doc. 
Signature of the Principal Investigator is required on this form and may require routing through your school’s research administration office. Approval decisions are generally made within 24 hours of receipt of the form in OSP.

Approved CAS exceptions, whether made at the time of award or afterwards, are noted in the original or a revised Notice of Award distributed by OSP to the Principle Investigators and other designated recipients in the schools and/or departments.  Distribution documentation thus includes details of the applicable transaction control template.

Additional information about CAS, transaction controls and forms related to these topics are available at OSP’s website: http://www.virginia.edu/sponsoredprograms/transactioncontrolshome.html.  For additional information, please contact Peggy Candler or me at 924-4744.

Thank you.

Stewart P. Craig

Assistant Director for Grants

Office of Sponsored Programs
1001 North Emmet Street, PO Box 400195, Charlottesville, VA 22904

Phone:  434-924-4270  Fax:  434-982-3096


[image: image1.png]