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The ABC’s of College Search and Application Process

I. THE SEARCH 
You can do steps A, B, and C throughout high school and into the fall of your senior year.

A. Start with yourself, don’t start with the college.

· Examine your academic interests, career goals, financial resources, and your likes and dislikes (climate or geographic preference, religious orientation or lack of it, hobbies, etc.).  

· Ask yourself: what do you want in a college?  Maybe your dream school doesn’t have it.

B. Read and visit.

· Review the college’s admission webpage.

· Request materials.  You usually can do this online.  They will send you admission materials and include you in any special open houses or newsletters.

· Visit.  Make sure if you have an interview that you come prepared with your transcript and courses you plan to take.  Many colleges have online tours if you are unable to visit.

C. Define your search:

· Look at your academic program and grades in high school.  Then, group your colleges of interest into three categories:

1. Reach: 

highly selective schools (i.e. top 25 schools). 

Even the #1 student isn’t assured admission because the demand is high.

2. Probable: 

selective schools.  

A school where your academic record meets or exceeds that of the typical admitted student.

3. Safety: 

not very selective.  

A school where your record exceeds the typical admitted student and most students who apply are admitted.

II. THE APPLICATION

Practical Matters:

A. Why is there an application?

· An application shows your serious interest in the college, asks for facts which give them information about you and your background, and is their way of seeing whether you are a good fit for the institution academically and perhaps in other ways.

B. What is an application?

· It includes more than just your biographical data. It includes:

1. Facts about yourself.

2. High school transcripts.

3. One or more letters of recommendation from teachers.

4. Application fee—money paid to the college for processing. ($20-$65 on average—Speak to your counselor if you need a fee waiver.)

5. Essay(s) or short written responses.

C. When to apply?
· Begin requesting applications in the summer before senior year.  

· Work on them in the fall and winter of your senior year.

D. Deadlines:

· Deadlines differ from one college to another.  Usually they are no earlier than November 1st (senior year); often January 2 or February 1.  
· Make yourself a chart of when applications are due (you can also include other deadlines in the chart such as scholarship/financial aid information).
· It is your responsibility to keep up with the application deadlines! 
What is Important?

A. Academic Program

· Take your school’s toughest courses in all 5 academic subjects and make A’s and B’s.  This means courses every year in:

1. English

2. Math

3. Science

4. History or social science

5. Foreign Language

· To be competitive for the most selective colleges, take advanced-placement (AP) or honors classes in these subjects as much as possible.  Make your schedule tougher each year.  Do not slack off in senior year!  This is very important.
B. Tests 
· Check with each college to see which tests they require.  Do your best to prepare for tests.  If you don’t test well, try to emphasize one of your strengths elsewhere in your application (for example, by being a particularly strong student and by getting extra recommendations from teachers).  If you need a fee waiver you can request one from your guidance counselor.
1. SAT I or ACT.  Either test is required.  Take it at least twice: once junior year and once in the fall senior year

2. SAT II subject tests might be required.  

C. Recommendations

· Get to know your guidance counselor: s(he) will have to be involved in your college application process and can be more helpful the better s(he) knows you.  S(he) will write a letter describing your work in high school and your suitability for each college.

D. Activities

· There are no right or wrong activities.  Pursue what interests you most and sustains your interest over several years.  It is better to show depth in a few things than 30 minutes a year in 20 things.  

· Use them for personal growth.  Try new things even if they aren’t cool—if you want to be the state’s best young coin collector, do it.  If you’re the football captain but want to audition for a role in the school play, do it.  If you pursue a few things of great meaning to you, you’ll feel more confident and write well about them.

E. Essays

· Be yourself in style—write in your own style and in your own voice.

· Be yourself in content—write about what you know, not about what you think colleges want to hear.  

· It’s okay to write about something which seems ordinary, such as your summer job or family, BUT assume others have done the same things and have the same opinions.  Use lots of details to distinguish your own experiences.  

· Pick a small topic.  Don’t write about your entire junior year; write about one reason you like a particular teacher, one part of a book you like, one instance where you showed leadership, one moment when you helped someone else.  Give lots of details about this small topic and about how this one item represents more about you.  

· PROOFREAD—after you’ve written the essays, read them aloud and show them to someone whose opinion you trust.
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