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vice president and chief officer for diversity and Equity

Diversity Council Minutes
July 19, 2007

Alumni Hall Conference Room

9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Mr. Harvey welcomed the group asked each member to give a brief introduction.  
I. 2007-2008 Diversity Council Goals and Meeting agenda topics

Mr. Harvey opened the floor by inviting the group to share key issues of concern and discuss potential topics for discussion during 2007-2008 DC meetings.
Among the issues and topics discussed were recruitment and retention of diverse faculty, graduate student concerns, undergraduate recruitment strategy, the Council’s definition of diversity (request for Martin Davidson to present to the Council at a future meeting) and the possibility for breaking into smaller subcommittees to address specific issues.

II. Diversity E-Newsletter

Mr. Harvey requested feedback on the Dimensions of Diversity electronic newsletter and mentioned it will be distributed to alumni, faculty and friends on a quarterly basis.  Ms. Lovelace asked the each DC representative submit stories from their unit for the publication.   

The next meeting will be held August 16, 2007
Appendix 
UVA first year residence hall assignment process

From: Allen Groves [mailto:awg8vd@virginia.edu]

Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2007 10:37 PM

To: 'bilharvey@virginia.edu'; 'kas7v@virginia.edu'

Cc: 'marcusm@virginia.edu'

Subject: U.Va. first year residence hall assignment process

In response to the questions raised this morning by Bill and Ken, I spoke with our Residence Life staff and learned the specific process used for first year residence hall assignments.

First years list their preferences from the following: Alderman Road, McCormick Road, and Residential Colleges.  They cannot request a specific hall within these three areas, only the area.  The incoming students may also request a specific roommate, but only if both list each other and choose the same area preference.  All students are then put into a lottery from which preferences are awarded based upon lottery rank.

I am told that when the elimination of stated area preferences was discussed a few years ago, African-American parents and students were among the most vocal supporters of retaining the preferences.  Apparently this stems in part from the fact that minority students stay in Alderman Road residence halls during Spring and Fall Fling events and thus have an interest in that area before arriving at U.Va., as well as the fact that Alderman Road residences are air conditioned and deemed more desirable.  In contrast, many legacies and students from certain high schools in VA target McCormick Road because of a historical pattern (siblings/parents) and a perceived superior proximity to classes.  An obvious caveat is that these latter observations are in part anecdotal and somewhat generalized.

Pat Lampkin's Residential Planning Committee is looking at tweaking this system for future years.

I hope this is helpful.  I'm happy to track down any other information that might be of interest to the Diversity Council.

Allen W. Groves (Law '90)

Interim Dean of Students
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