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Translation and the Predicament
of Transversal Anthropology

Cultural Studies has been an excellent move that is assumed to have assisted in
the decolonizing of the humanities and social sciences, Cultural Anthropology
included. The move, however, was mainly one way: the theory was formulated
and articulated in the Western metropolitan universities, but the data came from

"post"colonial situations, whether in the Third World or in "Third Worlded"

Western metropolises. My presentation concerns Palestine/Istael, and is part of
the larger project of the World Anthropologies Network Collective (WAN). The paper will shed light on
the disciplined processes through which English-language cultural theory travels to and from Israel's in-
tellectual spheres, and then shed light on the transcultural Hebrew-language theories that ought to travel
from Palestine/Israel into the English-language sphere, and on the reasons for our urgent need to allo-

cate funds for their Hebrew-to-English translations.
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