STUDIES IN WOMEN AND GENDER
Fall 2011 Course Offerings 

Please note: SWAG major/minor information is located at the end of this publication.

SWAG 2000: Gender Technology and Education (Primary) - CANCELLED
Combined with STS 2500-1 and SOC 2000-1
Joanne Cohoon
SWAG 2100: Introduction to Gender Studies (Primary)
Amanda Davis
3:00-3:50 p.m. M (Additional discussion section required)
An introduction to gender studies, including the fields of women’s studies, feminist studies, LGBT studies, & masculinity studies. Students will examine historical movements, theoretical issues, & contemporary debates, especially as they pertain to issues of inequality & to the intersection of gender with race, class, sexuality, & nationalism. Topics will vary according to the interdisciplinary expertise & research focus of the instructor.  Prerequisite for SWAG majors and minors.
SWAG 2224: Black Femininities and Masculinities in Media (Primary)

Lisa Shutt

6:30-9:00 p.m. M
This course will address the role the media has played in creating images and understandings of "Blackness" in the United States, particularly where it converges with popular ideologies about gender. We will explore how different media, including feature films, popular television, documentaries, popular fiction, television, and print news media create categories of race and gender in different ways for (different) Americans – each media encapsulating its own markers of legitimacy and expertise – each negotiating its own ideas of authorship and audience. We will concentrate on the particular ways various media produce, display, and disseminate information; in particular, we will be analyzing cultural texts, the cultural environment in which they have been produced, and the audience reception of those texts. Finally, we will ask what responsibilities those who create and circulate information have – and whether or not the consuming/viewing public shares in any sort of responsibility. This class will enable students to cultivate theoretical tools and critical perspectives to analyze and question the influence of the popular media that saturate our lives.

SWAG 2891: Issues Facing Adolescent Girls (Primary)

Combined with EDHS 2891 and EDHS 5891

Requires instructor permission to register

Edith “Winx” Lawrence and Melissa Levy  

4:00 p.m. M

This course provides an opportunity for students to develop their leadership skills through involvement in academic service learning. Students will explore the psychological, social, and cultural issues affecting adolescent girls and apply this understanding through service with the Young Women Leaders Program (YWLP), a mentoring program that pairs middle school girls with college women for a year. As we delve into theory and research on adolescent development, effective mentoring practices, and leadership development, students will test their theoretical knowledge and its application by serving as a Big Sister to an area middle school girl. The class pays special attention to the ways that racial, economic, and ethnic differences affect girls’ voice and self-concept during this developmental phase. 
SWAG 3559: Geographies of Desire: Race, Gender, Place, Identity (Primary)

Kendra Hamilton

9:30-10:45 a.m. TR
Women, the gender most associated with notions of "home," face in the 21st century a situation in which "the local" seems increasingly embattled, both by individual social mobility and by the vast migrations of labor and capital that connect and disrupt the lives of all modern subjects. This course, thus, asks that we consider seriously the role of place, refracted through the lenses of race and gender, in the construction of contemporary identities. The work of feminist geographers will frame our discussions as we consider readings and case studies largely drawn from the U.S. South and the "global South" (the term by which Africa, the central and southern Americas, and much of Asia has come to be known). We'll learn to apply techniques geographic mapping across cultural, temporal, and even literary-visual boundaries as we explore the imaginary landscapes of novels and paintings and the familiar landscapes of work, home, the department store cosmetic counter, and even the physical body to give students the tools to deconstruct both broadly cultural and inherited personal geographies of desire.  

Meets the SWAG global perspectives requirement.
SWAG 3200: Women, Gender, and Sports: A History of American Female Athletes (Primary)
Bonnie Hagerman 

9:00-9:50 a.m. MWF

This course traces the history of American female athletes from the late 1800s through the early 21st century. By gaining an historical understanding of the contributions of female athletes, we will explore the social, political, economic, and cultural constraints that have been placed on sportswomen, and their attempts to transcend such limitations. We will use gender as a means of understanding the evolution of female athletes, and will also trace the manner by which issues of class and race inform sportswomen’s journeys over time, particularly with regard to issues of femininity and homophobia. 

SWAG 3350: Gender Politics in Comparative Perspective (Primary)
Combined with PLCP 3350
Denise Walsh 

2:00-3:15 p.m. TR

This course examines how different countries “do” gender, exploring the political, social and economic construction of sexual difference.  Our focus will be on how power is gendered and its effects on women and men in the developing world.  We begin with a theoretical discussion of patriarchy, gender and feminist methods.  Continuing to draw upon these theoretical debates, the course then investigates a series of issues, including gender and state formation in the Middle East, women’s political participation in India and South Africa, feminist and women’s movements in Latin America and Uganda, and globalization in South East Asia. Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
SWAG 3400: American Ghost: Gender and Race (Primary) - CANCELLED
Claire Raymond
11:00-11:50 a.m. MWF
SWAG 3559: Presenting and Representing African American Women in Twentieth Century Visual Arts (Primary)

Jacqueline Taylor

12:30 to 1:45 p.m. TR

Through the 20th century, African‐American women, like their white counterparts,

challenged gender constraints on their political, social and economic rights. Unlike

their white counterparts, however, black women battled a long history of entrenched racist ideology. From the first moments of encounter, European imperialists appropriated the black body in service of a propaganda of consumption and exploitation. Subjected to the male gaze, women of African descent were imagined as exotic and highly sexualized, or barbaric and hideous, providing evidence in support of white superiority. In the 20th century however, African Americans sought to overturn negative stereotypes of the black female body, replacing them with both real and differently imagined black female identities. This course will explore the ways in which African American women presented themselves and were represented in visual culture from the New Negro to the Black Power Movement and beyond.

SWAG 3750: Women, Childhood, Autobiography (Primary)
Lorna Martens

2:00-3:15 p.m. TR
Women everywhere have been raised differently from men.  They have had different childhoods, their lives have fallen into different patterns, and from the perspective of their lives they have looked back on their childhoods differently.  This course aims to introduce students to what women have written about their childhoods cross-culturally, so as to acquaint them with the variety of women's childhood experience and also with the different ways in which women have looked back on their experience as adults.  What have been the major issues for girls and women, as seen by themselves?  This is a literature course.  It will focus not on contrasting the upbringing of women in different societies (that would be the task of anthropology or sociology), but will rather consider how adult women reflect back on their childhood experience and write about it.  In every instance we are given not a childhood but a reading of a childhood:  an analysis, or the story of a childhood, a childhood that has been transformed into a story. 
SWAG 3810: Feminist Theory (Primary)

Denise Walsh
11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. TR

This course provides an overview of the historical bases and contemporary developments in feminist theorizing and analyze a range of theories on gender, including liberal, Marxist, radical, difference, and postmodernist feminist theories. We will explore how feminist theories apply to contemporary debates on the body, sexuality, colonialism, globalization and transnationalism. Throughout the course we will incorporate analysis of race, class, and national differences as well as cross-cultural perspectives.  Required for all SWAG majors and minors.  Requires instructor’s permission to register.
SWAG 3993: Independent Study (Primary)

Requires instructor permission to register

SWAG 4200: Sex and Gender Go To the Movies (Primary)

Combined with MDST 4200

Andrea Press

1:00-3:30 p.m. M
Over the past several generations, the mass media have become central to our understanding of the meaning of the categories of "woman" and "man" in American life.  In fact, many argue that the mass media have become central to the reproduction of the "sex-gender system" within which we all live, and under whose influence we form our identities as men and women in this culture.  In this course, we will examine the ways in which popular Hollywood film helps to define cultural ideas about gender differences both in the U.S. and globally.  We will also look at the ways in which feminists have responded to these definitions, by criticizing existing media images and by creating some alternatives of their own.
The course will begin by examining the notion that film might influence our development as gendered individuals, looking at those who have argued both for and against this notion.  We will then consider briefly the different forms of feminist theory which exist, and how they have been applied to the study of the mass media.  This introduction will be followed by an examination of the development of images of women and men in film, and an examination of how these images might function for different segments of the female audience.  We will look briefly at the history of popular Hollywood film, the history of its portrayal of women, scholarly criticisms of these portrayals, scholarly discussions of the appeal of specifically "female" genres such as  melodramas or "the woman's film" to the female audience, and of "masculine" films and feminist attempts to create alternatives to mainstream images in various media.  Throughout the course we will consider the issue of the representation of minorities in the dominant media, and examine some newly created alternative representations. 
SWAG 4998: Studies in Women and Gender Senior Thesis (Primary)

Restricted to SWAG Majors Only/Instructor’s Permission Required

AFRICAN-AMERICAN & AFRICAN STUDIES

AAS 3500-3: Women Writing Africa (Primary)
Barbara Boswell
This survey course serves as an introduction to the literature, in English, of African women writers. It aims to situate African women’s literary production within the political and historical contexts in which these works are produced, and broadly examine the issues selected African women writers have chosen to highlight in their fiction. Particular attention will be paid to constructions and critiques of gender relations within each text. Examining the novels of Ama Ata Aidoo, Bessie Head, Buchi Emecheta, Sindiwe Magona, Mariama Bâ, Tsitsi Dangarembga, and Chimamanda Adichie, the course focuses on ways in which the authors engage with national, patriarchal, and post-colonial structures in different African societies. Practicing close critical readings of these novels, we will explore questions of canonicity, post-colonial identity, motherhood, and gender relations in various African locations. Students will also engage African/feminist literary criticism and its responses to these writers work, while also considering how their novels function as literary, postcolonial, critical race, and feminist theory.
AAS 4570: The Black Body in Transnational Translation (Primary)

Barbara Boswell
This course examines the way in which the figure of the “black body’ is discursively and visually constructed as it migrates globally and through history. The course aims to impart to students the ability to deconstruct the way the black body has been configured throughout history and in contemporary visual culture. Paying attention to the ways bodies are racialized, gendered, and sexualized in global cultural production, students will learn how to read the black body as “text” on which the dominant ideologies of its time are inscribed.  We start by examining the body of the slave, reading texts on scientific racism, and unpacking the role of scientific racism in providing a rationale for slavery. Next, students examine the sexualized black female body through a reading of the life of Saartjie Baartman, flowed by an examination of the  construction of the black male body as hypersexualized and dangerous. Students will also critically review contemporary film and music videos produced in the USA.

 The second part of this course examines the ways in which black artists and writers in Africa and throughout the diaspora have chosen to represent race. Texts include excerpts from Amina Mama’s Beyond the Masks: Black Women and Subjectivity (1991), Kwesi Kwa Prah’s Discourses on Difference, Discourses on Oppression (2002), Dorothy Roberts’s Killing the Black Body (1997), and Doreen Baingana’s Tropical Fish: Stories out of Entebbe (2005).
This course is a senior research seminar in African-American and African Studies, and students are expected to produce a rigorous, independent research project on the course theme by the end of the semester.
AMERICAN STUDIES

AMST 2001: Formations of American Cultural Studies (Adjunct)

Sylvia Chong and Jennifer Greeson
This course introduces students to the interdisciplinary field of cultural studies. We will engage critical-theoretical debates on important keywords of society (including nation, race, gender and class) and map the social formations of the US and beyond. In lectures and discussions, this class will explore culture in its many forms, including everyday life, historical memory, and literary and political imaginaries.
ANTHROPOLOGY

ANTH 2420: Language and Gender (Primary)

Ellen Contini-Morava
In many societies, differences in pronunciation, vocabulary choice, and/or communicative style serve as social markers of gender identity and differentiation. We will compare gender differences in our own society with those in other societies including non-Western ones. Topics to be addressed include: the relation between gender difference and gender inequality (in scholarly discussion of language as well as in language itself); intersection of gender, race, and social class in language use; gender and non-verbal communication (including representations of gender in advertising and the media); issues of nature vs. nurture in explaining these differences. Requirements will include one or two papers based on fieldwork conducted jointly with a working group, and a take-home essay question exam focusing on the course readings. The student must enroll in one of the obligatory discussion sections.

ANTH 3700: Contemporary India (Adjunct)

Ravindra Khare

The course discuses selected major socio-cultural, religious, political aspects of and issues in India since independence, with a focus on the changing position and reach of Indian modernity and its conflicting social values and forces. An examination of the sizeable Indian middle class will be juxtaposed to the rising caste-class-religious conflicts on one side, and to a globalizing, "rising India" on the other, with an expanding role for the Indian mass media, television and films. Second Writing Requirement.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.

DRAMA
DRAM 3300: History of Dress (Adjunct)

Gweneth West

This course studies the history of dress, from ancient to modern times, as a reflection of the individual's self expression and the relationship to one's culture. Lab required in The Collection of Historic Dress.
EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES, LITERATURES
AND CULTURES

JPTR 2210/5210: The Tale of Genji (Primary)

Gus Heldt

This course is devoted to an in-depth examination of Japan’s most renowned work of literature and the world’s first novel. Topics covered will include: material culture (architecture, clothing, gardens); political and social history; gender and class; marriage customs; poetry and poetics; the arts (music, perfume, painting, etc.); and religious beliefs (in particular spirit possession) among others.
JPTR 4559-1: Women and Writing Modern China (Under Review)

Charles A. Laughlin

JPTR 4890: Women’s Fiction: The Other Japan (Primary)
Michiko Wilson
This survey course will explore many aspects of Japanese society and culture often invisible to the outsider, points of inquiry which are the main focus of modern Japanese women writers in their fiction and critical essays.  Some of the issues include: 
1) Japan is not a mindlessly conformist society; 
2) A correlation between low birthrate and the nuclear family;
3) Hon’ne (what one actually thinks; one’s true intentions) is given legitimacy over tatemae (what one says; the rhetoric); hon’ne as legitimate social discourse;
4) Advantages and disadvantages of a strict division of labor; 
5)  Rewriting “the marriage plot” as a story of companionship. 
Second Writing Requirement.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.

EDUCATION
EDHS 2891/5891: Issues Facing Adolescent Girls (Primary)

Combined with SWAG 2891 - Requires instructor permission to register

Edith “Winx” Lawrence and Melissa Levy  

This course provides an opportunity for students to develop their leadership skills through involvement in academic service learning. Students will explore the psychological, social, and cultural issues affecting adolescent girls and apply this understanding through service with the Young Women Leaders Program (YWLP), a mentoring program that pairs middle school girls with college women for a year. As we delve into theory and research on adolescent development, effective mentoring practices, and leadership development, students will test their theoretical knowledge and its application by serving as a Big Sister to an area middle school girl. The class pays special attention to the ways that racial, economic, and ethnic differences affect girls’ voice and self-concept during this developmental phase. 

ENGLISH

ENLT 2552: Women in Literature: Bad Mothers (Primary)

Carolyn Tate

Analyzes the representations of women in literature as well as literary texts by women writers. For more details on this class, please visit the department website at http://www.engl.virginia.edu/courses.
ENEC 3200: Eighteenth-Century Women Writers (Primary)

Alison Elizabeth Hurley
For more details on this class, please visit the department website at http://www.engl.virginia.edu/courses.
CPLT 3750: Women, Childhood, Autobiography (Primary)
Combined with SWAG 3750 and GERM 3750

Lorna Martens

Women everywhere have been raised differently from men.  They have had different childhoods, their lives have fallen into different patterns, and from the perspective of their lives they have looked back on their childhoods differently.  This course aims to introduce students to what women have written about their childhoods cross-culturally, so as to acquaint them with the variety of women's childhood experience and also with the different ways in which women have looked back on their experience as adults.  What have been the major issues for girls and women, as seen by themselves?  This is a literature course.  It will focus not on contrasting the upbringing of women in different societies (that would be the task of anthropology or sociology), but will rather consider how adult women reflect back on their childhood experience and write about it.  In every instance we are given not a childhood but a reading of a childhood:  an analysis, or the story of a childhood, a childhood that has been transformed into a story
ENCR 4500-2: Advanced Studies in Literary Criticism: Feminist Theory (Primary)

Susan Fraiman 

An introduction to American feminist criticism and theory.  This course pairs novels and other works by women with theoretical essays in order to contrast diverse feminist approaches. I expect to explore such themes as looking/voyeurism, mother-daughter relations, mobility/migration, incarceration/escape, and conflicts/commonalities among women.  We will also broach such theoretical issues as how to narrate the development of feminist theory, the contributions of queer theory, the logic of canon formation, the meanings of third-wave feminism, and the way gender intersects with other axes of identity/analysis (race, sexuality, class, etc.).  Possible primary texts (still very tentative) include Jane Eyre, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, The Well of Loneliness, Mona in the Promised Land, a contemporary film, and a popular romance.  Probable theorists include Laura Mulvey, Eve Sedgwick, Susan Stanford Friedman, Chandra Mohanty, and Judith Butler, among a great many others.  5-page paper, 10-page paper, and a final exam.  Please contact me in advance if you would like to be put on my waiting list.

ENNC 4500-1: Advanced Studies in 19th Century Literature: Victorian Women Novelists (Primary)

Karen Chase Levenson
Our reading will include central canonical works, as well as some novels outside the prevailing lineage. Each book is culturally significant, some are brilliant, all are provocative and will generate good discussion. The class is intended for those who have an interest in the period as well as in individual works; some of our work will involve thinking about the cultural conditions which give rise to certain pre-occupations, forms and images. We focus on these texts because it is of critical interest to study how women, who often were perceived to dominate and saturate the market of writers and readers of fiction, inscribed the culture which would inscribe itself on them. Whether they are apologists or antagonists of the conventions of their time, these writers were very conscious of writing as and of women. By studying them as women novelists, then, we do justice to what was openly acknowledged and part of the contemporary readers'

experience (even if the author's gender took the form of a question rather than a certainty). Authors include Austen,  Brontë(s), Gaskell, Braddon, Eliot, Levy, Oliphant, Linton.  Members of the seminar MUST be willing to speak up vigorously and persistently, and they must have a schedule (and determination) which makes possible reading long books in short weeks.

ENNC 4500-2: Advanced Studies in 19th Century Literature: Austen in Print and Film (Primary)

Alison Booth

This seminar focuses on the novels of Jane Austen and critical and popular response to them in various media.  Students will become familiar with the author's career, the narrative and formal qualities of the works, their historical and social implications, and the changing ways that readers and critics have interpreted them.  While honing research, 
interpretative, and writing skills, students also will explore the world of Austen film and print adaptations and sequels. 

ENAM 4814: African-American Women Authors (Primary)

Angela Davis

We will read several novels and short stories by African-American women, examining in particular how the authors portray black women as individuals and in the context of American society.  This course requires active class participation, two written responses to readings (each 2 to 3 double spaced typed pages long) and a formal essay (12 to 15 pages long).  The reading list is:  Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God; Ntozake Shange, For Colored Girls; Toni Morrison, Sula, and Tar Baby; Alice Walker, In Love and Trouble; Paule Marshall, Brown Girl, Brownstones; Gloria Naylor, The Women of Brewster Place.  Prerequisite:  The course is first offered to fourth year majors in English, Studies in Women and Gender, and Afro-American and African Studies.
FRENCH

FREN 4510: Advanced Topics Medieval Literature: Identity and Sexuality the Medieval Perspective (Under Review)
Deborah McGrady

From damsels in distress to knights in shining armor, this course will confront and challenge lingering stereotypes about men and women in medieval culture. Women writers and castrated men, female warriors and lovesick boys, cross-dressers and werewolves will serve as our guides in exploring gender, sexuality, and social identity in pre-modern Europe. We will move back and forth between medieval and modern culture: How do medieval views continue to influence modern society? How can the medieval perspective help clarify modern approaches to sexuality and identity? Readings will include literary, spiritual, autobiographical, philosophical, scientific, and historical writings in modern French. Class taught in French.

FREN 4520: Women Writers of the Renaissance (Primary)

Mary McKinley

Against a dominant current of misogynistic discourse that relegated them to silence, women of the 16th century assumed new identities of female authorship.  How and why did women become authors in a world where authority was male?  We will consider descriptions of women by some male authors (Castiglione, Erasmus, Rabelais, Calvin and Montaigne) and examine polemics about women as we read works by Hélisenne de Crenne, Marie Dentière, Marguerite de Navarre, Pernette du Guillet, Louise Labé, Made​leine and Cather​ine des Roches and Marie de Gournay.  Class conducted in French.  A mid-term and final exam as well as three short papers (15-20 pages total) will be required.
FREN 4743: Africa in Cinema (Adjunct)

Kandioura Drame

This course is a study of the representation of Africa in American, Western European and African films. It deals with the representations of African cultures by filmmakers from different cultural backgrounds and studies the ways in which their perspectives on Africa are often informed by their own social and ideological positions as well as the demands of exoticism. It also examines the constructions of the African as the “other” and the kinds of responses such constructions have elicited from Africa’s filmmakers. These filmic inventions are analyzed through a selection of French, British, American, and African films by such directors as John Huston, S. Pollack, J-J Annaud, M. Radford,  Ngangura  Mweze, Jean-Pierre Bekolo, Souleymane Cisse, Gaston Kabore, Amadou Seck, Dani Kouyate, Brian Tilley,  Jean-Marie Teno, A. Sissako on a variety of subjects relative to the image of Africa in cinema. The final grade will be based on one mid-semester paper (select a film by an African filmmaker and provide a sequential reconstruction of the story based on the methods of P. S. Vieyra and of F. Boughédir (30%), a final paper (7-10 pages, 50%), an oral presentation and contributions to discussions (20%). Each oral presentation should contribute to the mid-semester paper and to the final research paper. The final paper should be analytical, well documented and written in clear, grammatical French using correct film terminology supplied with this description.

GERMAN

GETR 3750: Women, Childhood, Autobiography (Primary)

Combined with SWAG 3750 and CPLT 3750

Lorna Martens

Women everywhere have been raised differently from men.  They have had different childhoods, their lives have fallen into different patterns, and from the perspective of their lives they have looked back on their childhoods differently.  This course aims to introduce students to what women have written about their childhoods cross-culturally, so as to acquaint them with the variety of women's childhood experience and also with the different ways in which women have looked back on their experience as adults.  What have been the major issues for girls and women, as seen by themselves?  This is a literature course.  It will focus not on contrasting the upbringing of women in different societies (that would be the task of anthropology or sociology), but will rather consider how adult women reflect back on their childhood experience and write about it.  In every instance we are given not a childhood but a reading of a childhood:  an analysis, or the story of a childhood, a childhood that has been transformed into a story. 
HISTORY

HIEA 1501: Culture and Society in Imperial China (Adjunct)

Cong Ellen Zhang 
This is a discussion-oriented class. Through an introduction of scholarly work and a variety of primary sources commonly used by historians of China, this course explores the forces that shaped the society and culture of imperial China at various historical stages and the ideas, values, masterpieces, and personalities that have come to be associated with China’s cultural heritage. Major topics of the class include intellectual foundation, daily life for the elite as well as the ordinary people, gender and family relations, institutional and popular religions, and urban culture. Requirements for the class include active participation, a brief presentation, five two-page papers, and one ten-page essay. The assigned reading includes The Analects by Confucius, The Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee and a course reader.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
HILA 1501: Public Relationships in Latin American History (Adjunct)

Herbert Braun
This seminar is designed as a challenging introduction to academic life for first-and second-year students at The University of Virginia.  It is an intensive experience in reading and writing, and in listening and participating in collective discussions.  It is also an introduction to history and to forms of historical understanding that the instructor refers to as “soft thinking.” In the public relationships, the conflicts and compromises, between, say, men and women, Indians and Spaniards, the middle class and the lower class, workers and owners, the conjunction “AND” is often more meaningful and revealing than is the word “OR.”   And this course is also an advanced introduction to the history of Latin America.   Students in this seminar will work harder, and at a more demanding level, than in many courses at the 200 and 300 levels, including those taught by this instructor. 

As participants in this seminar you will read seven complicated historical monographs (history books) and one historical essay written by the instructor; write an introductory essay of three to four pages, four interpretative essays of five pages each and one final essay of six pages, on themes and subjects that emerge from the readings and the discussions, and are of your own making (not assigned by the instructor);  lead and contribute to class discussions.   The quality of our conversations will emerge from your open and engaged attitudes, your willingness to appreciate and question the readings, your own thoughts, and those of others, as well as your ability to listen to others and to help them along when they are having trouble formulating a thought.   Our class conversations will be an example of cooperation rather than of competition.

HIAF 2001: Early African History through the Era of the Slave Trade (Adjunct)

Joseph C. Miller

From the mists of the once-dark continent’s unwritten past Early African History draws out Africans’ distinctive strategies and achievements in culture, politics, and economics.  Starting broadly at the dawn of history and continuing in detail from the millennium before the Present Era, HIAF 2001 follows the sometimes-surprising ways in which village elders, women, merchants, kings, cattle lords, and ordinary farmers pursued meaningful lives without the technologies that modern Americans take for granted.  The last third of the course examines the ironic interplay of tragedy and ambition in a continent increasingly trapped in exiling its own people in slavery to Europeans, until the Atlantic slave trade began to wind down after about 1800.  (A second semester of modern African history, HIAF 2002, taught in spring semester, follows subsequent events down through twentieth-century colonialism and the post-1960 era of independence and impoverishment.)  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
HIEA 2101: Korea, 1870's – 2010 (Adjunct)

Ronald G. Dimberg
The history of Korea from the 1870’S through the first decade of the 21st century.  During the course of the semester we shall discuss the consequences for Korea of the end of the traditional East Asian order in the late 19th century, the characteristics and consequences of the period of Japanese colonial rule, the divergent routes followed in the north and the south following liberation in August of 1945, developments within the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, relations between the two countries, and prospects for reunification.  Reading material will include The Making of Modern Korea; Korea: A Religious History; Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood; Creative Women of Korea; and excerpts from such books as Inter-Korean Relations: Problems and Prospects and Korea at the Center.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
HIAF 3021: History of Southern Africa (Adjunct)
John Mason

HIAF 3021 is a lecture and discussion course on the history of southern Africa during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  The emphasis is on South Africa. HIAF 3021 begins with a look at the pre-colonial African societies of the region, before moving on to a study of conquest, colonialism, the rise and fall of apartheid, and the recent rebirth of African independence.

By the end of the nineteenth century, all of the African peoples of southern Africa had been conquered by European powers and incorporated into Dutch, British, Portuguese, and German colonial empires.  Conquest had not come easily.  Every society in the region resisted European domination fiercely, sometimes for many decades before being finally defeated.  Colonialism and African responses to it dramatically reshaped societies in southern African, transforming political and economic systems, gender and class relations, even religious beliefs.

Resistance to colonialism assumed new forms in the twentieth century, as Africans began to bridge ethnic divisions to create multi-ethnic trade unions, churches, political parties, and liberation movements.  Particularly in South Africa, African nationalism was influenced by nonracialism, uniting blacks and progressive whites in the ultimately successful struggle against apartheid.  Course meets SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
HIEA 3111: China to the Tenth Century (Adjunct)
Cong Ellen Zhang

This class introduces Chinese history from the beginning through the end of the 10th century. Its goal is to explore what makes Chinese civilization specifically Chinese and how the set of values, practices, and institutions we associate with Chinese society came to exist. Political, social, cultural, and intellectual history will all be treated, though not equally for all periods. Major themes of the course include intellectual developments, empire-building efforts, religious beliefs and practices, Chinese interaction with other cultures and peoples, and the characteristic orientation of Chinese society to family and kinship organizations. Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
HIUS 3611: History of Women in America, 1600-1865 (Primary)

Corinne Field
This course explores the significance of gender in the territory of the present-day U.S. during the period from the first European settlements to the Civil War.  We will ask, on the one hand, how people’s ideas about gender structured society and, on the other, how social relations defined what it meant to be a man or a woman.  Readings and discussion will focus on three particular areas of inquiry: the rights and obligations of citizenship; the value and division of labor; and the configuration of emotional life (including familial relationships, erotic desires, and individual aspirations).  Resisting any transhistorical definition of womanhood, we will investigate how Native, European, and African understandings of gender changed over time on the North American continent.  We will pay particular attention to shifting class distinctions and regional differences.

The goal of this course is to become adept at generating your own historical analysis through the study of primary documents.  The majority of the readings consist of primary sources—letters, diaries, legal documents, and fiction written by or about women in the past.  In addition, you will read a few secondary sources in order to assess how professional historians analyze and employ evidence.  Through short weekly writing assignments and class discussion, you will use these readings to develop your own analytical skills.  Lectures will introduce topics not covered in the readings.  You will use the assigned documents to develop topics for two five-page, analytical papers.  A take-home final exam will require you to synthesize the readings, lectures, and discussion in order to generate your own arguments about the significance of gender in the American past.  There are no prerequisites for this course.  It does not fulfill the second writing requirement.

HIUS 3671: History of the Civil Rights Movement (Adjunct)

Julian Bond

This course will examine the origins, philosophies, tactics, events, personalities and consequences of the southern civil rights movement from 1900 to the mid-‘1960s. The movement, largely composed of grass-roots unknowns, was based on a culture of resistance instilled by racially restrictive laws and customs institutionalized by the resistant white South following the demise of Reconstruction. By employing a variety of tactics, at the end of the ‘60s decade, it had won impressive victories against state-sanctioned discrimination. Readings, lectures and videos will be the basis for the final examination. Students will be required to write two short papers. The final grade will be determined on the basis of the two papers, the final examination, and discussion section participation.
HIUS 4150: Salem Witch Trials (Adjunct)

Combined with RELG 4150
Benjamin Ray

The seminar will explore the historical scholarship, literary fiction, and primary source materials relating to the infamous Salem witch trials of 1692. How and why did the accusations begin? How and why did they stop? Serious theories and wild speculations abound both in 1692 and now. Who were the female and male heroes, victims, and villains in this tragic episode? The most gripping personal stories are to be found in the primary sources and in literary portrayals by Nathaniel Hawthorne and Arthur Miller. Explore the impact of this small-scale, 300 year-old event upon America’s cultural heritage -- how and why did "Salem witchcraft" become part of the American cultural imagination? The course will draw upon the following recent historical works:  Salem Possessed by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, Entertaining Satan by John Demos, Salem Story by Bernard Rosenthal, In the Devil’s Snare by Mary Beth Norton, and Judge Sewall’s Apology by Richard Francis in addition to selected journal articles, as well as Arthur Miller's classic play The Crucible. The seminar will include short presentations of reading materials and culminates in two short essays to be written on important figures and/or topics related to the witch trials, based entirely on the primary sources. The best of these essays will become part of the “Notable People & Topics” section of online "Salem Witch Trials Documentary Archive" <http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html>. The class will make extensive use of the online Salem  Archive which contains all the original court documents and contemporary accounts.  (Restricted to Religious Studies, American Studies, English, SWAG, History Majors.)

HIUS 4501: Gender History of the Civil War Ear (Primary)

Elizabeth Varon
This seminar examines the construction and contestation of gender roles—definitions of womanhood and manhood—during the Civil War era (from the 1830s through the 1870s).  We will explore how the gender conventions of the North and South diverged during the antebellum era, and assess how that divergence shaped sectional tensions; re-envision the Civil War as a crisis over gender roles, in which men and women in each section struggled to fulfill—and at times openly rebelled against—the prevailing definitions of women’s sacrifice and of manly heroism; and reveal the gendered dimensions of slave resistance, emancipation and the contest over citizenship during Reconstruction.  The course aims to furnish you with the tools to craft an article-length (25 page) research paper, by semester’s end.  Students will identify topics, pertaining to our course themes, in consultation with the instructor; in the last four weeks of the course, we will focus on the research and writing process.

MEDIA STUDIES

MDST 4200: Sex and Gender Go To the Movies (Primary)

 Combined with SWAG 4200

Andrea Press
Over the past several generations, the mass media have become central to our understanding of the meaning of the categories of "woman" and "man" in American life.  In fact, many argue that the mass media have become central to the reproduction of the "sex-gender system" within which we all live, and under whose influence we form our identities as men and women in this culture.  In this course, we will examine the ways in which popular Hollywood film helps to define cultural ideas about gender differences both in the U.S. and globally.  We will also look at the ways in which feminists have responded to these definitions, by criticizing existing media images and by creating some alternatives of their own.
 The course will begin by examining the notion that film might influence our development as gendered individuals, looking at those who have argued both for and against this notion.  We will then consider briefly the different forms of feminist theory which exist, and how they have been applied to the study of the mass media.  This introduction will be followed by an examination of the development of images of women and men in film, and an examination of how these images might function for different segments of the female audience.  We will look briefly at the history of popular Hollywood film, the history of its portrayal of women, scholarly criticisms of these portrayals, scholarly discussions of the appeal of specifically "female" genres such as  melodramas or "the woman's film" to the female audience, and of "masculine" films  and feminist attempts to create alternatives to mainstream images in various media.  Throughout the course we will consider the issue of the representation of minorities in the dominant media, and examine some newly created alternative representations.
MIDDLE EASTERN AND SOUTH ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

SATR 2110: Cultural Translation: Travel Writing in South Asia (Adjunct)
Mehr Farooqi

Travel writing is among the oldest forms of literature especially in Asia. It was seen as a source of enlightenment, a science of ethnology, a mapping of regions and cultures of the world. The mystical as well as material riches of the Indian sub-continent has drawn an unusual number of travelers from Buddhist pilgrims to Arab geographers to merchant travelers, artists, to ‘colonial’ and post-colonial writers, all of whom have left fascinating accounts of their travel.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
SATR 3000: Women Writing in India and Pakistan 1947 to present (Primary)

Mehr Farooqi

Womanhood may be perceived as a kinship and understood through shared experience. However, women's identities and subjectivities are shaped within the socio-cultural constraints of their own society. One of our chief concerns in understanding women in the non-Western world is the handicap of our own perspective, that is, the western feminist perspective. Our claims of kinship with non-Western women are often tenuous. For us in this course, it is important to ask how women's experiences have touched upon women's writing on the whole. Does this writing address itself to certain questions? How do the women themselves see such writing? Was it/is it marginal or central to their lives? Can we detect any regionality in them? Is there any relationship between women writing and women's movements, and/or other political activism?

The diversity and pluralism of the Indian subcontinent provides an excellent ground for contextualizing the discourse between literature and gender. We will read and critique the fiction and poetry of culturally specific regions while reflecting on the assumption that experiences and identities are fundamentally gendered. We will explore issues associated with women writing in regional languages to writing in mainstream languages like Hindi, Urdu and English. We will also examine how the publication and dissemination of women's texts are related to the women movements in India and Pakistan and to South Asian literature as a whole.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.
POLITICS

PLCP 3350: Gender Politics in Comparative Perspective (Primary)

Combined with SWAG 3350

Denise Walsh 

This course examines how different countries “do” gender, exploring the political, social and economic construction of sexual difference.  Our focus will be on how power is gendered and its effects on women and men in the developing world.  We begin with a theoretical discussion of patriarchy, gender and feminist methods.  Continuing to draw upon these theoretical debates, the course then investigates a series of issues, including gender and state formation in the Middle East, women’s political participation in India and South Africa, feminist and women’s movements in Latin America and Uganda, and globalization in South East Asia.  Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives requirement.

PSYCHOLOGY

PSYC 3460: Psychological Study of Children, Families and Law (Adjunct)

Nicholas Dick Reppucci 
To acquaint the student with various issues in the law that have an impact on children and with psychological research and practice regarding children and families that is germane to legal policy. The course is based in developmental, clinical and community psychology theory and research. Topics include: (1) child, family, state and the rights and prerequisites of each; (2) children's decision making and capacities to provide informed consent; (3) the juvenile justice system and delinquency; (4) state intervention in families, especially child abuse and child custody; (5) child witnesses; (6) adolescent reproductive rights; (7) ethics and the limits of psychological expertise in juvenile and family law.
PSYC 4603: Sexual Orientation and Human Development (Adjunct)

Charlotte Patterson

Overview of research and theory related to sexual orientation across the lifespan from the standpoint of the social sciences. Topics include conceptualization of sexual identities, origins and development of sexual orientation, sexual identity formation and disclosure. Selected issues such as couple relationships, employment and careers, parenthood, and aging are also explored, since they may be affected by sexual orientation.  Prerequisite: Third- or fourth-year psychology major or instructor permission.
PSYC 4870: The Minority Family (Adjunct)

Melvin Wilson 

This course is designed to examine critically the current state of research on minority families. Although the emphasis will be given to the Black family, other minorities, e.g., Native Americans, Chicanos, and Asian Americans will be considered. The psychological literature as well as selected work from anthropology and sociology will be covered.  Special attention will be given to comparing “deficit” and “strength” research paradigms throughout the course.
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

RELA 3900: Islam in Africa (Adjunct)

Cynthia Hoehler-Fatton

This course offers an historical and topical introduction to Islam in Africa.  After a brief overview of the central features of the Muslim faith, our chronological survey begins with the introduction of Islam to North Africa in the 7th century.  We will trace the transmission of Islam via traders, clerics, and jihads to West Africa.  We shall consider the medieval Muslim kingdoms; the development of Islamic scholarship and the reform tradition; the growth of Sufi brotherhoods; and the impact of colonization and de-colonization upon Islam.  Our overview of the history of Islam in East Africa will cover: the early Arab and Asian mercantile settlements; the flowering of classical Swahili courtly culture; the Omani sultanates and present-day Swahili society as well as recent "Islamist" movements in the Sudan and other parts of the East African interior.

Readings and classroom discussions provide a more in-depth exploration of topics encountered in our historical survey.  Through the use of ethnographical and literary materials, we will explore questions such as the translation and transmission of the Qur'an, indigenization and religious pluralism; the role of women in African Islam; and African Islamic spirituality. Midterm, final, short paper, participation in discussion.

This course meets the SWAG Global Requirement.
RELG 2650: Theology, Ethics, and Medicine (Adjunct)

James Childress

An analysis of the ethical principles that should undergird decisions in science, medicine, and health care. The lectures readings, and discussions will focus on ethical principles developed within different ethical traditions (such as Protestantism, Catholicism, Judaism, and Humanism) and on their implications for cases in abortion, death and dying, research involving human subjects, artificial reproduction, genetic engineering, cloning, and allocating resources. Several films, videotapes, and cases will be used. Requirements: Midterm, final examination, 3 brief papers (2 pages) and participation in discussion.
RELG 4150: Salem Witch Trials in History and Literature (Adjunct)
Combined with HIUS 4150

Benjamin Ray

The seminar will explore the historical scholarship, literary fiction, and primary source materials relating to the infamous Salem witch trials of 1692. How and why did the accusations begin? How and why did they stop? Serious theories and wild speculations abound both in 1692 and now. Who were the female and male heroes, victims, and villains in this tragic episode? The most gripping personal stories are to be found in the primary sources and in literary portrayals by Nathaniel Hawthorne and Arthur Miller. Explore the impact of this small-scale, 300 year-old event upon America’s cultural heritage -- how and why did "Salem witchcraft" become part of the American cultural imagination? The course will draw upon the following recent historical works:  Salem Possessed by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, Entertaining Satan by John Demos, Salem Story by Bernard Rosenthal, In the Devil’s Snare by Mary Beth Norton, and Judge Sewall’s Apology by Richard Francis in addition to selected journal articles, as well as Arthur Miller's classic play The Crucible. The seminar will include short presentations of reading materials and culminates in two short essays to be written on important figures and/or topics related to the witch trials, based entirely on the primary sources. The best of these essays will become part of the “Notable People & Topics” section of online "Salem Witch Trials Documentary Archive" <http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html>. The class will make extensive use of the online Salem  Archive which contains all the original court documents and contemporary accounts.  (Restricted to Religious Studies, American Studies, English, SWAG, History Majors.)

RELJ 2030: The Judaic Tradition (Adjunct)

Vanessa Ochs

Introduces the world view and way of life of classical Rabbinic Judaism.
SLAVIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES
SLFK 2140: Ritual and Demonology (Adjunct)

Anne Ingram 

Open to students with no knowledge of Russian. Studies Russian and Ukrainian folk belief, as well as daily life of Russian and Ukrainian peasants in the 19th century and how this affects living patterns and attitudes today. Covers the agrarian calendar and its rituals such as Christmas and Easter, the manipulation of ritual in the Soviet era, and ritual today.
SOCIOLOGY
SOC 2052: Sociology of the Family (Primary) 
Allison Pugh
Comparison of family organizations in relation to other social institutions in various societies; an introduction to the theory of kinship and marriage systems.
SOC 2320: Gender and Society (Primary)

Tristan Bridges
This course emphasizes the social construction of gender.  We will focus primarily with gender and inequality in the United States, but global issues and inequality will be addressed as well.  We begin with an analysis of the ways in which we learn to consider boys and girls, men and women, males and females as completely different and opposed and we subject this taken-for-granted cultural knowledge to critical scrutiny.  To do this, the course focuses on a broad array of social institutions: the family, the workplace, education, the media, sports, the military, religion, and more.  We also discuss individuals and groups who challenge gender categories and gender and sexual inequality more broadly.  We conclude by discussing where gender is headed in the 21st century and beyond.
SOC 2380: Gender and Violence (Primary)

Claire Raymond

This course theorizes the relationship between gender and violence by tracing the representation of violence, broadly interpreted—not merely representations in film and media but moreover signs and symbols in all discourse around gender and violence, including the very texts read in this course. In asking how signs, symbols and representations produce gender, we will be developing the idea of a semiotics of violence. The reason for our focus on the semiotics of violence is that it keeps front and center the truly complex relationship between experiencing violence and talking about/reading about that experience. A goal of the course, then, is to keep us aware of the always mediated aspect of violence when we discuss it in the context of the classroom: we are never (hopefully) actually experiencing violence in the classroom but always stepping back and thinking about, theorizing, violence. Likewise, we will theorize the very real prevalence of violence against female, feminine or feminized bodies as culturally constructed in origin: created by systems of signs that permit and even encourage violence against female or feminized bodies. This course is interdisciplinary, drawing readings from the fields of sociology, literary theory, legal theory and film theory, but the thread running through the course is feminist theory. 

SOC 3400: Gender and Sexuality (Under Review)

Fan Mai
Focuses on the construction of gender and sexuality, and of the many ways human groups regulate and attach meanings to these categories. Some general themes addressed will be: contemporary and historical definitions of gender, sex, and sexuality; gender socialization; the varieties of sexual identities and relationships; embodiment, childbearing, and families in the contemporary United States. At least 3 credits in Sociology or permission of instructor.
SOC 3410: Race and Ethnic Relations (Adjunct)

Milton Vickerman

Introduces the study of race and ethnic relations, including the social and economic conditions promoting prejudice, racism, discrimination, and segregation.  Examines contemporary American conditions, and historical and international materials.
SOC 3470: Sociology of Development (Adjunct)
Rae Blumberg

This study of the development of human societies explores the five major techo-economic bases that have characterized our species history (hunting-gathering, horticultural, agrarian, industrial and information/biotech) and examines how contemporary macro level trends affect our lives at the micro level.
SPANISH, ITALIAN, & PORTUGUESE

SPAN 4310: Latin-American Women Writers from 1900 to present (Primary)
María-Inés Lagos


Study of major Latin American women writers from 1900 to the present—poets, essayists, playwrights, and fiction writers. We will read works by authors of various generations and countries as well as essays on gender theory. Discussion will focus on the literary representation of issues related to gender and culture, with emphasis on how women from various backgrounds have articulated their female experience in societies that establish strong differences between the roles of men and women. Films and other audiovisual materials will be used to illustrate the social and cultural context. Class participation, oral presentation, two exams, several short essays, one research paper.   Prerequisite: SPAN 330; SPAN 343 highly recommended.
SPAN 4450: The Latin American Short Novel (Under Review)
María-Inés Lagos


This course will present a panorama of contemporary Latin American literature’s main trends through the study of novellas (short novels) published between 1935 and the present. These narratives raise issues related to literature and writing, as well as gender, political and social conditions, family traditions, etc. Authors include María Luisa Bombal, Julio Cortázar, Carlos Fuentes, Gabriel García Márquez, Mario Vargas Llosa, Rosario Ferré, Luisa Valenzuela, Diamela Eltit, and Roberto Bolaño, among others. Class participation, oral presentation, two essay exams, several short essays, one research paper. 

Studies in Women and Gender

Studies in Women and Gender is an interdisciplinary program in which students study gender relations with an emphasis on transnational perspectives.  By examining social issues, literary texts, media, technologies, and historical materials, students develop a critical, socially engaged sense of how gender shapes and is shaped by the world around them.  Topics range from women’s political participation to the history of sexuality, women writers, theories of race/class/gender/nation, gendered inequalities, masculinities, body politics, gender and music, women and money, feminist environmentalism, and gender and technology, to name but a few.

Students gain credit toward a major or minor by registering for SWAG prefix courses as well as primary and adjunct courses across departments, programs, and schools.  Primary and adjunct courses have been offered in association with African American Studies; American Studies; Anthropology; Art History; Classics; Comparative Literature; Drama; East Asian Languages and Cultures; Education; English; French; German; History; Latin American Studies; Media Studies; Middle Eastern and South Asian Languages and Cultures; Music; Nursing; Philosophy; Politics; Psychology; Religious Studies; Slavic Languages and Literatures; Sociology; Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese; and other units.  Updated course listings are available on the program website.
SWAG’s core faculty represent a range of disciplines across the humanities and social sciences. They have conducted research on women, gender, and sexuality in many areas of the world, including India, Iran, Japan, South Africa, Sri Lanka, and the United States, and they bring that expertise with them into the classroom.  Aside from regular advising activities, faculty members meet with majors and minors at lectures in the program’s lecture series and at other sponsored events.

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the program, many of our students are double majors. We also encourage non-majors and minors to explore the variety of courses we offer.
Website: http://www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/
You may contact the program at:

Studies in Women and Gender

University of Virginia

227 Minor Hall

P. O. Box 400172

Charlottesville, VA  22904-4172

Tel: 434-982-2961 

Fax: 434-924-6969  
Email: lk9a@virginia.edu
REQUIREMENTS FOR MAJOR

All students must complete SWAG 2100 “Introduction to Gender Studies” or another SWAG course prior to declaring the Major. Students must receive a grade of “C” or better in the course to declare the major.

A Major in Studies in Women and Gender (SWAG) requires the completion of 10 courses (30 credits). At least five of these courses must carry a SWAG mnemonic (to include combined SWAG courses). At least eight courses must be at the 3000 level or above. Note that as a prerequisite to the major, SWAG 2100 will NOT count towards the 30 credits required to complete the Major. All SWAG Majors must complete the following required courses:

1. Either SWAG 3810 Feminist Theory or SWAG 3800 Queer Theory
2. SWAG 3820 Feminist Methodologies
3. SWAG 4050 Senior Seminar
4. One SWAG course designated as concentrating on Global Perspectives.

The completion of (1) either SWAG 3810 or SWAG 3800 and (2) SWAG 3820 is a prerequisite for admission to SWAG 4050 (Senior Seminar). A minimum grade of C must be earned in any course counted toward the Major. Courses counting toward the SWAG Major may include up to two courses designated as adjunct courses and up to two Independent Study courses. An adjunct course is one in which gender is a significant part, but whose focus is not on women or gender. An independent study course may include one semester of an approved internship. Two SWAG courses may be “double-counted” toward a major in another department; that is, two SWAG courses taken for another major can also count toward the SWAG Major.

DISTINGUISHED MAJOR SENIOR THESIS

Majors in Studies in Women and Gender (SWAG) with a strong academic record are encouraged to become Distinguished Majors. Distinguished Majors complete a two-semester written thesis (approximately 40-60 pages in length) in their fourth year under the supervision of a SWAG faculty member. The thesis allows students to pursue their own interests in depth and have the intellectual satisfaction of defining and completing a sustained project. The Distinguished Major and Senior Thesis is an especially good option for students considering graduate level work in any field.

To be eligible, students must have a 3.400 overall GPA at the start of their fourth year. Students pursuing the Senior Thesis will sign up for a 6-credit course, SWAG 4998 and 4999, under the supervision of a SWAG faculty member. The thesis must also be approved by a second faculty member whom the student will choose in consultation with the thesis advisor.

The 6-credit senior thesis course will count toward the 30 credits required for the Major. Successful completion of the thesis qualifies the student for graduation with Distinction, High Distinction, or Highest Distinction, depending upon the recommendation of the two faculty advisors, and subject to approval of the College’s Committee on Special Programs.

An early start is important to the successful completion of a Senior Thesis. While not required, it is recommended that students make the decision to pursue the Distinguished Majors Program during their third year. This will give them the opportunity to discuss the project with various faculty members, determine suitable advisors, and have the summer between the third and fourth years to define their project further and begin some preliminary reading and planning. Students choosing to pursue the thesis should complete a DMP enrollment form in the first semester of their final year.

REQUIREMENTS FOR MINOR

All students must complete SWAG 2100 “Introduction to Gender Studies” or another approved SWAG course prior to declaring the Minor. You must receive a grade of “C” or better in the course to declare the minor.

A Minor in Studies in Women and Gender (SWAG) requires the completion of six courses (18 credits). At least four of these courses must be at the 3000 level or above. Note that as a prerequisite to the Minor, SWAG 2100 will NOT count towards the 18 credits required to complete the Minor. All SWAG Minors must complete (1) either SWAG 3810 “Feminist Theory” or SWAG 3800 “Queer Theory,” and (2) choose either SWAG 3820 “Feminist Methodologies” or SWAG 4050 “Senior Seminar,” and (3) one SWAG course designated as concentrating on Global Perspectives. The completion of SWAG 3810 or SWAG 3800 is a prerequisite for admission to SWAG 4050. A minimum grade of C must be earned in any course counted toward the Minor. Courses counting toward the SWAG Minor may include one course designated as an adjunct course. An adjunct course is one in which gender is a significant focus, but whose central focus is not on women or gender.

Course Descriptions

Each semester the Program produces a list of primary and adjunct courses that count towards the Major and Minor, including those which are designated as satisfying the Global Perspectives requirement. For an up-to-date listing of courses, see the Program website at: http://www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/courses.html

Additional Information

For more information, contact Laura Mellusi, SWAG Administrator, Studies in Women and Gender Program, P.O. Box 400172, Charlottesville, VA 22904-4172; (434) 982-2961; lk9a@virginia.edu; www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/home.htm.
PROCEDURES FOR DECLARING A MAJOR OR MINOR

To prepare for declaring the major/minor:
· Read over the requirements listed above and consider the current listing of SWAG courses to determine those you might be interested in.

· Obtain a current copy of your VISTAA form or your advising transcript from the Student Information System.

· Obtain a copy of the Declaration of Major or Declaration of Minor form from the SWAG office (227 Minor Hall).
· Print and complete the advising worksheet and information form from our website: http://www.virginia.edu/womenstudies/requirements.html.

· Contact the SWAG Administrator for the name of your advisor and make an appointment to complete the Declaration of Major/Minor Form.

The SWAG Faculty Advisor will help you determine which courses you will need to take and assist you with any questions you might have regarding the major or minor. When the declaration form is complete, turn it in to the SWAG Administrator who will establish a file for your records in the SWAG office, and will forward the necessary forms to the College Registrar in Monroe Hall.
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