STUDIES IN WOMEN AND GENDER

Summer 2008
AFRICAN-AMERICAN AND AFRICAN STUDIES

AAS 206: Black Women and Power (Primary)
Sonya Donaldson sad9t@virginia.edu
10:30-12:45, May 12 – June 6, MTWRF

This course focuses on the ways in which women in the African Diaspora respond to social and political forces in their communities and effect change, while confronting “traditional” issues of home and family, definitions of “woman.” We will engage poetry, drama, and film by women to tease out themes of power vis a vis sexuality, history and geography, economics, and patriarchy. The goal of the course is to get a clearer understanding of how issues of power “play” in the context of the African Diaspora; how do women writers/filmmakers explore the issue of silences/silencing as plays of power? Finally, to what degree do geography and history influence how women in these regions respond to/write about their worlds?

ANTHROPOLOGY

ANTH 252: Men and Masculinities in South Asia (Primary)
Holly Singh hd6w@ virginia.edu
13:00-15:15,  July 10 to August 7, MTWRF

This course introduces men and masculinities in myth and reality in South Asia.  Our examples will include Indian wrestlers, religious renouncers, military men, and hijras, as well as men in families and at work. Our topics will include: sexuality and changing gender roles; family and male honor; men's health; and masculinities in religion and politics.  No previous courses in Anthropology, South Asian Studies, or Women’s and Gender Studies are required.

Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives Requirement.

ENGLISH

ENAM 322: Black Women Writers (Primary)

Lisa Woolfork lw5y@virginia.edu
10:30-12:45, June 10-July 8, MTWRF

This seminar explores the range of Black women’s writing from mid-century to the present.  We will focus closely on the text’s adherence to its contemporary literary and social conventions.  We will also consider patterns of representation established in the 1950s and consider how they develop, disintegrate, or evolve into the present day.  Do certain issues or themes remain important in Black women’s writing of the last fifty years?  How has the literature adapted in response to specific cultural or historical moments?

HISTORY
HISA 312: Women and Power in Indian History (Primary)
Richard Barnett rbb@virginia.edu
13:00-15:15, June 10 to July 8, MTWRF


This course addresses women's roles, means of using power, statuses, and contributions, during four millennia of South Asian history.  With emphasis on the modern, but with relevant background in Indian mythology, classical history and literature, medieval Islamic chronicles, autobiographies, and eyewitness accounts, we will examine original sources, politically-driven tracts, social science studies, fictional works, and secondary material on the following issues: ˆorigins, persistence, and revision of socially and religiously constructed gender identities; ˆautonomy vs. dependence, security vs. risk, oppression vs. liberation typologies; ˆmedieval and modern women as political actors and exemplars; ˆfemale infanticide, self-immolation of widows, and bride-burning; ˆeducation, health and workplace; ˆconflicts between Western and Asian feminisms; and ˆwomen power brokers in what is now India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.  No previous acquaintance with South Asia, or with history, is assumed.
Course satisfies SWAG Global Perspectives Requirement.
PHILOSOPHY

PHIL 163: Masculinity (Primary)

Kristina Meshelski kkm4s@virginia.edu
13:00-15:15, Jun 10 to July 8, MTWRF


This course is a philosophical exploration of masculinity. There are scientists who collect data on sex differences; there are policy makers who devise policy which will best exemplify their ideals of masculinity; but it is philosophers who are uniquely posed to answer questions about the nature of masculinity itself and its moral and ethical relevance. Questions such as what role masculinity plays in a good life, and where moral responsibility for violence rests, deserve philosophical exploration. Philosophers are also uniquely posed to evaluate arguments generally and so first and foremost we aim to understand what counts as a good argument for various claims made about gender (and masculinity specifically).
SOCIOLOGY

SOC 340: Gender and Sexuality (Primary)

Tristan Bridges tsb5k@virginia.edu
13:00-15:15, July 10 to August 7, MTWRF


This course is intended to give a broad understanding of the sociological debates concerning sex, gender, and sexuality. We will discuss works from Sigmund Freud to Judith Butler and beyond. As such, we will be dealing with the sociological theories that attempt to explain some of the more intimate aspects of our lives. We will explore the myriad ways in which gender and sexuality are conceived of: from biological determinism to social constructivism and everything in between. This course begins with a discussion of the meanings of sex, gender, and sexuality. In order to fully accomplish this, we will look at historical discourse surrounding the use, creation, and reification of these terms as they are both very distinct and extremely interrelated. Additionally, we will be discussing the presence and emergence of the range of sexes, genders and sexualities and the social conditions under which they have emerged. Finally, this course will deal with both abstract and concrete ideas that structure everyday life and interactions according to sex, gender, and sexuality. 

