Studies in Women and Gender 
Summer Courses 2010
SWAG
SWAG 3993: Independent Study (Primary)

Requires instructor permission to register

SWAG 4200: Sex and Gender Go To the Movies (Primary)
Combined with MDST 4200

Andrea Press

2:00-3:15 MTWRF – May 17 to June 11 
Over the past several generations, the mass media have become central to our understanding of the meaning of the categories of "woman" and "man" in American life.  In fact, many argue that the mass media have become central to the reproduction of the "sex-gender system" within which we all live, and under whose influence we form our identities as men and women in this culture.  In this course, we will examine the ways in which popular Hollywood film helps to define cultural ideas about gender differences both in the U.S. and globally.  We will also look at the ways in which feminists have responded to these definitions, by criticizing existing media images and by creating some alternatives of their own.
The course will begin by examining the notion that film might influence our development as gendered individuals, looking at those who have argued both for and against this notion.  We will then consider briefly the different forms of feminist theory which exist, and how they have been applied to the study of the mass media.  This introduction will be followed by an examination of the development of images of women and men in film, and an examination of how these images might function for different segments of the female audience.  We will look briefly at the history of popular Hollywood film, the history of its portrayal of women, scholarly criticisms of these portrayals, scholarly discussions of the appeal of specifically "female" genres such as  melodramas or "the woman's film" to the female audience, and of "masculine" films  and feminist attempts to create alternatives to mainstream images in various media.  Throughout the course we will consider the issue of the representation of minorities in the dominant media, and examine some newly created alternative representations.
ANTHROPOLOGY

ANTH 2858: Anthropology of Reproduction: Fertility and Future (Primary)

Holly Singh

1:00-3:15 MTWRF – July 12 to August 6
In this course, we will study human reproduction as a cultural process.  Among our central questions will be how do gender, class, race, and religion shape reproductive ideals and practices around the world?  How do difficulties in reproduction, ranging from infertility and pregnancy loss (miscarriage) to natural disaster and political upheaval, impact those ideals and practices?  Our ethnographic examples will come from around the world, but will emphasize South Asia and the United States.  We will examine the perspectives of both men and women and situate local examples within national and global struggles to (re)produce the future.
ART HISTORY

ARTH 2559: Women and Western Art (under review)

Leslie Cozzi

10:30-12:45 MTWRF – June 14 to July 12
This class will examine the problematic status of women as both subjects and objects of art production in early modern Europe (roughly 1500-1800). Working both thematically and chronologically, this class will provide a series of case studies that integrate primary source readings, secondary scholarship, and contemporary feminist theory on a range of topics dealing with women as artists, patrons, and painted representations. 

ENGLISH

ENAM 3250: Black Women Writers (Primary)
10:30-12:45 MTWRF – June 14 to July 10

This seminar explores the range of Black women’s writing from mid-century to the present.  We will focus closely on the text’s adherence to its contemporary literary and social conventions.  We will also consider patterns of representation established in the 1950s and consider how they develop, disintegrate, or evolve into the present day.  Do certain issues or themes remain important in Black women’s writing of the last fifty years?  How has the literature adapted in response to specific cultural or historical moments?
ENSP 3559: Reading Race (Adjunct)
1:00-3:15 MTWRF – July 12 to August 6

This course will explore literary works and feature films dealing with race relations over the last 200 years. We will consider short texts by authors like Frederick Douglass, Joseph Conrad, Flannery O'Connor, and Wole Soyinka, and films like In the Heat of the Night and Crash, in order to explore how categories like "whiteness" and "blackness" have been constructed.

MEDIA STUDIES
MDST 4200: Sex and Gender Go To the Movies (Primary)

Combined with SWAG 4200

Andrea Press

2:00-3:15 MTWRF – May 17 to June 11 
Over the past several generations, the mass media have become central to our understanding of the meaning of the categories of "woman" and "man" in American life.  In fact, many argue that the mass media have become central to the reproduction of the "sex-gender system" within which we all live, and under whose influence we form our identities as men and women in this culture.  In this course, we will examine the ways in which popular Hollywood film helps to define cultural ideas about gender differences both in the U.S. and globally.  We will also look at the ways in which feminists have responded to these definitions, by criticizing existing media images and by creating some alternatives of their own.
 The course will begin by examining the notion that film might influence our development as gendered individuals, looking at those who have argued both for and against this notion.  We will then consider briefly the different forms of feminist theory which exist, and how they have been applied to the study of the mass media.  This introduction will be followed by an examination of the development of images of women and men in film, and an examination of how these images might function for different segments of the female audience.  We will look briefly at the history of popular Hollywood film, the history of its portrayal of women, scholarly criticisms of these portrayals, scholarly discussions of the appeal of specifically "female" genres such as  melodramas or "the woman's film" to the female audience, and of "masculine" films  and feminist attempts to create alternatives to mainstream images in various media.  Throughout the course we will consider the issue of the representation of minorities in the dominant media, and examine some newly created alternative representations.
HISTORY

HISA 3121: Women and Power in Indian History (Primary)
10:30-12:45 MTWRF - June 14-July 10

This course addresses women's roles, means of using power, statuses, and contributions, during four millennia of South Asian history.  With emphasis on the modern, but with relevant background in Indian mythology, classical history and literature, medieval Islamic chronicles, autobiographies, and eyewitness accounts, we will examine original sources, politically-driven tracts, social science studies, fictional works, and secondary material on the following issues: ˆorigins, persistence, and revision of socially and religiously constructed gender identities; ˆautonomy vs. dependence, security vs. risk, oppression vs. liberation typologies; ˆmedieval and modern women as political actors and exemplars; ˆfemale infanticide, self-immolation of widows, and bride-burning; ˆeducation, health and workplace; ˆconflicts between Western and Asian feminisms; and ˆwomen power brokers in what is now India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.  No previous acquaintance with South Asia, or with history, is assumed.
POLITICS

PLIR 4310: Contemporary Debates Human Rights (Primary) - Cancelled
10:30-12:45 MTWRF – June 14 to July 10
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

RELG 2650: Theology, Ethics, and Medicine (Adjunct)

8:00-10:15 MTWRF – June 14 to July 10
Analyzes various moral problems in science, medicine, and health care (e.g., abortion and euthanasia) as viewed by religious and philosophical traditions.
SOCIOLOGY

SOC 2200: Death and Dying (under review)

10:30-12:45 MTWRF – July 12 to August 6

This course covers sociological approaches to death and dying.  Topics include social theory and theorists as they relate to death, American culture history, and contemporary issues regarding death and dying.

SOC 3400: Gender and Society (Primary) - Cancelled
10:30-12:45 MTWRF – July 12 to August 6

SOC 3410: Race and Ethnic Relations (under review)
1:00-3:15 MTWRF – June 14 to July 10
Introduces the study of race and ethnic relations, including the social and economic conditions promoting prejudice, racism, discrimination, and segregation.  Examines contemporary American conditions, and historical and international materials.
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